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 September has flown by. It is amazing all that has happened in the life of 

the church in one month. We had our last outdoor service, am already missing 

the churchyard. We kicked off the month with a wonderful lunch and a fishbowl 

raffle. We raised $805 for the Children’s Home of  York. We ordained and installed 

our new officers, who have jumped in with both feet.  We celebrated a service of 

worship with the Deacons at Promedica Kingston Court. The service was deeply 

meaningful for the patients and residents.  Many had not experienced in-person 

worship due to the pandemic.  We also commissioned Nancy Dostal to Stephen 

Ministry Leadership.  We celebrated promises of resurrection for two members,  

one member going back to the church’s founding.  We also witnessed the restart of 

Fellowship Hour with coffee and cookies being served in-between services and a 

chance to visit and build friendships. 

 October holds so much potential and promise as well. I am incredibly excited 

to see how our vision teams will inspire our congregation to reach out to the 

community and find new ways to work together.  Please continue to pray for them 

as they go about this vital work.

Blessings, 

Pastor Josh

Friends,

October
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Worship  g

Communications g

OCTOBER 2nd           
World Communion 

Luke 17: 5-10 
Rev. Joshua Gill 

OCTOBER 9th          
Jazz Sunday 

Luke 17: 11-19  
Rev. Joshua Gill

OCTOBER 16th           
Luke 18: 1-8  

Rev. Joshua Gill

OCTOBER 23rd           
Stewardship Sunday 

Luke 18: 9-14  
Rev. Joshua Gill

OCTOBER 30th           
Rise Against Hunger 

Luke 19: 1-10  
Rev. Joshua Gill

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY
It’s almost picture time! Photographers from Re:Member Church Directories will be 
on site October 19, 20, and 21 from 2 p.m. until 8 p.m. each day to take your picture 
for the new directory. There is no cost to have your picture taken, and everyone 
will receive a complimentary 8x10 and a copy of the directory once it is 
printed. Additional pictures will be available for purchase.

At the time this article was submitted, we still had plenty of appointments available. 
We need at least 75 families/individuals to have their picture taken in order for 
the directory to be printed at no cost to our church. If you have not signed up yet, 
please scan the QR code below to access the scheduling website. If you are unable 
to participate in having your picture taken, we are able to accept a limited number 
of self-submitted photos without incurring a fee from the company. If you have any 
questions or need assistance, please call Beth Anne in the church office  
at (717) 755-6222.
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MAKE A JOYFUL START TO THE NEW SEASON
I am honored and grateful to be here with you at Eastminster, now beginning my 17th year.  I’m constantly 
impressed with the amount of work that members volunteer to do each week here at the church.  
Eastminster’s members are obviously eager to share their blessings with others and expect nothing (well, 
maybe cookies) in return.  They know that the generous person always has more than enough; the greedy 
person never has enough.

If you are interested in sharing your time and talent to sing with our good and faithful musicians, then let me 
take this opportunity to invite you to join us for choir rehearsals on Wednesday evenings.  The Chancel Choir, 
open to all high school and adult singers, meets most Wednesdays from 7:00 to 8:00 pm.  We work hard but 
have lots of fun preparing for our participation in worship services.  

The Bells of Eastminster (the adult bell choir) will rehearse on Wednesday, October 26 from 6:00 to 7:00 pm 
and will participate in worship on October 30.  You don’t have to read music to play bells.  You just have to be 
able to count to four . . .  sometimes only to three!

Even if you cannot join us regularly for choir or bell rehearsals, please consider joining the choir for our annual 
cantata.  This year, the Cantata Choir will present Joseph M. Martin’s “Let There Be Christmas,” accompanied 
by our Eastminster Chamber Orchestra.  Rehearsals for the cantata will be held on Wednesday evenings 
beginning November 9, and the cantata will be part of the worship services on Sunday, December 18.  Come 
and join us . . .  you’ll love it!

If you wish to hear choir or bell anthems, solos, or Josh’s messages from past Sunday services, please go to 
our website at Eastminster-york.org, click on the “Broadcast” button and then “Click Here For Our YouTube 
Channel.”  All our services for the past two years are there. 

If you any questions or concerns, please contact me rdy1949@gmail.com or 717-891-4536I.

Randy Yoder,  Director of Music

Music Ministry   g
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East minst er Cares  g
SALVATION STEAM COLLECTION 
Thank you to everyone who responded to the request for 
STEAM items. Brittanee Varano, who picked up the items, 
could not have been more pleased and grateful! We had a 
great variety of items. The following are some examples of 
items we collected: Lego 3 in 1 truck set, 9V clip connectors, 
masking tape, straws, markers and highlighters, 18 oz. plastic 
cups, mini metal gearwheel gear motor, craft sticks, lithium 
cell batteries, shoe laces, rubber bands, magnifying glass 
and the list goes on! She was thrilled and is hoping we can 
possibly do it again for them since the students are so 
excited with what they are learning. Anyone is welcome to 
make arrangements to visit them to see what they are doing 
in action.
RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
We are looking forward to Sunday, October 30th to once again 
experience the packaging of 10,000 meals for neighbors in 
need around the world. It will be after the second service at 
12:15. Once again, we will need 50 volunteers so feel free to 
invite family, friends and neighbors who may want to fi nd out 
more about the program and engage in it themselves. The 
sign-up sheet is in the Narthex, where you can also sign up 
for a bagged lunch. Also, please indicate if you are able to 
help with some of the heavy lifting. It won’t be the same 
without you. 
CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES
There is still time to fi ll a shoebox or two or more. They are due 
October 26th. You can get further information by calling me 
(Georgia) or checking  Samaritanspurse.org website. Blessing 
of the boxes will be November 16th, and delivery to Genesis 
Church the following week, the next step in their journey to 
diff erent parts of the world. This is a great opportunity (and 
perhaps the only opportunity they will have) for a child to be 
introduced to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
BROWNIES
Brownie baking continues! Thursday, October 5th is the day 
they are due in the Narthex at 10:00 for delivery. Thank you 
again for your faithfulness. They are so appreciated by the 
guests at Our Daily Bread. If you would ever like to go along or 
volunteer to serve, just let me know. It is a great experience. 
TPPTTB
Thank you for your participation in this ministry of providing 
such essential items to our friends and neighbors in need. 
We will be delivering the toilet paper to York Benevolent 
Association and the paper towels and trash bags to Harvest 
Transitional Living.

CINDY CORELL, OUR MISSIONARY TO HAITI 
The Presbyterian Mission Agency received a letter from 
Cindy, and they relayed it to me. She is still stateside due 
to the deteriorating conditions in Haiti. She is in constant 
contact with the people and families she serves, and she is 
very eager for the time she can go back to her Haiti home. 
Until then, the people continue as best they can.They still 
tend their community gardens and are working to expand 
the number of them. If you would like to make a donation 
on line (presbyterianmission.org/donate/h000014 with 
FONDAMA gardens in the comments/ instructions line) 
or by mail (Presbyterian Church (USA), P.O. Box 643700, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 with FONDAMA gardens in 
memo line). Thank you for your consideration! And, if you 
would like to read the entire letter, I would be happy to 
forward it to you.
MISSION VISIT TO KATALLASSO FAMILY HEALTH CENTER
Three members of the Missions Committee met with Steve 
Kurtz at Katallasso Family Health Center on Sept 13. He 
showed us around the facility, which is at 38 S. Belvedere 
Ave in York. It’s part of an old church. They see/help 
anyone without health insurance for most issues. They 
cannot do dentistry right now but hope to in the future. 
All health professionals are volunteers, and some of the 
names are very familiar locally. In a year they help over 
3000 people who might otherwise not receive the services 
they need. This is a religious based organization that has 
been in existence for about 10 years and does not receive 
government funding, insurance payments or payment 
for services. It is a registered, non-profi t organization that 
relies on the generosity of others (like us) to help provide 
quality medical care to those in need. We have been 
providing help to Katallasso for several years through our 
Missions contributions.
LOOKING AHEAD 

Thanksgiving Food Cards: We will once again be 
asking the congregation to make a donation to purchase 
food cards for the fourteen families at Bell Family Shelter. 
We will pick them up on November 6th and deliver them 
shortly afterwards, giving them plenty of time to shop for 
Thanksgiving. More details to come.
                Habitat for Humanity, another ministry we 
support, is next on our list to contact and visit. We are 
interested to see how things have been progressing in 
light of Covid and supply-chain issues.
REMINDERS:
 There is a Bell Family Shelter bin at the top of the 
stairs for single size (only) bed sheets and blankets, as well 
as towels. They do not have to be new; they can be gently 
used.
                Corners of the Field: Any time you make a drop off  
at the LifePath Thrift stores, please indicate your donation 
is noted as one from a member of Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church. From the sale of these items, we get credit and 
receive gift cards to their stores. We gave the last ones to 
Bell Shelter, and they were most appreciative. 
Georgia Mazzolla,  Missions
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LAST CALL FOR ARTICLES
Advent articles are due October 6, 2022!  Please send them 
to Lois Moore at lamoore725@comcast.net.  Help us make this 
year another memorable one.  Many thanks to everyone for 
your continued support of this outreach ministry.

RALLY DAY - FISH BOWL RAFFLE
Thanks to all for supporting the Stephen Ministry Fishbowl 
Raffle on Rally Day.  While the weather didn’t cooperate this 
year, the alternative plan was still fun.  The proceeds from 
the raffle was $805.  Several Stephen Ministers went to The 
Children’s Home of York for a tour.  We were so impressed 
with the Program and Facility that we decided that was 
where we wanted the money to go.

Stephen Ministry  g

Facilities Management  g
WHAT A CRAZY, BUSY MONTH
Our new MPR project, the wall, had to be replaced due to water damage. There were a number of issues. Three 
new windows arrived damaged, and the new door was MIA. Hopefully, the FMC paint crew will have finished 
their job by the time you read this article. We thank everyone for their understanding and patience during this 
time. Monthly hours totaled 88, with time spent painting and prepping the preschool classrooms for the new 
school year. Those pesky weeds met their fate, and wires removed from the MPR wall were stripped. There 
were several funeral receptions, preschool opening days and Rally Day that required FMC “muscle”  to set-up. 
Several projects are in our future and contracts signed for both the lawn sinkhole and the sanctuary stained 
glass window.  FMC will be working with the Safety and Hospitality Committee concerning upgrades within the 
preschool. 

However, the BIG NEWS is the October 8th event. As you know, FMC was forced to postpone our Yard Sale 
until the spring of 2023, but we are now joining our Mission Committee to host a chicken barbecue and “attic 
treasure” on that Saturday. Barbecue chicken dinners will be sold for $10.00 and include the chicken, baked 
potato, applesauce, roll and butter. Cold drinks will also be available for purchase. If you would like to bring a 
table to sell your treasures, please RSVP to the church office. There is a $15.00 charge per space. See everyone 
on Saturday, October 8th, starting at 11AM. Buy your dinner, sell your treasures, visit with folks and take home 
someone else’s treasures for a price of course!

Dee Hoyt,  FMC Elder
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DRESSING, STUFFING, FILLING         
Sausage, oysters, cornbread, so many options for a favorite Thanksgiving feast 
dish. Whatever your preference, now is the time to start planning menus, if you 
are hosting or taking your dish elsewhere. It also means you may want to make 
changes to your Giant and Weis grocery card orders. Order your cards by Sunday, 
October 30th and pick up on Sunday, November 6th (MPR after both services). 
Remember that the cards will have to carry you through the holiday break when 
schools are closed and the college kids are home for lunches, snacks and all of 
that laundry. 
Sign-up sheets are on the Usher Room doors in the back of the sanctuary. 
Please contact Sandy (Weis) or Dee (Giant) if you wish to make a change to your 
“standing order.” Our total sales last month were $10,200.00 with cash back of 
$ 450.00. We also received a donation of $25.00. Our “customers” are a blessing. 
FMC and Miriam Circle thank you for your continued support of this fundraiser 
and we welcome newcomers to join us.

Miriam Circle  g

Congregational Life g
LET’S GET TOGETHER
Please join us for Fellowship Hour at 10 a.m. between 
the Sunday church services. It will be a chance to 
reconnect with someone you haven’t seen for while, 
greet unfamiliar faces, share in fellowship and enjoy 
some light refreshments.  We will be outside the 
sanctuary weather permitting and then will eventually 
move into the Haines House as the weather gets colder.

      OCTOBER NOAH LUNCHEON
      Mark your calendars for Thursday, October 13 for our Fall Noah
      Luncheon in Fellowship Hall at 12 Noon. We promise a fun
      afternoon with a nice lunch and entertainment for all. We will be
      serving ham, potatoes, mixed vegetables and coffee and tea.
      Our dessert will be apple dumplings.  To cap off the luncheon , the
      entertainment will be “Trivia with Paul Oles.” It promises to be
      a great afternoon with good food and fellowship. We invite our
      past attendees and you are welcome to bring a family member or
      friend. All new members are also welcome.  Just turn in your
      reservation to Kay Matunis or the church office. Please join us - we
      know you will be glad you did! 
      Cindy Peterson,  Congregational Life Elder
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OCTOBER ITEMS         
We would like to welcome our new Deacon, Ellen Graham. Ellen will be administering to Care Group #1.
And we extend a big thank you to Tom Fleischer, our departing Deacon.
The annual contributions to the Deacons Memorial Fund are being collected this year to coordinate with All 
Saint’s Sunday, November 6, 2022. Each year we invite our church members to make a “supplemental gift.”  If 
you want to contribute this year, please make your check payable to EPC church and note the name you would 
like to honor with your “Memorial Contribution.” 
Thank you to the recent contributors:
  Lori Koontz:  In memory of those lost due to COVID-19
  Barbara Hess:  In memory of my three sisters and four brothers
  Dorace Harding:  In memory of Charles “Don” Rabuck
  Gary/Sandy Hoffman:  In memory of Steven Beach
  Glenn/Debra Bloss:  In memory of Lee & Bonnie Spancake
                 Robert/Sally Frey:  To honor all EPC Deacons
  Nancy Edwards:  To honor all EPC Deacons
  Tanya O’Hearn:  To honor all EPC Deacons
  Judie Lightfoot:  In honor of all EPC Deacons
  Audrey Ackerman Frey:  In honor of all EPC Deacons
           Karen Boyer,  Deacon

Deacons  g



 8 PEW POINTS

Remembered in Prayer  g

Eastminster Presbyterian Church – 
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry
All our Military Men and Women around the 
world and their families back home
Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Miranda Bowersox and 
baby Journey

Bella Brokopp

Amy Foxwell

Jodi Geiger

Judie Lightfoot

Family and Friends of Judie Lightfoot, 
who died 8/20/2022

 Family and friends of Dave McIntosh, 
who died 8/12/2022

Jim May and Family

Lois Moore

Fran Mount

Cathy Purcell

Harold  Smith

Donna and Eddie Thomas

Jo Watson

Chuck Winders

Mary Woods

Ron Ziegler and Family

Thank You to Jan Trattner

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

Date – Anniversary
  3 – Graham & Lynda MacMillian
  9 – Daniel & Maria May
14 – John & Andrea Rohrbaugh
15 – Peter & Melissa Church
19 – Todd & Kathy Lord
19 – Scott & Mary Ellen Bowman
20 – Michael & Jeannie Crumbling
24 – Donald & Bertha Green

Date – Birthday  
  3 – Sarah Foess
  3  – Ellissa Kauff man
  5  – Doris Jonosky
  5  – Kenneth Kellar
  6  – Judy Smith
  9  – Mary Woods
  9  – Grimm Witmer
11  – Ginny Freytag
19  – Fred Becker
19  – Lauren Hopkins
19  – Ryan Moore

19  – Gladys McCoy
22  – Ralph Matunis
22  – Jack Hynd
22  – Dana Kirkpatrick
24  – Jan Witzke
25  – Dan Folk
26  – Danielle Kapsak
28  – Stephanie Elzinga
28  – Lisa Dvoryak
29  – Kathy Lord
30  – Emily Tollinger     

October  g
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REV DONALD MCCLURE
In 1987, the 199th General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church-USA established a list of honored names to 
recognize Presbyterians who died while serving the church.  
Rev. Donald McClure was one of those honored.

William Donald McClure was born on April 28, 1906 in 
Blairsville, PA (Indiana County) to Robert Elmer McClure and 
Margaret (McNaughter) McClure.  His mother had been a 
college chair of Greek and Latin before her marriage.

Donald McClure graduated from Westminster College in 
New Wilmington, PA in 1928.  The college is still affiliated 
with PC-USA.  McClure received a short-term appointment 
from the United Presbyterian Church of North America 
(UPCNA) Board of Foreign Missions to teach in the Sudan.  
After three years, McClure returned to attend the Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary.  He graduated from seminary and was 
ordained in 1934.

McClure married Lyda Lake Boyd in 1932.  They had three 
children, Margaret (Marghi), William Donald Jr and Lyda 
(Polly).  His son later became a missionary and worked with 
his father.

Rev Donald McClure and his wife returned to the Sudan in 
1934 and was assigned as a missionary to the Shulla people 
in South Sudan.  In 1952, McClure headed a new, ten year 
project, the Anuak Project.  In 1965, he took over as general 
secretary for mission work in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  He 
continued until retiring in 1971.

McClure was noted for his variety of skills.  In addition 
to his evangelism work spreading Christianity to the 
African people, he had a wide range of knowledge 
of agriculture and animal husbandry, medicine, 
construction, education, languages, and cultures.

At the request of Haile Selassie, Emperor of Ethiopia, 
Rev McClure began missionary work in an isolated 
part of Ethiopia with the Godi Community Project.  

On March 27, 1977, McClure and his son went to Godi 
(or Gode) to close the mission station and transfer 
work to World Vision.  Armed Somali guerillas 
surrounded the station and looted the houses.  The 
two McClures and other missionary workers were 
brought outside into a yard.  The guerillas fired on 
the group killing the elder McClure and wounding 
several others.  The younger McClure was able to 
escape to safety.

Rev Donald McClure was buried in Godi (Gode), 
Ethiopia.  The original simple metal cross was 
removed at some point.  In 2001, a new grave marker 
was placed on the site.  It includes the words, “He 
who does the will of God lives forever.”

Bob Moore, Church Historian 
     Sources: Presbyterian Historical Society (history .pcusa .org)

Historian  g
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Preschool  g
FALL FUNDRAIER PICK-UP          
The Fall Fundraiser pick-up will be held on Tuesday October 11, 9:15-10:30 beside the 
Haines House.  You may pick up your mums at this time.  There may also be mums 
available for cash-n-carry, in case you did not get to order yours!

PRESCHOOL FIELD TRIPS          
Field trips are a wonderful addition to the preschool curriculum.  Going on a field trip gives the students a chance 
to meet outside of the classroom to experience new things and build upon what they have learned at preschool.  
Our preschool classes take two field trips each year – one in the Fall and one in the Spring.  
Our Fall field trip takes place at Maple Lawn Farms in New Park. All of our classes participate in this fun trip over 
the course of several days.  Upon arrival, the children may play in the hay bale maze, while the teachers take 
attendance.  Then, we climb aboard the hay wagons (parents are included) and head off into the apple orchard 
and the pumpkin patch to pick some delicious fruits.  After the trip is over, our families can stay as long as they like 
to play at the Fun Park.
Our Spring field trip may change from year to year, as availability changes.  This past year, we visited Flinchbaugh’s 
Farm to learn about plants with our 3-year classes.  Our 4-year classes ventured into the city to make soap at 
Sunrise Soap Company.  Each field trip is a new and fun experience for our students and we can’t wait to see what 
is in store for this year!        
Carly Kearns, Preschool Director
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Preschool  g
MEET OUR STAFF          
Melanie Hammond
Melanie Hammond is a teacher in the  
4 year/5 day class.  She received her  
Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education  
and has spent several years working in  
preschools, including as a substitute at  
Eastminster after her children attended  
the preschool.  This is her second year  
teaching at Eastminster Preschool.
Melanie believes that all students are learners.   
As teachers, it is our job to nurture the students  
and work with their learning styles, as well as 
 foster a safe and secure environment in which  
they can learn.
Melanie lives in York with her husband and  
two children.  She is very involved with her  
children’s activities, and you will often find  
her sitting at the ice rink while her daughter  
skates. In her spare time, Melanie loves to dance,  
swim, and work with her Cricut machine to make shirts, bags, and baskets.

Ashley Barshinger
Ashley Barshinger is an aide in the 4 year/5 day classroom with Melanie Hammond. The other half of 
this dynamic duo graduated from Central High School, before moving onto study English at IUP and 
York College.  Ashley was a dedicated substitute and parent volunteer before she was hired to work at 
Eastminster Preschool last year.
Ashley’s lifelong philosophy of “Don’t worry, be happy” is reflected in every interaction you will have 
with her.  Her bubbly smile is infectious, and she has been unanimously voted as the social chair for the 
preschool staff.
Ashley lives in York with her husband and their three children, as well as two dogs and lots of fish.  In her 
spare time, Ashley loves to go to the gym, read a book, or spend some time watching television.  Time 
with friends and family is always welcome!



CONTACT INFORMATION 
www.eastminster-york.org

Josh Gill, Pastor 717-850-2715  
 jdgillsr@gmail .com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 717-891-4536  
 rdy1949@gmail .com

Beth Anne Foess, Admin Assistant 717-755-6222  
 epcyorkoffice@gmail .com

Dave Bowers, Facilities Manager 717-430-8657 
 dbowers .epcyork@gmail .com

Newsletter Info newsletter .epcyork@gmail .com

Accounting/Finance 717-757-5217  
 epcfinance@gmail .com

Carly Kearns, Pre-School Director 717-755-0543  
 eastminsterpreschool@gmail .com
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Financial Report  g
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF AUGUST 31, 2022

Ordinary Income Actual Budget
 *Envelope Offering 265,458.44 258,804.00  
 Open Plate  2,485.40 589.00
 Sunday School 
  Offering 0.00 0.00
 Per Capita 7,089.74 6,950.00       
 Rental Income 21,975.00 22,267.00
 Interest Income  
  (checking) 0.00 0.00
 Misc. Income 6,718.82 5,255.00

 Total Budget 
  Income 303,727.40 293,865.00

Expenses  
 Payroll 165,642.35   169,084.83
 Accounting Services 5,584.63 7,549.00
 Per Capita Expense 6,627.84 6,628.00
 Bank Expenses 237.95 183.00 
 Moving Expenses 0.00 0.00 
  Search Expense 0.00 0.00 
  Deacons’ Open Plate 
  Communion 673.31 395.00
 Stephen Ministries 1,804.24 200.00 
  Education 81.49 350.00
 Congregational Life/
  Outreach 1,332.10 1,150.00
 Stewardship 566.08 1,750.00 
  Communications 661.60 1,005.00
 Mission 22,625.00 26,680.00
 Worship 5,314.27 6,050.00
 Administration 157.00 560.00
 Plant Expenses 64,064.83 64,249.00
 General Expenses 10,316.14 11,306.00
 Total Budget 
  Expenses 285,688.83 297,139.83   Newsletter Deadline  g

The deadline for submitting an article or announcement  
for next month’s “Pew Points” is the 15th of this month.   

Please email your information to:  
newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com  

Thanks!

*Includes lump sum annual contributions. 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402  


