EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, YORK PA

PEW POINTS

Friends,

March means that we are moving into our Lenten season. As part of Lenten
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practice, we will be offering a short video devotional series called the Wednesday
Word. Each Wednesday during Lent, Randy will record a musical reflection, and
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I will share a few thoughts on scripture. The video will be on our website under
the broadcast section, and it will be sent via email. The first video will appear on
March 2nd and run through the season of Lent.
You should have received an email or a letter last week announcing the
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return to in-person worship. With great joy, we have returned to the sanctuary
for in-person worship. For the first time in two years, I am experiencing some
skeptical optimism that we are finally moving to a new normal and moving
from an emergency to a managed virus. I continue to see a need for people to
connect in our nation and our community. Our country continues to experience
an epidemic of loneliness, and this pandemic has only magnified that epidemic.
One of the greatest strengths of EPC is that it is a tight-knit community. It is a
community that sends birthday cards and calls one another during moments of
surgery or health concerns. This is a community that shows up for funerals and
offers a listening ear to one another. In what ways can we expand our definition
of community? In what additional ways can we show up for York?
Galatians 6:2 tells us, “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way, you will
fulfill the law of Christ.” These challenging words remind us that we need to help
those around us to follow Christ faithfully.

Blessings,

Pastor Josh
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Worship
MARCH 6th

First Sunday in Lent
Rev. Joshua Gill

MARCH 13th

Second Sunday in Lent
Rev. Joshua Gill

Blanket Sunday
RESCHEDULED

Blanket Sunday sponsored by the Eastminster
Presbyterian Women has been rescheduled to March
20th. Although this is the first day of spring, blankets are
still needed by those who are homeless or displaced by
natural and man-made disasters. When difficult times
happen, a loving response can make all of the difference.
A blanket wrapped around an individual is an indicator of
not being alone.
On the 20th there will be an insert in the bulletin
providing more information about Blanket Sunday, which
is sponsored by Church World Services. If you have any
additional questions, contact Ann Bowman.

MARCH 20th

Third Sunday in Lent
Blanket Sunday
Rev. Joshua Gill

MARCH 27th

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Rev. Joshua Gill

Eastminster Presbyterian Church

Music Ministry

CAN SINGING MAKE YOU HAPPY? OF COURSE IT CAN!
As I have said so often to anyone who will listen, I am blessed to be here with you at Eastminster. It is a medically
proven fact that singing makes you feel better. Quantum Physics tells us that not only is everything made up of packages
of vibrating energy but that every package emits its own sound. The body is no different. Each of our cells makes its own
sound. Put all of our cells together and we are vibrating like an orchestra with the sound of a choral symphony! When we
sing, we help to keep that orchestra in tune. If part of our orchestra goes out of tune, everything sounds awful. Imagine,
for a moment, that one of the violins in an orchestra was out of tune with all the other instruments – the entire piece
would sound dreadful. By tuning up that violin, the music would sound harmonic again. When you sing, you effectively
tune up your entire system, body, mind, emotions and spirit so that you and your life can flow harmoniously, easily and
happily. That is why singing makes you feel so much better. So go on, sing in the car, sing with your friends, join a choir
and chant. It is the best and least expensive way of keeping healthy! (from http://www.yoursound.org.uk)
Our Chancel Choir has taken a “covid break” during January and February, but now that in-person worship has
been resumed, the choir will again be singing during selected 11:00 a.m. services. We invite you to join us each
week as we continue our quest for happiness by singing together and praising God for our many blessings.
Thank you for your continued support of Eastminster’s music ministry!
Here’s the music schedule for March:
Sunday, March 6: 9:00 a.m., Tania O’Hearn, solo
			
11:00 a.m., Chancel Choir anthem
Sunday, March 13: 9:00 a.m., Don Wonders, solo
			
11:00 a.m., Chancel Choir anthem
Sunday, March 20: 9:00 a.m., Iona Faskar, solo
			
11:00 a.m. Bells of Eastminster anthem
Sunday, March 27: 9:00 a.m., Janis McCollim and Tim Ruth, soloists
			
11:00 a.m., Chancel Choir anthem
If you have any questions, concerns or leftover cookies, please contact me at rdy1949@gmail.com or
at 717-891-4536!
Randy Yoder, Director of Music

Prayer Shawl Ministry
WANTED!

The Knitters of Eastminster have Prayer Shawls looking for a
loving home. These shawls do no one any good sitting on
the shelf. You do not need to have a reason to ask for one.
We have three styles available: long rectangular, triangular
and lap blanket. No questions asked other than style or
color choice. Call Jan Witzke or Beth Anne 717-755-6222
to put in a request.
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Eastminster Cares

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
Even while being under restrictions, I can report we have had
a wonderful response to SBC and are extending donation time
to the end of February. All donations go to Hunger Free York.
If you donate by check, please put “Souper Bowl of Caring” in
the subject line so it will be put with money already collected.
Thank you so much for your participation in feeding hundreds
of neighbors in need! Final tally will be in the next Pew Points.
BELL FAMILY SHELTER
As you know, we are collecting single (only) sheet sets,
blankets, pillows and toiletries. I delivered the first of the
donations last week. These were very special donations from
two of Ann Bowman’s grandchildren who received a $100 for
Christmas and decided they wanted to donate the money
to those in need. Bell Family Shelter was chosen. From their
donations, Ann bought (on their behalf) 8 large bath towels,
16 wash cloths and 5 sets of single sheets. We are so inspired
by what these two young people have done and had to tell
their story. We cannot thank them enough for their selfless
contribution to this worthy organization. The people at Bell
were amazed and grateful for what they did. The tub for the
above mentioned items will be at the top of the stairs in the
Narthex. The time for donations will be ongoing, so whenever
you have any of these new or gently used items (pillows must
be new), please consider bringing them to EPC for delivery to
Bell. Thank you so much!
BROWNIE BAKERS
Thursday, March 3rd, is brownie day. Please deliver the
brownies to the Narthex by 10:00. For anyone thinking of
joining the bakers, feel free to do so. Just bake a batch or two,
cut them into individual serving sizes, wrap them and deliver
them to the church. They are always delighted to receive them
at Our Daily Bread, which is a wonderful ministry we support,
not only with brownies, but also with volunteers and financial
assistance. Thank you!
TPPTTB SUNDAY
Donation Day is March 6th, but the tub is always at the top
of the stairs in the Narthex. We thank you so much for your
donations, as this frees up money to spend on services that
different ministries offer. So far we have given to LifePath and
Harvest Transitional Living. Thank you again.
EASTER FOOD BOXES
Once again these boxes will be done by the giving of $75 gift
cards. We will be serving 14 families with Bell Family Shelter
so they will have a delicious Easter dinner for their families.
Since we were concerned with some of the food shortages
and supply chain issues, we thought it best to give food cards.
We thank you for your participation and hope in the fall, we
will be able to return to the old way of doing food donations.
Thank you so much for your generous contributions and
your willingness to provide these gift cards for these families
working hard to get back on their feet!

FYI
Through the presbytery office, we have received a
letter from Cindy Corell, Haiti Missionary, indicating
that she has not yet returned to Haiti but continues to
be in touch with the people there. Circumstances in
Haiti are evidently extremely dangerous and difficult
for its inhabitants. Let’s all pray for the people of Haiti
to overcome difficulties and thrive through the grace of
God! More to come when we hear more.
LOOKING AHEAD
Members of the Mission Committee will be visiting many
of the ministries that we support and will be making
brief reports in Pew Points on what we learn. Possibly we
may discover additional ways to assist them.
LOOKING WAY AHEAD
We will begin making arrangements to participate in
Rise Against Hunger in the Fall. More news to follow!
WORDS OF GRATITUDE
LifePath: ‘It is through the commitment of
friends like you that LifePath Christian Ministries was led
to offer hope and healing to approximately 2,000 men,
women and children in the York area. Thank you for
being a part of our ministry to the least and lost of our
community.’ Norman Humber, CEO
Presbyterian Mission Engagement and
Support: ‘I am writing on behalf of Presbyterian Mission
to express our appreciation to you, your pastor, session
and congregation for your gracious and faithful support
of our mission efforts. Your contribution changes lives
for the sake of the gospel around the world.’ Lynne
Foreman, Mission Engagement Advisor on behalf of
Cindy Corell, Haiti
Bell Family Shelter: There is a lovely thank
you Christmas Card signed from all the families who
received the $75 food cards for Christmas. It will be
hanging on the Mission Bulletin Board in the Narthex
and is definitely worth reading.
Blessings and gratitude to all for making a difference
near and far!
Georgia Mazzolla, Missions

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
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Stephen Ministry
PANDEMIC FATIGUE

Are you experiencing pandemic fatigue? Are you feeling mentally,
emotionally, and physically exhausted from all the disruptions to life
brought on by the pandemic? Are you or someone you know struggling
with challenges like…isolation and loneliness; anxiety over health;
grief due to many kinds of losses; tension from juggling work,
childcare, and schooling; financial strain or job loss; uncertainty
about the future? the list goes on.
It is no wonder that we may be hit by pandemic fatigue, but
you do not have to face it alone. If you or someone that you
care about is experiencing difficulties like these, your
Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care, encourage
and provide emotional and spiritual support.
A Stephen Minister will meet with you privately—by phone or
in person, if safe to do so—to offer care, support, and to focus
on you and your needs. It is free, completely confidential and
offers real care, comfort, and hope.
For more information, please contact one of your Stephen ministers.
We are available to you and will walk by your side.
“Gracious Comforter, you come into the midst of our pain and lovingly dwell with us. During this pandemic,
we ask that You strengthen and comfort those who are lonely, grieving, anxious, and overburdened. Provide
for them with the caring ministry of Your servants who can walk alongside them in their struggles and grant
them recognition and courage to seek help from their brothers and sisters in Christ so they may face the trials
of this time together. In Jesus name, Amen.”
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28.
Tania O’Hearn, Stephen Leader

Remembered in Prayer Last Month
Family and Friends of
Geraldine Barnhart
(Sandy and Dennis
Warner)

Marilyn DiCola

Beth Miller

Ruth Anne Foore

Cynthia Reichard

Ginny

Kim Slezak

Donald Black

Family and Friends of
Nancy Hall

Roger Shultz

Barbara Blymire
Earl Brunk
Eastminster Presbyterian Church –
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry
All our Military Men and Women around the
world and their families back home
Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Col Rob Couser
Peggy Deming
Family and Friends of
Ed Dillman

Janet Heal
Family and Friends of
Rev. Charles Holsinger
Cory Lightfoot
Jim May

Janet Sweigert
Baby Tallulah
Friend of
Barbara Thompson
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Miriam Circle

WE’RE BACK - AGAIN

Session just held a special zoom meeting and voted to reopen for
in person worship on Sunday, February 27th. This means that our
grocery card monthly fundraiser returns to “normal.” It will be the last
day to order your March cards and we will be in the MPR the following
week, March 6th, after both church services, for you to get your cards.
Our total sales for last month:
$12, 475.00 with cash back being $623.75. FMC received $561.38
and P.W. earned $62.37. While those numbers are great for EPC,
unfortunately they reflect the rising cost of groceries and gas. Because
we have to eat and travel, so many of our “customers” have raised
the amounts that they normally order. If you are on the order lists
and wish to change your amounts, just contact Sandy (Weis) or Dee
(Giant) and we will adjust your order. Since they say that everyone
is Irish on St.Patrick’s Day, don’t forget to order enough cards for the
corned beef and cabbage, as well as that Irish soda bread. Miriam
Circle thanks you for not just supporting this fundraiser, but also being
flexible with pick-ups during the shutdown.

DEAR FRIENDS
After living in York and being a member of Eastminster for the
past 56 years, perhaps you can at least partially understand
our mixed emotions about leaving York - leaving our beloved
Eastminster family, our many friends, our business friends, and
our neighbors, We will miss each of you. We are moving into a
retirement community in Granville, Ohio, to be close to family.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you, and may
God continue to bless every one of you each
and every day, and may you feel His presence
and His guidance.
Anita and Jim Walker

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
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Facilities Management Committee
THANK YOU PUNXSATAWNEY PHIL

FMC needs those six more weeks of winter to complete the indoor projects, before we head back outside. The
facelift for the Multi-purpose room is in progress with newly painted walls and hopefully by now, a door has
been installed in the panel by the exit door to the Outdoor Worship Center. This will enable us to move the
tables and chairs (currently on the rack) into the copier room, making the MPR a much more attractive meeting
area. Of course that change meant the brown cabinets on the other side of the wall had to be removed as did
the white ones too. To do so, meant cleaning them out and rearranging storage for the copier paper and other
items. Of course, the room has been repainted as well. To further prove that one project leads to another, the
parking lot side wall showed some “issues,” and we have discovered water damage, but Facilities Manager Dave
and FMC are working to fix the problem. This project, as well as the conversion of the shelves in the alcove,
which is now a storage closet for maintenance equipment and supplies, has totaled 86 hours of FMC volunteer
time and talent. Thank you to the work crew: Bob Casbeer, Foster Hoyt, Ken Kellar and Bob Maxwell.
The “crime scene” tape is still surrounding our sinkholes in the lower parking lot and lawn area. Too bad we
cannot fine Mother Nature for causing them, as it would certainly offset the cost of repairs. We have received a
proposal for the work and are looking into deciding on the best and most cost efficient fix. The tree trimming
and removals have been done, but we are looking into similar work for the Outdoor Worship Center. We have a
few months to go before we gather there for our outdoor services.
Just like you, we are looking forward to spring, the return to in person worship and activities and please, please,
no more masks. We have gone too long without seeing smiles, but hopefully all of the protocols have resulted
in something called “normal.”
Dee Hoyt, FMC Elder

March

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

Date – Birthday
1 – Sandra Warner
2 – Heidi Snyder
5 – Earl Brunk
5 – Ellen Graham
5 – Charlotte Seckman
7 – Ginny Wonders
8 – Audrey Ackerman-Frey
10 – Beth Barba
10 – Hope Hoover-Armstead

10 – Chris Valentin
14 – Martha Hynd
15 – Anita Walker
17 – Sean Frey
19 – Tom Glover
20 – Brett Peterson
21 – Marilyn Jennerjohn
23 – Dan Mazzolla
23 – Mark Snyder

23 – Julie Stover
25 – Donna Massey
25 – Margo Ruth
26 – Mary Boyd
29 – Samuel Foess
29 – Joseph Topper
29 – Emily Rohrbaugh
30 – Scott Bowman
30 – Shirley Parker

Date – Anniversary
5 – Robert & Connie Hafer
7 – Ed & Connie Ritter
8 – Steve & Kathy Cassel
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T hank You
DEAR FRIENDS
Thank you for your outpouring of love as I continue on my
healing journey. I appreciate your prayers, your kind thoughts
and the cards and notes. I am working from home and the
cards all over my office! I see them every day.
Praise God! I know God is answering our prayers. I wish
I could tell you all this in person. My numbers are slowly
improving (still a marathon) but at my last doctor’s
appointment, the medical team was able to reduce the dosage
of one of the chemo treatments.
I am so looking forward to seeing you all when outdoor
worship begins!
Love and Blessings to you all,
Barb Blymire

SO BLESSED
We would like to thank you for
all of your prayers,
cards and phone calls
during Earl’s hospitalization and recovery.
He is improving daily at home and
getting stronger to prepare for the next procedure.
Continue the much needed prayers for us.
Thank you.
Pat and Earl Brunk

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
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Historian

THE HAINES HOUSE – 100TH ANNIVERSARY

Although there are some differing accounts, most information points to 2022 as the 100th anniversary of the
construction of the Haines House. The home was constructed for the prominent York area businessman, Mahlon
N. Haines (1875-1962). Haines, who was known as “The Shoe Wizard,” failed in his first business attempt, but his
subsequent shoe store business became one of the most successful in the United States.
Haines purchased the property on which the church campus now sits in December of 1917. At the time of the
purchase the property consisted of 199 acres and sat along what is today, Haines Road. Haines called this farm
property, “Haines Acres.” The farm eventually expanded to roughly 211 acres.
The house was constructed in 1922 and was a reproduction of an 18th Century Georgian style architecture. Mr and
Mrs Haines were fond of the colonial era. The style of the brick house reflected the Colonial Revival movement
prevalent in the United States from about 1910 into the 1930’s.
Some of the architectural features of the house reflected Haines’ colonial era tastes. The staircase is a replica of the
one found in George Washington’s Mount Vernon home. The bookshelves in the parlor also match those found in
the library at Mount Vernon.
At the time in which Haines owned the property, a four-car garage was added to the house. A barn and some
smaller outbuildings sat southeast of the house. The property was a working farm with cattle, horses, farm fields
and gardens.
The Haines family lived in the house from 1922 to 1952. The property was sold to Dr and Mrs Frank Weaver in 1952.
Most of the land was then developed into the present-day Haines Acres residential neighborhood.
The Presbytery of Donegal purchased what is today’s church grounds from the Weavers in 1957. The deed was
eventually conveyed to the Eastminster Presbyterian Church.
The Haines House has served the Eastminster Congregation over the years in a variety of ways, including pastoral
housing, Sunday School rooms, offices, storage space, and others. The original garage became the first sanctuary
and later had additional uses. Today it is our Multi-Purpose Room. The house and garage have undergone
numerous renovations over the years.
Bob Moore, Church Historian

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
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Preschool

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR SUMMER 2022

Contact Carly Kearns in the preschool office if you are interested in joining our team, as summer
camps are a long held tradition at Eastminster Preschool and we are excited to open again
for the 2022 summer season. Five fun-filled weeks for ages 4-11 with each week featuring a
different theme! The camp weeks are Monday-Friday, 9:00-2:00. Campers must pack a lunch, as
well as a bathing suit and towel for a daily dose of water play.
Visit our website at www.eastminsterpreschool.com or stop by the preschool office for
more information.

2022-2023 REGISTRATION
Are you looking for preschool for the 2022-2023 school year? Well, look no further! Registration
is now open at Eastminster Preschool. You can pick up a packet in the preschool office or visit
our website at www.eastminsterpreschool.com. While you are there, be sure to check out
our virtual tour to see a day in the life of a preschooler. Contact our director if you have any
questions or would like to schedule a tour.
Carly Kearns, Preschool Director

FEBRUARY FUN
Take a look at some highlights from the short but fun month of February.
From Groundhogs to Dinosaurs to Valentines, we like to keep busy while we are learning in our classrooms.
Hands-on experiences are the best experiences for our students.
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Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402

Financial Report

EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF JANUARY 31, 2022

CONTACT INFORMATION
www.eastminster-york.org

Josh Gill, Pastor

717-850-2715
jdgillsr@gmail.com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music

717-891-4536
randy.epcyork@gmail.com

Beth Anne Foess, Admin Assistant

717-755-6222
epcyorkoffice@gmail.com

Dave Bowers, Facilities Manager

717-430-8657
dbowers.epcyork@gmail.com

Newsletter Info

newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com

Accounting/Finance

717-757-5217
epcfinance@gmail.com

Carly Kearns, Pre-School Director

717-755-0543
eastminsterpreschool@gmail.com

Ordinary Income
*Envelope Offering
Open Plate
Sunday School
   Offering
Per Capita
Rental Income
Interest Income
   (checking)
Misc. Income
Total Budget
  Income

Actual
48,462.62
5.00

Budget
40,598.00
77.00

0.00
3,225.24
4,200.00

0.00
3,938.00
4,807.00

0.00
508.21

0.00
551.00

56,401.07

49,971.00

Expenses		
Payroll
17,382.27
27,953.95
795.20
945.00
Accounting Services
Per Capita Expense
828.48
828.50
Bank Expenses
55.00
23.00
Moving Expenses
0.00
0.00
Search Expense
0.00
0.00
Deacons’ Open Plate
50.00
   Communion
5.00
Stephen Ministries
275.00
25.00
Education
0.00
0.00
Congregational Life/
0.00
0.00
   Outreach
Stewardship
0.00
400.00
Communications
40.80
585.00
Mission
2,375.00
3,340.00
Worship
737.33
1,025.00
Administration
0.00
140.00
Plant Expenses
6,795.75
8,953.00
General Expenses
2,576.53
1,413.00
Total Budget
31,866.36
45,681.45
  Expenses
*Includes lump sum annual contributions.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting an article or announcement for next
month’s “Pew Points” is the 15th of this month.
Please email your information to:
newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com
Thanks!

