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Friends,

Another calendar year is in the books. About a year ago most of us were
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hunting for vaccine appointments. This year we seem to be slowly creeping
toward normalcy. As I reflect on this last year of ministry, a few highlights come
to mind immediately. The restart of in-person worship, the joy we all experienced
as we gathered in the outdoor worship center on Easter Morning after not having
in-person worship for five months. Witnessing the work of our Deacons and all
they have done to help the congregation stay connected throughout this difficult
year. I continue to be encouraged by the faithful work of our Session as they seek
the will of Christ to guide our Church through these moments of trial. I have also
been excited by the wonderful work of our vision team and how they have really
leaned into this process. I also continue to be thankful for another successful
stewardship season, and the continued generosity of the congregation.
These events have reminded me of God’s faithful hand and our ability to
be flexible in face of difficulty. The good thing is that we are literally hard wired
for flexibility. According to Dr. Randolph Walters “God knew that we needed
psychological flexibility to live life effectively, so God created our brains with
the ability to do so . . . our brains are made of “neuroplastic”, which is simply
the ability for your brain to reorganize itself.” When our brains reorganize they
help to change our neuropathways and alter the way in which we engage with
a situation and the world. This year has continued to teach us that God is always
faithful and that we can be flexible in difficult situations. We should aim to carry
these lessons throughout our life.

Blessings in the New Year,

Pastor Josh
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Worship
JANUARY 2nd

Rev. Joshua Gill

JANUARY 9th

Recognition of the
Church Triumphant
Rev. Joshua Gill

JANUARY 16th

Rev. Joshua Gill

JANUARY 23rd

Rev. Joshua Gill

JANUARY 30th

Rev. Joshua Gill

Stephen Ministry
WISHES FOR A NEW YEAR

The Stephen Ministers want to wish everyone a very blessed New Year. 2021 did keep us on our toes with
surprises – some good, some not so good, BUT we made it through with God’s guidance and grace.
We also want to thank the congregation once again for your overflowing willingness to assist us in putting
together our Advent devotional for 2021. It is such a blessing for our ministry and for Eastminster. We could not
have done it without you.
A big THANKS to Karen for helping us this year with her gorgeous artwork. We also thank her for her expertise
in putting our words and her art together in such a professional way. THANKS also to Beth Anne for working
with us on our printing, answering our questions in such a gracious manner and for willingness to always pitch
in and lend a hand when needed.
We would also like you to keep us in your prayers as we keep you in ours. We pray for continued peace,
strength, and insight into how we can work with each other to uphold and walk beside one another in this
world of ours. The Stephen ministers are always here for you. We will always be ready to listen, pray and be
beside you in your everyday struggles and hardships. Our conversations will always be CONFIDENTIAL. Let us
help you get through the storm.
Blessings and thanks,
Tania O’Hearn, Stephen Leader

Eastminster Presbyterian Church

Music Ministry

THANK YOU
Now that we’ve made it through the busy Christmas season, it seems like a good time to say a special “thank you”
to the many members and friends of Eastminster Church who give of their time and talent to produce beautiful
music for our worship.
Our Chancel and Cantata Choirs: John Antosh, Denny and Lonna Ashton, Sue Bergeron, Robin Blakely, Nancy
Edwards, Beth Anne Foess, Sarah Foess, Bob Gould, Lisa Hallett, John Henty, Dee Hoyt, Marilyn Jennerjohn, Nigel
Joseph, Kathy Lord, Graham MacMillan, Janis McCollim, Bev McCreary, Tania O’Hearn, Martha Simpson, Kate
Strickler, Rob Tracy, Joan Vange, Don Wonders
Our Cantata Ensemble: Lynn Antosh, Noah Dekker, Adrian Hain, Ashley Kenney, Ken Osowski, Tim Ruth,
Ryan Schick.
The Cantata Choir will present portions of the cantata “Tapestry of Light” on Friday, January 7 at 7:00 p.m. at St.
Joseph Church, 2935 Kingston Road, York as part of St. Joseph’s Epiphany Concert Series. Admission is free and all
are welcome.
We’d love to have you join us for choir rehearsals on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. The Chancel Choir will
participate in worship on January 9,16, and 23. and the Bells of Eastminster will play during worship on January 30.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at rdy1949@gmail.com or 717-891-4536.
Happy New Year to all!
Randy Yoder, Director of Music
Rdy1949@gmail.com
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Eastminster Cares

CHRISTMAS FOOD GIFT CARDS
Thanks to your generous donations, we were able to provide
fourteen families with $75 worth of gift cards to Weis so they
could have a delicious Christmas dinner—with plenty of
leftovers! Bell Shelter is always so appreciative of the support
that we provide for the families who are getting back on their
feet. God bless you all for your contributions!
CHRISTMAS BELLS (FORMERLY ANGEL TREE)
The tags were taken, gift wishes fulfilled, gifts beautifully
wrapped and picked up for delivery December 15th. There
will be a lot of happy boys and girls because you cared
enough to bring some Christmas cheer to many families.
Thank you so very much for your generosity!

RISE AGAINST HUNGER
We were notified that the boxes we packed in October have
been sent to Haiti. We are grateful that we provided 10,000
meals for the Haitian people and ask God to bless them as
they receive them. Thank you for your participation in this
amazing ministry. None of this happens without you!
BROWNIE BAKERS
Delivery day— the first one of the new year—will be Thursday,
January 6th. Brownies are due at 10:00 a.m. If you will be
participating in baking, we ask that you write your name and
phone number on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. We would
love to have more bakers! Thank you to our faithful bakers and
to those considering joining the brownie backing ministry for
Our Daily Bread. If you are new to the process and have any
questions, please let me know.
TOILET PAPER, PAPER TOWELS, TRASH BAGS
We will once again be collecting these items to be delivered to
organizations who have a need. We have delivered to Harvest
Transitional Living and LifePath this past year. Collection day is
the first Sunday of the month, January 2nd, this time. The tub
is conveniently located at the top of the stairs in the Narthex,
so items can be dropped off any Sunday. Thank you!

ADDITIONAL DONATIONS
We added a To Be Determined category in the mission
budget in case an unanticipated need arises during
the year. We donated $1,200 to LifePath Christian
Ministries during 2021. We had received notice that they
had a campaign in progress to raise $40,000 to make
needed repairs at the Food Pantry and the Women’s
and Children’s Shelter, which we agreed would be a
very worthy cause. An additional $300 went toward
December’s heating cost for the men’s home at Harvest
Transitional Living. This will help to fill the gap until
they complete the paper work for assistance from
York Benevolent Association for their monthly bill with
Columbia Gas Thank you all so very much!
WE RECEIVE GRATITUDE
LifePath: They were deeply grateful for the
contribution of toilet paper (134 rolls), paper towels (a
dozen) and trash bags (127). As you can imagine, these
items are needed regularly and our donations enable
them to spend the savings on providing services to
people in need. They were delighted to receive them.
Thank you for your generous donations!
Crispus Attucks: They were extremely thankful
for the paper, pens, notebooks, chapstick, tissues,
notebooks and a $100 check for bottled water, and
emotionally touched that we continue to remember
them with this abundant donation. Thank you for
supporting the students in their desire to graduate
from high school and learn a trade to be able to
secure employment.
We cannot say it enough: None of these things would
happen without you. We appreciate your giving of time,
treasure and talent. Wishing you all abundant blessings
of Christmas and a Joyful New Year!
Georgia Mazzolla, Missions

A HEARTFELT THANKS
2021 was truly a year of loss for our family
with the deaths of Donald, Judy and
Norman Hoyt. Our Christian faith assures us
of eternal life and our reunion with loved
ones but it was our church family who
brought us such comfort and peace. Thank
you for your love, prayers, hugs and cards as
we journeyed thru our grief.
You are such a blessing to us and so many
others. Thank you.
Dee Hoyt

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
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Deacons

DEACON NOTES

“Snow creates that quality of awe in the face of a power greater than ours. It epitomizes the aesthetic notion
of the sublime, in which greatness and beauty couple to overcome you - a small, frail human - entirely.” –
Wintering by Katherine May
This month we are introducing the Eastminster Deacons of
Care Group Two: Lori Koontz, left, and Ann Bowman, right.
Lori and Ann are both first-year deacons, our rookie team!
Also, a shout-out to them both for stepping in to fill deacon
positions that were vacated early.
Ann attends the 11:00 service, and Lori attends the 9:00
service.
As noted in last month’s Pew Points, the deacons are now
handling Eastminster’s Care and Share meal assistance
program. We are gathering a list of volunteers to act as
backup, if needed. There is no formal obligation, you may
help whenever it is convenient.
For inquiries about the Care Groups or to help with Care
and Share, please contact Beth Anne @ the church office,
(717) 755-6222.
He spreads the snow like wool and scatters the frost like ashes.
Psalm 147:16
Karen Boyer, Deacons

Remembered in Prayer Last Month
Family of
Sheryl Bartkowski
Robin Blakely
Barbara Blymire
Donald Brown
Family and friends of
Donald Brown
Eastminster Presbyterian Church –
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry
All our Military Men and Women around the
world and their families back home
Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Family and friends of
Lucille Crumling

Peggy Deming

Janet Sweigert

Marilyn DiCola

Mark Toomey

Charles Gentzler

Laura Tyminsky

Tami Hoyt

Vicosa Family

Barbara Koscevic

Ruth Welty

Jim May

Linda Williams

Ed Moss and Brenda

Doris’s Unborn Baby
Grandson

Cynthia M. Reichard
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Esther Circle

HAPPY NEW YEAR

I hope you all had a wonderfully blessed Christmas.
We will be back with our routine on the 18th of this month at 12:30,
certainly looking forward to seeing you all. Bring a friend. We will
continue our study of Ephesians Chapter 5. If you have questions
call me.
Nancy Edwards, Esther Circle

Miriam Circle
SODA TABS

Our container in the MPR was over flowing with 3 pounds, 7 ounces of tabs bringing our total for the year
at 33.8 pounds. We “thank” everyone who continues to support this very helpful fundraiser for the Ronald
McDonald House in Hershey.

LOOKING AHEAD AND OVER OUR SHOULDERS
The challenging year of 2021 is finally over, and we are all hoping that 2022 is
a year that sees us return to “normal.” Won’t it be wonderful to go without
masks and see smiles once again? But let’s look back at some good news.
Our total sales of the Giant and Weis grocery card fundraiser for December
were $14,950.00. Cash back was $747.50 with FMC receiving $672.75 and
P.W. receiving $74.75. The Mission Committee purchased cards for the
December “food baskets,” and a number of our customers purchased extra
cards for holiday entertaining and gifts. Now, drum roll please . . . we had
$141,796.12 in sales for 2021! Yes, that is an odd number but we received a
check from Nell’s, based on total sales from church members who shopped
using their rewards cards. We will do the math for you. FMC received
$6, 377.63 and P.W. earned $709.62. WOW! Thank you so much. Please
keep doing business with us. Looking ahead, the last day to order cards
for February will be Sunday, January 30th, with orders going in at 9AM the
next morning and pick-up will be the following week, February 6th in the
MPR after each service. Sign-up sheets are on the doors to the Ushers’ Room,
if you are not on the automatic order lists of Sandy (Weis) or Dee (Giant).
Don’t forget Valentine’s Day and those chocolates and flowers you will be purchasing along with the
items regularly found on your shopping lists. After all, our credit cards need a rest after the holidays, but we
still need to eat.

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
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Facilities Management Committee
WE WON’T BE “HIBERNATING”

Hopefully Santa was good to all of you. He was good to our FMC volunteers and all of our “honorary” volunteers
who joined us for special projects and workdays throughout the past year. Saying “thank you” one more time.
It may officially be winter, but we were still collecting leaves and bringing them to the street for pick-up. We
finally “gave-up” that battle and turned to some indoor projects that included a “facelift” for the MPR. It looked
so sad after the church office and kitchen were remodeled. Two major repair projects are on the calendar, but
it will be months before contractors can get us on their schedules. We have held multiple meetings and phone
conversations to find the most appropriate repairs for the sinkholes in the lower parking lot and lawn. Soil types,
rocks, water runoff and drainage all must be factored into the final plans. We have sent a letter of intent to the
stain glass contractor, so that it can be added to his project schedule. Most likely this will happen in late spring
or early summer. FMC volunteers spent 66 hours on campus, mostly raking leaves, but they managed to replace
the wobbly table in the Library with one donated by Nancy Dostal. There was lots of heavy lifting involved.
They also assisted the Worship Committee in the decorating of the sanctuary for Advent and Christmas services.
Our membership numbers are shrinking due to age, health and moving away, so we invite anyone interested in
joining us to come to our January 4th meeting in the MPR. We start with dessert at 12:30 and the meeting begins
at 1PM. Maybe you would like to assist with Friday clean-ups which begin when outdoor worship starts. We
would certainly welcome you for special workdays also. Let Dee or any member of the committee know you are
“available” or if we can answer any questions you may have concerning our projects. As we begin 2022, the FMC
guys and gals join me in wishing our church family and friends all good things in the new year and hopefully we
will put our masks away and enjoy seeing all of those smiles we have missed for too long. Happy New Year!
Dee Hoyt, FMC Elder

January

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

Date – Birthday
1 – Kathleen Kellar
4 – Craig Baker
4 – Donna Chaney
11 – Beth Anne Foess
12 – Eugenia Crumbling
13 – Jason Foess
13 – Jim Woof
16 – Jan Trattner
17 – Nancy Schindo

18 – Joan Vange
20 – Bob Gould
22 – Linda Scamara
23 – Andrea Etzweiler
23 – Foster Hoyt
23 – Jim Sanford
24 – Kay Matunis
25 – Amy DeGrange
28 – Debbie Jordan
31 – Elaine Hoenstine

Date – Anniversary
20 – Mark & Linda Krom
21 – Dave & Sandy Lewis
24 – Bill & Lois Moore
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Check Out What's New

Our new interior at the
Haines House . . .

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
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Stewardship

WHAT IS PER CAPITA?

Per Capita is “the tie that binds” – annual giving
that unites the entire church in the ongoing and
essential work that guides the Office of the General
Assembly, the life of the Presbyterian Church (USA),
and benefits every congregation and every mid
council ministry. Per Capita is the primary source
of funding for the Office of the General Assembly,
and how Presbyterians mutually and equitably
share the costs of coming together to discern the
Spirit’s leading for the future.
•

It is how Presbyterians are trained to
become better ruling elders, teaching
elders, deacons, and ministers.

•

It is how Presbyterians are helped to discern God’s call in their lives.

•

It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of the wider church by serving on General Assembly
committees and commissions, regardless of distance or financial resources.

•

It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of the Church universal as we commit ourselves to work and
live in fellowship with “all persons in every nation.”

All Presbyterians are called to take part in the ecclesiastical and administrative work shared by the whole church
through Per Capita giving. The annual rate is a per-member apportionment that is assessed biennially by the
General Assembly. All congregations, large and small, are encouraged to participate, either through an annual
budget item or through a special direct appeal to their congregations.
Richard A. Witzke, Stewardship

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Office of the General Assembly
100 Witherspoon Street
Louisville, KY 40202

WE CANNOT THANK YOU ENOUGH
Our sincere thanks to everyone for your
prayers and cards over the past weeks. We
wish all a healthy New Year.
What a blessing you all have been!
Thank you.
Peggy and John Deming

is “the tie that binds” — providing the means to
strengthen the connections of our work, and build lasting relationships
to help all Presbyterians share God’s love through mission and ministry.

10

Historian

PEW POINTS

PRESBYTERIAN MISSIONS IN KOREA

One of the great success stories of Presbyterian mission
work occurred in Korea. Although Christianity is still in the
minority of the overall population, Presbyterians are one
of the largest groups of Christians in South Korea. How did
this occur?
Roman Catholic missionaries first came to Korea in the 16th
and 17th centuries, but had little sustained success. Korea
signed international treaties with Japan in 1876 and the
United States in 1882. This allowed some opening to the
outside world. Korea was an attractive spot for Christian
missionaries who were already established in China
and Japan.
Horace Allen was the first prominent American missionary.
He was appointed as a medical missionary by the Board
of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the USA.
Allen arrived in Korea in September 1884 and served as a
doctor in Seoul.
Korea at that time was divided. A pro-Japan faction was
progressive and favored modernization, while a pro-China
faction was conservative and favored isolationism.
In December of 1884, members of the pro-Japan faction
led an assassination attempt against the conservative
members of the government. The queen’s nephew, Prince
Min Yong Ik, was wounded. Dr. Horace Allen advised
against the court physicians who wanted to pour hot pitch
into his wounds.
Allen oversaw the prince’s treatment and recovery and
became his personal physician. The court thanked Dr.
Allen with a gift of $100,000 and permission to open a
hospital. That royal hospital continues today as
Severance Hospital.
Many of the first Presbyterian missionaries had medical
credentials. Horace Grant Underwood, a seminary student
with a year of medical training, arrived in Korea in April
1885. He worked with Dr. Allen at the hospital and the two
began to expand their evangelism efforts.
Horace Allen and Horace Grant Underwood are revered
as the founders of the Presbyterian Church in Korea. They
coupled medicine with the teaching of Christianity and
spread of the Gospel. As the mission work expanded,
Christian converts were baptized. Medical and educational
programs were established.
Two females, Frances Allen (Horace’s wife) and Annie Eilers
(a nurse) worked with women and children in Seoul. Lillias
Horton (a physician) later replaced Eilers and married
Horace Grant Underwood. This couple continued its work
for three decades.
The momentum of the mission work was not met without
opposition. In 1888, the Korea Foreign Office banned the
teaching of Christianity. This was the start of a pattern that
continued into the future. Christianity would be met with
opposition, then temporary contraction and
then expansion.

The Southern US Branch of the Presbyterian Church also
sent missionaries to Korea. In 1892, three pastors, Lewis
Boyd Tate, William Davis Reynolds and William McCleary
Junkin were assigned to Korea.
In January 1893, the Presbyterian Church in the USA
and the Southern Presbyterian Church organized the
Presbyterian Council with the goal of working together to
form one native church in Korea based on the Reformed
faith and Presbyterian form of government. Medicine
continued to be an important aspect of the mission work.
Sunday School classes, Womens’ Bible Classes and other
Christian Education were key programs.
Missionaries focused on using a simple Korean script
to reach the widest audience instead of using Chinese
characters that were favored by Korea’s educational elite.
Missionaries also focused on nurturing and empowering
native Korean leaders.
In 1907 a theological seminary was established in
Pyongyang. Also in 1907, the Presbyterian Church of
Korea was organized. Samuel Austin Moffett was the
moderator, but the vice-moderator, stated clerk and
assistant clerk were native Koreans.
The Presbyterian Church continued to expand even with
Korea’s annexation by Japan in 1910. The first General
Assembly of Presbyterian Church of Korea took place in
September 1912. By the 1930’s there were hundreds of
Presbyterian missionaries in Korea. Presbyterians had
created exciting momentum in Korea, but this was about
to change.
By the mid-1930’s, Japanese officials pressured Christian
missionaries to pay homage at Shinto shrines. Most
Presbyterians refused to participate. Mission schools
were closed in 1937 and by 1940, Japan forced
missionaries to discontinue their work. In September of
1940 approximately 300 ministers and lay leaders of all
Christian denominations were imprisoned. By the end
of 1940, the governing boards of both US Presbyterian
churches evacuated its mission personnel from Korea.
Japan surrendered Korea in August 1945 as part of
the terms to end World War II. Korea was divided for
administrative purposes with the Soviet Union overseeing
the northern half, while the United States would oversee
the southern half. The divide in Korea was further
deepened by the Korean War (1950-1953) and
its aftermath.
Unfortunately, many churches, schools and hospitals
that had been established in what became North Korea
were destroyed, abandoned or seized by the Communist
government. However, Presbyterianism remained strong
and continued to flourish in South Korea.
Bob Moore, Church Historian
Sources:
		

presbyterian-outlook.org – A History of Presbyterian Missions in Korea
History.pcusa.org – Presbyterianism in the Hermit Kingdom

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
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Preschool

CHRISTMAS LEARNING CENTERS AND FUN

Our students in Mrs. McQueen and Mrs. Lookingbill’s class had lots of fun last month when they
combined the Christmas holiday with their learning centers. They all worked hard, played hard,
and learned a lot during their time at preschool. Play is the work of a preschooler.
Carly Kearns,
Preschool Director

2022-2023 REGISTRATION
The start of the new year brings anticipation for the upcoming school year. Eastminster Preschool will be opening
registration for the 2022-2023 school year in January 2022. This is the prime time to enroll in classes in order to get your
first pick for specific days and/or teachers. The registration process can be completed by filling out the enrollment form
and submitting the $36 application fee. You can access these forms by contacting the preschool office or visiting our
website at www.eastminsterpreschool.com.
Preschool Office Contact Information – Phone: 717-755-0543 and Email: eastminsterpreschool@gmail.com

Our Mission Statement

Eastminster Preschool, together with Eastminster Presbyterian Church, strives to foster a life-long love of learning in children. Partnering with the
teaching staff, preschool families, and the local community, Eastminster Preschool provides a safe and nurturing environment where learning is a
hands-on experience, and creativity is encouraged. This developmental approach, through student-directed activities and programs, allows for the
education of the whole child: socially, emotionally, physically, intellectually, and spiritually. Eastminster Preschool has a professionally trained and
motivated staff to work closely with you to provide a strong foundation for the building blocks of your child’s education.
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Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402

EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF NOVEMBER 30, 2021

CONTACT INFORMATION
www.eastminster-york.org

Josh Gill, Pastor

Financial Report

Ordinary Income
Actual
*Envelope Offering 343,085.86
Open Plate
1,058.40
Sunday School
0.00
   Offering
Per Capita
6,696.85
Rental Income
28,400.00
Interest Income
   (checking)
0.00
45,279.02
Misc. Income

Budget
332,665.00
1,756.00
0.00
7,195.00
19,165.00
0.00
6,037.00

717-850-2715
jdgillsr@gmail.com

Total Budget
  Income

Randy Yoder, Director of Music

717-891-4536
randy.epcyork@gmail.com

Beth Anne Foess, Admin Assistant

717-755-6222
epcyorkoffice@gmail.com

Dave Bowers, Facilities Manager

717-430-8657
dbowers.epcyork@gmail.com

Newsletter Info

newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com

Accounting/Finance

717-757-5217
epcfinance@gmail.com

Carly Kearns, Pre-School Director

717-755-0543
eastminsterpreschool@gmail.com

Expenses		
Payroll
213,768.16 226,910.14
9,625.00
Accounting Services 8,111.04
Per Capita Expense
9,437.61
9,437.61
Bank Expenses
255.00
85.00
Moving Expenses
2,768.00
0.00
Search Expense
0.00
0.00
Deacons’ Open Plate
1,10.00
   Communion
382.50
Stephen Ministries
173.60
275.00
Education
359.74
1,040.00
Congregational Life/
1,268.40
3,708.00
   Outreach
Stewardship
1,376.86
2,000.00
Communications
985.88
1,020.00
Mission
35,451.68
36,660.00
Worship
5,821.53
7,910.00
Administration
762.99
1,540.00
Plant Expenses
67,689.15
80,005.00
General Expenses
12,465.81
16,280.00
Total Budget
361,077.95 397,595.76
  Expenses

424,520.13

366,818.00

*Includes lump sum annual contributions.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting an article or announcement for next
month’s “Pew Points” is the 15th of this month.
Please email your information to:
newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com
Thanks!

