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One of the goals of the vision process is to help free our imagination, to

look at what a church or an institution is facing from new perspectives, to
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wrestle with new questions that haven’t been considered before, and find
ways to adapt to current circumstances. These adaptations are our God sized
dreams. The vision process we are undertaking, utilizes appreciative inquiry.
This process starts from a position of positivity, the idea that we have resources
that can affect positive change. For example, we know that the current footprint
of Eastminster is underutilized. We have roughly 30,000 square feet and over 6
acres of property. Four days a week, about 3,000 square feet is utilized by the
staff and committee meetings. Five days a week, 5,000 square feet is used by the
Eastminster Preschool. One day a week, the church utilizes about 5,000 square
feet for worship. Appreciative inquiry would invite us to recognize that our
building is a tool that God has entrusted us with and generations of members
have helped to build and maintain. It would further encourage us to ask us how
can we better utilize this resource. Are there needs in our own community that
this tool can meet? I have read of churches utilizing unused space to host after
school programs. One converted a fellowship hall to a karate studio. Another
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church rented out unused office space, and one congregation allowed another
church to nest in their building. All of these churches 10 or 15 years ago would
not have anticipated a move like this, but they adapted to changing culture and
the changing circumstances they found themselves in and became a greater
asset to their own community. The only question before us is: What will God do
through our own vision process? I am excited to see the future to which God will
lead us.

Blessings,

Pastor Josh
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Worship
FEBRUARY 6th

Rev. Joshua Gill

FEBRUARY 13th

Rev. Joshua Gill

FEBRUARY 20th

Blanket Sunday
Rev. Joshua Gill

FEBRUARY 27th

Rev. Joshua Gill

Blanket Sunday
FEBRUARY 20, 2022

When the weather outside is cold and deep with snow, we burrow under warm blankets every night to stay warm
as we fall fast asleep. Now imagine a man on a cold bench or a family standing outside of their home, looking at the
devastation caused by a natural disaste. How will they find warmth? For many, a simple blanket given when they
most need it is a loving way to offer warmth, to offer hope. Many people without homes have a daily challenge of
fighting the bitter cold. Around the world, disasters force people from their homes, sending them to shelters and
refugee camps where a blanket can make a big difference.
For declining neighborhoods in the United States and economic areas affected by the Covid-19 Pandemic, families
struggle to make ends meet. When CWS blankets are delivered to local shelters, it boosts the morale of the
community - a small gesture, to show that they mattered and others were thinking of them.
For over 60 years, Church World Services (CWS) has coordinated the efforts of over 8000 congregations and groups
throughout the United States to bring blankets to those who are homeless or displaced by natural and man-made
disasters. This year on February 20th, Eastminster will celebrate Blanket Sunday. The CWS Blanket program provides
warmth, hope, and care during cold and trying times. I encourage you to give as generously as possible so that even
more people will know not only warmth but the possibilities of hope.

Eastminster Presbyterian Church

Music Ministry

PROFESSIONAL GROWTH
As I have said so often to anyone who will listen, I am blessed to be here with you at Eastminster. After more than
50 years of teaching and performing music, I am extremely fortunate to be able to continue to earn my living as
a working musician, and I feel that I am obligated to continue my musical education as well. Although I have not
returned to formal classes since earning my master’s degree in choral conducting, I have been fortunate to be a
member of the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA.) ACDA’s membership includes thousands of church,
school, college, community, and professional choral conductors from all over the United States.
From February 9 through 12, I will attend the ACDA Eastern Region Convention in Boston where I will hear two
dozen of the best choirs from ten northeastern states and attend discussions and interest sessions dedicated to
learning about all aspects of the choral art. For the past 25 years, I have attended conferences in Los Angeles,
Miami, New York, Washington, D.C., Oklahoma City, Chicago, Minneapolis, Salt Lake City and Dallas, and each
summer, I have attended the Pennsylvania ACDA Summer Conference. During these conventions and conferences,
I have heard new literature, learned new rehearsal and vocal techniques, and met some of the leaders and legends
in the field of choral music.
Our Chancel Choir here at Eastminster is an extraordinary group of talented, dedicated volunteer singers and I
hope that my association with ACDA will be of benefit to them as I bring back new music and new ideas. Thank you
for your continued support of Eastminster’s music ministry!
Randy Yoder, Director of Music
Rdy1949@gmail.com

Session

NOTES FROM YOUR SESSION

As you all know, Session held a Special Meeting on 1/9/2022 and after considerable discussion and in support
of our local health care and frontline workers decided it best and consistent with our faith to suspend in-person
worship for the month of January. We hope that everyone received an email and letter in the mail to this effect.
We then plan to re-evaluate the situation further on January 27th and are hopeful to communicate a date for
our return to in-person worship.
Session approved a motion by the Trustees to change the Deacon/Haas Fund investment objective from
Income to Balanced with an emphasis on dividend paying equities.
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation is set for February 13, 2022 following the first service.
We are hopeful to return to in-person worship by this time and thus hold the meeting in the Sanctuary. If the
meeting must be held by Zoom or some other fashion, we will announce this well in advance.
Session concluded our study of the book, Canoeing the Mountains and exploring how it relates to EPC’s
visioning process and adaptive leadership. We will turn our focus next to the book, The Presbyterian Ruling
Elder, An Essential Guide, written by Paul S. Wright, Revised by Stephen G. Lytch.
If any member would like to attend a Session meeting, all you need to do is to contact the clerk, Brett Peterson.
The next Session meeting will be February 21st at 7:00 PM.
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Eastminster Cares

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
It’s that time when the two best teams in the NFL battle for
the title of best team of 2021 in the Super Bowl on February
13th. AND it is our time to have a competition of our own: The
Souper Bowl of Caring! On that date, there will be people at
the doors after each service collecting your vote (donation) for
your preferred team. If you don’t have a team, please make a
donation since all proceeds will benefit Hunger Free York of
the York County Food Bank, which is doing an amazing job
feeding those in need. Thank you for your participation!
MISSION COMMITTEE BUDGET
We have been allocated $40,000 for the 2022 budget. We
commit to using this money for helping people in greatest
need. We have been focusing on food and youth over the past
year or two, and will likely follow that path again. If you have
any ideas of ministries you would like us to consider, please
let us know. Feel free to join us at any of our meetings on the
second Thursday of the month at 7:00 in the MPR. We would
love to see you there. Thank you for your generosity that will
meet the needs of thousands of people in a variety of ways!
BROWNIE BAKERS
Time again for the delicious desserts you so faithfully bake
every month. They are due by 10:00 in the Narthex on
Thursday, February 3rd. Thank you for baking in advance
when you will be away and placing those treats in the freezer.
Our Daily Bread looks forward to their arrival and appreciates
your efforts. Thank you so much!
TPPTTB SUNDAY
Yes, it has expanded: We are now “Toilet Paper, Paper Towels,
Trash Bags.” LifePath is in particular need of paper towels
and the large black trash bags, so if we can target that need
this time, it would be helpful. They are due Sunday, February
6th and the tub is available at any time for your convenience.
Thanks to all who participate in this ministry. It is a real blessing
to the recipients, Harvest Transitional Living and LifePath.
BELL SOCIALIZATION SERVICES
We have discovered a new need that we believe we can
support. Bell is always in need of single sheet sets, blankets,
towels and toiletries. These items can be gently used or new.
A bin/box will be available at the top of the Narthex stairs
continuously for any time you have these items to contribute.
Thank you for considering Bell and their needs!

EYES
We have once again received a check for $100 from the
PW of New Harmony Presbyterian Church in Red Lion
to use in support of the backpack program. What a
wonderful witness of generosity! We are grateful.
SERVANT PARTNERS
There is a newsletter from Dan and Denise on the
mission bulletin board in the back of the church. Please
take a look at their great summary of the wonderful
progress they are making in Fairhill, Philadelphia. It also
includes information on additional team members, as
well as a great picture of the whole family.
PRESBYTERY DISASTER ASSISTANCE
It’s not too late to make a donation for relief from
the tornado that occurred late last year. Please make
your check out to EPC with “tornado relief 2021” on
the subject line. We will forward them to Donegal
Presbytery. Thank you.
Prayers regarding these and other ministries we support
are always appreciated!
EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE
LifePath: They were very appreciative of the
additional $1,200 EPC provided at year end in order to
care for the men, women and children who are in need.
“Thank you for supporting the work God is doing here
at LifePath!”
Crispus Attucks: “It is only with your help
that we can continue to forge a bold path forward in
equipping individuals and families to rise above the
challenges faced! Heartfelt thanks!”
Salvation Army is always full of gratitude!! “With your
support, we continue to keep hope alive in those who
are going through tough times.”
And, as we all know, hope is so very critical to all of us!
Georgia Mazzolla, Missions

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
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Stephen Ministry
DID YOU KNOW?

As the Stephen Ministers look back on our last program year, we were quietly working to assist our
congregation. We had a large group of individuals that we assisted in their lonely, difficult, anxious, grief
stricken walks during this tumultuous year. We celebrated the positive steps along the way.
In September 2020, the Stephen Ministers sent out cards with prayer squares tucked inside. In October
2020 we created a “memory book” and sent them to our shut-ins. In January 2021 we sent cards with a
packet of tea enclosed.
In 2021, the Stephen Ministers sent out special cards and small gifts to our shut-ins for Valentine’s Day
and Easter.
In November 2021, the Stephen Ministers distributed over 25 Advent Devotionals to our shut-ins and
individuals who maintain close ties with us. Every year, instead of a gift exchange, we donate money to a
charity or outreach program for the benefit of others in our community. In December 2021, we donated to
the WellSpan Cancer Patient Help Fund.
During the year, the Stephen Ministers gave out 14 Journey Through Grief books. This is a program
to provide comfort to the surviving immediate family members of the deceased. We also started the
tradition of including a prayer shawl made by our “Knitters.”
We are a dedicated group of believers who are continually active “behind the scenes.” If you would like to
join our group while we travel on our road, please contact any of the Stephen Ministers: Robert Casbeer,
Nancy Dostal, Dee Hoyt, Ken Kellar, Judie Lightfoot, Lois Moore, Jo Watson, Linda Williams, Jan Witzke or
Tania O’Hearn. We would be blessed to talk with you about our journey and how you can become a part
of God’s mission in Eastminster Presbyterian Church.
Blessings and thanks,
Tania O’Hearn, Stephen Leader

Remembered in Prayer Last Month

Eastminster Presbyterian Church –
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry
All our Military Men and Women around the
world and their families back home
Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Donald Black

Glenda Fleshman

Jim May

Barbara Blymire

Ruth Anne Foore

The Ober Family

The Family and friends
of Donald Brown

Andrew Frey

Cynthia Reichard

Earl Brunk

John Gordon and
his family

Roger Shultz

Peggy Deming

Doris Jonosky

Marilyn DiCola

Dave and Sandy Lewis

Ed Dillman

Ralph Matunis

Janet Sweigart
Ruth Welty

6

PEW POINTS

Presbyterian Women
UPDATE

We had some money to do something good, so we sent a donation to the Presbyterian Disaster Relief Fund for the
tornado victims.
In December we decorated the MPR for the holidays, and had a meeting and lunch that day. Our next regular
meeting will be February 7, if it’s safe to meet then.
We planned to have soup sales Jan through March, but have postponed January’s plan. Lots of soups in freezers
now. We will likely have a sale Feb 20, along with our Blanket Sunday.
We are looking forward to getting back to some normalcy soon and being able to help some of our local charities.
JoAnn Hankey, Moderator

Miriam Circle

GROUNDHOG DAY OR RINSE AND REPEAT

Unfortunately like the movie and the shampoo/conditioner directions,
it looks like we are back to stricter COVID restrictions, as the Omicron
variant has seen our numbers soar. We are no longer worshiping
in-person, but hopefully it will only be for a short period of time.
Many of us are limiting our time out and about and that includes
restaurant dining. So now you can try out some new recipes, which
means revising your grocery shopping lists. If you are on the standing
orders list, maybe you would want to order additional Weis or Giant
cards. You will need to contact Sandy Lewis (Weis) or Dee (Giant)
because there are no sign-up sheets available, due to the closure. The
last day to order will be Sunday, February 27th and pick-up will be
the following Sunday, March 6th. Please check the church bulletin or
website for times. Since this article has a 1/15 due date, we may, with
fingers crossed, be back to in-person Sunday worship. Talk about
“rolling with the punches.” Our totals for last month were $11,250.00
and we earned $562.50. FMC received $506.25 and P.W. received
$56.25. A great start to 2022. Thank you!

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
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Facilities Management Committee
HERE WE GO AGAIN

Unfortunately, the Omicron variant of the Covid virus has hit the mid-state hard and EPC is no exception.
Session voted to suspend in-person worship until the rate of infection makes a significant decline. Prayers
too for all those infected and impacted by this unrelenting virus. Once we are together again for worship,
remember that our HVAC system was upgraded to purify the sanctuary air, so you can attend services knowing
we are taking all the reasonable steps to insure your safety.
The FMC volunteers logged 50 hours on campus in the last month and believe it or not, are still “playing” in the
leaves! But it is winter after all and snow stakes were put out and the snow blower was prepped for service.
Work has begun on the facelift for the MPR. The kitchen and church office remodel made it look so “sad.” A
tree service contractor will be on campus (may have been here already) to trim dead and overhanging limbs
from five trees and remove two trees that are damaged/unhealthy. Their stumps will be ground down as well.
We are on the schedule for the repair of the sanctuary stain glass window, which is expected to take place in
late spring or early summer. We are waiting for the contractor and engineer to give us a specific “fix” for the
sinkholes as well as the approximate cost for the project. It may be midwinter and the groundhogs are still
hibernating, but repairs and projects continue to be addressed as we look forward to a return to normal. Stay
safe out there!
Dee Hoyt, FMC Elder

February

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

Date – Birthday
2 – John Deming
3 – Robin Blakely
3 – Bill Johnston
4 – Jo Watson
4 – Richard Witzke
5 – Nancy Edwards
6 – Theo McWilliams
7 – Sean Barba
7 – Sara Courtney
10 – Gloria Bobb
13 – Eugene Jonosky

13 – David Lewis
16 – Thomas Courtney
18 – Suzanne Seebald
19 – Ed Stine
21 – Rob Frey
23 – Joan Higgs
24 – Bill Moore
25 – Steve Moore
27 – Larry LeBlanc
28 – Megan Elzinga

Date – Anniversary
3 – Robin Blakely & Tom Banks
17 – Robert & Joanne Stover
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T hank You
KNITTERS OF EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We received a personal note, addressed to Jo Watson and the
Knitters of Eastminster Presbyterian Church from someone that
received one of our Prayer Shawls. We do not know this individual,
but our ministry has outreach powers.
Dear Jo and the Knitters of Eastminster Presbyterian Church,
I want to thank you all for the beautiful prayer shawl and for thinking
of me in such a unique way. This shawl surely has a special meaning
to me and has been worn many times to comfort me. God has many
ways to show his love and support to me and you all certainly are his
messengers with your knitting a shawl for me.
Thank you so much.
God’s Blessing to you all,
Regina

DEAREST FRIENDS
Thank you all for your prayers, cards and
thoughts over the last month. Your support and love
are truly a blessing for me and are helping me
through this difficult time in my life.
Knowing I have a loving church family
praying and thinking about me will continue
to sustain me through the next months. The medical
team described this to me as a marathon,
not a sprint.
In Christian love,
Barb Blymire

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
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Historian
KATHERINE G. JOHNSON
In honor of Black History Month, we will review the life of
Katherine G. Johnson. Johnson was known for her work
at NASA calculating trajectories, launch windows and
emergency return paths for the space program. She was
also a faithful Presbyterian.
Johnson was born Katherine Coleman on August 26, 1918
in White Sulphur Springs, WV. Her parents were Joshua
McKinley Coleman and Joylette Roberta (Lowe) Coleman.
Johnson was a brilliant student and skipped several grades
in school. Since White Sulphur Springs had no high school
for black children, her parents moved the children to
Institute, WV so their children could attend high school.
Johnson enrolled in the historically black West Virginia
State College. She graduated with highest honors in 1937.
After graduation she took a job teaching in the black
public schools in Virginia.
West Virginia planned to integrate its graduate schools
in 1939. West Virginia State College President Dr. John W.
Davis selected Johnson and two men to be the first black
post graduate students. Johnson left her teaching job and
enrolled in the Graduate Math Program.
Katherine did not complete graduate school and left to
start a family with her first husband, James F. Goble. She
returned to teaching once her three daughters (Constance,
Joylette and Katherine) were older.
A relative told Katherine about an open position at the
all-black West Area Computing Section at the National
Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (NACA) Langley
Laboratory. The family moved to Newport News, VA so
she could take the position. Johnson started her new
job with NACA in June 1953. NACA would become NASA
(National Aeronautics and Space Administration) in 1958.
James Goble died of cancer in December 1956. In 1959,
Katherine would marry James A. Johnson, who served in
the US Navy in World War II and later as an officer in the US
Army during the Korean War. They would remain married
until his death in 2019.
In 1960, Johnson and engineer Ted Skopinkski co-authored
a report laying out the equations describing an orbital
spaceflight in which the landing position of the spacecraft
is specified. It was the first time a woman received
credit as an author of a research report in the Flight
Research Division.

Johnson did trajectory analysis for Alan Shepherd’s
May 1961 Freedom 7 Mission, which was America’s first
human spaceflight.
In 1962, Johnson was called upon for John Glenn’s
Friendship 7 Mission. Computers had been programmed
with orbital equations that would control the trajectory of
capsule from liftoff until it’s conclusion at splashdown.
Astronauts were wary of putting their lives in the hands of
computers during the early 1960’s. The computers could
be prone to blackouts and other issues. Glenn asked the
engineers to have Johnson run the same programmed
calculations by hand and using her mechanical
calculating machine.
John Glenn was quoted as saying “if she (Johnson)
says they’re good, then I’m ready to go.” The flight and
mission were a success and was a catalyst in propelling
the United States ahead of the Soviet Union in the space
race.
Johnson later worked on Project Apollo’s Lunar Module,
the Space Shuttle and Earth Resources Technology
Satellite (ERTS, later renamed Landsat). She authored
or co-authored 26 research reports. She retired in 1986
after 33 years at Langley. In 2015, President Barack
Obama awarded her the Presidential Medal of Freedom,
America’s highest civilian honor. Johnson was a primary
character in the 2016 film, “Hidden Figures” in which she
was portrayed by actress Taraji P. Henderson.
Katherine Johnson was a member of the Carver Memorial
Presbyterian Church in Newport News, VA for over
50 years. She served the congregation in numerous
capacities as a church officer and choir member. She was
a commissioner to the 187th General Assembly where
she served on the finance committee. Johnson died on
February 24, 2020 at the age of 101.
Bob Moore, Church Historian
Sources:
		
		

Katherine Johnson Biography - nasa.gov
Katherine G. Johnson: NASA Mathematician and Dedicated
Presbyterian - history.pc.org

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
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Preschool

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS NEEDED

Contact Carly Kearns in the preschool office if you are interested in joining our team as a
substitute teacher. Substitutes must obtain the clearances required by the state of PA. More
information is available by calling 717-755-0543.

2022-2023 REGISTRATION
Are you looking for preschool for the 2022-2023 school year? Well, look no further! Registration
is now open at Eastminster Preschool. You can pick up a packet in the preschool office or visit
our website at www.eastminsterpreschool.com. While you are there, be sure to check out
our virtual tour to see a day in the life of a preschooler. Contact our director if you have any
questions or would like to schedule a tour.
Carly Kearns, Preschool Director

WHAT HAPPENS AT PRESCHOOL WHEN IT SNOWS?
We bring it into the classroom for more fun! We take every chance we can to bring nature into the classroom even in the
winter. There’s nothing like a discovery table full of snow – just put on your mittens and you can build a snowman right
in the school. If you don’t have the real stuff, don’t worry. There are lots of fun activities you can do in your classroom.
Check out some of the winter fun our classes had in January!
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Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402

Financial Report

EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2021

CONTACT INFORMATION
www.eastminster-york.org

Josh Gill, Pastor

717-850-2715
jdgillsr@gmail.com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music

717-891-4536
randy.epcyork@gmail.com

Beth Anne Foess, Admin Assistant

717-755-6222
epcyorkoffice@gmail.com

Dave Bowers, Facilities Manager

717-430-8657
dbowers.epcyork@gmail.com

Newsletter Info

newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com

Accounting/Finance

717-757-5217
epcfinance@gmail.com

Carly Kearns, Pre-School Director

717-755-0543
eastminsterpreschool@gmail.com

Ordinary Income
Actual
*Envelope Offering 371,093.86
Open Plate
1,869.40
Sunday School
0.00
   Offering
Per Capita
6,732.23
Rental Income
32,775.00
Interest Income
   (checking)
0.00
44,439.23
Misc. Income
Total Budget
  Income

456,909.72

Budget
368,008.00
2,075.00
0.00
7,401.00
21,534.00
0.00
6,483.00
405,501.00

Expenses		
Payroll
232,856.00 246,006.82
10,540.00
Accounting Services 8,915.71
Per Capita Expense 10,295.58
10,295.58
Bank Expenses
255.00
100.00
Moving Expenses
2,768.00
0.00
Search Expense
0.00
0.00
Deacons’ Open Plate
1,20.00
   Communion
742.50
Stephen Ministries
173.60
300.00
Education
390.32
1,120.00
Congregational Life/
1,890.41
4,275.00
   Outreach
Stewardship
1,484.66
2,200.00
Communications
985.88
1,065.00
Mission
39,951.68
40,000.00
Worship
7,802.29
9,370.00
Administration
889.81
1,680.00
Plant Expenses
75,476.66
86,400.00
General Expenses
14,835.17
17,760.00
Total Budget
399,713.27 432,312.40
  Expenses
*Includes lump sum annual contributions.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting an article or announcement for next
month’s “Pew Points” is the 15th of this month.
Please email your information to:
newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com
Thanks!

