Lessons & Carols

1st Sunday of Christmas
December 26, 2021

11:00 a.m. Worship

* = Please stand, if you are able.
A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS & CAROLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Angels from the Realms of Glory

arr. Robert Powell

THE CALL TO WORSHIP
Let us praise the name of the Lord!
God commanded, and we were created.
Leaders and followers, old and young,
all of God’s beloved children,
all people everywhere as with the angels,
let us come and praise the exalted name of the Lord.
Let us worship God.
*CAROL

O Come All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant;
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold him, born the King of angels!
Refrain: O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! [Refrain]

Adeste Fideles

FIRST LESSON

Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19
Adam and Eve disobey God

NRSV

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of
the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God
called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He said, “I heard the
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I
hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten
from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and
I ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have
done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I
ate.” 14 The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your
belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 17 And to the man[a] he
said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten
of the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is
the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the
plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust
you shall return.”
8

*CAROL

O Little Town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

St. Louis

SECOND LESSON

Genesis 22:15-18
God’s promise to Abraham

NRSV

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from
heaven, 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you
have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will
indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall
possess the gate of their enemies, 18 and by your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed
my voice.”
15

*CAROL

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Veni Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. [Refrain]

THIRD LESSON

Isaiah 9:2,6-7
A great light in the darkness

NRSV

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived
in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 6 For a child has been
born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. 7 His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold
it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

*CAROL

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

Carol

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all-gracious King”:
the world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.
For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold,
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
and the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing.

FOURTH LESSON

Isaiah 11:1-4a,6-9

NRSV

A little child will lead them
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out
of his roots. 2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord.3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall
not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear;4 but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek
of the earth; For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of
the Lord of hosts will do this.

*CAROL

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung,
of Jesse’s lineage coming, by faithful prophets sung.
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter,
when half spent was the night.
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind;
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright she bore for us a Savior,
when half spent was the night.

Es Ist Ein Ros

FIFTH LESSON

Luke 1:26-35,38

NRSV

An angel appears to Mary
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”[a] 29 But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might
be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,
since I am a virgin?”[b] 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born[c] will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38 Then
Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according
to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
26

*CAROL

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Mendelssohn

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king.
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn king!”
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. [Refrain]

SIXTH LESSON

Luke 2:1-7
Mary gives birth in Bethlehem

NRSV

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the
time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.

*CAROL

Away in a Manger

Mueller

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

SEVENTH LESSON

Luke 2:8-16

NRSV

Angels announce the Messiah
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah,[a] the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host,[b]praising God and saying,14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and
on earth peace among those whom he favors!”[c]15 When the angels had left
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
8

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord
has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

*CAROL

Angels We Have Heard on High

Gloria

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

EIGHTH LESSON

Luke 2:8-16

NRSV

Magi come from the East
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men[a] from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who
has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,[b]and
have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah[c]was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it
has been written by the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall
come a ruler who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod secretly
called for the wise men[e] and learned from them the exact time when the
star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word
so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had
seen at its rising,[f] until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped,[g] they were overwhelmed
with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

*CAROL

We Three Kings of Orient Are

Kings of Orient

We three kings of Orient are bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.
Refrain: O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!
Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice:
Alleluia! Alleluia! sounds through the earth and skies. [Refrain]

NINTH LESSON

John 1:1-14
And the Word became Flesh

NRSV

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being 4 in him was life,[a] and the life was the light of all
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.[b]10 He was
in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. 11 He came to what was his own,[c] and his own people did not
accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.14 And the Word became
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son,[d] full of grace and truth.

*CAROL

Silent Night, Holy Night
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
’round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing Alleluia to our King:
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born.

Stille Nacht

OFFERING
*OFFERING RESPONSE

In the Bleak Midwinter (vs. 4)

Cranham

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)
PH, pg. 16
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN

Joy to the World!

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

Antioch

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Angels From the Realms of Glory (vs. 4)

POSTLUDE

Sussex Carol

Regent Square

arr. Noel Rawsthorne

____________________________________________________________________________________

Please silence cell phones during the worship service.

Wireless personal listening devices are available in the Sanctuary by contacting an usher.

Leading Worship
Rev. Joshua D. Gill, Pastor
Randy Yoder, Director of Music
Kate Strickler, Reader
CHANCEL FLOWER DEDICATIONS
The poinsettias that have graced our chancel this Christmas season are given to
the Glory of God by members of our congregation who dedicated them
in memory or honor of loved ones.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEXT SUNDAY, January 2, Pastor Josh’s sermon title is Dwelling Among Us, and
the scripture text is John 1:10-18.

EPIPHANY CONCERT SERIES – Eastminster’s Cantata Choir and
instrumentalists will perform portions of “Tapestry of Light” on Friday, January 7 at
7:00 p.m. at St. Joseph Church, 2935 Kingston Road, York. Admission is free and all
are welcome.

GROCERY CARDS – Today is the last day to order grocery cards for January. Pick
up will be next Sunday, January 2 in the Multipurpose Room. Happy New Year!

TOILET PAPER, TRASH BAGS, PAPER TOWELS -- Sunday, January 2nd,
is our first collection of 2022 for Harvest Transitional Living! The tub is at the top of the
stairs leading to the Fellowship Hall from the Narthex, not only Sunday, but every day!
Thank you for your generous contributions.

DISASTER ASSISTANCE -- If you would like to make a donation to Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance (PDA) for the tornado-ravaged states from a couple of weeks ago,
you can make a check out to EPC with “PDA tornado relief” in the subject line. We will
then deliver one check to presbytery as we do with other special offerings. Thank you for
the much needed support of our fellow citizens!!

ENVELOPES – The giving envelopes are now available to be picked up in the
Narthex. Please wait until January 2022 to use the new envelopes! Also, any offering
received in 2021 will be reflected on your 2021 giving statement, regardless of
whether it is intended for 2022.

Please keep these people in your prayers this week:
+All our military men and women around the world and their families back home+
+Eastminster Presbyterian Church – its congregation, mission, and ministry+
+ Stephen Ministers and their care receivers+
Barbara Blymire
Peggy Deming
Ed Dillman
Marilyn DiCola
Jim May
Cynthia Reichard
Janet Sweigert
If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list,
please first obtain that person’s permission and then drop a note in the offering plate
or contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 755-6222.

CALENDAR
Please see our website, eastminster-york.org, for possible updates and changes.
Sun Dec 26
11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Mon Dec 27
Wed Dec 29
Fri Dec 31

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Today is the cut off date to order grocery cards
Worship – Sanctuary
Church Offices Closed
Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship – Haines Reception Room
Church Offices Closed
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A Stephen Ministry Congregation
(717) 755-6222 ~ www.eastminster-york.org
311 Haines Road  York, PA 17402

