3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

9:00 and 11:00 a.m. Worship

December 12, 2021

+Please silence cell phones during the worship service+

* = Please stand if you are able.
WE GATHER BEFORE GOD
CHIMES
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

arr. Jon Spong

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Prepare the way of the Lord!
People: Let us sing praises to the Lord,
Leader: for God has done glorious things.
People: Let us shout aloud and sing for joy,
Leader: for great in our midst is the Holy One of Israel. Come, let us worship God.

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.”
The world says, “Worry,” and we say, “Rejoice.”
The news says, “Fear,”
and we say, “Rejoice.”
The world says, “Be happy,”
and the church says, “Be faithful.”
As we light our third Advent candle,
We pray for hope, peace, and joy.
Come now, O child of Mary.
Come now, O Prince of Joy.
*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 38

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (vv. 1 and 4)

(see music and words at the back of the bulletin)

Carol

*CALL TO CONFESSION
Trusting in God’s salvation, faithfulness and merciful love, let us confess our sin and the
sins of the world, as we lift our voices together.
*THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, we confess that, in the midst of your glorious creation, we have
neglected our role in its care. We ignore the cries of the hurting and the lonely,
those on the margins and those who are oppressed. We focus on our own desires,
while forgetting the needs of our neighbors. We have not prepared a way for the
Lord, through either our words or our deeds, neither through our actions nor our
thoughts. Grant us your mercy in forgiveness; and lead us to act with compassion
and justice, guided by your glorious light.
SILENT CONFESSION
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader:
People:

Surely God is our salvation! We will trust in the Lord’s goodness and will not
be afraid. Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 68 What Star is This (vs. 4)

Puer Nobis, Nascitur

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
FIRST READING

Isaiah 12:2-6

MSG

Yes, indeed—God is my salvation.
I trust, I won’t be afraid.
God—yes God!—is my strength and song,
best of all, my salvation!”
3-4
Joyfully you’ll pull up buckets of water
from the wells of salvation.
And as you do it, you’ll say,
“Give thanks to God.
Call out his name.
Ask him anything!
Shout to the nations, tell them what he’s done,
spread the news of his great reputation!
5-6
“Sing praise-songs to God. He’s done it all!
Let the whole earth know what he’s done!
Raise the roof! Sing your hearts out, O Zion!
The Greatest lives among you: The Holy of Israel.”

MUSICAL OFFERING

SECOND READING

Good Christians All, Rejoice
The Bells of Eastminster

Luke 3:7-18

arr. Jason Krug

MSG

When crowds of people came out for baptism because it was the popular
thing to do, John exploded: “Brood of snakes! What do you think you’re
doing slithering down here to the river? Do you think a little water on your
snakeskins is going to deflect God’s judgment? It’s your life that must
change, not your skin. And don’t think you can pull rank by claiming
Abraham as ‘father.’ Being a child of Abraham is neither here nor there—
children of Abraham are a dime a dozen. God can make children from stones
if he wants. What counts is your life. Is it green and flourishing? Because if
it’s deadwood, it goes on the fire.”
10
The crowd asked him, “Then what are we supposed to do?”
11
“If you have two coats, give one away,” he said. “Do the same with your
food.”
7-9

Tax men also came to be baptized and said, “Teacher, what should we
do?”
13
He told them, “No more extortion—collect only what is required by law.”
14
Soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”
He told them, “No harassment, no blackmail—and be content with your
rations.”
15
The interest of the people by now was building. They were all beginning to
wonder, “Could this John be the Messiah?”
16-17
But John intervened: “I’m baptizing you here in the river. The main
character in this drama, to whom I’m a mere stagehand, will ignite the
kingdom life, a fire, the Holy Spirit within you, changing you from the inside
out. He’s going to clean house—make a clean sweep of your lives. He’ll place
everything true in its proper place before God; everything false he’ll put out
with the trash to be burned.”
12

Leader:
People:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SERMON

Snakes, Axes, Forks, and Fire

Rev. Joshua D. Gill

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE
*HYMN NO. 403 (GTG) Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (all verses)
(see music and words at the back of the bulletin)
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Unser Herrscher

Confession of 1967

God expressed love for all humankind through Israel, whom God chose to be a
covenant people to serve him in love and faithfulness. When Israel was unfaithful, God
disciplined the nation with judgment and maintained the covenant through prophets,
priests, teachers, and true believers. These witnesses called all Israelites to a destiny in
which they would serve God faithfully and become a light to the nations. The same
witnesses proclaimed the coming of a new age, and a true servant of God in whom
God’s purpose would be realized.

OFFERING

Please place your offering in the plates in the narthex area. Thank you.

*OFFERING RESPONSE

In the Bleak Midwinter (vs. 4)

Cranham

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen
*HYMN NO. 27

Gentle Mary Laid Her Child (all verses) Tempus Adest Floridum
(see music and words at the back of the bulletin)

WE DEPART FOR SERVICE
*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks, vs. 6

POSTLUDE

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Christmas

arr. Robert Thygerson

____________________________________________________________________________________

LEADING THE SERVICE
The Rev. Joshua D. Gill, Pastor
Randy Yoder, Director of Music
Beth Anne Foess, Camera Operator
Robin Blakely, Liturgist
Dan & Cindy Folk (9:00), Advent Candle Lighters
Tom & Martha Fleischer (11:00), Advent Candle Lighters
The Advent Lighting, The Call to Worship, The Call to Confession, Prayer of Confession,
Assurance of Pardon, and Affirmation of Faith are from the Call to Worship Magazine 55.1
York County remains a community with high transmission rates
Out of an abundance of caution and for the protection and
safety of our members, we require the wearing of masks during
indoor worship.

CHANCEL FLOWER DEDICATION
The flowers in the chancel today are given to the Glory of God
by Janis McCollim in honor of those we love and in remembrance of all those
we have loved and lost.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEXT SUNDAY, December 19, the Cantata Choir will present “Tapestry of Light”
at both services.

ATTENDANCE PADS – Please make sure to sign your name(s) on the attendance
pads either before or after worship. We take that information and input in our church
database, so we want to make sure we know you have been here!

CHRISTMAS BELLS (FORMERLY ANGEL TREE) – Thank you to
everyone who selected a Bell Shelter child to shop for this Christmas. Just a reminder -all the gifts should be wrapped and returned to the church office by tomorrow,
Monday, December 13.

TICKETS FOR THE CANTATA – The Chancel Choir will present Joseph
Martin’s cantata “Tapestry of Light” next Sunday, December 19, at 9 and 11 a.m. With
the safety of our congregation and participants in mind, and to balance the attendance at
the two worship services, free tickets for each service will be issued to those who wish to
attend the cantata. All tickets for the 11 a.m. service have been issued, but there are
approximately 20 tickets remaining for the 9 a.m. service. Tickets will be available in
the Multipurpose Room (MPR) today after the 9 a.m. service and after the 11 a.m.
service. The cantata will also be livestreamed at the 11 a.m. service next Sunday.

MIRIAM CIRCLE – Miriam Circle will be meeting this Thursday, Dec. 16, 1011:30 a.m. in the Multipurpose Room. Please bring your Bible and 1-3 Christmas cards
(old or new) to share. We look forward to seeing you!

CRAFT SALE –Presbyterian Women have decorated the Haines House, and as part
of that, the knitters have decided to hold a sale of their many craft items. It will be open
through December 15th, depending on supply. Items will be resupplied as they become
available. All purchases will be done on an honor system and by donation. Proceeds
from the sale will go toward their knitting supplies.

BIBLE STUDY meets every Sunday morning at 10:00 in the library! We are in
chapter 9 of Acts where Saul encounters Jesus on the road to Damascus and his
transformation begins. You are always welcome to join the journey! After today, the
next meeting will be January 2nd. Have a Blessed Christmas!

PEW POINTS – Articles for the January issue of Pew Points must be submitted no
later than Dec. 15. Because of the holidays, we have a shorter than normal turnaround
for editing and publishing. Thank you for your understanding!

GOD-SIZED DREAMS -- In November we had a wonderful conversation lead by
our own Jason Foess and Bill Wilson of Center for Healthy Churches. We explored the
idea of a God-Sized Dream. We said that a God-Sized Dream is an Affirmative
Statement, that is Stretching, that Requires Change, and is grounded in our DNA and
Context. Maybe you have been pondering a God-Sized dream over the last few weeks or
maybe you are thinking about a new one. You can submit a God-Sized Dream to the
Vision Team by placing one in the box located in the back of the sanctuary. Happy
Dreaming!

SODA TAB COLLECTORS -- Just a short reminder to keep saving those soda
tabs during your holiday get togethers. Containers are in the fellowship hall and the
multipurpose room. We are adding 3 pounds 7 ounces to our total for the year of 30
pounds. Also, a big THANK YOU to those who donated so far.



What is the meaning of the blue banners in the sanctuary?
Advent is a time of anticipation, waiting and longing for the arrival of the Messiah.
Isaiah, the prophet spoke of the people that walked in darkness for they were longing for
their King. Our lives can be dark and hopeless like those dark banners. But as we move
through the weeks of Advent, we are reminded again of God’s promise fulfilled in the
birth of Jesus. The banners become lighter as we focus on that promise of joy and peace
and hope, and we too follow that star and walk in the light.


This year we will be having three Christmas Eve services in
order to accommodate a safe number of people for each service
due to Covid concerns. We hope you will join us for one of our
services.

~ 5 p.m. ~
Family service
~ 7 p.m. & 9 p.m. ~
Traditional Candlelight Service
with Communion

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 38

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (vv. 1 and 4)

Carol

*HYMN NO. 403 (GTG) Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (all verses)

Unser Herrscher

*HYMN

Gentle Mary Laid Her Child (all verses)

Tempus Adest Floridum

Please keep these people in your prayers this week:
Robin Blakely
Barbara Blymire
Peggy Deming
Marilyn DiCola
Jim May
Cynthia Reichard
Janet Sweigert
Ruth Welty
Linda Williams
If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list,
please first obtain that person’s permission and then drop a note in the offering plate,
or contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 717-755-6222.

CALENDAR
Please see our website, eastminster-york.org, for possible updates and changes.

Sun Dec 12

9:00-10:00 a.m.
10:00-11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Mon Dec 13
Tues Dec 14

9:00-11:30 a.m.
7:00-9:00 p.m.
9:00-11:30 a.m.
11:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Wed Dec 15

Thur Dec 16
Fri Dec 17
Sat. Dec 18

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
7:00-9:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.-11:30 p.m.
12:00-2:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Worship -- Sanctuary
Children’s Sunday School – Room 13
Adult Bible Study -- Library
Worship – Sanctuary
Livestream -- eastminster-york.org
Preschool/LIU – Room 13
Trustees Meeting – Zoom
Preschool/LIU – Room 13
Staff Meeting – Haines Reception Room
Due to a tight turnaround, all information for the
January Pew Points must be submitted by today!
Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship – Haines Reception Room
Chancel Choir Rehearsal -- Sanctuary
Miriam Circle -- MPR
Church Offices Closed
Preschool Activity – Kitchen & Fellowship Hall
Rental – Fellowship Hall

*MPR= Multipurpose Room

To support Eastminster’s missions and ministries with a gift,
SCAN HERE,
Or go to www.eastminster-york.org

EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Stephen Ministry Congregation
(717) 755-6222 ~ www.eastminster-york.org
311 Haines Road  York, PA 17402

