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Welcome to Worship 

 

             My grace is sufficient for you. 
                      II Corinthians 12:9 



      
 

 

16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  

 September 12, 2021 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

+Please silence cell phones during the worship service+ 

 
* = Please stand if you are able.  

 

 
WE GATHER BEFORE GOD  

CHIMES 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

VISION GATHERING INVITATION  Julie and Brian Stover 

 

There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit (Chorus) 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 



CALL TO WORSHIP   Psalm 46:1-3, 7
   

Leader:  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  

People:  Lord of hosts, be with us still.  

Leader:  Therefore, we shall not fear though the earth gives way, 

though the mountains be hurled into the sea; though its waters rage and foam, 

though the mountains tremble at its tumult.  

People:  Lord of hosts, be with us still.  

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO.  191    God is Our Refuge and Our Strength (all verses)    Winchester Old                       

                 (see music and words at the back of the bulletin) 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION                

God delivers us from paths of death and keeps our feet from stumbling. Let us confess 

all that keeps us from walking in the way of the Lord.  

*THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin of this 

world. Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people divided against 

each other in our pursuits of power, control, and security. The fears and jealousies 

that we harbor set neighbor against neighbor and nation against nation. We abuse 

your good gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and reason, and have 

turned them into bonds of oppression. Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive 

us. Set us free to serve you in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus 

Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.  

SILENT CONFESSION 

 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON         James 5:15-16                

   

Leader: The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Anyone who has 

committed sins will be forgiven.  

People:  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, redeemed and restored to 

God’s path of righteousness. Amen.  

 

 

 

 



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Goodness is Stronger Than Evil John Bell
 

 
  

 

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 

FIRST READING Isaiah 43:1-3       NRSV 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 

mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;  when you walk through fire you 
shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  For I am the 

Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING Morning Has Broken Gaelic Melody 

 Bells of Eastminster 
      

SECOND READING Mark 8:27-38 NRSV 

27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and 
on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And 

they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, 
one of the prophets.” 29 He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.”[a] 30 And he sternly ordered 

them not to tell anyone about him. 
31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 

suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%208%3A27-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24526a


And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 

For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 

become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel,[b] will save 

it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are 

ashamed of me and of my words[c] in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

Leader: The word of the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

SERMON        Looking Back and Looking Forward             Rev. Joshua D. Gill

  
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE 
 

*HYMN NO. 346 (GTG)   For the Healing of the Nations (all verses) St. Thomas 

 (see music and words at the back of the bulletin) 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                  A Brief Statement of Faith 

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in 

Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in 

the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and 

calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.  In a broken and fearful world 

the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to 

Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the 

voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 

peace.  In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 

our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new 

heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time 

and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love 

of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%208%3A27-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24532b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%208%3A27-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24535c


OFFERING Please place your offering in the plates on either side of the  

outdoor worship area. Thank you. 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE God, Your Blessings Overflow Dix 

 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND PRAYERS OF REMEMBRANCE 

O Lord of compassion, who wept at the tomb of Lazarus, who mourned over the city of 

Jerusalem, who stretched out your hands to embrace the suffering of the world on the 

hard wood of the cross, draw near to us now and hear our prayers as we remember all 

those who lost their lives in the tragedy of September 11.  

 

We remember and pray for your peace. 

Moment of silence as we light a candle of remembrance. 

 

 



We recall the individuals who died -- office workers, firefighters, police officers, airline 

passengers, flight crews. We remember also those who, driven by darkened zeal, 

committed these awful deeds. Mindful of your judgment and your mercy, we remember 

the families and friends of the victims who continue to mourn the loss of parents, 

children, husbands, wives, companions.  O Christ, the great healer, as you comforted 

Mary and Martha in their time of sorrow, so encircle grieving families with your loving 

care.  

 

We remember and pray for your comfort. 

Moment of silence as we light a candle of remembrance. 

 

O God of hope, give them assurance that as the one body of Christ, we may look forward 

to being united with them in the glory of Christ’s resurrection.  We remember those on 

Flight 93, the cities of New York and Washington DC, which suffered particular losses 

on September 11.  Lord Jesus our Savior, as you longed to comfort Jerusalem, so bring 

comfort to the neighborhoods and communities that experienced the devastation of plane 

crashes and collapsed buildings. Surround those devastated by tragedy with a growing 

sense of your presence, and lead them again to hope.  

 

We remember and pray for your hope. 

Moment of silence as we light a candle of remembrance. 

 

God of all nations, watch over every country of the earth, comfort them in their distress, 

and draw us together into your one kingdom that cannot be shaken. Enable us, God, to 

put an end to fear: By resolving to live lives that are based on respect for one another; 

By resolving to abide in a peaceful manner and never settle disagreements in our lives in 

a violent way; By resolving not to fall into the trap of blaming entire ethnic groups, 

races, or religions in response to acts of hostility; By resolving that justice, not revenge, 

prevails in our world. 

 

We remember and pray for your unity.  

Moment of silence as we light a candle of remembrance. 

 

Almighty God, we remember before you, all of the people and nations -- those who have 

lived among us and those who lived far away -- who have directed our steps in the way, 

opened our eyes to the truth, inspired our hearts by their witness, and strengthened our 

wills by their devotion. We honor them in their death, and pray that we may one day 

dwell with them in the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

 



THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)           
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever.  Amen  
 

*HYMN Let There Be Peace on Earth Miller and Jackson 

                                  (see music and words at the back of the bulletin) 

WE DEPART FOR SERVICE 
 

*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    

 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Go Now in Peace Natalie Sleeth 

 
 

 
POSTLUDE This Is My Song (Finlandia) Jean Sibelius 

This is my song, O God of all the nations, 

A song of peace for lands afar and mine. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



LEADING THE SERVICE 
 

The Rev. Joshua D. Gill, Pastor 
Randy Yoder, Director of Music 
Bob Moore, Camera Operator 

 
The Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession, are from the Presbyterian Mission Agency. The 

Assurance of Pardon and Call to Confession are from the Presbyterian Outlook Worship 

Resources. The Prayer of the People is based on the Service of Prayer on the Anniversary of 

September 11 and a prayer written by Bro. Darrell Burns S.J 

 
 
 

 

CHANCEL FLOWER DEDICATION 
 

The flowers in the chancel today are given to the Glory of God  
by Bill and Lois Moore in memory of all those who lost their lives during the 

9/11 tragedy. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NEXT SUNDAY, September 19, Pastor Josh’s sermon title is First and Last, and 

the scripture text is Mark 9:30-37.  

VISION SUNDAY – A letter was sent out this week inviting the congregation to join 

together next Sunday as we gather for Vision Sunday. We will begin at 8:30 a.m. for 

coffee, and from 9-10:30 we will have an amazing conversation about the future of our 

church. Worship will follow at 11 a.m. in the sanctuary. If you cannot attend on Sunday, 

please join us Wednesday, September 22, at 7p.m. via Zoom. Let the office know how 

you will participate. RSVP slips were sent with the letter, and are also available in the 

rear of the church. If you are unable attend either of these events, let the office know that 

as well, and someone from the committee will reach out to you personally.  

ESTHER CIRCLE – Esther Circle will meet on Tuesday, September 21st, at 12:30 

p.m. in the Multipurpose Room. All are welcome to join. Please read Ephesians Chapter 

2 in preparation for the discussion.  
 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED -- Sunday, October 

17th is an exciting opportunity for our church to participate in a ministry working hard to 

eliminate hunger by 2030! After the second service we will be filling the food bags 



which will total about 10,000 meals for people around the world in need. There are jobs 

to do for all ages, sitting or standing.  It is an amazing, fun and meaningful experience 

and, we hope you can join us. The sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. Please indicate if you 

would like a bag lunch and if you can help with lifting and carrying some heavy bags 

and boxes when we set up. We do use the elevette which is a help! If you can’t access 

the sign-up sheet, please contact Georgia Mazzolla and she can sign you up. We need 50 

volunteers, so we hope you can participate in this worthy ministry. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD -- We have access to the ‘official’ 

shoeboxes and we have several put together in the Haines House parlor. Please help 

yourself, and we have plenty more if those run out! Please feel free to pick up one of the 

pamphlets that tells some stories of those who received not only the gift boxes, but 

accepted Christ as their Savior. What a wonderful opportunity to spread the Good News 

of His amazing love and saving Grace! 

YOU’RE INVITED -- Katallasso Family Health Center is having its 9th Annual 

Celebration Breakfast! This is a wonderful opportunity to see and hear all the things this 

family health center provides to the community.  They do not take any government 

funds, which enables them to provide Christ-centered health care. This is a ministry EPC 

has supported for many years! Reservations can be made by calling 717-885-5637. The 

date is September 25th at the Church of the Open Door, 8 Carlisle Ct., York, PA. Doors 

open  at 7:45, breakfast and program, 8-10 am.  Thank you for considering the 

invitation! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID SAFEGUARDS 
 

Outdoor Worship:  Please continue to practice social 

distancing. If you are unvaccinated, we ask you to 
continue to wear a mask. For those persons who are fully 

vaccinated, a mask is optional. 

Indoor Worship:  Out of an abundance of caution and 

for the protection and safety of our members, we are 
now requiring the wearing of masks during indoor 

worship. We ask you to please visit with one another 
outside and to practice social distancing while inside the 

sanctuary.  

York County has crossed the threshold into “high 

community transmission” as outlined by the CDC. Once 
that threshold has been crossed, it is recommended that 

everyone wear a mask indoors, regardless of vaccination 
status. It is our hope and prayer that this will be a short-

term situation.  

These guidelines will be reviewed regularly and updated as 
conditions change. 

(guidance as of 8/12/21) 
 



*HYMN OF PRAISE NO.  191    God is Our Refuge and Our Strength (all verses)    Winchester Old 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN NO. 346 (GTG)        For the Healing of the Nations (all verses)  St. Thomas 

 



*HYMN                               Let There Be Peace on Earth Sy Miller and Jill Jackson 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please keep these people in your prayers this week: 

Lucille Crumling 

Marilyn DiCola 

Hilton Foore 

Judie Lightfoot 

Barbara Myers 

Bob Smith  

Janet & Ken Sweigert 

Sophia Valentino 

Linda Williams 

 
If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list, 

please first obtain that person’s permission and then drop a note in the offering plate, 
or contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 717-755-6222. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CALENDAR 
Please see our website, eastminster-york.org, for possible updates and changes. 

 

 
 
 

   

Sun Sep 12 9:00-10:00 a.m. Worship –  Outdoor Worship Center 

  Children’s Sunday School – Room 13 

 9:30-10:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study -- Library 

 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Worship – Livestream -- eastminster-york.org 

 1:00-5:00 p.m. Honors Choir Auditions – Fellowship Hall & Sanctuary 

Mon Sep 13 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Preschool 1st Day 

 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Stephen Ministers -- Library 

 6:30-8:30 p.m. Worship Committee -- MPR 

 7:00-9:00 p.m. Trustees – Board Room 

  Vision Committee -- Library 

Tues Sep 14 10:00-11:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – MPR 

Wed Sep 15 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship – Haines Reception Room 

Thur Sep 16 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Miriam Circle -- MPR 

 7:00-8:00 p.m. Preschool Board -- MPR 

Fri Sept 17  Church Offices Closed 
 
 

*MPR= Multipurpose Room 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To support Eastminster’s missions and ministries with a gift, 

 SCAN HERE, 

Or go to www.eastminster-york.org 

 


