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Gifts of Women Sunday 



 

 

Gifts of Women Sunday 
  

 October 17, 2021 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

+Please silence cell phones during the worship service+ 

* = Please stand if you are able. 

 
WE GATHER BEFORE GOD  

 

CHIMES 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PASSING OF FELLOWSHIP PADS 
 

PRELUDE All Good Gifts Around Us arr. Gilbert Martin 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader:   God has called us together to worship and work 

All:   young and old, men and women, newcomer and member. 

Leader:    God has called us together to love and to serve 

All:   as introverts and extroverts, leaders and followers. 

Leader:   God has called us together to teach and to learn 

All:   the faithful and doubting, hopeful and despairing, wise and foolish. 

Leader:   God has called us together to praise and to pray 

All:   as singer, speaker, hearer, healer and those in need of healing. 

Leader:   God has called us together to be the church 

All:   and we are filled with gifts to be God’s people! 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE            God of the Women (all verses)   Gillette 

                       (see words and music in the back of the bulletin) 
 

 

*CALL TO RECONCILIATION

We know and are assured that nothing is able to separate us from the love of God in 

Jesus Christ.  Let us freely confess the wrong we have done before God. 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 

you with our whole heart and mind and strength.  We have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be, that we may delight in your will and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your holy name… 
 

* SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  

Leader:   …know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 

People: Amen!  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                 Glory to God Jacques Berthier 

 
 

 
 

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 
 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

May the words of our mouths and inspiration of our hearts be acceptable to you, O God, 

our rock and our redeemer.  Amen 

 
 

 



EPISTLE LESSON Philippians 4:4-9    NRSV 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness 
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but 

in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 

any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. 9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and 

heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

  

GOSPEL LESSON  Matthew 6:25-34  The Message 

25-26 “If you decide for God, living a life of God-worship, it follows that you 
don’t fuss about what’s on the table at mealtimes or whether the clothes in 

your closet are in fashion. There is far more to your life than the food you 
put in your stomach, more to your outer appearance than the clothes you 

hang on your body. Look at the birds, free and unfettered, not tied down to 
a job description, careless in the care of God. And you count far more to him 
than birds. 
27-29 “Has anyone by fussing in front of the mirror ever gotten taller by so 
much as an inch? All this time and money wasted on fashion—do you think it 

makes that much difference? Instead of looking at the fashions, walk out 
into the fields and look at the wildflowers. They never primp or shop, but 
have you ever seen color and design quite like it? The ten best-dressed men 

and women in the country look shabby alongside them. 
30-33 “If God gives such attention to the appearance of wildflowers—most of 

which are never even seen—don’t you think he’ll attend to you, take pride in 
you, do his best for you? What I’m trying to do here is to get you to relax, to 

not be so preoccupied with getting, so you can respond to God’s giving. 
People who don’t know God and the way he works fuss over these things, 
but you know both God and how he works. Steep your life in God-reality, 

God-initiative, God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. You’ll find all 
your everyday human concerns will be met. 
34 “Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don’t get 
worked up about what may or may not happen tomorrow. God will help you 
deal with whatever hard things come up when the time comes. 

 

 



MUSICAL OFFERING   The Gift of Love arr. Hal Hopson 

 Tania O’Hearn - soloist 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON       Proverbs 31:10-31 NRSV 

10 A capable wife who can find?  
    She is far more precious than jewels. 
11 The heart of her husband trusts in her, 
    and he will have no lack of gain. 
12 She does him good, and not harm, 
    all the days of her life. 
13 She seeks wool and flax, 

    and works with willing hands. 
14 She is like the ships of the merchant, 

    she brings her food from far away. 
15 She rises while it is still night 
    and provides food for her household 

    and tasks for her servant-girls. 
16 She considers a field and buys it; 

    with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard. 
17 She girds herself with strength, 
    and makes her arms strong. 
18 She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. 
    Her lamp does not go out at night. 
19 She puts her hands to the distaff, 
    and her hands hold the spindle. 
20 She opens her hand to the poor, 

    and reaches out her hands to the needy. 
21 She is not afraid for her household when it snows, 

    for all her household are clothed in crimson. 
22 She makes herself coverings; 
    her clothing is fine linen and purple. 
23 Her husband is known in the city gates, 
    taking his seat among the elders of the land. 
24 She makes linen garments and sells them; 
    she supplies the merchant with sashes. 
25 Strength and dignity are her clothing, 
    and she laughs at the time to come. 
26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, 

    and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 
27 She looks well to the ways of her household, 



    and does not eat the bread of idleness. 
28 Her children rise up and call her happy; 

    her husband too, and he praises her: 
29 “Many women have done excellently, 

    but you surpass them all.” 
30 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, 
    but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 
31 Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, 
    and let her works praise her in the city gates. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

SERMON    A Word to the Wise   Rev. Chris Blackford, H.R. 
 

 

*HYMN NO. 688 (GTG)       Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart (vv. 1 & 3)    Morecambe  

 (see words and music in the back of the bulletin) 
 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE 

 

OFFERING 
 

*OFFERING RESPONSE         We Give Thee But Thine Own              Schumann
  

 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

BLESSINGS OF THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 



THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)   PH, pg. 16 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever.  Amen.  
 

 

*HYMN  NO. 700  (GTG)      I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me (all verses)           Spiritual 

                                       (see words and music in the back of the bulletin)    

 

 
WE DEPART FOR SERVICE 

 

*THE CHARGE                    (Philippians 4:8, adapted) 

Inspired by God’s call, 

the faithful women who have gone before 

and the faithful women in our lives, 

may we go forth from this place, 

      ready to serve, 

      ready to listen, 

      ready to answer God’s call. 

Amen 

 

*BENEDICTION    
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE  Go Now in Peace Natalie Sleeth

 

 
 

 

 



POSTLUDE Voluntary Jonathan Battishill

  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Thank you for wearing your mask. 

Please continue to practice social distancing as you leave the service. 

 

LEADING WORSHIP 
 

The Rev. Chris Blackford, H.R., Guest Pastor 
Randy Yoder, Director of Music  

Camera Operator, Shannon Kapsak 
Readers: (9:00) Lori Koontz 

(11:00) Jane Henty 
Greeters: (9:00) Linda Krom & Janis McCollim 

(11:00) Nancy Edwards & Ann Bowman 

 
 

 

CHANCEL FLOWER DEDICATION 
 

The flowers in the chancel today are given to the Glory of God  
by John and Jane Henty in celebration of Gifts of Women and in memory of 

Jane’s mother, Lucy Persons, who would have been 100 on October 18th.  

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, October 24, Pastor Josh’s sermon title is A Theology of 

Childlikeness: Receive, and the scripture text is Matthew 13:33. Don Wonders will be our 

soloist. 

SERMON SERIES -- On October 24 and 31 we will continue to explore A Theology 

of Childlikeness: Rest, Receive, Respond, partially based off of the work by Rev. Mandy 

Smith called Unfettered: Imagining a Childlike Faith beyond the Baggage of Western 

Culture. 
 

 



IT’S RISE AGAINST HUNGER DAY -- We are so looking forward to our time 

together packing 10,000 meals for the hungry! If you are participating, your bag lunch 

will be in the MPR. If anyone is able to help with bringing supplies in from the truck and 

loading boxes in the truck, we would appreciate your help. Thank you so much for 

participating! 

 

THANK OFFERING 2021 -- Please take time to read the Thank Offering insert in 

today’s bulletin. Consider God’s love and special blessings and let your donation be a 

tangible response of thanks. If you are not prepared to donate today, that’s all right.  You 

can place your Thank Offering envelope or a pew envelope marked “Thank Offering” in 

the offering plates during the next several weeks. Your generosity is appreciated. 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY -- This ministry started in 2009, and today marks 

the beginning of our thirteenth year of providing beautiful Prayer Shawls, lap blankets 

and baby blankets. These offerings are just one of many Gifts of Women. We have six 

(6) Prayer Shawls to be blessed today. This brings the total to 288 prayer shawls/lap 

blankets/baby blankets that have been made over the past 12 years. This year the group 

also knitted and assembled 15 Afghans and one baby blanket. The Prayer Shawls 

provide a gift to let people in our church and the community know that WE CARE.  

Contact Jan Witzke or Beth Anne if you or someone you know would like a Prayer 

Shawl. We also make a supply of Prayer Squares that are available during Stephen 

Ministry Sunday, Gifts of Women Sunday, and also in the church office year round.  

 

EXCITING NEWS! -- Hear ye, hear ye! The Installation Service for our Rev. 

Joshua D. Gill as Eastminster’s Head of Staff will take place on November 7th, 2021 

at 6:30 PM in the sanctuary. This auspicious occasion (delayed by Covid) is an 

exciting time in the life of the church. 

Ordinarily installations are celebrated at a worship service at a time other than Sunday 

morning so that colleagues in ministries and friends in other worshiping communities 

may attend. Because the set hour is 6:30PM and many congregants hesitate to drive at 

night, the Deacons are arranging transportation (EPC Uber!). Janis McCollim is the 

contact person to arrange a ride. You may contact her at (703) 470-8660,  

mccollim@aol.com, or (717) 900-1885. 

A special offering will be taken to support the Teaching Elder Emergency Fund. 

Following the service, a reception will be held in the Fellowship Hall. 

We encourage you to attend this joyous service! 

 

mailto:mccollim@aol.com


SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY will resume the study of Acts today at 

10:00 a.m. in the library. All are welcome as we adventure with Peter and Paul under the 

power of the Holy Spirit to spread the Good News. The church is born and we are 

invited to join the adventure! Study guides are available, so please feel free to join us on 

the journey. 

 

ESTHER CIRCLE -- The Esther Circle will meet Tuesday, Oct. 19th ,  at 12:30 p.m. 

in the MPR. Please read Ephesians Chapter 3. We hope you will join!  

 

MIRIAM CIRCLE -- The Miriam Circle will meet Thursday, Oct. 21st,  10-11:30 

a.m. in the MPR. All are welcome to join! Please bring your Bibles.  

 

CRISPUS ATTUCKS SCHOOL SUPPLY COLLECTION -- From October 

17th to November 14th we will be collecting spiral notebooks, pencils, pens, erasers, 

notebook paper, Chapstick, individual tissue packs and individual hand sanitizers. This 

will be a major help keeping the students supplied and healthy! There will be a container 

in the MPR (near the TPTB bin) until both services are back in the church. Thank you 

for your generosity, as the school is very grateful for your support! 

 

HYGIENE KITS -- Presbyterian Women are taking donations of hygiene items for 

the needy. There is a sheet of items that are to be put in plastic gallon size bags. The 

sheet is in a plastic bin in the MPR marked “Hygiene Kits.” If people just want to 

purchase the items, the women’s circles will put them together and into the bags for 

donating. Any questions, please call JoAnn Hankey.  

 

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES -- Just to let you know, the shoeboxes will be due 

October 31st. If you would like to help pay for the shipping, you can include the $9.00 in 

an envelope and place it in the box. There is no obligation to do so, as PW will pay for 

the postage. Thank you for participating and making it possible for children to be 

introduced to Jesus!  

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – There will be a Congregational Meeting 

October 24 at 9:45 a.m. (directly after the 9 a.m. outdoor service), for the purpose of 

electing Bob Gould as a Trustee. Please mark your calendars.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID SAFEGUARDS 
 

Outdoor Worship:  Please continue to practice social 

distancing. If you are unvaccinated, we ask you to 
continue to wear a mask. For those persons who are fully 

vaccinated, a mask is optional. 

Indoor Worship:  Out of an abundance of caution and 

for the protection and safety of our members, we are 
now requiring the wearing of masks during indoor 

worship. We ask you to please visit with one another 
outside and to practice social distancing while inside the 

sanctuary.  

York County has crossed the threshold into “high 

community transmission” as outlined by the CDC. Once 
that threshold has been crossed, it is recommended that 

everyone wear a mask indoors, regardless of vaccination 
status. It is our hope and prayer that this will be a short-

term situation.  

These guidelines will be reviewed regularly and updated as 
conditions change. 

(guidance as of 8/12/21) 
 



*HYMN OF PRAISE            God of the Women (all verses)   Gillette 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN NO. 688       Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart (vs. 1 & 3)   Morecambe 

 



*HYMN  NO. 700            I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me  (all verses)                  Spiritual 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Please keep these people in your prayers this week: 

Lucille Crumling 

Hilton Foore 

Wyatt Leik 

Janet & Ken Sweigert 

Laura Tyminsky 

Sophia Valentino 

Linda Williams 
 

If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list, 
please first obtain that person’s permission and then drop a note in the offering plate, 
or contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 717-755-6222. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

CALENDAR 
Please see our website, eastminster-york.org, for possible updates and changes. 

 

 
 
 

   

Sun Oct 17 9:00-10:00 a.m. Worship – Outdoor Worship Center (weather permitting) 

  Children’s Sunday School (following the Children’s Moment) 

 10:00-11:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Worship -- Sanctuary 

 12:00-3:00 p.m. Rise Against Hunger Food Packing – Fellowship Hall 

Mon Oct 18 7:00-8:00 p.m. Vision Committee -- Library 

 7:00-9:00 p.m. Session Meeting – Fellowship Hall 

Tues Oct 19 10:00-11:00 a.m. Staff Meeting -- MPR 

 12:30-2:00 p.m. Esther Circle -- MPR 

Wed Oct 20 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship – Haines Reception Room 

Thurs Oct 21 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Preschool Fall Festival – playground and church grounds 

 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Miriam Circle -- MPR 

Fri Oct 22  Church Offices Closed 

 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Preschool Fall Festival – playground and church grounds 
 
 

*MPR= Multipurpose Room 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To support Eastminster’s missions and ministries with a gift, 

 SCAN HERE, 

Or go to www.eastminster-york.org 


