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We had an amazing fi rst Vision Gathering. It was wonderful to hear from so 

many diff erent members. I was truly blown away by the breadth and depth of 

experience. At the gathering there were a few members who have been attending 

EPC since the very beginning and one person who has only been attending for a 

month.  In the meeting we focused on the past and we heard a variety of reasons 

why people began attending EPC from the music program, to children’s and youth 

programming, to how friendly everyone is, and the list went on and on. We also 

heard why people have stayed at EPC, the connections and care that is shown to 

one another, the church family that prays during diffi  cult moments, and the campus 

just to name a few. The vision committee will be refl ecting on these responses and 

working to build a list of our strengths so we can fi gure out how to best capitalize on 

the things we do well and share them with God’s world. 

 We have another amazing gathering planned on Sunday, Oct. 10th. At this 

meeting we will be focusing on the present, looking at the trends in the 

congregation and the community. It promises to be a very enlightening and 

meaningful conversation. Please plan on joining us on October 10 at 8:30 a.m. for 

coff ee and 9-10:30 a.m. for the program. 

Blessings,

Pastor Josh

PEW POINTS
Friends,
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Worship
OCTOBER 3rd           
World Communion Sunday 
Rev. Joshua Gill 

OCTOBER 10th           
Rev. Joshua Gill

OCTOBER 17th           
Gifts of Women Sunday 
Rev. Chris Blackford

OCTOBER 24th   
Stewardship Sunday 
Rev. Joshua Gill

OCTOBER 31st   
Rev. Joshua Gill

Join us for Outdoor worship at 9:00 am
Worship in the santuary at 11:00 am

Livestream during the 11:00 am service.

Stephen Ministry
STEPHEN MINISTRY IN A NUTSHELL

Romans 12:15 “Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.”

Stephen Ministry began in 1975 when the Rev. Kenneth C. Haugk, Ph.D., a pastor and clinical psychologist, trained 
nine members of his congregation in St. Louis to be Stephen Ministers.  They assisted him in providing Christian care 
and support to people in the congregation and community who were experiencing life difficulties.

In 1978 Stephen Ministries held the first Leader’s Training Course and trained the first Stephen Leaders –
representatives of various congregations who then returned home to train and supervise their own  
Stephen Ministers.

Stephen Ministry is a complete system for training and organizing lay people to provide one-to-one Christian care 
to hurting people in and around the congregation.

Stephen ministers and Stephen leaders are commissioned by their congregations at the end of their training.  
Stephen leaders recruit, select and train lay people from the congregation to serve as Stephen ministers.  Stephen 
ministers are given 50 hours of training in such topics as listening, feelings, assertiveness, confidentiality and 
ministering to people in specific situations.  Those situations cover divorce, terminal illness, grief, dementia, aging 
and childbirth, to name a few. 

If you feel that God is leading you to be a part of this ministry, please pray about that possibility and talk with one 
of your Stephen ministers.  God is leading us all on an important journey.  Stephen ministry has a relevant mission 
to fulfill here at Eastminster Presbyterian Church, and we would love for you to join us on our journey.

Tania O’Hearn,  Stephen Leader



PLEASE NOTE
Due to the Session Meeting occurring on Sept. 27, there are no Session Notes for this edition. Please look for 
both September and October Session Notes in the November Pew Points.  

If any member would like to attend a Session meeting, all you need to do is to contact the clerk, Brett Peterson. 
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Session

OUTDOOR WORSHIP GOES ON . . . AND ON . . . AND ON . . .
While we’re waiting for the latest version of Covid to fi nally calm 
down, we’re going to continue worshiping outside at 9:00 a.m. 
all the way to the end of October.  If it rains or if it’s way too cold 
or if the snow is too deep, the 9:00 a.m. service will be held 
indoors with masks.  If the weather is “iff y,” and you are not sure 
whether the service will be indoors or outdoors, look for an 
email no later than 8:00 a.m. that morning.  If you hear nothing 
from us, it means we’re planning to have the service outdoors 
that morning. 

NOTE:  There will not be a 9:00 a.m. service on October 10 due 
to the Visioning Gathering in Fellowship Hall from 
8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Bad Music Joke of the Week ARCHIVE:

There are so many musical jokes . . . I could make you a Liszt.

 •  Why didn’t Handel go shopping?    Because he was Baroque.

 •  How do you fi x a broken brass instrument?   With a tuba glue.

 •  How do you get a trombonist off  your doorstep?   You pay for the pizza.

 •  What’s the diff erence between a musician and a large pizza?   A pizza can feed a family of four. 

 • What’s the diff erence between a conductor and God?    God doesn’t think he’s a conductor.

 •  Why did the pianist  keep banging his head against the keys?    He was playing by ear.

 • Some might say the violinists in an orchestra don’t do much . . . they just fi ddle around.

 • What do you get when 20 violinists start playing at the same time but play diff erent songs? 
  A senseless act of violins. 

 • And fi nally . . . What’s green and sings?    Elvis Parsley   (Ooooooh, that’s SO bad!)

Randy Yoder,  Director of Music
          Rdy1949@gmail.com
          717-891-4536

Music Ministry



 4 PEW POINTS

Eastminster Cares
RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
Sunday, October 17th we will be filling food bags that will 
feed 10,000 people. We are about half way to our total of 50 
volunteers but still need some strong folks who can lift large 
bags of rice, then carry the filled food boxes out to the truck. 
We will have carts to assist and you can also use the elevette. 
Please let us know if you need a bagged lunch because we will 
start packing after the second service. There are sitting and 
standing jobs for all ages. It has been an amazing experience 
in the past, and I’m sure it will be the same this year. The sign-
up sheet is in the Narthex, so please let us know if you can join 
us. It won’t be the same without you!
CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX MINISTRY 
You still have a month to fill a shoebox and introduce a child 
to Jesus Christ and His saving grace. In doing so, you are 
participating in the great commission to “go therefore into 
the world and make disciples,” Matthew 28:19-20. The children 
also have an opportunity to take part in a series of classes 
called the Greatest Journey. We have 45 boxes available from 
Samaritan’s Purse, and you can find them in the lounge in 
the Haines House. In the back of the church, there will be a 
list of items that are always appreciated for the boxes. The 
website for more details is samaritanspurse.org. There is 
also a pamphlet with the boxes that you can take to read 
stories of how lives have been changed by Christ through 
these boxes of gifts. This may be the first time some of the 
children have ever received a gift. We hope you enjoy filling 
your box/boxes. Think how joyful the young boys and girls 
will be receiving a box of gifts—and better still—learning 
of the Greatest Gift, Jesus Christ! Thank you so much for 
participating. There will be a blessing of the boxes near the 
end of the month. If you have any questions, contact Georgia 
Mazzolla.
CRISPUS ATTUCKS COLLECTION 
Before Covid-19, we collected sweatshirts, hats and gloves for 
the young men and women attending the school at Crispus 
Attucks. Because their needs have changed, we will be 
changing our contributions. While they are still in need of 
gloves, they now need school supplies including notebook 
paper, spiral notebooks, pencils, pens, colored pencils, erasers 
and personal size hand sanitizer. There will be a collection 
box from mid-October to mid-November in the back of the 
church where you can drop off your donations. They have been 
quite successful in keeping everyone healthy and are very 
appreciative of our support. We thank you for your thoughtful 
and generous contributions.
BROWNIE BAKERS 
October 7th, is brownie Thursday. As always, brownies are due 
in the Narthex by 10:00 a.m. for delivery to Our Daily Bread. 
Guests love it when it is brownie dessert day, so thank you so 
much for your continuing commitment to baking each month.

TOILET PAPER TRASH BAGS 
Kristie Raffensberger of Harvest Transitional Living 
was delighted with our contribution of 80 rolls of toilet 
paper, 2 rolls of paper towels, a very large container of 
hand soap, and over 100 black bags for trash. Generous 
donations like ours make life better for the guests in her 
homes. We will be gathering TPTB on Sunday, October 
3rd. A tub remains for now, in the MPR for easy drop off 
and at the top of the stairs in the Narthex. Thank you so 
much for your ongoing donations! 
EYES 
As mentioned in the last Pew Points, we met with Denise 
Fuhrman, Principal of East York Elementary School, along 
with Stephen Ministers Tania O’Hearn, Jan Witzke and Jo 
Watson to hear her ideas. She is looking for some people 
who would be available to be a friend to some parents 
of students who are feeling isolated and without family 
or other support systems. We will continue a dialogue 
with Denise regarding the idea. If you are interested 
in hearing more about this, please contact Georgia 
Mazzolla or any of the above mentioned women.  
Thank you!
LOOKING AHEAD 
The holidays will soon be upon us, and if you are looking 
for a gift for “someone who has everything,” you might 
want to consider giving one in their honor from the 
Presbyterian Gift Catalog. Several catalogs are on the 
console table in the foyer of the Haines House. These 
include a variety of items from chicks, to goats, to oxen 
and lots of things in between that help recipients learn a 
new skill and enable them to feed their families directly. 
Thank you for your consideration and kindness for 
helping a family in need.

WORDS OF THANKS
These are in response to the additional $750 sent to 
LifePath and Salvation Army in your name for the 
outstanding ministries they represent. Thank you for 
your generous giving to the “general mission” fund. 
 Salvation Army  Is always grateful for the 
support we provide for the services they offer to the 
community. In the words of Major Bessie Babbitt, “You 
are key to touching more lives in York County and with 
your support, we continue to keep hope alive in those 
who are going through tough time.” And, we all know 
how important hope is: “Now may the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace.”
 LifePath:  In the words of Norman Humber, 
CEO LifePath, “Thank you for the recent gift of $750 to 
help provide meals, a safe place to sleep and access to 
Christ-centered care. . . . Thank you again for sharing 
your blessings to ease suffering every day.”

Georgia Mazzolla,  Missions
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Deacons
DEACON NOTES
Each church member is assigned to a care group administered by the deacons. There are six care groups and 
twelve deacons. Two deacons are assigned to each care group. However, some of us don’t know which care group 
we are in or who our deacons are. Therefore, this month we are introducing the Eastminster Deacons, beginning 
with Care Group One:

Karen Boyer -  
Karen is in her fourth year as a deacon,  
and she attends the 9:00 service.

Tom Fleischer -  
Tom is in his fifth year as a deacon,  
and he attends the 11:00 service.

If you are unacquainted with Karen or Tom,  
say hello next time you see them.

If you don’t know your care group,  
the group listings are posted in Fellowship Hall.

Alternatively, you may call or email the church office  
for assistance: 717-755-6222 / epcyorkoffice@gmail.com

Copies of The Upper Room periodical are located  
on the picnic table for the 9:00 outdoor service;  
and on the back wall for the 11:00 indoor service.

Karen Boyer,  Deacons

Remembered in Prayer Last Month

Eastminster Presbyterian Church –  
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry

All our Military Men and Women around the  
world and their families back home

Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Robin Blakely  

Lucille Crumbling 

Marilyn DiCola 

Hilton Foore 

The family and friends of Peter Hynd 

Judie Lightfoot 

Barbara Myers 

Bob Smith (Lois Moore’s brother) 

Janet & Ken Sweigert 

Barbara Thompson 

Sophia Valentino 

Linda Williams 

People in path of Hurricane Ida 

People in Afghanistan 

Family & Friends of 13 Marines Killed 
in Afghanistan 

People in Harms Way
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Miriam Circle  

Presbyterian Women

IS THIS POSSIBLE?         
I am writing this article on 9/15 (due date for October Pew Points) and it is 
hot and humid outside.  The October newsletter deadline to order your 
November Giant and Weis grocery cards is Sunday, October 31st (Happy 
Halloween) and the pick-up is the following Sunday, November 7th, 
following both services.  Since these are the November cards, start 
planning your menu for the Thanksgiving feasts.  Keep in mind that the 
college kids will be home, hungry and with lots of dirty laundry.  If you 
are not already on the “standing” order sheet or wish to change those 
amounts, contact Sandy (Weis) or Dee (Giant) before 9AM on Monday, 
November 1st.  Our total sales for last month: $11,100.00 with cash back 
of $555.00 split between FMC ($499.50) and PW ($55.50).  We invite all of 
our customers and “non” customers to visit the Haines House to see the 
beautiful new floors and kitchen, all paid for from the grocery card money.  
Keep in mind Thanksgiving and Christmas are not far away, so adjust your 
grocery card needs accordingly. Thank you once again for “doing business 
with us!”

THANK OFFERING 2021 - GOD’S SPECIAL BLESSINGS         
On October 17th , during Gifts of Women Sunday, you will be asked to donate to the Presbyterian Women’s 
annual Thank Offering.  This request which originated over 100 years ago with a small women’s group in 
Springfield, Ohio asks each woman to give a separate, financial gift to express her gratitude for the many 
blessings in her life.  At Eastminister, each year we extend this opportunity to everyone. 
What is done with your donations?  They are used worldwide to fund projects which are designed to improve 
the lives of women, children and men.  At least 40% of your donations support health ministries while the 
remainder is used to fund a variety of projects.  As you will probably remember, several years ago Eastminster 
received a $5,000 grant from Thank Offering donations to expand our Backpack Program to provide 
weekend food to low-income students at East York Elementary School.
Each year grant proposals from churches, health agencies, educational institutions and community groups 
are submitted and reviewed by the Creative Ministries Offering Committee of Presbyterian Women.  Grants 
ranging from $5,000 to $50,000 are awarded to projects which meet the committee’s criteria.  The number of 
grants, however, depends on your generosity.
As you consider this request for a donation, consider the benefits provided to many local communities. Let 
your donation be a tangible response to God’s love and special blessings.
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Facilities Management Committee
WELCOME FALL
This article is being written on a hot and humid summer day (9/15).  By the  
time you read it, we will have officially welcomed fall.  The past month has  
been incredibly busy preparing for the new school and church year, as well  
as completing two major projects.  A total of 218 hours were spent on campus  
with many hours devoted to our preschool also.  Thank you to our FMC  
volunteers and our “honorary” volunteers: Mark and Linda Krom, JoAnn Hankey,  
Sandy Lewis, and Mike Bergeron.  All the windows were cleaned and the  
furniture outside of the C.E. building were power washed.  We even  
enjoyed fellowship and a hot lunch, following COVID precautions, before  
heading home.  Additional hours were spent on landscaping.  Why did God  
make weeds and grass that grow so high?  There was a lot of work done to  
complete the renovation of the church office and the kitchen.  A special  
thanks to Weckers, as who did a wonderful job installing the new floors.   
We thank all of our grocery card “customers” and the Spancake family for  
funding these projects.  Our FMC ranks are shrinking and we sure could  
use a few new “faces.” Please contact Dee if you would like to join us.  We  
meet on the first Tuesday of the month with dessert at 12:30 and the meeting  
at 1PM.  Even if you cannot attend, maybe you could volunteer for Sunday  
lock-up, Friday/Saturday prep of the Outdoor Worship Center, or raking in  
front of the sanctuary during the “leaf” season.  We try to hold both a Spring  
and Fall Saturday workday, as well as special projects during the year.  We welcome young and not so young, guys 
and gals.  We wish all of you, a not so scary Halloween filled with lots of treats! Many hands make light the work, as 
the saying goes, plus we enjoy the company of our church family members.
Dee Hoyt,  FMC Elder

October BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

Date – Anniversary

  3 – Graham & Lynda MacMillian
  7 – Edward & Carolyn Dillman
  9 – Daniel & Maria May
14 – John & Andrea Rohrbaugh
15 – Peter & Melissa Church

Date – Birthday  
  1 – Carl Leaman
  3 – Sarah Foess
  3 – Ellissa Kauffman
  5 – Doris Jonosky
  5 – Kenneth Kellar
  6 – Judy Smith
  9 – Mary Woods
  9 – Grimm Witmer
11 – Ginny Freytag
19 – Fred Becker
19 – Lauren Hopkins
19 – Ryan Moore

19 – Gladys McCoy
22 – Ralph Matunis
22 – Jack Hynd
22 – Dana Kirkpatrick
24 – Jan Witzke
25 – Dan Folk
26 – Danielle Kapsak
28 – Stephanie Elzinga
28 – Lisa Dvoryak
29 – Kathy Lord
30 – Emily Tollinger

19 – Todd & Kathy Lord
19 – Scott & Mary Ellen Bowman
20 – Michael & Jeannie Crumbling
24 – Donald & Bertha Green
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Historian
PC-USA AFFILIATED COLLEGES
When I think of October in the Mid-Atlantic Region, I think 
of pleasant days, cool, crisp nights, vibrant fall leaves, 
farmers harvesting their crops, and football games.  
October means bustling college campuses with the 
activities of Homecoming games.  
There are more than 60 colleges in the United States 
with past or current affiliations with Presbyterian Church-
USA.  We will take a quick look at those past and current 
affiliated colleges in the Mid-Atlantic Region for the sake 
of time and space.
Arcadia University is located in Glenside, PA, and was 
founded in 1863.  The current enrollment is 2,400 
undergrads.  The athletic teams are known as the Knights. 
Grove City College is located in Grove City, PA, and 
was founded in 1876.  The current enrollment is 2,400 
students.  The athletic teams are known as the Wolverines.
Lafayette College is located in Easton, PA, and was 
founded in 1826.  The current enrollment is 2,600 
students.  The athletic teams are known as the Leopards.
Waynesburg University is located in Waynesburg, PA, and 
was founded in 1850.  The current enrollment is 1,800 
students.  The athletic teams are known as the  
Yellow Jackets.

Wilson College is located in Chambersburg, PA, and 
was founded in 1869.  The current enrollment is 1,800 
students.  The athletic teams are known as The Phoenix.
Princeton University is located in Princeton, NJ, and 
was founded in 1746.  The current enrollment is 5,400 
undergrads and 5,600 post graduate students.  The 
athletic teams are known as the Tigers.
Bloomfield College is located in Bloomfield, NJ, and 
was founded in 1868.  The current enrollment is 1,900 
students.  The athletic teams are known as the Bears.
Hampden-Sydney College is located in Hampden-Sydney, 
VA, and was founded in 1775.  The current enrollment is 
1,000 students.  The athletic teams are known as  
the Tigers.
Mary Baldwin University is located in Staunton, VA, 
and was founded in 1842.  The current enrollment is 
1,300 undergrads.  The athletic teams are known as the 
Fighting Squirrels.
Davis & Elkins College is located in Elkins, WV, and was 
founded in 1904.  The current enrollment is 800 students.  
The athletic teams are known as the Senators.
Bob Moore, Church Historian
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Preschool
WE DID IT!  
Back to School at Eastminster Preschool was a success!  Our 
children have acclimated into their daily classroom routines 
quickly and are having fun while learning with their friends.  
What does a typical day look like at our preschool?  If you ask 
a preschooler what they did at school that day, the answer 
will almost always be, “I played.”  And if you peek into the 
classrooms, you will certainly see them playing with toys.  
But there is often more than what you see going on in the 
classroom.  To children, playing is how they work and learn.  Our 
teachers are hard at work developing lessons and creating fun 
ways to explore the learning environment.  

Every classroom takes some time each morning to gather in 
a group and start the day.  We call this our Circle Time and 
it includes story time, songs, exercise, discussions about the 
calendar and weather, and opportunities for the children to 
share news from home.  

Many of our classrooms spend time in centers, which may 
include Blocks, Dramatic Play, Science, Library, Math, Art, and 
more!  The children are free to move around and learn about the 
different concepts that are related to the weekly theme and the 
literacy/math skills they are working on.

In addition to playing and working in centers, the children will 
work in small and large groups at the tables.  They may work 
on a craft, do a letter activity, conduct a science experiment, 
or practice some math skills.  This time is spent working with 
a teacher to complete a specific task. Each classroom also has 
playground time and snack time to add into the busy morning.  
We are incredibly blessed to have a fenced in playground with 
age-appropriate equipment for our students.  After working up 
an appetite, the children move back into the classroom to enjoy 
a snack that is provided by the Helper of the Day.

You may notice that the parking lot gets busy during our drop-
off and pick-up times.  We are working with only one line due 
to the construction in the lower lot, so please be patient as we 
work to adjust to the larger numbers this year.  The busiest times 
of the day will be 8:40-9:15 and 10:45-11:30.  

Thank you for your continued support of our preschool 
program.   
We appreciate our Eastminster Community!

Carly Kearns,  Preschool Director    
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Preschool
IN THE SPOTLIGHT  
Caroline Hays is a teacher at Eastminster Preschool. 
Mrs. Hays is a teacher in the 3 year/3 day and 3 year/2 day 
classes with her aide, Mrs. Ream.   Mrs. Hays is fluent in 
Danish and visits Denmark often to see family.

Mrs. Hays attended Shippensburg University and obtained 
her Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education and a 
minor in Art.  She has worked at The Circle School in 
Harrisburg and TLC Montessori in York.

Mrs. Hays believes that play, nature, and social interactions 
are the best resources for learning at preschool.  This is 
evident in her classroom, as she finds ways to bring nature 
into their everyday lessons.

During her free time, Mrs. Hays likes to spend time 
gardening, hiking, and playing tennis.  She also likes to 
cook and craft with her family.  Mrs. Hays lives in York with 
her husband, two daughters, and her dog.

Carly Kearns,  Preschool Director    



CONTACT INFORMATION 
www.eastminster-york.org

Josh Gill, Pastor 717-850-2715  
 jdgillsr@gmail.com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 717-891-4536  
 randy.epcyork@gmail.com

Beth Anne Foess, Admin Assistant 717-755-6222  
 epcyorkoffice@gmail.com

Dave Bowers, Facilities Manager 717-430-8657 
 dbowers.epcyork@gmail.com

Newsletter Info newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com

Accounting/Finance 717-757-5217  
 epcfinance@gmail.com

Carly Kearns, Pre-School Director 717-755-0543  
 eastminsterpreschool@gmail.com
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Financial Report
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF AUGUST 31, 2021

Ordinary Income Actual Budget
 *Envelope Offering 258,297.86 249,433.00
 Open Plate  578.40 1,308.00
 Sunday School 
  Offering 0.00 0.00
 Per Capita 6,551.09 6,901.00       
 Rental Income 15,150.00 12,482.00
 Interest Income  
  (checking) 0.00 0.00
 Misc. Income 42,298.59 4,699.00

 Total Budget 
  Income 322,875.94 274,823.00

Expenses  
 Payroll 161,671.98   170,120.10
 Accounting Services 6,458.30 7,000.00
 Per Capita Expense 6,863.70 6,863.74
 Bank Expenses 255.00 70.00 
 Moving Expenses 2,768.00 0.00 
  Search Expense 0.00 0.00 
  Deacons’ Open Plate 
  Communion 217.40 800.00
 Stephen Ministries 173.60 200.00 
  Education 127.76 990.00
 Congregational Life/
  Outreach 325.01 2,599.00
 Stewardship 1,168.50 1,600.00 
  Communications 769.72 885.00
 Mission 24,125.00 26,680.00
 Worship 5,016.91 5,230.00
 Administration 90.93 1,120.00
 Plant Expenses 51,121.03 58,863.00
 General Expenses 9,183.46 11,840.00
 Total Budget 
  Expenses 270,336.30 294,860.84

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting an article or announcement for next 

month’s “Pew Points” is the 15th of this month.   
Please email your information to:  

newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com  
Thanks!

*Includes lump sum annual contributions. 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402  




