
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday 
  

March 28, 2021 10:00 a.m. Livestream Worship 
 

 

 

 

WE GATHER BEFORE GOD  
 

CHIMES 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

PRELUDE                  All Glory, Laud and Honor                                       arr. Lloyd Larson 

                Bells of Eastminster 

   

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                       Mark 11 

Leader:  When Jesus entered Jerusalem, those who went ahead were waving palms,  

and those who followed were shouting,  

      People:  “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

Leader:  “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!”  

People:  “Hosanna in the highest heaven!”   

 



*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 89                  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (vv. 1 and 3)                                        Ellacombe 

 
 



*CALL TO CONFESSION                 

On this Sunday there is a wide gap between our shouts of praise at the beginning of the service and our 

entrance into Holy Week and the passion of Jesus by the end of it. Our emotions move from joy to 

seriousness. Our confession on this Sunday calls us to a special awareness of the grace of God that comes to 

us in this chasm between joy and sorrow. Let us confess our sin.    

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, we come waving palms and shouting “Hosanna” for the one who we assume is the Messiah, 

but the Messiah we get is not the Messiah we expect. The Messiah we get calls us to acknowledge and 

name the violence in our world and in our lives, but we accept this violence as the normal way of the 

world. We have learned to live with homelessness, poverty, injustice, racism, sexism and homophobia. 

And when we fail to see and name the evils of our world, we allow them to flourish. Open our eyes, O 

God, to see crucifixions in our midst and help us to participate in the places where you are bringing 

liberation and life. Amen.  

*SILENT CONFESSION 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS            

Leader:  Friends, the good news of the gospel assures us that God in Christ meets us in the broken places 

in order to redeem, liberate and heal us. 

People: In Christ, we are healed and our eyes are opened. In Christ we are empowered to partake 

in God’s liberating and justice-seeking work in our world. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                 Goodness is Stronger Than Evil                                Goodness is Stronger 

 
 

 

 

 



WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  LESSON                             Psalm 118: 19-29                   NRSV 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to 

the Lord. 
20 This is the gate of the Lord the righteous shall enter through it.21 I thank you that you have 
answered me and have become my salvation. 22 The stone that the builders rejected has 

become the chief cornerstone. 23 This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This 
is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.[c] 25 Save us, we beseech 

you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 26 Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord.[d] We bless you from the house of the Lord. 27 The Lord is God, and he has 
given us light. Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar.[e] 28 You 

are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you. 29 O give thanks 
to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 

 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING                                       All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name                                   arr. Bill Ingram 

Bells of Eastminster                                                                        

  

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                          John 12:12-16                                                            NRSV 

12 The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to 

Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord-the King of Israel!” 14 Jesus 

found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written:15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. 
Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!”16 His disciples did not understand these 
things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had 

been written of him and had been done to him. 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

SERMON                       “An Entrance to Remember”                                     Rev. Joshua D. Gill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+118&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15894c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+118&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15896d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+118&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15897e


WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE 
 

HYMN NO. 91                                            Ride On! Ride On in Majesty (vv. 1 and 3)                               St. Drostane 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                      Romans 3:31-39 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? Who will bring any 

charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, 

yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate 

us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I 

am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 
 

*OFFERING  

 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                       Give Thanks to the Lord           Lyons 
 

 
 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)          PH, pg. 16 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever.  Amen.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN NO.  88                                     All Glory, Laud and Honor (vv. 1 and 4)                   Valet Will Ich Dir Geben 

 
 



WE DEPART FOR SERVICE 
 

*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                                   Go Now in Peace                                                   Natalie Sleeth 

 
 

 
POSTLUDE                                                       Processional                                            William Mathias 

                            

               

Leading Worship 
 

The Rev. Joshua D. Gill, Pastor 

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 

Jane Henty ~ Liturgist 

Glenn Bloss ~ Camera Operator 

 
Call to Worship, Call to Confession, Prayer of Confession, and the Assurance of Forgiveness are from the Presbyterian 

Outlook Worship Resources.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

~ Maundy Thursday ~ 
a service of communion 

7 p.m. Livestream 
 

~ Good Friday ~ 
Pre-recorded worship featuring special music, and meditations on scripture and art.  

(The broadcast will be released Friday morning) 
 

~ Easter Sunday ~ 
a service of communion 
9 a.m. Livestream Only 

11 a.m. Outdoor Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, April 4, is Easter Sunday. Pastor Josh’s sermon will be New Beginnings, and the 

scripture will be Mark 16:1-8.  Julie, Brian and Scott Stover will provide our musical offering. 

 

GROCERY CARDS -- Today is the last day to order grocery cards for April.  Please note change for 

pickup and payment will be Wednesday, April 7th, 10 to 12 noon in MPR. Happy Easter to everyone! 

 

DEACON MEMORIAL FUND -- The church deacons are responsible to care for and nurture our 

church members. This is accomplished by making phone calls, sending cards, helping members in need, 

and staying in touch with the church members. We are funded by receiving half the loose offering on 

communion Sundays. We also have a Deacons Memorial Endowment Fund that we have invested in, 

and we use the yearly interest to support our work.  

Each year during the Lent season we invite our church members to make a “supplemental” gift to the 

Deacons Memorial Fund as a suitable memorial for loved ones. If you desire to make a contribution this 

year, please make your check payable to EPC and note the name you would like to honor with your 

“Memorial Contribution.” Thank you from the EPC Deacons! 



EASTER IN-PERSON WORSHIP – As approved by Session during its March meeting, we will 

return to in-person worship for Easter Sunday! It is fitting that our first day back in person we will be 

celebrating the resurrection of Jesus. Beginning that day, and running through the end of May, worship will 

be livestreamed from the sanctuary (no attendees) at 9:00 a.m. We will have worship in person at 11 a.m. in 

the Outdoor Worship Center. We look forward to taking small steps back to a normal worship experience.  

 

BROWNIE BAKERS --  Thursday, April 1st is brownie day! Please have your mouth watering treats 

to the church narthex by 10:00 for delivery. And, if possible, please wrap them individually. If not, please 

bake a pan or two as usual! We appreciate your faithful baking for the guests at Our Daily Bread!! They are 

always happy to see brownies for dessert!! 

 

EASTER FOOD GIFT CARDS --  The food gift cards have been delivered to the fourteen families at 

Bell Family Shelter. They were thrilled to hear we were providing the gift cards and that the families are so 

grateful!!Thank you so much for your generous financial donations!! Please look for the total collected in 

the May Pew Points!! Have a joyful Easter!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please keep these people in your prayers this week: 

+All our military men and women around the world and their families back home+ 

+Eastminster Presbyterian Church – its congregation, mission, and ministry+ 

+ Stephen Ministers and their care receivers+ 

 

Anna Baker 

Robin Blakely 

Rev. Michael Campbell 

Cade Curran 

Judie Lightfoot 

Alan McIntosh 

 

Our preschool staff, students and families 

Students, teachers and school staff during this challenging school year 

Those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and all frontline workers 

EPC Shut-ins 
 

If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list, 

please first obtain that person’s permission and then  

contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 717-755-6222. 

 


