3rd Sunday in Lent
March 7, 2021

10:00 am Livestream

WE GATHER BEFORE GOD
CHIMES
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Just As I Am, Without One Plea

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

For forty days and nights the rain fell, and the waters covered the face of the earth.
Lead us, O Lord, from death to life.
For forty years the people wandered, seeking the land of God’s promise.
Lead us, O Lord, from death to life.

arr. Dale Wood

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 138

Holy, Holy Holy! Lord God Almighty! (vv. 1 and 4)

Nicaea

*CALL TO CONFESSION

Romans 5:8

This is the proof of God’s great love: that while we were sinners, Christ died for us. Trusting in the gracious
mercy of God let us confess our sins together.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, you have commanded us to love you above all and to have no other gods. You have called
us to love others as you love them. But we are personally and socially deformed by the love of other
“gods” — the false gods of prosperity and materialism, of racial and ethnic privileging, of gender
exclusivity and of nationalistic imperialism. Forgive us our sins and transform us by your Spirit that we
might learn to love as you love and to live as people who have been baptized as your own children.
Amen.

*SILENT CONFESSION
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader:
People:

Listen, so that you may live: the steadfast love of the Lord never fails.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE No. 579

Glory Be to the Father

Gloria Patri

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Exodus 10:3-6

NRSV

So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh, and said to him, “Thus says the Lord, the God of the
Hebrews, ‘How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me? Let my people go, so that
they may worship me. 4 For if you refuse to let my people go, tomorrow I will bring locusts into
your country. 5 They shall cover the surface of the land, so that no one will be able to see the
land. They shall devour the last remnant left you after the hail, and they shall devour every tree
of yours that grows in the field. 6 They shall fill your houses, and the houses of all your officials
and of all the Egyptians—something that neither your parents nor your grandparents have seen,
from the day they came on earth to this day.’” Then he turned and went out from Pharaoh.

MUSICAL OFFERING

My Jesus, I Love Thee

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON

John 2:13-22

arr. Mark Hayes

The Message

When the Passover Feast, celebrated each spring by the Jews, was about to take place,
Jesus traveled up to Jerusalem. He found the Temple teeming with people selling cattle and
sheep and doves. The loan sharks were also there in full strength.
13-14

Jesus put together a whip out of strips of leather and chased them out of the Temple,
stampeding the sheep and cattle, upending the tables of the loan sharks, spilling coins left and
right. He told the dove merchants, “Get your things out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house
into a shopping mall!” That’s when his disciples remembered the Scripture, “Zeal for your house
consumes me.”
15-17

But the Jews were upset. They asked, “What credentials can you present to justify this?”
Jesus answered, “Tear down this Temple and in three days I’ll put it back together.”
18-19

They were indignant: “It took forty-six years to build this Temple, and you’re going to
rebuild it in three days?” But Jesus was talking about his body as the Temple. Later, after he
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered he had said this. They then put two and
two together and believed both what was written in Scripture and what Jesus had said.
20-22

Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON

Everything is Holy

Rev. Joshua D. Gill

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE
*HYMN NO. 293

This is My Father’s World (vv. 1 and 3)

Terra Beata

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostles’ Creed
(Traditional Version) PH, pg. 14
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.

OFFERING
*OFFERING RESPONSE No. 592

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Doxology

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE
Everyone who thirsts, come to the water; let those who have no money come and eat. God will satisfy our
souls with a rich feast, and we will bless the Lord as long as we live.
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. Let us give thanks to
the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. We give you thanks and praise, O God, in this
dry and weary land. You set a table for us in the wilderness and provide for all our needs. Even when we
complain against you, you feed us with bread from heaven. When we quarrel and question your grace, you give
us water from a stone. How can we keep silent? Even dry bones in the valley of death stand to sing your praise:

We give you thanks and praise for Jesus, our way in the wilderness, our companion in the desert….
THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

*HYMN

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (vv. 1 and 3)

Kingsfold

WE DEPART FOR SERVICE
*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE

POSTLUDE

Go Ye, Therefore

I Will Sing of Thy Great Mercies

Gretchen Dekker

Felix Mendelssohn, arr. Lani Smith

Leading Worship
The Rev. Joshua D. Gill, Pastor
Randy Yoder, Director of Music
Sue Bergeron ~ Liturgist
Beth Anne Foess ~ Camera Operator
The Call to Worship and Call to Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness are from the Book of Common Worship.
The Prayer of Confession are from the Presbyterian Outlook.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEXT SUNDAY, March 14, Pastor Josh’s sermon will be Saving the World, and the scripture will be
John 3:14-21.

GROCERY CARDS – Grocery cards will be available for pick up today in the Multipurpose Room
between 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 am.

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFO – A couple of weeks ago we sent out a request for emergency
contact information. The response has been wonderful so far. Thanks to all who have already provided their
information. Just a reminder, please return the information to the church office by March 15.

FINANCIAL DONATIONS FOR EASTER FOOD BOXES -- The mission committee hopes this is
the last time we will be asking for money instead of food items and dry goods for the fourteen families at Bell
Family Shelter to help them celebrate Easter! We have decided to purchase gift cards (Weis) in the amount of
$75 for each family, which comes to $1,050. We will be collecting money all through March, and if you are
writing a check, please include Easter Gift Cards in the memo line. We, along with the Bell families,
appreciate your generous support! Thank you so much!

UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONS – Many members have requested copies of The Upper Room in the past
several months. There are now several copies available in the church office. You may stop by any time
Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. to pick one up. Thank you to the Deacons for making them available!

PLEASE CHECK THE DOORS! – If you are accessing any of the church buildings, please make sure
the doors are completely closed and locked before you leave. Thanks!

Church Leadership Nominating Form
To assist the Nominating Committee in gathering names of members to be considered for
leadership rolls, we ask that you complete the form below and turn it in to the church
office, or contact Dick Witzke at rawitzke2@gmail.com.
Eastminster relies on its members to lead its programs. Please list those individuals, or
yourself, that you feel would act as good Christian leaders for our Church.
Also indicate the Board this person would be suited to serve on.
Leadership positions needed to fill for the 2022 year:
1 Elder (Facilities Management), 1 Deacon and 3 Preschool board members.
Member

Elder

Deacon Trustee Pre School

Please keep these people in your prayers this week:
+All our military men and women around the world and their families back home+
+Eastminster Presbyterian Church – its congregation, mission, and ministry+
+ Stephen Ministers and their care receivers+
Anna Baker
Rev. Michael Campbell
Cade Curran
Dee Hoyt
Ted Levchenco
Judie Lightfoot
Alan McIntosh
Brian Page
The Peck Family
Linda Williams
Dalton Windon
Don Wonders
Our preschool staff, students and families
Students, teachers and school staff during this challenging school year
Those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and all frontline workers
EPC Shut-ins
If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list,
please first obtain that person’s permission and then
contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 717-755-6222.

