2nd Sunday in Lent
10:00 a.m. Livestream Worship

February 28, 2021

WE GATHER BEFORE GOD
CHIMES
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
Martin

God Whose Giving Knows No Ending

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Our faith depends upon the grace of God.
Praise the Lord, who gives life to the dead.
Jesus calls us to be his disciples.
We take up the cross to follow him.

Beach Spring, arr. Gilbert

Rom. 4:16-17, Mark 8:34

*HYMN OF PRAISE

*CALL TO CONFESSION

Great God of Every Blessing (vv. 1 and 2)

Aurelia

2 Cor. 5:20

In the name of Christ, I urge you: be reconciled to God. Trusting in the gracious mercy of God let us confess
our sin.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you and one another in our thoughts, our words
and our actions. There is a brokenness in us that reflects the brokenness of our world — and it is deep
and broad. Yet in your mercy and healing grace, you can restore us and empower us to walk in the
way of Christ. In your mercy and healing grace, you can reform our paths toward love and justice for
our neighbors and for the earth. In your mercy and healing grace, you can make your peace – your
shalom – a reality in our communities and lives. Amen.
*SILENT CONFESSION
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Leader:
People:

Isa. 55:3

Listen, so that you may live: the steadfast love of the Lord never fails. In the name of Jesus
Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God.

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Seek Ye First

Lafferty

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Gen 17:1-7, 15-16

NRSV

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am
God Almighty;[a]walk before me, and be blameless. 2 And I will make my covenant between me
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face; and God said
to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of
nations. 5 No longer shall your name be Abram,[b] but your name shall be Abraham;[c] for I have
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will
make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant between me
and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant,
to be God to you and to your offspring[d] after you.
15
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be
her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

MUSICAL OFFERING

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON

There Is a Redeemer
Don Wonders, solo

Melody Green

Mark 8:31-38

The Message

Jesus warned them to keep it quiet, not to breathe a word of it to anyone. He then began
explaining things to them: “It is necessary that the Son of Man proceed to an ordeal of suffering,
be tried and found guilty by the elders, high priests, and religion scholars, be killed, and after
three days rise up alive.” He said this simply and clearly so they couldn’t miss it.
32-33
But Peter grabbed him in protest. Turning and seeing his disciples wavering, wondering
what to believe, Jesus confronted Peter. “Peter, get out of my way! Satan, get lost! You have no
idea how God works.”
34-37
Calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “Anyone who intends to come with me has to
let me lead. You’re not in the driver’s seat; I am. Don’t run from suffering; embrace it. Follow
me and I’ll show you how. Self-help is no help at all. Self-sacrifice is the way, my way, to saving
yourself, your true self. What good would it do to get everything you want and lose you, the real
you? What could you ever trade your soul for?
38
“If any of you are embarrassed over me and the way I’m leading you when you get around
your fickle and unfocused friends, know that you’ll be an even greater embarrassment to the
Son of Man when he arrives in all the splendor of God, his Father, with an army of the holy
angels.”
30-32

Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SERMON

Pronouncements and Rebukes

Rev. Joshua D. Gill

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE
HYMN

Will You Come and Follow Me? (vv. 1 and 5)

Kelvingrove

A Brief Statement of Faith

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good
news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing children, healing
the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to
repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified,
suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus
from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death
to life eternal. With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*OFFERING
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE

God, Your Blessings Overflow

Dix

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)
PH, pg. 16
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

*HYMN NO. 403

What a Friend We Have in Jesus (vv. 1 and 2)

Converse

WE DEPART FOR SERVICE
*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE

POSTLUDE

God Be the Love (v. 1)

How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place (from “Requiem”)

Green Tyler

Johannes Brahms

Leading Worship
The Rev. Joshua D. Gill, Pastor
Randy Yoder, Director of Music
Kate Strickler ~ Liturgist
Shannon and Michael Kapsak ~ Camera Operators
Call to Worship, Call to Confession, Assurance of Forgiveness are from the Book of Common Worship. The Prayer of
Confession is from the Presbyterian Outlook Worship Resources.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEXT SUNDAY, March 7, Pastor Josh’s sermon will be Everything is Holy, and the scripture will be
John 2:13-22.

GROCERY CARDS -- Today is the last day to order for March. Pickup will be next Sunday, March
7th from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. Heads up for APRIL orders----because Easter is the first Sunday of the
month, April’s pickup date will be Wednesday, April 7th from 10:00 to 12:00. You may want to order
more cards in March to cover your Easter celebration. Thank you for your support!

BROWNIE BAKERS -- Thursday, March 4th at 10:00 is the time and date those wonderful brownie
desserts for Our Daily Bread are due in the church Narthex. Just a reminder that, if you are able, to
individually wrap the brownies for their bagged lunches. If not, please do bake and bring your brownies!
Thank you so very much on behalf of ODB!

PRAYER PARTNERS WANTED – The Missions Committee is interested in having a prayer partner
for each of the youth of the church and for each ministry EPC supports. The time frame requested will be
limited, but necessarily finite by your choice. Please Georgia Mazzolla know if you are interested and she
will be in touch with details. Thank you so much, as we know how important and powerful prayer is!

PLEASE CHECK THE DOORS! – If you are accessing any of the church buildings, please make
sure the doors are completely closed and locked before you leave. Thanks!

UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONS – Many members have requested copies of The Upper Room in the
past several months. There are now several copies available in the church office. You may stop by any time
Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. to pick one up. Thank you to the Deacons for making them available!

Please keep these people in your prayers this week:
+All our military men and women around the world and their families back home+
+Eastminster Presbyterian Church – its congregation, mission, and ministry+
+ Stephen Ministers and their care receivers+
Anna Baker
Rev. Michael Campbell
Cade Curran
Connor Hensley
Dee Hoyt
Ted Levchenco
Judie Lightfoot
Alan McIntosh
Brian Page
The Peck Family
Linda Williams
Don Wonders
Our preschool staff, students and families
Students, teachers and school staff during this challenging school year
Those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and all frontline workers
EPC Shut-ins
If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list,
please first obtain that person’s permission and then
contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 717-755-6222.

