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 The last several weeks have been exciting and productive in the life of 
Eastminster Church. A working group consisting of myself, Jack Hynd, Dick Witzke, 
and Linda Krom met with three different consultants to talk about developing a 
vision for Eastminster’s future.  We interviewed the three consultants, reviewed their 
plans, and contacted 15 references. The working group made a recommendation 
to the Session and we expect the Session to vote on this recommendation in its 
March meeting. It is exciting to think about how God is going to use this process to 
strengthen our church. I would encourage you to pray to about this process.

 We have also been working hard to care for the spiritual needs of our community. 
Throughout the season of Lent, Randy and I will be putting together a weekly video 
devotional series. These will be available on Wednesdays on our Facebook Page as 
well as our website throughout the season of Lent. 

 The church has continued to find new and creative ways to care for our members 
during difficult moments. Tania O’Hearn has recently felt called to enter into Stephen 
Ministry leadership. She has been attending leadership training classes online and 
when she completes those classes she will work alongside Judie Lightfoot and Jan 
Witkze in this important caring ministry. The Deacons working with Lois Moore, 
Tania O’Hearn, Nancy Dostal and Beth Anne Foess are compiling a list of emergency 
contacts for the church to keep on file. This will help the church to more effectively 
care for our members; there have been moments where it would be helpful for the 
church to be able to contact a child, friend, relative, or parent of a member and the 
church often finds it does not have this information. The group is asking everyone to 
submit their information to the office by March 15.  

 The Presbytery of Donegal recently sent a letter encouraging all congregations 
to continue worshiping remotely. They have not offered a timeline on when they 
will lift this advice but continue to monitor the conditions in our area.  I know that 
worshiping online does not feel the same, and my continued hope is once conditions 
allow, we will safely worship together. I miss seeing your eyes in the sanctuary, but 
until the day we are together again, be encouraged by all the incredible work our 
congregation is undertaking.

                               Blessings,

                  Pastor Josh

PEW POINTS 
Friends,



NOTES FROM YOUR SESSION
Both the Church and Pre School applied for the Paycheck Protection Program loans under the second round 
approved by the Congress.  The monies were received by both. 

With members of Eastminster aging, it was felt that we need to embark on a strategic planning process.  This 
would help determine what Eastminster needs to do to remain viable for the next 10 to 15 years.  To that end, 
three companies were interviewed to conduct this process.  One company, The Center for Healthy Churches, 
was determined to be the best suited for our needs.  The process and selection were presented to Session for 
their consideration.  A decision will be made at the March Session meeting.  If Session approves, the process 
will start with the selection and training of a leadership group.  The interface with the congregation would 
start in September.

The question was asked whether the Easter Egg Hunt should be held at the end of March.  While 
improvements are being made every day in the fi ght with Covid, York County is lagging signifi cantly behind 
other counties in the state.  Currently the PCR rate for York County is 11.6%, which is the fourth highest in the 
state.  The minimum guideline is 10%, with the preferred rate being 5%.  This lack of progress also impacts 
our ability to return to in person worship.  As soon as weather will permit, we will attempt to return to 
outdoor worship.

Currently the Pre School is a separate legal corporation.  The possibility of combining with the Church into 
one corporation was discussed.  No action was taken.  There are many issues to be addressed before any 
decision is to be made.

Session meets the third Monday of each month.  If anyone would like to attend a Session meeting, please 
contact the clerk (Jack Hynd).   Our next meeting will be March 15th at 7:00PM and will be held via Zoom.
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Worship

Session

MARCH 7th        
3rd Sunday of Lent 
Rev. Joshua Gill

MARCH 14th 
4th Sunday of Lent 
Rev. Joshua Gill

MARCH 21st        
5th Sunday of Lent 
Rev. Joshua Gill

MARCH 28th        
Palm Sunday 
Rev. Joshua Gill
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OUR BELL CHOIRS
Eastminster has a history of supporting bell choirs since 1965 when the first set of three octave bells was 
purchased as a memorial to Jeffrey Schauer, an Eastminster member who died at the age of fifteen as a result 
of a tobogganing accident.  Since that time, a fourth octave of bells and a full set of hand chimes were added, 
and the bells have been in continuous use during worship services for more than fifty years.  

We owe a debt of gratitude to all those who volunteer to be part of the bell choir. Despite the pandemic, 
the ringers of the Bells of Eastminster have continued to participate on a regular basis (with a smaller group 
practicing social distancing and wearing masks, of course.)  Many thanks to those who have been ringing 
during the past six months:  Robin Blakely, Beth Anne Foess, Sam Foess, JoAnn Hankey, John Henty, Janis 
McCollim, Tania O’Hearn, and Kate Strickler.  We’re hoping and planning to get back to a regular schedule in the 
Fall, and you’re welcome to join us.  

LIVE STREAM UPDATE
In response to your comments about the low volume level of the sound on our live stream broadcasts, we have 
made adjustments that should have made a substantial difference.  Hopefully, the sound is much stronger for 
you now . . . please let us know if you are still experiencing difficulty in hearing the broadcasts.  Past broadcasts 
(all the way back to May 31, 2020) are now archived on YouTube at “Eastminster Presbyterian Church York PA.”  
You can find a link to the YouTube page on the Broadcast page of our website.

PROFESSIONAL GROWTH
Each year, I look forward to the annual convention of the American Choral Directors Association, an 
organization to which I am proud to belong.  This year’s national conference was slated to be held in Dallas, but 
(just like everything else) it has been moved online.  The virtual conference will be held March 18-20, and I’m 
looking forward to hearing performances by outstanding choirs (youth, high school, college and professional) 
and a special performance by England’s Kings Singers.  I always feel refreshed, invigorated, and challenged by 
this experience and I remain grateful to the members of Eastminster’s congregation for your continued support 
of the music ministry.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at rdy1949@gmail.com or at 717-891-4536.

Randy Yoder,  Director of Music

Music Ministry

Remembered in Prayer Last Month

Eastminster Presbyterian Church –  
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry
All our Military Men and Women around the  
world and their families back home
Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Chris Boyer 

Rev. Michael Campbell 

Cade Curran 

Sally Frey 

Bob Heffner 

Connor Hensley 

Dee Hoyt 

Don Hoyt and Family 

Alan McIntosh 

Jean Lease   

Ted Levchenco 

Judie Lightfoot 

Steve Moore 

Brian Paige 

The Peck Family 

Bob Smith 

Sam Stover 

Barry Trattner 

Family and Friends of Andrew Webber 

Linda Williams 

Don Wonders 

Ron Ziegler
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Eastminster Cares
EASTER ‘FOOD BOXES’ 
With Easter just around the corner, it’s time to think about 
the food box ministry for the fourteen families at Bell Family 
Shelter. Hopefully, this will be the last time we will be asking 
for financial donations instead of food. We decided to do 
the $75.00 Weis gift cards for each of the families so they can 
have a lovely Easter dinner celebration. We will need a total 
of $1,050, so we are asking for your support. Please make 
checks payable to Eastminster Presbyterian Church with Easter 
Food Boxes in the memo line. We thank you so much for your 
generosity, and I know the families at Bell will be very grateful.
BROWNIE BAKERS REMINDER 
Our Daily Bread has requested that, if possible, we individually 
wrap the brownies since they are still doing the bagged 
lunches. (I use snack baggies.) And thank you to those 
who are able to do so. This cuts down on their preparation 
considerably and would be a great help to them. If you cannot, 
please continue baking as usual. Brownies are due this month 
on Thursday, March 4th at 10:00. Let me know if you have any 
questions. Thank you to all for your continued baking through 
these challenging times.
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
OGHS will be delayed this year and will occur in the summer 
when you can pick up an envelope and bulletin insert at our 
outdoor worship service. We had a very successful campaign 
last year doing it at this time. Hopefully we will be back in 
church before then.
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
Money has been collected through February, and we will 
have a report for you next month. Thank you to those who 
participated. All money will go to the York County Food Bank 
for Hunger Free York.
PRAYER PARTNER VOLUNTEERS 
We are interested in seeking a prayer partner for each of our 
youth in the church and for each ministry that we support. 
I am working with Jennifer Sefton and Josh regarding the 
youth and the mission committee for the ministries. Details 
will be taken care of by mailing the parents of the youth and 
the ministries directly. Since there will be limited time frames, 
if you are interested in volunteering, please let me know.  
Thank you.
RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
We are stepping out in faith and setting a date in the fall to 
pack 10,000 meals for our neighbors in need. We are in the 
beginning stages of planning and will keep you posted. We 
hope and pray we can work it all out!
CINDY CORRELL, HAITI MISSIONARY 
From JoAnn Hankey, we learned that Cindy has returned  
to Haiti after having been brought home when things were 
too dangerous for her to be there. She is now working on a 
garden project that teaches the locals better food-production 
and selling practices as well as how to  
sustain themselves. 
YORK BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION, FOOD TRUCK 
YBA heard of a need for food in the Hellam, Wrightsville 

area. We have decided to partner with them to 
provide financial support and volunteers on the 
fourth Saturday of the month to pack and deliver 
food to families in need. We will provide $2,000 for 
the year from budgeted money. We have reduced the 
LifePath budgeted amount from $4,000 to $2,000, 
since they have a great deal of community support 
and the donation/stores. We will most likely send them 
additional money from the general mission money that 
comes in because of all the wonderful work they do 
and the people they reach! Volunteers are needed 
to assist in this new ministry. You can volunteer 
once or multiple times. About twelve volunteers are 
needed each month. Start time is 9:00, in order to fill 
the food bags before the families arrive. The location 
is the United Methodist Church in Hellam. If you are 
interested, please contact Lee Hankey by phone or 
text. He will fill you in on all the details. Thank you for 
serving and supporting our neighbors in need. Thirty-
eight families were served the first time and fifty the 
second time. Word is spreading!
WORDS OF GRATITUDE 
 York County Food Bank, Hunger Free York,  
has expressed their gratitude for our faithful support 
with these words from Jennifer Brillhart, President and 
CEO: “… families facing hunger will not have to worry 
about where they will get their next meal. Your support 
is a tremendous asset in helping us make sure every 
member of the community has access to high quality, 
nutritious food.”
 Katallasso Family Health Center:  They thank 
us for the continued support of their mission to provide 
excellent, Christ-centered health care for body, mind 
and spirit. This sends a message of hope and life to 
those who are in need of loving care.
 PCUSA  sent a year-end thank you for the 
generous 2020 One Great Hour of Sharing special 
offering of $2,875.00. This, along with donations from 
other congregations, will be used to spread the love of 
Christ to those in need!
 Servant Partners, the mission ministry of 
Dan, Denise and Isaiah Anderson, sends thanks for 
the support of those who are working toward the 
transformation of the urban poor communities and 
for providing a variety of Christian-based programs 
and Bible studies for the health and well being of the 
community members.
We are blessed to be able to support ministries, 
near and far, that make a difference in people’s lives. 
Thank you for your continued generous support. We 
look forward to the time when we will be back to 
full ministry through volunteering and serving our 
community as we journey with Jesus!
Georgia Mazzolla,  Missions



Eastminster Presbyterian Church 5

Miriam Circle  
SMILING IRISH EYES AND CHOCOLATE EASTER BUNNIES         
Hopefully you ordered enough Giant and Weis grocery cards to serve an Irish feast on 
St. Patrick’s Day and even green carnations for a centerpiece. Because the deadline 
for submitting Pew Point articles is the 15th of the month, you are reading about the 
April orders and that means our thoughts turn to Easter traditions and celebrations, 
which brings us to another point, the pick-up. The last day to order the April cards will 
be Sunday, March 28th, if you are not on the monthly lists maintained by Sandy (Weis) 
and Dee (Giant). The orders are called in first thing Monday morning, so, anything after 
approximately 9AM is too late. Normally pick-up would be the following Sunday, which 
is April 4th, Easter. We still may not be worshipping in person then since Presbytery 
has recommended waiting until after the last April Sunday to possibly reopen our 
sanctuary. Therefore, grocery cards will be available for pick-up on Wednesday, April 
7th, 10am-Noon in the Haines House. There will be reminders in the Sunday bulletins, 
as we want everyone to be aware of these changes. Our total sales for last month 
were $11,200.00 and FMC earned $504.00 and P.W. received $56.00. Thank you for your 
continued support of this fundraiser and coming to get your cards a day earlier due 
to winter weather forecasted for that Sunday. Sandy and Dee would also like to thank 
our delivery “angels” who have brought grocery cards to the members of our church 
family who are unable to travel to EPC. Wishing you all the Luck of the Irish!

Facilities Management Committ ee 
TRANSITIONS
March can certainly be called a month of transitions. While we will see robins on our lawns and crocus peeking thru 
the ground, we know better than to put our snow shovels in the back of the shed or garage. The days are getting 
longer but most of us hate to lose that hour of sleep when Spring does officially arrive. Housebound due to COVID 
and winter chills, we begin to plan our gardens and summer vacations with or without COVID precautions. The EPC 
campus has been relatively quiet and plumbing issues are being addressed. Low flow toilets are great for water 
conservation but can result in expensive repairs. Facilities Manager, Anthony, his assistant, Dave and several FMC 
volunteers are taking this time to do smaller projects and repairs. The church office is being “spruced” up to be more 
welcoming to visitors.  Also, in reference to the Haines House, a powder post beetle issue has been discovered in the 
MPR and an inspection of the slate roof indicates damaged tiles. Both issues are being addressed. Session approved 
the purchase of an ionization system for our HVAC and it was installed last month, another layer of protection not 
just from COVID, but the flu, mold and mildew to name a few. The FMC volunteers that do come in spent a total of 91 
hours doing various projects such as painting, system checks and shop work. Unfortunately, the committee has not 
been able to meet due to COVID 19, however, we keep in touch via emails and look forward to being able to meet in 
person soon. 

We hope you and your families have remained healthy these past months and that those who wish to get the COVID 
vaccine will be able to do so in a timely manner. We are all looking forward to being together in worship and maybe 
even be able to take off masks and see all the smiling faces. So until next month’s Pew Point’s article, stay safe and 
may you all have the Luck of the Irish to go with that delicious corned beef and cabbage dinner!

Dee Hoyt,  FMC Elder

Many thanks for the prayers, cards, love and concern expressed during my 
recent surgery and chemotherapy.  We were overwhelmed by the reaching 
out and kindness offered to us.  It helped us face the rough spots that both 
Gene and I experienced.   May God bless you all. 

Judie and Gene Lightfoot
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March BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
Date – Anniversary
  5 – Robert & Connie Hafer
  7 – Ed & Connie Ritter
  8 – Steve & Kathy Cassel
23 – Dallas & Donna Chaney

Date – Birthday  

  1 – Sandra Warner
  2 – Heidi Snyder
  5 – Earl Brunk
  5 – Ellen Graham
  5 – Charlotte Seckman
  7 – Ginny Wonders
  8 – Audrey Ackerman-Frey
10 – Beth Barba

10 – Hope Hoover-Armstead
10 – Chris Valentin
14 – Martha Hynd
15 – Anita Walker
17 – Sean Frey
19 – Tom Glover
20 – Brett Peterson
23 – Dan Mazzolla

Historian
ALEXANDER HENRY – PRESBYTERIAN LAYMAN
Alexander Henry was a successful merchant who 
devoted much of his life to charitable work.  Henry was 
not a minister, but a layman in the Presbyterian Church.  
Henry was the first president of the American Sunday 
School Union.  
Henry was born during June of 1763 in Loughbrickland 
in present day Northern Ireland.  He came to America in 
1783 and settled in Philadelphia.  
Alexander Henry married Sarah Snowden (1760-1821) 
on February 22, 1787.  They were the parents of eight 
children, Letitia, Thomas, Martha, John, Ann, Sarah, 
George and Mary.
Henry started out working in a dry goods store.  He later 
went into business himself and accumulated great wealth 
importing and selling dry goods.  

Henry retired in 1807 but returned to business again 
before retiring permanently in 1818.  Henry devoted 
the remainder of his life to the Presbyterian church and 
charitable work.
In 1790, Henry was one of the original 60 founders of the 
Hibernian Society, which was an organization that gave 
charitable aid to Irish immigrants in Philadelphia.  The 
organization later became The Society of The Friendly 
Sons of St Patrick for the Relief of Emigrants from Ireland.  
Henry was the last living member of the  
original founders.
Education has always been important to Presbyterians.  
Sunday Schools had their origin in Britain during the 
mid-1700’s.  Sunday Schools began in America in the 
1790’s.  The Sunday Schools of the 1700’s and 1800’s 
were different than what we think of today.  There was 
no public education at the time, so Sunday Schools were 
established to provide access to basic education for 
working class children in Northeastern cities.  

In 1817, at least ten local Sunday School societies in 
Philadelphia consolidated to form The Sunday and 
Adult School Union.  The organization hoped to meet 
the demand to provide curriculum to Sunday Schools.  
In the next seven years Sunday School Unions had 
been established in ten states and the District of 
Columbia.  Representatives of these groups met in 
Philadelphia in 1824.  They established the American 
Sunday School Union.  Alexander Henry was named 
the first president and served as president until his 
death in 1847.  
The American Sunday School Union became one of  
the largest private benevolent agencies in the nation.  
Their objective was to provide useable moral and 
religious information.  They published books and 
periodicals for young readers.  The organization had 
very stringent requirements.  
The American Sunday School Union continued to 
promote and establish Sunday Schools, but later 
expanded its mission to include Christian camping.  
The ASSU continued to publish materials until 1960.   
In 1974 the ASSU became the American  
Missionary Fellowship.
As mentioned, Alexander served as president of the 
American Sunday School Union until his death.  Henry 
died on August 13, 1847.  He is buried in the Laurel Hill 
Cemetery in Philadelphia.  Interestingly, George Meade, 
the victorious Union General at Gettysburg, and Harry 
Kalas, the Hall of Fame broadcaster of the Phillies, are 
also buried in the same cemetery.  Alexander Henry’s 
grandson and namesake was the mayor of Philadelphia 
during the Civil War.
 Bob Moore, Church Historian

Sources: pitt .libguides .com
  findagrave .com
  thearda .com

23 – Mark Snyder
23 – Julie Stover
25 – Donna Massey
25 – Ruth McCargo
26 – Mary Boyd
29 – Samuel Foess
29 – Joseph Topper
30 – Scott Bowman
30 – Shirley Parker
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Preschool

STAFF SPOTLIGHT  
Christie Lookingbill  has been an aide at Eastminster Preschool for over ten 
years.  She currently works in the 4 year/5 day class in the mornings and the 
Creative Activities extension class in the afternoons.  
Christie received her Bachelor’s Degree in Behavioral Science from York 
College. She began her career in Early Childhood Education when she started 
working at Eastminster Preschool. 
Christie believes preschool is an important first step in education.  It should be 
a comfortable and positive learning environment.  You will see this in Christie’s 
interactions with her Pre-K students, as she assists Mrs. McQueen in planning, 
organizing, and implementing the daily lesson. Christie believes that preschool 
is a place where students learn more than their ABC’s…they learn to share, 
cooperate with others, and be independent.
Christie is married with four adult children.  She is a Nonna (grandmother) to 
her grandson, who will be starting preschool at Eastminster next fall. In her free 
time, you will find Christie reading, walking, decorating, and spending time 
with her family.  Her ideal vacation is somewhere warm, with her children and 
finding fun new recipes to try out.    
Carly Kearns,  Preschool Director

SUMMER CAMP ENROLLMENT IS NOW OPEN  
Visit our website at eastminsterpreschool.com to learn 
more about Summer Camp enrollment.  Five weeks of 
fun in the sun, beginning June 14.  Starting with our 
traditional Cooking Week. We will move on to Nature 
Week, Sports Week, Music Week, and then wrap up our 
summer camps with Water Week!  With fun daily activities, 
the hours between 9:00-2:00 will fly by. This is the perfect 
way for our 4-11 aged friends to spend a summer day!  
Space is limited this year, so be sure to get your 
camp forms in early.  

EVENTS IN MARCH  
Class Pictures with A Moment in Time Photography

A presentation about Our Healthy Bodies with 
Byrnes Health Education Center

Vision Screening with Vision Corps  



CONTACT INFORMATION
www.eastminster-york.org

Josh Gill, Pastor 717-850-2715 jdgillsr@gmail .com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 717-891-4536 
 randy .epcyork@gmail .com

Beth Anne Foess, Admin Assistant 717-755-6222 
 epcyorkoffi  ce@gmail .com

Anthony Todaro, Facilities Manager  717-430-8657 
 anthony .epcyork@gmail .com

Newsletter Info newsletter .epcyork@gmail .com

Accounting/Finance 717-757-5217 
 epcfi nance@gmail .com

Carly Kearns, Pre-School Director 717-755-0543 
 eastminsterpreschool@gmail .com
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Financial Report
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF JANUARY 31, 2021

Ordinary Income Actual Budget
*Envelope Off ering 47,348.00 36,355.00

 Open Plate  10.00 185.00
 Sunday School 
  Off ering 0.00 0.00
 Per Capita 3,020.83 4,401.00       
 Rental Income 3,050.00 2,760.00
 Interest Income  
  (checking) 0.00 0.00
 Misc. Income 1,661.53 446.00

Total Budget 
  Income 55,090.36 44,147.00

Expenses  
Payroll 20,367.68   18,846.68

 Accounting Services 1,072.25 875.00
 Per Capita Expense 857.96 857.97
 Bank Expenses 55.00 30.00
 Moving Expenses 0.00 0.00
  Search Expense 0.00 0.00
  Deacons’ Open Plate 
  Communion 0.00 100.00
 Stephen Ministries 45.20 25.00
  Education 0.00 0.00
 Congregational Life/
  Outreach 0.00 75.00
 Stewardship 523.57 500.00
  Communications 0.00 45.00
 Mission 2,375.00 3,340.00
 Worship 140.98 935.00
 Administration 0.00 140.00
 Plant Expenses 7,695.61 7,115.00
 General Expenses 897.97 1,480.00
 Total Budget 
  Expenses 34,031.22 34,364.65

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting an article or announcement for next 

month’s “Pew Points” is the 15th of this month.  
Please email your information to: 

newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com
Thanks!

*Includes lump sum annual contributions. 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402


