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 February 21st marks the beginning of our Lenten Journey. Brian 
McLaren in his book, The Great Spiritual Migration, describes “Lent 
as a season of honest self-examination of our maturity in love and 
a renewal of our commitment to grow in love.”1 I think this is an 
interesting and helpful way to frame this season in the life of the 
church. Too often we think of Lent just as giving up chocolate or 
coffee, but it is so much more. It is a season to examine ourselves 
against the rule of Love.  How are we loving our neighbors?  How 
are we as a congregation loving our neighbors? How are we loving 
ourselves and practicing self-care? In 1 John 4:20 it tells us that we 
cannot love God unless we have loved our neighbors first because 
you can’t love God that is unseen if you can’t love what is seen 
first. I will be the first to admit that loving those around us is not 
always easy. There will be moments where we will fail; we will be 
short with one another; we will say things we don’t really mean.  
Thankfully, God is full of grace and we have a new opportunity 
every day to share this love.  How will you become more loving 
during the Lenten season?

       Blessings,

       Pastor Josh

       1McLaren, Brian.  
        The Spiritual Migration, pg 64.

PEW POINTS 

Friends,



NOTES FROM YOUR SESSION
The congregation continues to be faithful in their giving and pledging, which is very much appreciated.  
Eastminster is strong because of your devotion.  Even with the stressful year, Eastminster came remarkably close 
to a breakeven on its giving and expenses for 2020.

Session approved the purchase and installation of ionizers for the sanctuary, which will improve the cleanliness  
of the air.  

Both the Church and Pre School will apply for Paycheck Protection Program loans under the second round 
approved by the Congress.

Eastminster will start the process of strategic planning very shortly.  Outside consultants will be interviewed  
and a selection made within the next month.  The process will commence right after that selection.

A COVID Taskforce was asked to develop criteria that will allow us to safely return to in-person worship.  The 
taskforce recommended we continue the safety procedures already in place.  The significant additions put  
forth were:

• Use CDC guidelines as a trusted source.

• In-person worship can resume only when the positivity rate goes below 10% and the rate is declining.

• Start outdoor worship service as soon as the weather permits.

• Vaccinations in York County are increasing.

• The ionizers be installed in the sanctuary HVAC system.

• Members be encouraged to get the full set of vaccinations, which is essential to reducing the spread of  
 the virus.

• When in-person committee/board meetings are permitted, everyone be given the option to attend via Zoom.

Session meets the third Monday of each month.  If anyone would like to attend a Session meeting, please contact 
the clerk (Jack Hynd).   Our next meeting will be February 15th at 7:00PM.
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Worship

Session

FEBRUARY 7th           
Rev. Joshua Gill

FEBRUARY 14th  
Rev. Joshua Gill

FEBRUARY 21st          
1st Sunday of Lent  
Rev. Joshua Gill

FEBRUARY 28th          
2nd Sunday of Lent  
Rev. Joshua Gill
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Kind of feels like we’ve been treading water for the last ten months, doesn’t it?  At least we get to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day this month, a reminder that love conquers all.  Valentine’s Day raises the age-old question: 
“What is love?”  From www.basicjokes.com comes the wisdom and honesty of 4- to 8-year-olds who have easily 
figured out what love is all about:  

Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all day.  Mary Ann – age 4

I know my older sister loves me because she gives me all her old clothes and has to go out and buy new ones.   
Annie – age 7

When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down and little stars come out of you.  Nick – age 7

Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out and smell each other.   
Kari – age 5

Love is what makes you smile when you’re tired. Terri – age 4

Love is what’s in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen.  Bobby – age 7

If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you hate. Nikki – age 6

Love is when mommy gives daddy the best piece of chicken.  Elaine – age 5

AND

You really shouldn’t say “I LOVE YOU” unless you mean it. But if you mean it, you should say it a lot. People forget.  
Jessica – age 8

Here’s hoping your Valentine’s Day is LOVEly

Randy Yoder,  Director of Music 
                               Rdy1949@gmail .com 
                              717-891-4536

Music Ministry
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Eastminster Cares
BROWNIE BAKERS 
Attention Please: It has been requested by Our Daily Bread that, since they are still doing bagged lunches. if possible, 
we individually wrap the brownies. (I use snack baggies.) This would cut down on their preparation considerably. If you 
cannot, please continue baking as usual. Brownies are due this month on Thursday, February 4th at 10:00. If you have 
questions, let me know. Thank you for your continued baking through these challenging times.
CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES 
Thanks to the work of Jan Witzke, who did the tracking of the boxes for us, we found that they were shipped to 
Malawi on December 7th. Malawi is a country in southeastern Africa, which is known as “The Warm Heart of Africa.” 
Samaritan’s Purse began distributing shoe boxes there in 2000 and launched The Greatest Journey discipleship 
program in 2010. What a blessing it is for us to be a part of spreading the Good News to children in Africa! Thanks so 
much to all those who participated. We are especially grateful to the children of the church who packed boxes.
NEW HARMONY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Many thanks to the PW of NHPC for their $100 contribution to our backpack program. They have aided us for several 
years now, and we are so appreciative of their support.
MISSION COMMITTEE 
We are truly grateful to you for the generous $40,000 budget allotted to us. We always aim to be good stewards of the 
money from you. We will be discerning as we decide how to allocate these funds, especially now when so many have 
additional needs due to coronavirus. If you have any thoughts regarding the use of this money, please let me know. 
Thank you again for your support of the many York area programs that help ease the burdens in our neighbors’ lives.

WORDS OF GRATITUDE 
 Harvest Transitional Living:  At the end of the year, this is one of the places we contributed $400 to from the 
Rise Against Hunger money we were unable to use otherwise. Kristie Raffensberger sends her heartfelt thanks for this 
most unexpected, generous gift. She works with a very tight budget and is grateful beyond measure for our support.  
Wishing you a Joy-filled New Year as we continue our journey with Jesus!
 LifePath Christian Ministries:  They sum up their thoughts with these words: “Your prayers and partnership 
are so needed in the wake of coronavirus that left many of our neighbors struggling to find work, pay bills, keep a roof 
over their heads and food on their tables. This means huge numbers of people are continuing to turn to LifePath for 
help. On behalf of all the men, women and children we are reaching with Christ’s love and mercy now, thank you again 
for sharing your blessings to ease suffering. We are so grateful.”
 Children’s Aid Society:  ‘Whether it is helping a single mother find the agency that will help her feed her 
children or comforting a child who has lost a loved one, our mission has continued for more than 100 years because of 
the kindness of others like EPC. We frequently hear the phrase ‘God Bless You’ and we want to share this blessing back 
to you for your part in making our mission a reality.”
 Salvation Army, Our Daily Bread, Servant Partners, York Benevolent Association, York County Food Bank 
(Hunger Free York) and others have sent similar words of gratitude. The impact of EPC is felt in many agencies 
supporting our neighbors in need. What a blessing!
We look forward to 2021 as we continue to find ways to serve on our journey with Jesus.
Georgia Mazzolla,  Missions
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Stephen Ministry

Deacons

SPREADING JOY  
While the Stephen Ministers have been staying safe and not meeting in person, we have been trying to 
bring Joy to our Shut-ins through a series of mailings. 

Judie Lightfoot put together a memory book of events from the past which was mailed in October to the 
homebound members. It was a journey of days that they may remember fondly. 

In November, a committee put together a wonderful Advent Devotional booklet.  The devotions submitted 
by our congregation were exceptional. These Devotionals were also mailed to the homebound members.   I 
think the pandemic inspired many people.  The Stephen Ministers want to thank everyone for their devotion.

Christmas cards were mailed in December and Tea Bags in cards were the January mailing. In February, we 
are sending Valentines and March will be coloring books.  These projects were the work of many, and we 
hope this will bring some joy to those that are confined.

Jan Witzke,  Stephen Leader

UPDATE  
February brings Groundhog Day, Valentine’s Day, Presidents’ Day, Shrove Tuesday (aka Fastnacht Day!) and 
Ash Wednesday. It is reassuring to have these noteworthy days, the meaningful and the whimsical too, 
providing us with a sense of normalcy in this uncertain and anxious time.

If you may recall in a previous posting, the Deacons are assisting  the EPC office with obtaining backup 
contact information for our church members. We realize that nowadays requests for personal information 
are met with apprehension and reluctance. However, when members become ill or incapacitated, it can be 
difficult to reach them to lend a helping hand, especially when it is most needed. The church pastor, the care 
coordinator, and the deacons can provide assistance once advised.

The information received is confidential and will not be shared with third parties. It is strictly for the reason 
stated above. Please assist us with this church project by responding when you are contacted by your care 
group deacon.

Thank you for your understanding and participation.

Karen Boyer,  Deacon
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Miriam Circle  
WINTER IS HALF OVER         
We can begin to look for those signs of spring . . . robins, crocus flowers popping 
thru the soil. Guess it is time to let go of those New Year’s resolutions to eat 
healthy and exercise more. Giant and Weis will be ready for the change of 
seasons and your grocery cards will make shopping easier, or should we say 
paying easier. The last day to order your cards will be Sunday, February 28th and 
pick-up the following Sunday, March 7th. We will be in the Multi-purpose Room 
between 9:30AM and 10:30AM. If you are not on the automatic order lists, please 
contact Sandy (Weis) or Dee (Giant) to sign-up. Please remember these cards will 
be needed to purchase all of that corned beef and cabbage for St. Patrick’s Day. 
Our total sales last month were $11,000 and cash back totaled $550.00. FMC 
received $495.00 and P.W. earned $55.00. Thank you for another successful 
month and also for your patience and understanding as the Giant delivery  
system proved to be a challenge once again. Fingers crossed that they have 
gotten their act together. See you on the 7th.



Eastminster Presbyterian Church 7

February BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
Date – Anniversary
  3 – Robin Blakely & Tom Banks
  4 – Ron & Joan Higgs
17 – Robert & Joanne Stover - 25 Years

Date – Birthday  

  1 – Nancy Edwards
  2 – John Deming
  3 – Robin Blakely
  3 – Bill Johnston
  4 – Jo Watson
  4 – Richard Witzke
  6 – Theo McWilliams
  7 – Sean Barba
  7 – Sara Courtney
10 – Gloria Bobb
13 – Eugene Jonosky

13 – David Lewis
16 – Thomas Courtney
18 – Suzanne Seebald
19 – Ed Stine
21 – Rob Frey
22 – Steven Beach
23 – Joan Higgs
24 – Bill Moore
25 – Steve Moore
27 – Larry LeBlanc
28 – Megan Elzinga

Remembered in Prayer Last Month

Eastminster Presbyterian Church –  
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry
All our Military Men and Women around the  
world and their families back home
Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Rev. Michael Campbell 

Cade Curran 

Dee Hoyt 

Alan McIntosh 

Jean Lease 

Judie Lightfoot 

Steve Moore 

Brian Paige 

Missy Ruiz and Family 

Brian Sicknick 

Bob Smith 

Family & Friends of  

 Shirley Thompson 

Family and Friends of  

 Andrew Webber 

Don Wonders 

Jay Zimmerman 

Kirstie and Justin 

People of the city of Nashville, TN

Robert & Joanne Stover 
2/17/2021 – 25 Years
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Facilities Management Committee
CABIN FEVER?

Winter is almost at its midpoint and with a year of COVID 19 restrictions, cabin fever should be widespread. While 
some FMC volunteers have continued to be on campus doing maintenance, repairs and small projects, they are 
all looking forward to warmer days when they can turn their attention to the outdoors and begin preparing for 
Spring. Be assured that they are following CDC guidelines and working safely. Facilities Manager, Anthony and Pastor 
Josh have been “touring” our campus making note of projects that can be addressed in the future. Their “wishlist” 
will be prioritized and evaluated by Session and Trustees. Plans are being made to address the various items with 
consideration of cost and in-house talent.

The damaged floor at the preschool hallway to the playground was replaced and our generator’s exhaust system was 
repaired. CO2 detectors were installed in Fellowship Hall and we remain ready to assist the Worship Committee when 
it is determined to be safe to resume worship in the sanctuary. New, taller and more visible snow stakes were placed 
around the campus to assist with snow plowing. Fingers crossed that we do not have a snowstorm that would cover 
them.  A total of 79 hours were logged this past month and a 2020 total will be included in the annual report.

We are all looking forward to Spring and the return to something called “normal,” but in the meantime, stay safe and 
we will see all of your smiling faces once again with NO MASKS!

Dee Hoyt,  FMC Elder

Sincere T hankfulness
DEAR CHURCH FAMILY,  
I would like to thank you all for your prayers and good wishes while Todd and I 
were battling Covid-19. I came very close to death, and I know that it was by the 
grace of God and the prayers of all the people who lifted me up that I was spared. 
I also wish to thank all the angels who brought us food after I came home from 
the hospital. We have no family nearby, and we were in no state to be able to 
prepare food.

The wonderful meals you brought sustained us in body and in spirit. Thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts.

Kathy and Todd Lord
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Historian
HENRY HIGHLAND GARNET
In honor of Black History Month, we will review the 
life of Henry Highland Garnet, a Presbyterian minister 
and abolitionist.  Garnet was born into slavery about 
December 23, 1815 in Chesterville, Maryland.  His parents 
were George and Henny (Henrietta) Trusty.

In 1824 his family obtained permission to attend a 
funeral and escaped into freedom with assistance of the 
Underground Railroad.  The family went to Wilmington, 
DE and New Hope, PA before settling in New York City in 
1825.  The family took the last name of Garnet.

During 1826, Garnet began attending the African Free 
School on Mott Street.  He studied English, science, and 
navigation.  

In 1829 Garnet returned from a voyage to Cuba where he 
had served as a cabin boy.  He found that his family was 
pursued by slave catchers from the south.  His parents 
had escaped, but his sister, Mary, was captured.  Garnet 
walked the city streets armed with a knife looking for his 
sister and the slave catchers.  He was finally persuaded by 
friends to hide out on Long Island.

At the age of 15, Garnet severely injured his knee while 
playing sports.  His leg never healed properly and he 
used crutches most of his life.  His leg was amputated at 
the hip in 1840.

Sometime between 1833 and 1835, Garnet joined 
the First Colored Presbyterian Church at the corner of 
William and Frankfort Streets.  He was encouraged by the 
minister, Theodore Sedgewick Wright, to consider the 
ministry.  Garnet became an ordained elder in 1841.

During the 1830’s he studied at several institutions, 
including Noyes Academy in New Hampshire, which was 
destroyed in 1835 by angry whites, who disapproved 
the school’s enrollment of African Americans.  Garnet 
completed his studies at the Oneida Institute in 
Whitesboro, New York.

Garnet married Julia Ward Williams in 1841.  They had 
three children and adopted a daughter, who was a 
fugitive slave.  Julia died in 1870.  Garnet married Susan 
Smith Tompkins in 1879.  

In 1842, Garnet was licensed to preach and became the 
first minister at the Liberty Street Negro Presbyterian 
Church in Troy, NY.  Garnet was officially ordained as a 
minister in 1843.  He served the congregation until 1848.

In August, 1843, Garnet was invited to speak at the 
National Convention of Colored Men.  His speech 
titled “Call to Rebellion” was radical in its message.  
He encouraged slaves to obtain freedom by rebelling 
against their owners.  Garnet’s message was in 
opposition to prominent abolitionists, William Lloyd 
Garrison and Frederick Douglas, who opposed this 
approach.  The convention refused to endorse Garnet 
after a close vote.

By 1849-1850, Garnet became a proponent of 
emigration of slaves to other land, particularly Liberia.  
Garnet traveled to England and Scotland to speak out 
against slavery and share his message of emigration “to 
any area where there might be hope of being treated 
justly and with dignity.”

In 1852 Garnet served as a missionary to Jamaica 
for the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland.  He 
worked there until illness caused him to return to the 
US.  In 1855, he became the minister at the Shiloh 
Church on Prince Street in New York City.  Garnet 
“continued to work to end slavery, but his influence 
within the abolitionist movement had been somewhat 
diminished because of his radical views.”  

Garnet moved to Washington DC in 1864 where he 
served as pastor of the Fifteenth Street Presbyterian 
Church.  On February 12, 1865, Garnet was chosen by 
President Abraham Lincoln to give a sermon before 
the US House of Representatives.  Garnet was the first 
black man to speak before Congress.  He preached 
on Matthew 24:4 and urged states to ratify the 13th 
Amendment ending slavery.

In 1868 Garnet moved to Pittsburgh where he became 
president of Avery College.  Garnet also founded Grace 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh’s first black 
Presbyterian congregation.

Garnet returned to Shiloh Church in New York City in 
1870.  Despite a physical and mental decline about 
1876, Garnet lobbied for the position of US Minister 
and Counsel General (an ambassador today) to Liberia.  
President James A. Garfield appointed Garnet to the 
position in 1881.  Garnet preached his farewell sermon 
on November 6, 1881.  He landed in Monrovia, Liberia 
on December 28, 1881.  Unfortunately, Garnet died not 
long after his arrival on February 13, 1882. 

 Bob Moore, Church Historian

Sources: biography .com
  encyclopedia .com
  (Pittsburgh) post-gazette .com
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Preschool
FEBRUARY 2021  
While it is the shortest month of the year, we find a lot to pack into the month of February.  Between Groundhog’s 
Day, Valentine’s Day, and President’s Day, we have lots of extra days to celebrate with our young friends.  But, what 
does a typical day look like in our preschool classrooms?  There are a few changes this year, in order to provide 
safety protocols during the pandemic, but life at preschool is largely the same as it has always been.  Reading 
stories, singing songs, and playing games are daily staples in the classroom.  The teachers work hard to create 
science experiments, math and literacy games, and art projects that work within each weekly theme to give our 
students a chance to explore the world around them.   Fine motor skills are a daily part of each day: cutting with 
scissors, writing with crayons and markers, manipulating playdough, and so much more.  Every activity is a learning 
experience for our students.  Even snack time is an opportunity to practice their skills of independence.  A busy 
classroom is a happy classroom!  

Carly Kearns,  Preschool Director



Preschool

Preschool

STAFF SPOTLIGHT  
Sarah McQueen is a teacher at Eastminster Preschool.  
Sarah teaches one of our 4 year/5 day classes along 
with the Creative Activities afternoon extension class.  
This is Sarah’s sixth year of teaching with us and she is 
always willing to go the extra mile for her students.  
Sarah received her degree from Michigan State 
University.  She previously taught at Rochester County 
Schools in Michigan before taking some time off to 
raise her two sons.  After moving to Pennsylvania, 
Sarah worked for the YMCA before-and-after school 
program in Red Lion School District.  
Sarah believes that children learn best when they are 
engaged in rich, meaningful play. She carefully plans 
and organizes the classroom so that  students have 
opportunities to explore art, science, math, literacy, 
drama, and more, during centers. She recognizes the 
importance of kindergarten preparation and works 
with students to achieve the skills that they need to 
enter school.
When Sarah is not engaged in teaching and preparing 
her lessons, you will find her volunteering for the Red 
Lion Marching Band, Boy Scouts, and the Red Lion 
Musical.  Sarah lives in Red Lion with her husband and 
two teenage sons.  She also enjoys cooking with her 
children and finding fun new recipes to try out.    
Carly Kearns,  Preschool Director

CONGRATULATIONS  
Eastminster would like to congratulate  
our preschool director, Carly (VonStein) Kearns,  
on her marriage to Jeff Kearns on January 1st, 2021. 
Best wishes for their future together!
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CONTACT INFORMATION
www.eastminster-york.org

Josh Gill, Pastor 717-850-2715 jdgillsr@gmail .com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 717-891-4536 
 randy .epcyork@gmail .com

Beth Anne Foess, Admin Assistant 717-755-6222 
 epcyorkoffi  ce@gmail .com

Anthony Todaro, Facilities Manager  717-430-8657 
 anthony .epcyork@gmail .com

Newsletter Info newsletter .epcyork@gmail .com

Accounting/Finance 717-757-5217 
 epcfi nance@gmail .com

Carly Kearns, Pre-School Director 717-755-0543 
 eastminsterpreschool@gmail .com
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Financial Report
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2020

Ordinary Income Actual Budget
*Envelope Off ering 353,593.24 380,010.00

 Open Plate  1,529.12 5,400.00
 Sunday School 
  Off ering 0.00 0.00
 Per Capita 5,139.26 8,322.00       
 Rental Income 29,525.00 53,810.00
 Interest Income  
  (checking) 0.00 0.00
 Misc. Income 47,963.66 8,750.00

Total Budget 
  Income 437,750.28 456,292.00

Expenses  
Payroll 244,919.03   253,386.58

 Accounting Services 9,588.94 10,540.00
 Per Capita Expense 11,281.62 11,322.00
 Bank Expenses 55.00 100.00
 Moving Expenses 0.00 10,400.00
  Search Expense 2,515.90 4,100.00
  Deacons’ Open Plate 
  Communion 632.10 1,200.00
 Stephen Ministries 147.20 300.00
  Education 833.48 1,610.00
 Congregational Life/
  Outreach 779.20 4,275.00
 Stewardship 1,083.99 2,200.00
  Communications 991.39 525.00
 Mission 40,000.00 40,000.00
 Worship 6,043.41 8,400.00
 Administration 0.00 1,680.00
 Plant Expenses 66,041.91 86,400.00
 General Expenses 16,201.56 17,220.00
 Total Budget 
  Expenses 401,114.73 453,658.58

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting an article or announcement for next 

month’s “Pew Points” is the 15th of this month.  
Please email your information to: 

newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com
Thanks!

*Includes lump sum annual contributions. 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402


