Epiphany of the Lord
January 3, 2021

10:00 am Livestream

WE GATHER BEFORE GOD
CHIMES
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

How Brightly Shines the Morning Star

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Tell the good news throughout the earth:
People: the saving grace of Jesus Christ is for all.

J.C. Bach

Eph. 3:7-8

*HYMN NO. 66

We Three Kings of Orient Are (vv. 1 and 5)

John Henry Hopkins

*CALL TO CONFESSION
God judges the nations with righteousness, and answers the poor with justice. Trusting in God’s grace, let us
confess our sin.
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your love for all people. We
confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light. We turn away from the poor; we ignore
cries for justice; we do not strive for peace.
*SILENT CONFESSION
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Leader: The mercy of the Lord is like rain, like showers that water the earth.
People: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are Forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE No. 579

Glory Be to the Father

Gloria Patri

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Isaiah 60:1-6

NRSV

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness
of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arm.
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,[a] because the abundance
of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of
camels shall cover you the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON

Matthew 2:1-12

NRSV

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men[a] from the
East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For
we observed his star at its rising,[b] and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah[c]was to be
born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.’”
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Then Herod secretly called for the wise men[e] and learned from them the exact time when the
star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising,[f] until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped,[g] they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.
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Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON

“Out of Town Guests”

Rev. Joshua D. Gill

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE
*HYMN NO. 68

What Star is This with Beams So Bright (vv. 1 and 4)

Puer Nobis Nascitur

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostles’ Creed
(Traditional Version) PH, pg. 14
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.
OFFERING
*OFFERING RESPONSE No. 592

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Doxology

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE
A child is born for us in Bethlehem, wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger; and he will be our
Shepherd, feeding his flock in the strength of the Lord.
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. Let us give thanks to
the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. It is truly right and our greatest joy to praise you,
God of majesty and splendor….Then in the fullness of time, you sent your only Son to redeem us and heal our
brokenness. Therefore we join our voices with the choirs of heaven and with all the faithful of every time and
place who forever praise your name:

You are holy, O God of majesty and blessed is Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord…

THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
*HYMN NO. 63

As with Gladness Men of Old (vv. 1 and 4)

Dix

WE DEPART FOR SERVICE
*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE

POSTLUDE

Go Ye, Therefore

We Three Kings (A Pandemic Parody)
Brian Stover, solo

Gretchen Dekker

words by R.G. Huff

We three kings are six feet apart. We’ll Purell before we depart.
We’ve been tested as suggested….... Careful are we, and smart!
REFRAIN O, do our masks go with our gowns? Do these face shields hide our crowns?
We’ve had plenty of twenty twenty……. Still, we head toward David’s town.
Melchior is now quarantined, stuck in Persia, so it seems.
No more travel on a camel ‘till there’s a good vaccine.
Caspar left the caravan. He postponed his stargazing plans.
No more roaming, Caspar’s homing, scrubbing his reddened hands.
REFRAIN O, Still our masks clash with our gowns. Face shields hide our toppled crowns.
We’ve had plenty of twenty twenty. Soon we’ll head toward David’s town.

Leading Worship
The Rev. Joshua D. Gill, Pastor
Randy Yoder, Director of Music
Beth Anne Foess, Camera Operator
The Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession, Assurance of Forgiveness, are from the Book of Common Worship

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEXT SUNDAY, January 10, we will be remembering those in our congregation who entered the
church triumphant during 2020. Pastor Josh’s sermon will be “Awaking for the Kingdom” and the scripture
will be Matthew 25:1-13. Neil Dupre will be our soloist.

GROCERY CARDS – Grocery cards will be available for pick up today in the Multipurpose Room
between 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 am.

PRAYER SHAWLS -- Knitters of Eastminster have a number of blessed Prayer Shawls in their inventory
which are waiting for a new home. If you or someone you know could use some comfort, we would love to
give you one. Please call Jan Witzke at (717) 757-3155 and we will see that you get a Prayer Shawl.

BROWNIE BAKERS -- We hope all you wonderful bakers are ready and willing to bake in 2021. We
don’t have a formal sign-up sheet, so all you need to do is bring your delicious desserts to the Narthex by 10
a.m. Thursday, January 7th! Thank you to all who have baked in the past and to our future bakers as well.
Happy and Healthy New Year wishes to all!

Please keep these people in your prayers this week:
+All our military men and women around the world and their families back home+
+Eastminster Presbyterian Church – its congregation, mission, and ministry+
+ Stephen Ministers and their care receivers+
Rev. Michael Campbell
Cade Curran
Dee Hoyt
Alan McIntosh
Brian Page
Don Wonders
Our preschool staff, students and families
Students, teachers and school staff during this challenging school year
Those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and all frontline workers
EPC Shut-ins
If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list,
please first obtain that person’s permission and then
contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 717-755-6222.

