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 Throughout the year, I have been working hard to find the joy 
in the little moments.  This year has been filled with stress and 
difficulty. Zoom celebrations, drive by birthday parades and video 
calls have lost their excitement. But in December, I experienced 
some incredible moments of joy.

 Throughout the month, Randy and I were able to record the 
Christmas Eve service and I had the amazing opportunity to meet 
many of the children, youth, and musicians that call EPC home. It 
was a joy to watch them lead worship and record the Christmas 
story, hear the Word proclaimed through scripture and song, and 
be reminded of the story of Jesus.

 I was especially reminded of a phrase in the birth narrative in 
the Gospel of Luke. The angels visit the shepherds and tell them 
about the baby Jesus. The shepherds hastily seek out the baby. 
Upon finding Jesus lying in a manger they share with Mary and 
Joseph all that they learned. Everyone is amazed and gives glory 
to God. Then it says that “Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart.” In difficult moments, we need to 
store up these moments of joy, reminders of how God is moving 
in our community and our church. I am so grateful to have 
experienced so many of these little moments in this last month, 
which I know I will treasure for years to come.

Blessings,

Pastor Josh

PEW POINTS 

Friends,



NOTES FROM YOUR SESSION
Eastminster committed to pay its full Per Capita to the Presbytery for 2021. That amounts to $10,295.58.  
It is hoped the congregation will continue its support of the Presbytery and donate their individual per 
capita to our Church in addition to their regular giving. Per Capita for 2021 is $35.38 per member.

The annual meetings of the congregation and corporation will be held on February 14th following the 
morning worship service. The worship service will be streamed, but the meetings will be held via Zoom.  
Instruction will be sent out explaining how to attend the meetings.

Session received, with sincere thanks, the resignations of Ed Ritter and Dan Mazzolla.

Eastminster has been discussing the purchase of an electronic sign to replace the various sign used 
currently. While Session feels this is a worthy project, the decision was delayed until March. In conjunction 
with that delay, we will start a strategic planning process to determine where Eastminster needs to 
develop. With our aging congregation, it is clear that Eastminster needs to re-invent itself or it will not 
exist twenty years from now. The strategic planning process will help the Session to prioritize capital 
projects considering our objectives.

Session approved a deficit budget for 2021. The main reason for the deficit is lowered rental income.   
While it is hoped the current situation will turn around, it was deemed prudent to approve the deficit 
budget.  Session and Trustees will continue to monitor expenses very closely and try to minimize the  
loss next year.  

The congregation continues to be faithful in their giving and pledging, which is very much appreciated.  
Eastminster is strong because of your devotion. If you have not picked up your donation envelopes for 
2021, please do so. They are in the multi-purpose room.

Session meets the third Monday of each month. If anyone would like to attend a Session meeting, please 
contact the clerk (Jack Hynd).  Our next meeting will be January 18th at 7:00PM.
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Worship

Session

JANUARY 3rd          
Epiphany  
Rev. Joshua Gill

JANUARY 10th 
Baptism and Remembrance 
Sunday  
Rev. Joshua Gill

JANUARY 17th          
Rev. Joshua Gill

JANUARY 24th          
Rev. Joshua Gill

JANUARY 31st          
Rev. Joshua Gill
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Although we were not able to be together for our traditional Christmas services and cantata, we are grateful to 
the many members and friends of Eastminster Church who have shared their time and talent to make our live 
stream videos possible:  

Our soloists and guest musicians:  Sarah Foess, Marilyn Jennerjohn, Janis McCollim, Tania O’Hearn, Don 
Wonders and the guest musicians of our Eastminster String Quartet (Noah Dekker, Sophie Dekker, Annie Hebel 
and Leah Krieger.)

Our ringers in Bells of Eastminster:  Robin Blakely, Beth Anne Foess, Sam Foess, LeAnn Hankey, Janis 
McCollim, Tania O’Hearn, and Kate Strickler.

Our youth readers for the Christmas Eve video:  Sarah, Ryan, Emily, Chloe, Hunter, Lily, Madison, Ashlyn, 
Parker, Danielle, J.D., Sam and Charlie.

Our live stream camera operators: Glenn Bloss, Beth Anne Foess, Shannon and Michael Kapsak, and Bob 
Moore.

Our thanks and gratitude go to all (including our Advent Candle Lighting teams) who have helped to keep us 
“together” online.

• A reminder:  If you are using a laptop computer to view the live stream services and having problems with 
the sound volume, please try using headphones or external speakers to make the sound louder.

• Heads up! When we celebrate Epiphany on Sunday, January 3, the postlude to the service will be a special 
version of “We Three Kings,” specifi cally dedicated to the continuing pandemic in which we fi nd ourselves……
don’t miss it.

If you any have questions or concerns, please contact me at rdy1949@gmail.com or 717-891-4536.

Happy New Year to all!

Randy Yoder,  Director of Music

Music Ministry
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Eastminster Cares
BROWNIE BAKERS 
I hope that all of you who have baked brownies in 2020, will be willing to continue into 2021. Your treats are always 
appreciated. The date of delivery will be Thursday, January 7th and brownies need to be at the church prior to 10:00. Thank 
you again for your faithfulness.
THANKSGIVING FOOD BOXES FOR BELL FAMILY SHELTER 
We shopped for and packed the groceries purchased at Aldi’s and other stores, for families at Bell Family Shelter.  Because 
of you, there were fourteen families that had delicious Thanksgiving meals of turkey, potatoes and all the fixings. The 
money we used was from the general mission fund which is money that is donated, aside from the budgeted money. We 
did it this way due to Covid and hope that next year, we will be back on track for our regular food donations and packing. 
Thank you for your generosity.
CHRISTMAS FOR BELL FAMILY SHELTER 
With the challenge of Covid increasing and difficulty in finding 14 of some items (such as toilet paper) for the Thanksgiving 
boxes, we decided to use part of our budget to purchase 14 - $75 gift cards for Giant. We were grateful to be able to have 
the money available to do the purchasing and providing Christmas meals in this manner.
CHRISTMAS BELLS 
It was a great success that all 50 bells were taken. The gifts were wrapped and returned on the 14th to be transported to 
the Bell Families. There is always such joy in being able to imagine a child’s happiness in opening presents on Christmas 
morning. There was even a very generous donation given by a member of the congregation who missed out on getting 
a bell yet wanted to share in this ministry. It was put to good use. Thank you, Beth Anne, for coordinating this wonderful 
program and thanks to all who contributed. Blessings abound.
BIBLES FOR YORK COUNTY PRISON 
We contacted the York County Prison Chaplain, and he was helpful in telling us the kind of Bibles needed, including Free 
on the Inside Bibles (in Spanish and English) which are for inmates that include testimonies of how God had changed their 
lives through the saving grace of Christ.  We were able to purchase 93 Bibles for $451.53. What a blessing to be a part of the 
provision of Bibles for the transformation of lives.
OUR LAST ACTION FOR THE YEAR
Having money left in several accounts and knowing the great need for food, we decided to distribute the remaining 
monies in the following way: $1,500 to York County Food Bank, $450 to Life Path and $200 to Our Daily Bread.
OUR DAILY BREAD
We received two notes of thanks, one for our quarterly donation ($500) and one for the special $400 donation. In the 
words of Jim Koch, the Business Manager, he thanks us for the donations that make a difference in the lives of 330 or more 
people we serve each day for as little as $1.90 per person. Imagine that we provided a meal for 450 people with those two 
donations alone.
LIFE-PATH CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
We also received two notes, one for the quarterly donation ($1,000) and the other for the special donation ($400), thanking 
us for helping them reach the men, women, and children with Christ’s love to ease their suffering. In this difficult season of 
Covid, these donations help make a great impact on those in need.

WORDS OF GRATITUDE 
 EPC Mission Committee would like you to know how much we appreciate your generosity and your steadfast 
commitment to supporting the work of the committee.  It is truly inspiring, and we are ever so grateful to serve EPC in the 
community in a variety of ways.  Thank you! 
Wishing you a Joy-filled New Year as we continue our journey with Jesus!
Georgia Mazzolla,  Missions
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Stephen Ministry

Deacons

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; His steadfast love endures forever! . . .  
The Lord is my strength and my might; He has become my salvation . . .  

I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord . . .  
Open to me the gates of righteousness,  

That I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord.  
Psalm 118:1, 14, 17, and 19 (NRSV)

A PRAYER WHEN LIFE IS DIFFICULT  
From Cries of Faith, Songs of Hope: Prayers for the Times of Our Life by John Gugel.

A Prayer for the Ups, Downs, and Side-to-Sides of Life
What does the future hold, Lord? What will become of me? Why do I find more questions than answers? 
Where are you, Lord? Do you care? Send me your Spirit. Give me confidence in your great promises and 
unwavering hope in your lavish mercy. Let me feel your tender compassion. Be with me, Lord. Lead me into 
the future where you are. Grant me a living faith and, by the strength of your arm, lighten my load. Cheer my 
heart, sustain me by your mighty power, and lead me in the paths of your own choosing.

Jan Witzke,  Stephen Leader

OUR WISH TO YOU  
The deacons would like to wish everyone a happy and blessed new year! 

If you have a concern or need someone to talk with - reach out to us by contacting the church office or by 
calling our moderator, Fred Becker. 

A friendly reminder - we also have assistive equipment like walkers and wheelchairs available for anyone to 
use - contact us and we will make the arrangements. 

In the new year we will be reaching out to members to ask for backup contact information. This information 
is to help the deacons and the church care for members when we cannot reach you by the usual means. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance and best wishes in the new year!

Fred Becker,  Deacon
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Presbyterian Women

Miriam Circle  

UPDATE
Our Board has only met in August and October since the Pandemic hit. We have made a few 
decisions about spending funds raised: we helped Church World Service to buy disaster kits, 
helped support Presbytery’s mission project, Jeremiah’s Place, a crisis nursery in Pittsburg. 
We try to keep a minimum amount in our bank account, so we have some funds to spend by 
the end of the year. We all agreed to help out local food banks in these hard times. At this time 
we have no plans for soup & sandwich sales or any social functions. Hopefully we can start 
planning again in the Spring.
Stay safe, wear your masks, and keep praying for those with Covid and other afflictions.
JoAnn Hankey,  Moderator

PRESBYTERIANS AND “PLAN B”         
Presbyterians are known for their eagerness to form a committee to meet a 
new challenge or study an issue. We are also known for adapting to a changing 
situation and moving off of Plan A and onto Plan B, C or D, if needed. In this COVID 
Pandemic, we have pivoted on a moment’s notice to insure the safety and well 
being of our church family and so it is the same with our monthly grocery card 
sales. In-person worship is suspended until further notice, which means no sign-up 
sheets at the back of the sanctuary. Those of you who are on the automatic order 
lists do not need to do anything more, unless there is a change to your order. If you 
did not order cards when you picked up your last month’s cards, please contact 
Sandy (Weis) or Dee (Giant) no later than Sunday, January 31st, as we place our 
orders first thing on Monday morning. The cards will be distributed on Sunday, 
February 7th in the MPR from 9:30AM-10:30AM. We had total sales of $14,300.00 
last month with cash back of $715.00. FMC receiving $643.50 and P.W. receiving 
$71.50. Miriam Circle thanks you for your continued support of this fundraiser and 
we wish our church family and friends many blessings in the new year.
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WHAT IS PER CAPITA?
Per Capita is “the tie that binds” – annual giving that unites  
the entire church in the ongoing and essential work that  
guides the Office of the General Assembly, the life of the  
Presbyterian Church (USA) and benefits every congregation  
and every mid council ministry.  Per Capita is the primary  
source of funding for the Office of the General Assembly,  
and how Presbyterians mutually and equitably share the  
costs of coming together to discern the Spirit’s leading for  
the future.

• It is how Presbyterians are trained to become better ruling elders, teaching elders and deacons, and ministers.

•  It is how Presbyterians are helped to discern God’s call in their lives.

• It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of the wider church by serving on General Assembly committees and 
commissions, regardless of distance or financial resources.

• It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of the Church universal as we commit ourselves to work and live in 
fellowship with “all persons in every nation.”

All Presbyterians are called to take part on the ecclesiastical and administrative work shared by the whole church 
through Per Capita giving.  The annual rate is a per-member apportionment that is assessed biennially by the 
General Assembly.  All congregations, large and small, are encouraged to participate, either through an annual 
budget item or through a special direct appeal to their congregations.

The Per Capita for 202 is $35.38 per member. This distribution of this $35.38 is: $25.25 to the Presbytery of 
Donegal, $2.40 to the Synod of the Trinity, and $7.73 to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA).

The 2021 Giving Envelope Boxes are now available  
for pick up in the Multipurpose Room.  You may  
pick them up during regular church office hours,  

Monday - Thursday, 9am-3pm.

Richard A. Witzke,  Stewardship Elder

Stewardship
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Facilities Management Committee
LOOKING AHEAD  
2020, The year that even the most gifted fiction writer could not have imagined, is history. We quietly welcome 2021, 
with the hope and promise of a return to something called “normal” in the coming months. Due to concerns for the 
safety of the FMC volunteers, their time on campus has been limited, but a total of 79 hours were spent doing various 
tasks, one which included leaves . . . they seem to never end! Facilities Manager, Anthony Todaro has begun planning 
Spring projects and along with the committee is preparing a list of projected repairs/projects that will  need to be 
addressed in the next few years. Once this list is completed and prioritized, Trustees will have the responsibility to 
recommend how to proceed. Of course, COVID 19 remediation is a top priority, and everything possible is being done 
to make sure that our church family is as protected as possible when on campus. Your FMC volunteers thank our 
church family for all of their support the past year. We are so looking forward to once again worshipping together and 
making a “joyful” noise unto the Lord!

Dee Hoyt,  FMC Elder

Donegal News
NOVEMBER 2020 GATHERING REPORT
    At the November Presbytery Virtual Gathering we were privileged to hear the Rev. Dr. Carolyn Helsel 
  speak and lead us in conversation around her recent book Anxious to Talk About It: Helping White 
  Christians Talk Faithfully About Racism.  Carolyn is the Associate Professor of Homiletics at Austin 
  Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Austin Texas.
  Race.  White Supremacy.  Racism.  Colorblindness.  Post-racial.  Do all of these words make you anxious? 
  If so, you are not alone.  Conversations about race and racism often make people feel anxious, either 
  because they are not sure which words to use or because they are afraid of the conflict the 
  conservation may ring.  The Rev. Dr. Carolyn B. Helsel has been helping congregations and students to 
  have these hard discussions with a deeper awareness of the feelings they may evoke, so that we can 
stay in dialogue with one another even when it feels hard.  The goal of these conversations is to grow in our awareness 
of the problem of racism so that we can help work against its many forms throughout our society.  As we come 
together as a church, listening to the stories of one another, we can grow as Christ’s body in embodying God’s love for 
the world.  She ended her discussion by listing specific ways for us to overcome this feeling of anxiousness.
Other Presbytery Business.  In addition to the various committee reports, the Presbytery Budget for 2021 of $1,072,000 
was passed.  This included the provision that Per Capita remain the same as 2020 at $35.38 per member.  The Per 
Capita breakdown is as follows:  Presbytery $25.25, Synod $2.40, and the General Assembly (PCUSA) $7.73.  The next 
Presbytery Gathering will be a virtual gathering held online via Zoom on Tuesday, February 16, 2021.
Richard A. Witzke,  Donegal Commissioner Elder
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Historian
THE LOG CHURCH IN THE BARRENS
One of the early Presbyterian churches in present day 
York County was known as The Log Church in the 
Barrens.  “The Barrens” was the area of southeastern 
York County along the Susquehanna River.  The area was 
originally inhabited by Native Americans.  There were few 
white settlers in the area before 1730.  Although settlers 
began coming into the area around 1730, the lands west 
of the Susquehanna were not purchased by the Colony 
of Pennsylvania until 1736.

The name, “Barrens,” had nothing to do with the soil as 
the area was quite fertile.   The name was given because 
the local Indian tribes had set periodic fi res to remove 
most of the timber in the area.  The burning of trees and 
vegetation aided the tribes in pursuit and hunting of 
game.

Throughout the 1730’s the area was primarily settled 
by Scots-Irish Presbyterians, who came to America from 
Ireland.  The First Great Awakening, a spiritual revival, 
swept through the American colonies starting in the 
1730’s.  It is believed itinerant preachers came into the 
area from Maryland.

In 1747, the Presbyterians in the area built the log 
church known as The Log Church in the Barrens.  The 
church served settlers in today’s Peach Bottom, Lower 
Chanceford, Fawn, Hopewell and Windsor Townships 
of southeastern York County, as well as settlers from 
northern Harford County in Maryland.

The location of the church was at the confl uence of 
Muddy Creek and Scott’s Creek.  The site was described 
as located in a picturesque setting, but also noted as a 
diffi  cult place to get to.  It is believed the site was chosen 
due to being a central location to the people it served.  
Presbyterians came from miles away on foot or on 
horseback to attend worship.    

Any offi  cial records of the Log Church in the Barrens 
have been lost to history.  The fi rst pastor was Rev. 
Eleazer Whittlesey, who was a graduate of Nassau Hall 
(later Princeton University).  Information and sources 
vary on some details, so it is unclear when he began his 
ministry.

Sadly, The Log Church in the Barrens was destroyed 
by fi re in 1750.  You may ask why is a church that 
only existed for three years important.  The reason is 
that The Log Church in the Barrens was the “mother 
church” to fi ve churches.  These are Slate Ridge (1751), 
Chanceford (1751), Slateville (1849), New Harmony 
(1849) and Highland (1890).  Some sources also site a 
sixth church, Pine Grove (1857).

An historical marker was erected on the site of the 
original church in 1939.  The present-day site is off  
Bryansville Road near Delta.

Bob Moore, Church Historian

Sources: Presbyterian Historical Society
  usgwarchives .net
  newspapers .com

Sincere T hankfulness
I AM SO GRATEFUL  
My words cannot begin to express my sincere thanks to all of your for the 
cards, sweet thoughts and prayers extended to me during my recent illness. 

You are all a true blessing!

Nancy Edwardsy
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January BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
Date – Anniversary
20 – Mark & Linda Krom
21 – Dave & Sandy Lewis
24 – Bill & Lois Moore

Date – Birthday  

  1 – Kathleen Kellar
  4 – Craig Baker
  4 – Donna Chaney
11 – Beth Anne Foess
13 – Jason Foess
13 – Jim Woof
16 – Jan Trattner
17 – Nancy Schindo
18 – Joan Vange

20 – Bob Gould
22 – Linda Scamara
23 – Andrea Etzweiler
23 – Foster Hoyt
23 – Jim Sanford
24 – Kay Matunis
25 – Amy DeGrange
28 – Debbie Jordan
31 – Elaine Hoenstine

Remembered in Prayer Last Month

Eastminster Presbyterian Church –  
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry
All our Military Men and Women around the  
world and their families back home
Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Rev. Michael Campbell

Cade Curran

Nancy Edwards

Andrew Frey

Dee Hoyt

Kathy Lord

Alan McIntosh

Skip Northrop

Brian Paige

Robert Smith

Don Wonders

Harry

Jennifer



Preschool
JANUARY 2021  
Happy New Year!  In spite of all the hardships we faced during 2020, we have come out stronger than ever.  Our 
preschool has been blessed to continue to offer in-person classes through December, and we are looking forward to 
continuing into the Spring.  After that, we will be returning for summer camps!  After our hiatus, last summer, we are 
excited to be back for fun in the sun.  More information about summer camps will be available in March.

Eastminster Preschool will be opening registration this month for the 2021-2022 school year.  You can find more 
information on our website at eastminsterpreschool.com or contact the preschool office at 717-755-0543.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT  
Ashley VonStein  is a teacher at Eastminster Preschool.  Ashley teaches one of our 4 year/5 day classes and is currently 
running the Cooperative Classroom, which is a remote learning opportunity that just started this year in response to the 
pandemic.  This classroom is very active and uses many new forms of technology to bring the preschool experience into 
the home of our students. Ashley has been instrumental in the success of this program.
Ashley attended the University of New York in Albany and obtained her Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology.  She began her 
foray into the world of early childhood education by working in a daycare as a teenager.  Since then, she has worked with 
children with autism, taught music classes, and worked as a preschool teacher.  This is her second year at Eastminster, as 
a full-time employee.  
Ashley believes that children learn best through play.  Her goal is to make the learning experience so much fun that her 
students do not even realize they are learning.  One glance at her classroom will show the many hands-on activities that 
are available to her students.
During her free time, Ashley likes to spend time crafting, reading, and watching her son play baseball.  She lives in Mount 
Wolf with her husband and two children.  Her youngest child attends  Eastminster Preschool in the 4 year/5 day class.      

Carly VonStein,  Preschool Director
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CONTACT INFORMATION
www.eastminster-york.org

Josh Gill, Pastor 717-755-6222 jdgillsr@gmail .com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 717-891-4536 
 randy .epcyork@gmail .com

Beth Anne Foess, Admin Assistant 717-755-6222 
 epcyorkoffi  ce@gmail .com

Anthony Todaro, Facilities Manager  717-430-8657 
 anthony .epcyork@gmail .com

Newsletter Info newsletter .epcyork@gmail .com

Accounting/Finance 717-757-5217 
 epcfi nance@gmail .com

Carly VonStein, Pre-School Director 717-755-0543 
 eastminsterpreschool@gmail .com
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Financial Report
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF NOVEMBER 30, 2020

Ordinary Income Actual Budget
*Envelope Off ering 321,420.24 342,577.00

 Open Plate  1,529.12 4,383.00
 Sunday School 
  Off ering 0.00 0.00
 Per Capita 5,103.88 8,123.00       
 Rental Income 27,125.00 48,903.00
 Interest Income  
  (checking) 0.00 0.00
 Misc. Income 47,233.13 8,056.00

Total Budget 
  Income 402,411.37 412,042.00

Expenses  
Payroll 222,072.04   233,951.46

 Accounting Services 8,871.24 9,625.00
 Per Capita Expense 10,378.50 10,378.50
 Bank Expenses 55.00 85.00
 Moving Expenses 0.00 10,400.00
  Search Expense 2,515.90 4,100.00
  Deacons’ Open Plate 
  Communion 632.10 1,100.00
 Stephen Ministries 147.20 275.00
  Education 833.48 1,535.00
 Congregational Life/
  Outreach 779.20 3,708.00
 Stewardship 1,028.99 2,000.00
  Communications 991.39 473.00
 Mission 34,000.00 36,660.00
 Worship 5,222.45 7,550.000
 Administration 0.00 1,540.00
 Plant Expenses 58,246.59 80,005.00
 General Expenses 14,563.29 15,785.00
 Total Budget 
  Expenses 360,337.37 419,170.96

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting an article or announcement for next 

month’s “Pew Points” is the 15th of this month.  
Please email your information to: 

newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com
Thanks!

*Includes lump sum annual contributions. 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402


