
 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
  

December 6, 2020 10:00 a.m. Livestream Worship 
 

 

 

WE GATHER BEFORE GOD  
 

CHIMES 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

PRELUDE                             Savior of the Heathen, Come                                         J.S. Bach 

  

  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                                    Psalm 85  

Leader:      Let us hear what the Lord God says, because God speaks peace to the church.   

People: God’s salvation is very close to those who honor the Holy One,  

so that God’s glory can live in our land. 

Leader:      Faithful love and truth have met; righteousness and peace have kissed.   

People:      Righteousness walks before God, making a road for God’s steps.    

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE OF PEACE 
 

Last Sunday we lit the first candle – the candle of hope.  Today we light the second candle, the candle of 

peace.   

We light it knowing full well that peace is elusive, and in some parts of the world, almost completely absent.  

Yet in this season of Advent, we trust that God is never absent from us.  

God is always preparing something new.  

And even where there is war and discord, whether between countries, with families, or within our own 

hearts, God is present, gently leading us to new possibilities.  
 

(Two candles are lit.) 
 

Let us pray:  

Loving God, in this time of preparation and planning, we thank you for the hope and peace you 

unfailingly offer. Show us the creative power of hope.  Teach us the peace that comes from justice.  

Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ.  Amen.  

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 2                                          Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus                                         Hyfrydol  

                                            (see words and music in back of bulletin) 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION  

We know that we have sinned before God and others; yet we also know that if we confess our sin we can be 

restored to a right and just standing before God and others. Let us therefore confess our sin, trusting God’s 

promised mercy. 

 

 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, we confess that far too often we find ourselves stuck, overwhelmed or aimless, trapped by 

fears and anxieties that paralyze us, constraining our actions. Simple acts of compassion – of 

connection with others – are enormously difficult. And sometimes anger, even rage, takes us hostage, 

and we treat others as enemies, failing to discern your beloved image in them. Free us from fear and 

anger so that we can love without restraint — so that we may be compassionate, as you are 

compassionate, because we are your children.  

*SILENT CONFESSION 

 

*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  

Leader:  Friends, hear the good news of the gospel:   

People:   God’s grace is stronger than any anger and fear that may hold us in their grip. God’s grace 

liberates us, freeing us to live in love and compassion. Thanks be to God who in Christ 

empowers us to live fully and freely. 

 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE No. 579          Glory Be to the Father  Gloria Patri 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  LESSON                             Isaiah 40:1-11                                              NRSV 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and cry to her 

that she has served her term, 
    that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 

    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 



    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 

    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 

    and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
    and all people shall see it together, 

    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Cry out!” 

    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 
    their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
    when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 

    surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
    but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9 Get you up to a high mountain, 
    O Zion, herald of good tidings;[a] 

lift up your voice with strength, 
    O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,[b] 

    lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Lord God comes with might, 
    and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense before him. 
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

    he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 

    and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                        Child in a Barren Land                             Schuyler and Brickhart 

                                      Marilyn Jennerjohn, solo 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                         Mark 1:1-8                                                               NRSV 

The beginning of the good news[a] of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.[b] 

2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,[c] 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,[d] 
    who will prepare your way; 
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

    make his paths straight,’” 

4 John the baptizer appeared[e] in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18430a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18430b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201%3A1-8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24214a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201%3A1-8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24214b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201%3A1-8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24215c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201%3A1-8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24215d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201%3A1-8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24217e


their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have 
baptized you with[f] water; but he will baptize you with[g] the Holy Spirit.” 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

 

SERMON                       Preparing the Way                                       Rev. Joshua D. Gill 

 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE 

*HYMN NO.  9                                           O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vv. 1 and 3)                          Veni Emmanuel 

                                                       (see music and words in back of the bulletin)   

 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed                              (Traditional Version)  
 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 

dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  
 

 

*OFFERING 

*OFFERING RESPONSE No. 592             Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                              Doxology 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201%3A1-8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24221f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201%3A1-8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24221g


THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE 

Jesus said: Come to me, all you that are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take 

my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls.  

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. Let us give 

thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  It is truly right and our greatest joy 

to praise you, O God, creator of the universe….Then in the fullness of time, you sent your only Son to 

redeem us and heal our brokenness. Therefore we join our voices with the choirs of heaven and with all the 

faithful of every time and place who forever praise your name: 

 

 
 

Holy God, we thank you for Jesus Christ, your Son. In Jesus, born of Mary, your Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us, full of grace and truth… 

      

 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)           
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever.  Amen  
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

 

 



*HYMN NO. 38                                     It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (vv. 1 and 4)                                        Carol                       

(see music and words in back of the bulletin) 

 

 

WE DEPART FOR SERVICE 
 

*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE             Go Ye, Therefore                                     Gretchen Dekker 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

POSTLUDE                                                   People, Look East                                        arr. James Mansfield

                  

 

 

Leading Worship 
 

The Rev. Joshua D. Gill, Pastor 

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 

Liturgist ~ Mary Boyd 

Advent Wreath Lighters ~ John & Debbie Ehrat 

 
The Call to Worship, Call to Confession, Prayer of Confession, and Assurance of God’s Grace, are taken from 

the Liturgy Guide of the Presbyterian Outlook. 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, December 13, is the third Sunday in Advent. Pastor Josh’s sermon will be True 

Light, and the scripture will be John 1:6-8, 19-28. The Bells of Eastminster will play. 

 

PLEASE CHECK THE DOORS! – We have had a few incidences recently where doors have been 

left unlocked or slightly ajar. If you are accessing any of the church buildings, please make sure the doors 

are completely closed and locked before you leave. Thank you! 

 

GIVING ENVELOPE BOXES --  Your Giving Envelope Boxes can now be picked up in the 

Multipurpose Room during normal church office hours. Please do not use these envelopes until 2021 

begins. 

 



DECEMBER GROCERY CARDS – Cards will be distributed Sunday, December 6, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

in the Multipurpose Room. Miriam Circle wishes you a safe and wonderful holiday.  It’s been a very 

challenging year, but we have much to be grateful for. 

 

CHRISTMAS BELLS (FORMERLY ANGEL TREE) – Thank you to everyone who has taken a 

bell to sponsor a child’s Christmas gifts this year. And thank you to those who have already returned those 

gifts! Just a reminder that all the gifts should be wrapped and returned to the church office by Monday, 

December 14. 

 

POINSETTIAS -- In light of the present situation with no in-person worship services, the worship 

committee will be purchasing poinsettias to enhance the chancel area during this season. The poinsettias 

will be dedicated to the glory of God and to the Eastminster congregation for their faithful service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 2                                          Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus                                         Hyfrydol  

 

 

 



*HYMN NO.  9                                           O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vv. 1 and 3)                          Veni Emmanuel 

 

 
 



*HYMN NO. 38                                     It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (vv. 1 and 4)                        Carol                       

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please keep these people in your prayers this week: 

+All our military men and women around the world and their families back home+ 

+Eastminster Presbyterian Church – its congregation, mission, and ministry+ 

+ Stephen Ministers and their care receivers+ 

Rev. Michael Campbell 

Nancy Edwards 

Andrew Frey 

Dee Hoyt 

Kathy Lord 

Brian Page  

Our preschool staff, students and families 

Students, teachers and school staff during this challenging school year 

Those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and all frontline workers 

EPC Shut-ins 
 

If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list, 

please first obtain that person’s permission and then  

contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 717-755-6222. 

 

 

 
 

 


