
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1st Sunday of Christmas 
  

December 27, 2020 10:00 a.m. Livestream Worship 
 

 

 

WE GATHER BEFORE GOD  
 

CHIMES 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE                                               Good Christians All, Rejoice                                   arr. Charles Sergisson  

  

  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                                Col. 3:15, 16  
 

Leader:      Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts; 

People: let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.  

 

 

 

 



*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 49                                   Once in Royal David’s City (vv. 1 and 4)                                              Irby 

 
 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION  

The grace of God has appeared, 

bringing salvation to all 

and teaching us to renounce  

what is evil in this world.  

Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.  



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness. We confess 

that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be good. We have closed our eyes to 

glory in our midst expecting little, and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, so that 

we may receive the fullness of our grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. 

*SILENT CONFESSION 

 

*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  

Leader:  Christ our Savior gave himself to us, that he might redeem us from our sin and claim us as his 

own people.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

People:  Thanks be to God.  

 
    

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE        Angels From the Realms of Glory (vs. 4)                               Regent Square 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  LESSON                             Isaiah 61:10-62:3                                               The Message 

I will sing for joy in God, 
    explode in praise from deep in my soul! 

He dressed me up in a suit of salvation, 
    he outfitted me in a robe of righteousness, 

As a bridegroom who puts on a tuxedo 
    and a bride a jeweled tiara. 
For as the earth bursts with spring wildflowers, 

    and as a garden cascades with blossoms, 
So the Master, God, brings righteousness into full bloom 

    and puts praise on display before the nations. 
 Regarding Zion, I can’t keep my mouth shut, 
    regarding Jerusalem, I can’t hold my tongue, 

Until her righteousness blazes down like the sun 
    and her salvation flames up like a torch. 



Foreign countries will see your righteousness, 
    and world leaders your glory. 

You’ll get a brand-new name 
    straight from the mouth of God. 

You’ll be a stunning crown in the palm of God’s hand, 
    a jeweled gold cup held high in the hand of your God. 
 

 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING                                        Mary, Did You Know?                   Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene 

                                   Don Wonders, solo 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                         Luke 2:22-40                                                   NRSV 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every 

firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons.” 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;[a] this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 

Lord’s Messiah.[b] Guided by the Spirit, Simeon[c] came into the temple; and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 

Simeon[d] took him in his arms and praised God, saying,\ 
 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant[e] in peace, 
    according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then 
Simeon[f] blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling 

and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner 
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

There was also a prophet, Anna[g] the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of 
a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow 
to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and 

prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak 
about the child[h] to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 
to their own town of Nazareth.  The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and 

the favor of God was upon him. 

Leader:     The Word of the Lord. 

People:     Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 



SERMON                           Salvation has Come                                       Rev. Joshua D. Gill 

 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE 

*HYMN NO.  29                                                     Go, Tell It on the Mountain                                                      Spiritual 

 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                           Phil. 2:5–11 

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 

exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being 

found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death even death on a 

cross. Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess to the glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord! Amen. 
 

 

*OFFERING 

 

*OFFERING RESPONSE                        What Child is This? (vs. 3)                                             Greensleeves 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)          PH, pg. 16 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever.  Amen  



*HYMN NO.  31                         Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing (vv. 1 and 3)                  Mendelssohn               

 



WE DEPART FOR SERVICE 
 

*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE           While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks, vs. 6                                              Christmas 

 
 

 

POSTLUDE                                       Christians, Be Joyful (from “Christmas Oratorio”)                         J.S. Bach  

 

The Worship Committee was privileged to provide  
the poinsettias this Christmas in honor and memory of  

Eastminster, loved ones, and friends.  
Though we were unable to acknowledge individual dedications,  

we treasure each of our Eastminster family  
and thank you for your understanding. 

Anyone who would like one of the poinsettias may pick one up in the MPR 
on the 28th or 29th, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

       

           

 

Leading Worship 
 

The Rev. Joshua D. Gill, Pastor 

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 

The Call to Worship, Call to Confession, Prayer of Confession, and Assurance of God’s Grace, are taken from 

the Liturgy Guide of the Book of Common Worship. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, January 3, is the second Sunday of Christmas and is also a Communion 

Sunday. Pastor Josh’s sermon will be Grace Upon Grace, and the scripture will be John 1:10-18. Brian 

Stover will be our soloist. 

 



GROCERY CARDS -- No in person worship means we go to Plan B for the grocery cards orders. If 

you are not on the automatic order list, or did not sign-up for the January cards when you picked up your 

cards earlier this month, please contact either Sandy (Weis) or Dee (Giant) no later than Sunday, December 

27th. The orders are placed at 9 a.m. on Monday, December 28th. Please keep in mind that with the 

holidays, delivery may be delayed, but keep your fingers crossed that we will have them for distribution on 

January 3rd in the Multipurpose Room between 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 am. 

 

GIVING ENVELOPE BOXES --  Your Giving Envelope Boxes can now be picked up in the 

Multipurpose Room during normal church office hours. Please do not use these envelopes until 2021 

begins. 

 

POINSETTIAS -- On December 28th & 29th the Congregational Life Committee, in coordination with 

the Worship Committee, will distribute the beautiful Poinsettias that have graced our sanctuary during the 

Christmas services. We would love for any members of the congregation who would like to receive one to 

stop by the Multipurpose Room from 11-1 on either day you choose. Just drive up to the circle outside of 

the Haines House and we will gladly deliver one to your car.  

 

PINK SLIPS – All pink slips for payment/reimbursement must be received by Mindy in the finance 

office no later than December 28. Any pink slips received after that date will go on the 2021 

budget/expense report.  

 

 

 

  

 

Please keep these people in your prayers this week: 

+All our military men and women around the world and their families back home+ 

+Eastminster Presbyterian Church – its congregation, mission, and ministry+ 

+ Stephen Ministers and their care receivers+ 

Rev. Michael Campbell 

Cade Curran 

Dee Hoyt 

Alan McIntosh 

Brian Page 

The family and friends of Shirley Thompson, who died December 1 

Don Wonders  

Our preschool staff, students and families 

Students, teachers and school staff during this challenging school year 

Those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and all frontline workers 

EPC Shut-ins 
 

If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list, 

please first obtain that person’s permission and then  

contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 717-755-6222. 


