
 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 
  

December 20, 2020 10:00 a.m. Livestream Worship 
 

 

 

WE GATHER BEFORE GOD  
 

CHIMES 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

PRELUDE                             The Holly and the Ivy                                         arr. Marshall Ocker 

Eastminster String Quartet 

Leah Krieger-violin, Noah Dekker-violin,  

Annie Hebel-viola, Sophie Dekker-cello 

  

  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                           Rom. 16:25-27  

Leader:     The mystery of the ages is now revealed. 

People:  To God be the glory forever! Amen.  

  

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE OF LOVE 
 

We have lit three candles – for hope, for peace, and for joy.   

Today we light the fourth candle – the candle of love.  

With this flame we signify the love of God that surrounds and fills us at all times, but we recognize it in a 

special way in the Christmas story.   

There is no greater power than love.  It is stronger than rulers and empires, stronger than grief or despair, 

stronger even than death.  We love because God loves us. 
 

(Lighting of the Advent candles of Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy) 
 

 

Let us Pray: 

Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Christmas season. 

As these candles are lit, light our lives with your imagination. 

Show us the creative power of hope. 

Teach us the peace that comes from justice.  

Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be contained but must be shared. 

Magnify your love within us. 

Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, 

That we may walk in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 41                                           O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                 Adeste Fideles 

 
 

 

 

 



*CALL TO CONFESSION  

Surely God is our salvation. Have faith, and do not be afraid. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.  

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God the future, you are coming in power to bring in all nations under your rule. We confess that we 

have not expected your kingdom, for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised judgement. We 

accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse your justice and peace. In your 

mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek things that will endure when 

Christ comes to judge the world.  

*SILENT CONFESSION 

 

*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE   

The wilderness will rejoice; the dry land will blossom. The people of God will return with joy and singing. In 

the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

   

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 68          What Star is This (vs. 4)                                Puer Nobis, Nascitur 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  LESSON                             2 Samuel 7:1-11                                                         NRSV 

 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house 
of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you 

have in mind; for the LORD is with you.” 



4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell my servant David: 
Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6 I have not lived in a 

house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have moved about among all the 

people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders[a] of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?” 8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: 

I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 
Israel; 9 and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 

before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as 

formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you 
rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a 

house. 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                        The Coventry Carol                                  arr. Marshall Ocker 

                                      Eastminster String Quartet 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                         Luke 1:26-38                                                   NRSV 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to 
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 

was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”[a] 
But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.”  Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 

virgin?”[b]  The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born[c] will be holy; he will be 

called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; 
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  For nothing will be impossible 
with God.”  Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 

to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

 

SERMON                      A Divine Visitor                                        Rev. Joshua D. Gill 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Samuel%207:1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-8188a


WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE 

*HYMN NO.  56                                                 The First Nowell (vv. 1 and 2)                                            English Carol 

 
 

 

 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                           Col. 1:15-20 

Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; in him all things in heaven 

and on earth were created, things visible and invisible. All things have been created through him and 

for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  He is head of the body, 

the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn of the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 

everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased 

to reconcile all things,  whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

Amen. 
 

 

*OFFERING 

*OFFERING RESPONSE In the Bleak Midwinter (vs. 4)                                                     Cranham 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)          PH, pg. 16 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever.  Amen  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN NO.  40                               Joy to the World (vv. 1,2 and 4)                                                       Antioch      

 
 

 

 



WE DEPART FOR SERVICE 
 

*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks, vs. 6                                      Christmas 

 
 

 

POSTLUDE                                              He is Born, the Holy Child                                  arr. Marshall Ocker 

                           Eastminster String Quartet 

                  

 

 

Leading Worship 
 

The Rev. Joshua D. Gill, Pastor 

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 

Liturgist ~ Sue Bergeron 

Advent Wreath Lighters ~ John & Jane Henty 

 
The Call to Worship, Call to Confession, Prayer of Confession, and Assurance of God’s Grace, are taken from 

the Liturgy Guide of the Book of Common Worship. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, December 27, is the first Sunday of Christmas. Pastor Josh’s sermon will be 

Salvation has Come, and the scripture will be Luke 2:22-40. Don Wonders will be our soloist. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE --  The Christmas Eve broadcast will be available starting at noon on 

Christmas Eve. Have your candles and glow sticks ready (see below!) as we prepare our hearts to hear the 

story of the birth of Jesus. This year we will feature our children, youth and college age students as they 

help lead worship along with many of our wonderful musicians. 

 

 



CHRISTMAS EVE LIGHTS – It is a tradition at Eastminster to end the Christmas Eve service with 

candlelight and Silent Night. In past years, during the 5:00 o’clock family service, the congregation has 

used glow sticks instead of candles because of the small children attending. Beginning Monday, Dec.21st 

both the candles and glow sticks will be available for you to pick up for use at home when you view the 

online service. There will be a tub on the office porch. Help yourself and have a Blessed Christmas! 

 

POINSETTIAS -- On December 28th & 29th the Congregational Life Committee, in coordination with 

the Worship Committee, will distribute the beautiful Poinsettias that have graced our sanctuary during the 

Christmas services. We would love for any members of the congregation who would like to receive one to 

stop by the Multipurpose Room from 11-1 on either day you choose. Just drive up to the circle outside of 

the Haines House and we will gladly deliver one to your car.  

 

PINK SLIPS – All pink slips for payment/reimbursement must be received by Mindy in the finance 

office no later than December 28. Any pink slips received after that date will go on the 2021 

budget/expense report.  

 

GIVING ENVELOPE BOXES --  Your Giving Envelope Boxes can now be picked up in the 

Multipurpose Room during normal church office hours. Please do not use these envelopes until 2021 

begins. 

 

PLEASE CHECK THE DOORS! – We have had a few incidents recently in which doors have been 

left unlocked or slightly ajar. If you are accessing any of the church buildings, please make sure the doors 

are completely closed and locked before you leave. Thanks! 

 
 

 

 

Please keep these people in your prayers this week: 

+All our military men and women around the world and their families back home+ 

+Eastminster Presbyterian Church – its congregation, mission, and ministry+ 

+ Stephen Ministers and their care receivers+ 

Rev. Michael Campbell 

Cade Curran 

Dee Hoyt 

Alan McIntosh 

The family and friends of Shirley Thompson, who died December 1 

Don Wonders  

Our preschool staff, students and families 

Students, teachers and school staff during this challenging school year 

Those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and all frontline workers 

EPC Shut-ins 
 

If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list, 

please first obtain that person’s permission and then  

contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 717-755-6222. 


