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 Advent is a time in which we prepare for the birth of the 
Messiah. Raymond Brown in his commentary on the Birth Narratives 
in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke writes; “although they 
constitute a total of four out of the eighty-nine Gospel chapters, the 
infancy narratives have an importance far greater than their length. 
They have offered abundant material for reflection both to Christian 
and non-Christian, to saint and skeptic. For orthodox Christians 
they have helped to shape the central doctrine of Jesus God and 
man. On the one hand they leave no doubt that Jesus was the Son 
of God from the moment of his conception: on the other hand, the 
portrayal of physical birth has underlined the true humanity of  
Jesus’ origins.” 

 These narratives should give us pause. Pause to reflect on 
the nature and heart of God. They tell a story of how God came to 
live with us, how God moved into the neighborhood. God came 
as a helpless infant. Until about 10 years ago I had never really 
understood the true nature of this story. God showed up as a baby 
and did all the things that babies do. Jesus giggled as loving hands 
touched and soothed him. Jesus snuggled in tight with his mother 
and father when he was scared.  Jesus probably cried through 
the night as he was teething. Jesus fully God and fully human. A 
foundational concept with mystery at its core.  As we enter this 
season of Advent, I invite you to reflect on this divine mystery. That 
God’s love is so great that God moved into the neighborhood. May 
this season draw you closer to this mystery. 

Joshua Gill, Pastor  
1 Brown, Raymond. The Birth of the Messiah: A Commentary on the  

Infancy Narratives in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. 1993, pg 25.

INTRODUCTION



November 29, 2020

HIS NAME IS

Isaiah 9:6  
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government

shall be on his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful,  
Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father,  

The Prince of Peace.

Certain verses of Scripture come to our minds as we draw close 
to Christmas. In the majestic titles of Jesus found in the prophecy 
of Isaiah 9:6, we find Him to be everything we need. We find Him 
not only the “reason for the season” but the name that should be 
on our lips as God puts us in touch with others over the  
Christmas holidays.

Who doesn’t need to know the Wonderful Counselor? Who 
doesn’t need to know this One who can offer advice when they 
are facing a difficult situation? This One who has the answers 
for marriage and family dilemmas?

Who doesn’t need to know the Mighty God? You certainly know 
people who are dealing with a rebellious teenager or an aging 
parent or a sick child or an impossible job situation. Perhaps we 
need to be reminded of how mighty God.  Read Isaiah 40.

Who doesn’t need to know the Eternal Father? We have a God who 
dwells in eternity, which means that there is more to life than what 
we see around us?

Who doesn’t need to know the Prince of Peace? In a culture of road 
rage and long lines and short fuses, with strained relationships 
and simmering discontentment, who isn’t starving for deeper, 
more-lasting peace? Who doesn’t need to know why even the 
most desirable possessions and experiences leave them feeling 
unsatisfied? Who doesn’t need a peace that passes understanding? 
Who doesn’t need more of the Prince of Peace and His peace in 
their home?

This Christmas, be watching for people who need to know Jesus.
Lois Moore



November 30, 2020 
Luke 1:26 & 27

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God  
unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,  

to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was  
Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary.

THE COMING OF ADVENT
Psalm 18:1-2 I love you, O Lord, my strength.  The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer; my 
God, my strength in whom I take refuge…

This year has been really different, but Advent is still the same.  The 
manner in which we celebrate this season of the liturgical year may be 
different, but Advent is still the same.  We may look different this year 
during this season, but Advent is still the same.

God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  Jesus still comes to us 
in Advent the same last year, this year and the next.  The angels will still 
sing the same songs and still have the same wonderful announcement.  
The shepherds in the fields will still see the same star in the heavens.  
The wise men will still follow that very same star to the manger where 
Jesus lays.

We find the Christ, the baby born in the manger so long ago, still in our 
lives today.  We find Him just as relevant and just as personal this year as 
we did last year.  We may have changed, but He is still constant.

God’s love for us, shown to us through His son, Jesus, is still as constant 
as it has always been.  May we never lose sight of His constant love, 
mercy, and grace.

Thanks be to God!

Prayer: Lord God, We thank you for being our strength and our refuge.  
Thank you for this wonderful time of the year and for Your Son, Jesus, who 
came to save us all. Amen.                                                             

Tania O’Hearn



December 1, 2020
Luke 1:28 & 29

And having come in, the angel said to her,
“Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you;

blessed are you among women!”  But when she saw him,
she was greatly troubled at his saying,

and considered what manner of greeting was this.

ADVENT – A REMINDER
“Advent” is derived from the Latin word for “coming.”  As a refresher, it is 
the season before Christmas in which Christians anticipate the coming 
of the Messiah.  Advent begins the 4th Sunday before Christmas Day 
and extends through Christmas Eve.

Advent originated in the 4th Century as a period of penance and 
preparation for baptisms at Epiphany (January 6th).  In the 6th Century, 
Advent moved to the four weeks before Christmas, and special liturgy 
was added.  In the 9th and 10th Centuries, Advent’s meaning was 
broadened to include the expectation of the Second Coming of Christ. 

Advent is a time to look forward to Christmas Day, the commemoration 
of Christ’s birth on Earth.  It is also a time to reflect and remember 
Christ’s presence in our everyday lives.  

Advent is a time to reflect on our own lives, to deepen our commitment 
to Christ, and to live in the hope of his return.  Advent can be a special 
time for families to draw closer together as they share in the special 
activities of the season.                                                             

Bob Moore
Excerpts copied from Celebrating Advent at Home 



December 2, 2020

THIS YEAR 

It’s January. We ring in the new year with celebration and festivities, 
parties, noisemakers, and even champagne. We make resolutions to 
improve our lives.  

Usually, within a month or so, we’ve broken most, if not all of  
our resolutions.  Our well meant intentions fell astray in our  
everyday living. 

The days, weeks, and months go by, as we tear another page from 
the calendar. Life happens; some of it good, and some bad. This 
year has been exceptionally difficult, with the coronavirus affecting 
the whole world. If you are like me, you may be wondering will I be 
spared; will my loved ones be spared?  What is God’s plan for us with 
this wicked virus?

By Halloween, the Christmas paraphernalia is already in the stores. 
We start thinking about the end of the year, so we can put this year 
behind us and once again look to the next year for a fresh start. 

Then on Thanksgiving, we dedicate a day to count our blessings and 
be grateful for the good things and people in our lives.  For some 
people, this may be the only day they take time, if that.

Fortunately, we have Advent and Christmas to celebrate and close 
out the year. Advent, by definition is “the arrival of a notable 
person, thing, or event. “

We look forward to the humble birth of the most precious baby ever 
born. And we know this much: God’s plan for us is to accept this 
baby as his son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Joy to the world!

Robin Blakely

Luke 1:30
And the angel said unto her, “fear not, Mary: 

for thou has found favor with God.” 



December 3, 2020
Luke 1:31

“And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, 
and shalt call his name Jesus.”

ADVENT 

Definition: a coming into place, view, or being.  
– Origin: First recorded in 1125–75; Middle English, from Latin adventus   “arrival, approach;”  
     ad- “toward”  +  ven-  stem of venīre “to come”  +   -tus  suffix of verbal action. 
– Synonyms:  onset, beginning, commencement, start. 
– Related words: onset, arrival, coming, approach, entrance, appearance, occurrence, visitation. 

Luke 3:4 ...as in Isaiah, saying: “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:‘ Prepare the way of the LORD.’
John the Baptist announced someone was coming. “Hey you, get ready, Now!”

I asked a friend to define Advent, “Well, getting ready for Christmas.”  They 
skipped right over the four weeks of preparation directly to Christmas. After all, 
there is so much to do.

As a child, I remember the smells . . . cleaning, baking and greens for decorating, 
and in that order, too. One step led to the next. As a ‘good Christian mother’ I 
added doing for the church . . . pageants and costumes, crafts, singing, practices 
for it all. Lots of time spent at church. All this before doing everything at home.

But, did I do it with inner reflection or even reverence? I don’t think so. At least 
not then. Maybe in the quiet of Christmas Eve after church was over, kids in 
bed, and before I wrapped gifts. Oops, almost forgot, I was usually still sewing 
something, too. The quiet reflection was brief, to say the least.

Now here, I could comment on the difference between preparations in the 1970s 
to those in Jesus’ time when to get someplace required food, bedding and maps. 
Does that really matter? They did what they had to do and so did I.

My perspective changed, though. I move slower, have less to do, so see from a 
different angle . . . one of age. I could say of greater experiences, but won’t. Gotta 
smile at myself, sometimes. Rather just the advent of another view, that comes 
from different expectations.

I approach from knowing my rough places have been made smooth. I hold onto 
that. Oh, do I hold onto that. Always on an unexpected adventure, my way is, and 
has always been, prepared for me.
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” All praise to Thee eternal one, whose Advent 
hath my freedom won.                                                        

    Helenita Ziegler



December 4, 2020
Luke 1:32 & 33

He shall be great and shall be called the Son of the Highest,
and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father, David.

And he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

“A BOUGH ACROSS TIME”

Personally, Advent holds more meaning now, than perhaps, in the past… 
A dark shadow, this year, surely has been cast…

Covid-19 now stretches around the globe… 
We need, remember, God’s Son – in the Bible – His birth was foretold.

For, that tiny Babe, born in a manger… 
To human frailties, He witnessed - and certainly was no stranger…

His healing of the leper – well, did that pertain only to those “olden” days? 
So it is today, hand sanitizers and masks – are the order of our very ways.

Let’s look at one Advent tradition, right here and right now… 
One I think of first - is the evergreen bough. 

An Advent scholar can tell you it’s history… 
“unbending under heavy snow and brutal wind”- that is fact…not mystery. 

Life’s correlation to this - our living precisely as mentioned above… 
Started so long ago in Bethlehem, and now surrounds us - in unending love…

We probably have all had our moments, this year, of such inner dark places… 
Even, sadly, when we can’t see all the emotions we might like to - on 
each other’s faces…

Throughout all rough times on our life’s journey - and especially in “this 
season of waiting”… 
May we look to our faith to light our way - knowing in our hearts His 
love for us is never fading… 

by:  Ellen Graham



December 5, 2020
Luke 1:34, 35 & 37

Then Mary said unto the angel, “How shall this be, seeing that I know
not this man?” And the angel answered and said unto her,

“The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee; so the Holy One to be born will be called the

Son of God”. For nothing is impossible with God.

AND MARY PONDERED . . . IN HER HEART

Luke 2:19  “But Mary kept (treasured) all these things and pondered them in her heart.” 
Only with Mary was Jesus born. She was necessary. So I wonder why in some 
traditions, it isn’t until the fourth week of Advent that she is honored . . . with the 
Magnificat or Song of Mary. There are three weeks of prophets and John the Baptist 
before her. Perhaps only another mother would wonder about that. 
And why is it relegated to Mary to do the pondering? Every male and female have 
mothering skills so treasuring and remembering our children is innate in all of us . . . an 
essential character existing from birth. 
During Advent, we wonder about the gifts we’re going to ‘get’ from someone or, 
sometimes more challenging, what we are going to get for them. At what point does 
the brooding become pondering? Ah, the mind analyzes and tries to take over, but the 
unexpected interrupts and creates a smile. Without realizing it, the mind is superseded 
by the heart. 
Maybe that is why three weeks of ‘minding’ are needed for the heart to remember. 
Next is the treasuring part where the heart communicates with gratitude for all the 
gifts that are received from our children. Innocence and a fearless march through life, 
is awe inspiring.  
Can you be bold enough to share this astonishment? The misgivings of being a 
parent that you thought you had, in your heart are mirrored weightless as a feather. 
So prayers from the mind open the door to pondering, to treasuring, and then 
acceptance in your heart. 
My two year old daughter was hit by a car, had concussions and was not expected to 
live through the night. As I sat by her bed in the hospital, I heard voices singing. I could 
feel the prayers from my heart without words mingle with other prayers and expand. 
In my heart I knew she would live and grow into an amazing young woman. This 
ultimate gift transformed me.
Prayer: Now thank we all our God with heart & hands & voices, who wondrous things hath 
done, in whom this world rejoices. Who from our mothers’ arms hath blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

Helenita Ziegler



December 6, 2020
Luke 1:46-49

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices
in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his
servant.  From now on all generations shall call me blessed, for the

Mighty One has done great things for me and holy is his name.”

WAITING AND PONDERING

While the Jews waited for their Messiah and Mary waited for the birth of 
her Son, Jesus, we wait each year, in the season of Advent, to ponder and 
prepare for the celebration of that Messiah and Son. That seminal event 
in history (His Story) that changed everything and continues to change 
peoples’ lives every day.

We can be sure that Mary pondered many things in her heart, and we do 
too! These may be some:

 • Who is this Man called Jesus?

 • How ever did He live a sinless life as the Son of Man, showing us 
   what the Christian life looks like.

 • How He invites us to enter the realm of limitless possibilities, as 
   nothing is impossible with Him.

 • How He forgives every sin and trespass of ours, and remembers 
   them no more, assuring us that we are His beloved children.

 • How He promises to never leave us or forsake us and that His 
   steadfast love endures forever. This is including the promise of 
   eternal life in His Presence.

What a Gift! What more could we ask for?

Have a Blessed Christmas, for the long-awaited Messiah has come! The 
Light has broken through the darkness.

We forever remain in His Grip of Grace,

Georgia  Mazzolla



December 7, 2020
Luke 2:1 & 3

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus  
that all the world should be taxed.  

And all went to be taxed,  
Everyone onto his own city.

FIELD OF LOVE

 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, . . . If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit..   
Galations 5: 22-25

This has been such a strange, crazy year.  We have had to make many 
changes.  It has been trying at times and we all wish it over.  But one thing 
I have noticed is all the small, little things that people are doing that are so 
kind.  Whether it is a nice phone call, a note, a polite cashier, or courteous 
things such as holding doors, etc.

My cousin, who lives is in Oregon, has done a surprising thing to help her 
community.  She and her husband have a large property and when their 
children were younger, they put in a softball field that was used by their 
children, friends and local teams.  This year they decided that they were 
going to plow it under and make a garden out of it.  I still cannot picture 
a garden the size of a softball field.  But they planted at least 5 types of 
beans, 2 types of potatoes, peppers, cucumbers, tomatoes, strawberries, 
cauliflower, onions, etc.  They also have apple, plum and filbert trees.  
When the produce was ripe, anyone in their community was welcome to 
help themselves.  They also made many trips to the local food bank with 
lots of fresh produce.

If we just keep our eyes open we will see lots of ways that people show 
love in this crazy pandemic time.  Let us look for ways that we can show 
love and kindness to everyone.

                                                            Nancy Dostal



December 8, 2020
Luke 2:4 & 5

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
unto Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem;

(because he was of the house and lineage of David),
to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife,

being great with child.

THE ESSENTIAL MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS  
At this time of the year, we say, “Merry Christmas.” I prefer that to “Happy 
Holidays,” but I don’t get confrontational about it. After all, Christmas 
isn’t always a happy time for everyone. For someone who has lost their 
job, this is not the most wonderful time of the year, because so much 
emphasis is placed on a merry Christmas being a materialistic one.

There are also those who have lost loved ones.  Things that once made 
them happy at this time of year now make them sad. Those things that 
once brought happiness are now things that bring sadness, because 
they evoke memories of times we spent together. Therefore, Christmas 
becomes a difficult time for some.

There are many who need encouragement at this time of year. They 
don’t need a Christmas present; they need His Christmas presence. They 
need to be reminded of what this season is all about. It is not about 
things. It is not about presents.

These things have their place, but we need to remember the essential 
message of Christmas, which is Immanuel – God is with us. And for the 
hurting person, the lonely person, the sorrowing person, this is the 
time of year to bring the gift of encouragement to them and say, “The 
message of Christmas is: God will be with you. God will help you. God 
will strengthen you.”

Look for opportunities to share the love of God during this season, 
because it is a time when we seem to be more open to engaging in 
conversation with others. Now is a great opportunity for you to bring 
encouragement to someone who is struggling. Who needs your 
encouragement today?   

                                                         Teaching from Pastor Greg Laurie



December 9, 2020
Luke 2:6 & 7

And so it was, that while they were there, the days were accomplished 
that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her first born son 

and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger;
because there was no room for them in the inn.

GOD’S GIFTS Romans 12:4-8

I have a crewel embroidery hanging on my wall that I did many years 
ago and I see it every morning. It says: “ Each day is God’s gift to you. 
Make it blossom and grow into a thing of beauty”.

God’s Gift to us was his son, Jesus.  We, too, have many gifts to 
share. As I look around  me at my church family, it is possible to 
identify many different gifts: musical, compassion, teaching, sharing, 
fellowship and so much more.

  As individuals and as a church we have much to share. God has 
been good to us. We need to share these gifts to try to make each 
day a little more beautiful for someone else.

Prayer: Dear God, Help us discover our gifts individually and as a 
church  and to share them with others with a willing spirit. As your love 
blossoms in us, help us to pass it on.  Amen.                                                                                                                        

Jane Henty



December 10, 2020
Luke 2:8 & 9

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night.

And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them and the glory  
of the Lord shone around them, and they were sore afraid.

JOY – GIFT OF THE SPIRIT
By mid-October, Christmas decorations appear everywhere.  JOY has 
become a popular theme.  You see it on outdoor signs,  mugs, indoor 
signs, tree decorations,  covers of books, on pillows, and on and on.  
If you sharpen your listening, you will hear the word JOY in songs, 
hymns, stories, and conversation.  The word JOY is mentioned 37 
times in the Bible.

While attending a youth church service, the sermon was about the 
differences between happiness and joy. Happiness tends to change 
as life events change and have an up or down effect on our feelings.  
However, Joy stays constant.

Spiritual Joy results from daily habits of communicating with God in 
obedience by praise, through prayer, Bible Study, and discussions, 
and through worship and singing Christian music. 

Jesus came to teach all people the Joy of Loving his Father and 
of loving each other.  When Jesus was asked what the greatest 
commandment was (out of 613 God had given the people), he 
replied, “You should Love the Lord your God with all your heart, souls 
and mind.  And the second great commandment is to love all people 
as you love yourself.”  (Matthew 22: 36-39).

When your life is full of Love, it shows as Joy through your smile, 
your kind words, your thankfulness, and your service to God by 
serving His people.  

For this Advent and on into 2021, look, listen and tell others of the 
gift of spiritual Joy. The gift of Joy is a fruit of the Spirit.  (Galatians 
5:22).   May Joy fill you and overflow to others.

  Sandy Hoffman



December 11, 2020
Luke 2:10-12

And the angel said unto them,“Fear not: for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this 

day in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.
And this shall be a sign unto you;

Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger.”  

ADVENT SEASON:  DECEMBER 19, 1966  
You don’t remember all your Christmas’, but this one I will cherish 
and never forget.

Show for servicemen in Vietnam. Major General Collins, 
commanding general, 4th Infantry Division, and Colonel William 
Bonneaux, 633rd Combat Support Group Commander, greeted the 
Bob Hope troupe upon Bob Hope and his star-studded cast touched 
down at Pleiku Air Base, Vietnam, December 19, 1966, en route to 
Dragon Mountain, home of the 2nd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division, 
for his first Christmas arrival and escorted them aboard Army 
helicopters which airlifted them to Dragon Mountain. About 400 
Air Force personnel from Pleiku joined some 4,500 Army troops to 
watch the first Christmas Special show.

Bob Hope, Ann Margaret, Joey Heatherton, Raquel Welch, Vic 
Damone, Dan DeLouise, Phyllis Diller, Miss World-Reita Faria, 
and other singers and dancers brought the joy of Christmas to 
the troops.  I was 22 years old, stationed in Pleiku, flying combat 
reconnaissance missions.  On this day, as you looked at the troops 
sitting on trucks, tank gun barrels, airplane wings, whatever gave 
them a vantage point to see the show, we all enjoyed a very 
memorable Christmas.  

Bob Hope said he brought us really good news today:  Back home, 
the United States was with us 50%.  Also, the Catholics can now eat 
spam on Fridays.  It was about 90 minutes of love and laughter for 
everyone.

May Christmas 2020 become a memory to never forget with you and 
your family.  

                                                             Glenn Bloss



December 12, 2020
Luke 2:13 & 14

And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly hosts praising God, and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace,
good will toward men!”

23 PSALM
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He makes me to lie down in green pastures;  
He leads me beside still waters; 
He restores my soul;  
He leads me in the path of righteousness for his name sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

We think of God as the father and Jesus as the shepherd who oversee the 
flock. As we go through life, we have the lows and highs of our everyday 
lives. No one can escape the lows. With COVID 19 running rampant, at 
the time of this writing, there are over 200,000 Americans dead from this 
disease. We need our faith to lean on more than ever.

The Shepherd knows each and every one of us by name. This should 
give us great strength to face anything that comes our way. Life can be 
hard but, we know at the end of our journey we have the promise of 
everlasting life.    

Prayer: Dear Lord, Be with us, keep your hand upon us and guide us as 
we go forward through this life.  Amen.                                                                                                                        

Marilyn Sanford   



December 13, 2020
Luke 2:15 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has happened,

which the Lord has made known to us.”

ALONE TOGETHER
“I AM TRAINING YOU IN STEADINESS”

This year has been a steady flow of interruptions in our lives.  Our 
togetherness is distant and limited.  It is not satisfying, and too 
often, we feel alone.  It is sometimes all we can do not to be able to 
touch a friend.  You know they are struggling, and you would like to 
comfort them. We now have time to focus on our awareness of God. 
Our world has changed, but our awareness of God can continue in 
all circumstances, no matter what happens.  This is the steadiness he 
desires for us.

Do not let unexpected events throw you off course.  Rather, respond 
calmly and confidently, remembering that God is with you. As soon 
as something grabs your attention, talk with Him about it.  He shares 
your joys and your problems; He will help you cope with whatever is 
before you. This is how he lives in you and work through you.  This is 
the way of Peace.

                                      Jan Witzke



December 14, 2020
Luke 2:16

And they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph and the Babe lying in a manger.

A CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM
Isaiah 11:6  The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the fattened 
calf and the lion together; and a little child shall lead them.
At the front of the sanctuary after the Children’s Talk, Grimm Witmer, a second 
grader, was waving his hand to get the attention of Josie, his five-year-old 
sister, to go with him to Sunday School. His face reflecting excitement, urgency. 
“Come on, come on!” I watched his eagerness for her to go with him. Does 
Advent lead me to that unabridged expectation and joy?
I thought of the verse in Isaiah . . . a child shall lead them. How am I reflected 
in his face? Am I reflected in his face? Even more so, at my age do I still feel his 
excitement? Still believe?
Advent leads to Christmas. You see a three-year-old enthusiastically race 
around grinning with the uninhibited glow of anticipation. You smile, seeing 
the newness of what is to come through the eyes of child-hood, face so 
obviously glowing. Can I remember that feeling? Is that still possible in me? 
What do I look forward to?  Is anything really new?
What is the message to me in 2020? Am I always welcomed no matter what 
I have done or said, like the prodigal son, even with all my self-imposed 
disqualifications? As with Josie, I am led, urged forward. I am shown the way 
by the ‘brothers’ in my life. By understanding that, love neutralizes everything. 
Therefore my challenges become immaterial as my journey unfolds. Am I a 
‘brother’ too?
The rose petals and leaves of my life may be weathered by bugs and frost, but 
even with the thorns, the stem is strong and the roots well-grounded to carry 
me through. With the warmth of the sun and soft rain, there are new sprouts in 
spring. Of that I am assured by the love borne in the cold of winter.
So the young boy beckons me also to embrace that love through thine 
acceptance of me.
Hear the hymn:   Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our life’s wild restless sea. Day by 
day His voice still calls us saying, “Christian, follow me.”

Helenita Ziegler



December 15, 2020
Luke 2:17-20

And when they saw it they made known the saying
which had been told them concerning the child;

and all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary kept all these things,
pondering them in her heart.

And the shepherds returned glorifying and praising God.

Luke 2:19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.

Mary had been visited by an angel, became pregnant without a man, 
married Joseph, traveled to Bethlehem, gave birth, and had just had a 
bunch of shepherds rush in to see her new baby. As these men left amazed 
and in a hurry to tell others about what they’d discovered, we have to 
wonder...what was Mary thinking about?

One of our favorite Christmas songs asks that very question, “Mary, Did You 
Know?” Not only is this a wonderful song, the story behind the song is also 
inspiring. In 1984, Mark Lowry was asked by his pastor to write something 
for the annual Christmas pageant. Mark began to consider what it would 
have been like to have been Jesus’ mother and then began to write these 
memorable words. “Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day 
walk on water? Mary, did you know that your baby boy would save our sons 
and daughters? Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels 
trod and when you kiss your little baby, you’ve kissed the face of God?”

Mark eventually became a member of the Gaither Vocal Band, met 
songwriter Buddy Green and “Mary, Did You Know” was put to music. For the 
first time in decades, a new Christmas song had become an important facet 
of traditional Christmas celebrations . . .  “Mary, Did You Know?” –   a song 
like no other Christmas carol ever written.

Randy Yoder

MARY, DID YOU KNOW?



December 16, 2020
Matthew 1:18

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was like this; for
After his mother, Mary, was engaged to Joseph,

Before they came together, she was found
With child of the Holy Spirit.

HAPPY PLACE 

Philippians 4:13. I can do all this through him who gives me strength.

Do you have a happy place?  I think that mine is on our sun porch in 
the morning with my cup of coffee and with the sounds of birds. All 
seems well with the world.

The birds are not worried but are cautious for the presence of a 
predator. Such is our life; we should give our worries over to God but 
be vigilant for the temptations of the world.

This happy place is a place we can go in our minds to rest or find our 
balance and harmony with God.  We have an exercise instructor who, 
at the conclusion of class, asks us to relax and reflect on our happy 
place by exhaling negative thoughts and inhaling the positivity of our 
lives. What a good thought- our lives are what we make them with 
help and strength of the Lord.

Prayer:  Dear God, Please do not let us be overcome with negative 
thoughts and temptations but to embrace the positive messages of  
your son, Jesus.

Jane Henty



December 17, 2020
Matthew 1:19

Then Joseph her husband, being a just man,
And not willing to make her a public example,  

was minded to put her away secretly.

SHEPHERDS 

During the Christmas season shepherds seem plentiful in nativity 
scenes everywhere. What a reminder they are of how Jesus cares for 
each of us.

The shepherds were some of the first entrusted with the Good News 
that the Savior was born. God didn’t choose the rich, the well-
educated, the influential. He chose common shepherds.  God’s love 
is for us is great. He wants everyone to hear the Gospel!  It’s not for 
an elite group; it’s for an elect group – anyone and everyone who 
believes trusting Jesus as our Savior . . . our Shepherd.

A good shepherd lays down his life, he cares for the sheep, he 
protects the sheep, he gathers the sheep, he knows his own sheep.  
Think about the many ways God has cared for you. He knows 
everything about each of us and still cares and loves us. He is our 
protector. Do we know Him? Jesus says, “My own know Me.”  

You do not have to be a lost sheep wandering all by yourself. The 
Good Shepherd has come searching for you to make you His own.

Let’s be like the shepherds from that first Christmas night and share 
the Good News that Jesus, the Son of God, has come to save and 
give life. Hope is found in Him!

Lois Moore



December 18, 2020
Matthew 1:20

But while he thought on these things, Behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, thou son of David,  

fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife:  
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

PEACE 

This year has really been something.  I can remember turbulent times in 
our country’s history, but this year has seemed to be “the perfect storm” 
for turmoil. As I reflect on everything that has happened personally and 
nationally, I think about a special Bible verse of mine.  John 14:27 says 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”

In this time of Advent we can lean on these words and hold them close.  
During this Advent season we can seek and search for peace in our lives 
every day.  This is the real meaning of “advent”; to wait expectantly for the 
birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

In a song that I sing quite often there is a line that goes “Many things about 
tomorrow I don’t seem to understand; but I know Who holds tomorrow 
and I know Who holds my hand.”

 So, let us wait in this time of Advent for the coming of our Lord and Savior.  
He gives us His peace and He holds our tomorrows and our hands.

Prayer: Dear Father, Please help us to allow Your peace to come to us.  Hold 
us in the palm of Your hand and give us Your peace.  Please hold all our 
tomorrows and guide us through this Advent season with expectation and 
hope.  Amen.

Tania O’Hearn



December 19, 2020
Matthew 1:21

And she shall bring forth a son,  
and though shalt call his name Jesus:  

for he shall save his people from their sins.  

KEEPING THE FAITH

It seems like my whole life changed this past March 2020.  Up until 
this time I had many things on my daily agenda to keep me busy.  
Our group from Eastminster went each Monday morning to the 
Benevolent Assoc. to pack bags for York City school children so they 
would have food for the weekend. Our Wednesday knitting group  
made hats and scarves for East York Elementary students plus prayer 
shawls, afghans and many other knitted items to give to those in 
need. There were meetings to attend at various times of the month:  
Steven Ministry, nominating committee, a mission’s project, and 
Esther Circle among others.

All of a sudden our main vocabulary was distancing, wear that 
mask, avoid groups, etc. The more hours I spent alone the less I felt 
like calling friends or helping those less fortunate than me. I know I 
was becoming depressed. I prayed,  Lord help me find a way to feel 
better. I realized those in nursing homes or assisted living had to 
be living a very lonely life without any visitors. I started by sending 
thinking of you cards, a few each day, or making a phone calls. A 
short home visit became possible while wearing a face mask. 

Thank you Lord for showing me the way.  It wasn’t long till I was 
feeling much better.

Jo Watson



December 20, 2020
Matthew 1:22 & 23

Now all this was done, that it might be
Fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet,  

saying, “behold, a Virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, 
and they shall call his name 

Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.”

WAITING

Psalm 27:14 : “Wait for the LORD; be strong and courageous. Wait for the LORD.”

Advent is a season of waiting and anticipation. The Jewish people 
waited generations upon generations for their savior to arrive. 
Mary and Joseph waited (I would imagine) with great curiosity and 
wonder for their son Jesus to be born, knowing who he was meant 
to be. 

Waiting is hard. In this day and age, we’re used to almost instant 
gratification. Need to know a fact? Google it, and there it is. Want 
something cooked quickly? Use a microwave. Have a question for 
your friend or loved one? Send them a text message. 

We find ourselves now in a different time of waiting. We wait for 
the COVID-19 pandemic to be over. Many have suffered illness and 
death. We long for an end to our discomfort. We wait for a cure. 
Though we are troubled with our current situation, let us continue to 
rely on God and celebrate the much-awaited arrival of our Messiah, 
Jesus Christ.

Prayer: Lord, we remember the years our ancestors waited for a Messiah. 
We are impatient in our own lives, especially in this time of sickness. 
Please fill our days with happiness and gratitude both during the good 
times and the times of uncertainty. Help us to remember that when we 
wait, you wait right along with us. And, as always, we pray your will for 
our lives. Amen.

Beth Anne Foess



Matthew 1:24 & 25
Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the

Angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto
Him his wife; and knew her not till she had 

Brought forth her firstborn son: and he called
His name Jesus.

December 21, 2020

REFLECTIONS

Philippians 4:19 : My God will use His glorious riches to give you everything you need. He  will do 
this through Christ Jesus.

Reflecting back on these past months, with Covid-19 and the civil 
unrest,I am so amazed that in our country and our society, we see 
evidence of our nation seeming to have such little hope and faith.  

I find myself singing hymns and reciting familiar Bible verses when 
I, too, get caught up with the turmoil.  At a time such as these, I 
think on Joseph and Mary as they fled to Bethlehem during political 
uncertainty near the time for Mary to give birth to our savior.

Jesus’s birth was God’s gift to us for strength when we are weak, 
light as we walk in darkness and, the promise of eternal life. What 
greater gift could we get or expect! Glory to God in the highest.

Nancy Edwards



December 22, 2020

PREPARING THE WAY
According to Luke 1: 67 and 76, Zachariah, the father of John the 
Baptist, “was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying . . .  
And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you 
will go before the Lord to prepare the way for him . . .  ” 

And in 1993, lyricist Thom Schulyer, using this beautiful story, wrote 
the following:

  A CHILD IN A BARREN LAND  
  A BEAUTIFUL SON 
  A CHILD BY THE LORD’S COMMAND  
  PREPARING THE WAY  
  FOR ONE TO COME

  A BLOOM IN THE DESERT SAND 
  A PASSIONATE ONE 
  A BLOOM FROM THE FATHER’S HAND  
  PREPARING THE WAY   
  FOR ONE TO COME

  AND THE YEARS HAVE BEEN LONELY AND LONG 
  AND THE TEARS HAVE KEPT ON FALLING  
  BUT HE HEARS EVERY DESPERATE SONG  
  FROM THE HEART THAT KEEPS ON CALLING

  A CHILD IN A BARREN LAND 
  PREPARING THE WAY  
  FOR ONE TO COME

  PREPARING THE WAY 
  FOR ONE TO COME.

Marilyn Jennerjohn

Matthew 2: 1 & 2    
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea  

in the days of Herod, the king, behold there came wise men  
from the east of Jerusalem, saying, 

” Where is He that is born King of the Jews?  
For we have seen His star in the east, and have come to worship Him.”



Matthew 2:7 & 8    
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 

the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child;  

and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may  
also go and pay him homage.”

December 23, 2020

SURVIVING THE PANDEMIC
Today my calendar message was a quote from Job 11:16, “You will forget 
your misery; you will remember it as waters that have passed away.”: an 
appropriate message for late September as our numbers are still high.  
Maybe by Christmas, things will be better, but for now,  how do we get 
through these trying days. 

A while back, I saw a Pluggers cartoon where two females were talking 
across the back- yard fence, both wearing masks.  The first one said, “Well, 
at least it covers our wrinkles,” and the other replied, “Yes, and think of the 
money we are saving on cosmetics.”  The caption read, “Pluggers always 
find a positive way to look at things.”  A good approach to take!

And here’s another one.  Many years ago, I complained to an elder about 
money being spent on what I felt was an unnecessary expense and had 
me upset.  His calm reply was, “God’s in His Heaven, all’s right with the 
world.”  His answer surprised me but did calm me down.  That still seems 
appropriate today even amid the pandemic, political clashes, rioting, etc.  
The world has gone through all these things before and still God’s in His 
Heaven, so we will be alright.

Finally, there have been some positive things that have come out of this 
crisis.  We have heard many stories of the kindness and compassion that 
was shown to those suffering because of the pandemic. Life has slowed 
down and families are spending more time together.  People are taking 
up new hobbies and some new and better ways of living with technology 
will continue into the future.  We just have to tune out all the negatives we 
hear from the media and look around our community to see the positives. 

May you have joy in your heart this Christmas and may the new year be a 
contrast to 2020.

Judie Lightfoot



December 24, 2020

THE HOLY FAMILY 
One Christmas season, I was browsing through a Christian bookstore 
looking for gift ideas.  I happened upon a beautiful figurine 
depicting Mary, Joseph, and the Christ Child.  They were dressed in 
all the regalia that you would expect for royalty.

At first, I was indignant that someone would change the picture I 
had in my mind of the Christmas story.  Everyone knows Mary and 
Joseph were dressed in the simplest  of attire.

 Then the irony of it hit me.  The statue depicted the trio as they 
deserved to be clothed . . . as royalty!  This striking realization 
brought home to me once more, the humble way that Jesus came 
into our world.  The fanfare will be reserved for the next time our 
Savior comes to Earth!

  Linda Williams

Matthew 2:9–11   
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 

went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 

treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.



December 25, 2020

CHRISTMAS DAY 
This Christmas promises to be different than previous years. I know 
that it will have moments of joy and twinges of sadness as we 
mourn what we have lost. We will likely need to continue to gather 
differently as a church. You will likely need to gather differently as 
a family; gift exchanges will be different, and holiday travel will be 
different. But even with all of these differences one thing will always 
remain, the reason we celebrate this day; Jesus. 

Jesus whose birth was foretold in scripture. Jesus whose coming was 
celebrated by outcasts and stargazers. Jesus who entered this world 
as a helpless baby. Jesus who redeemed the world and showed us 
a better way to live. A way of love. That is who we celebrate this day 
and no matter how the world changes this fact will always remain. 

As we focus on Jesus we should remember the example of the 
shepherds who acted with “haste” to find God in this world. God 
interrupted the shepherd’s everyday lives to witness the birth of the 
Messiah.  Through this moment they found a loving relational God 
who entered this world as helpless baby. This Christmas I pray you 
would fix your eyes on Jesus and ponder: How will you find God 
in this world? Reflect on where God is interrupting your life? The 
ministry or work is God calling you to? Much of our faith journey  
as Christians is being like the Shepherds and being open to  
God’s calling.

  Joshua Gill, Pastor

Luke 2:13-20   
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host,[b] praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom he favors!” The shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see….” They went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 

known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.



December 26, 2020

John 1:14 & 17   

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, 

the glory as of the only begotten fo the Father,) 
full of grace and truth. 

For the law was given by Moses, 
but grace and trust came by 

Jesus Christ.



Loving

Father, 
help us remember 

the birth of Jesus, 

that we may share in 

the song of the angels, 

the gladness of the shepherds, 

and the worship of the wise men. 

Close the door of hate and 

open the door of love all over the 

world. Let kindness come with every gift and 

good desires with every greeting. Deliver us from  

evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teaches us 

to be merry with clear hearts. May the Christmas morning 

make us happy to be Thy children, and the Christmas 

evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, 

forgiving and forgiven, 

for Jesus’ sake. 

Amen
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