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Gifts of Women Sunday 



 

 

Gifts of Women Sunday 
  

 October 11, 2020 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

+Please silence cell phones during the worship service+ 

* = Please stand if you are able. 

 
In lieu of signing the attendance pads during the service, a picture will 
be taken of the congregation at each service for tracing purposes.  

 

 

 

 
WE GATHER BEFORE GOD  

 

CHIMES 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PASSING OF FELLOWSHIP PADS 
 

PRELUDE The King of Love My Shepherd Is arr. Edward Broughton 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: Our hearts are ready, O Lord, our hearts are ready! 

People: We will sing and make melody!  We will awaken the dawn! 

Leader: We will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the people, we will sing praises 

to you among the nations.  

People:  For your steadfast love is great above the heavens, and your faithfulness 

reaches to the clouds. 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 420   God of Grace and God of Glory (vv. 1 and 4)  CWM Rhondda 

 (see words and music in the back of the bulletin) 
 

 

 

 



*CALL TO RECONCILIATION1

 
1 Adapted from:  Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian church (U.S.A.), Book of Common 
Worship, Daily Prayer (Louisville, KY:  Westminster John Knox, 2018), 71. 
 

To God, we give up the burdens of this week, trusting in God’s love and mercy.  To 

God, we surrender ourselves, trusting our risen Lord to lead us always in the way of 

peace, today, tomorrow and forever. 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, we confess that we often look back.  We look back on mistakes we have 

made, work left undone, people we have hurt, and excuses we have made.  We see 

these as things for which we feel guilty. We overwhelm ourselves with regret. 

 

Free us, O God, from self-condemnation that immobilizes us.  Allow us to 

remember that you call us to look back, to remember those times of joy, to 

remember those people who were kind and compassionate, to remember that we 

did the best we were able to do, to remember that in Christ our past is transformed, 

to remember that you journey with us each day of our life.  May we continue to 

grow in grace and truth. 
 

* SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  

Leader:  …Know that you are forgiven and be at peace 

People: Amen!  Thanks be to God! 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE         In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful Jacques Berthier 

 



WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 
 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your 

truth find freedom, and in your will discover your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Lamentations 3:19-24 

19 The thought of my affliction and my homelessness 
    is wormwood and gall! 
20 My soul continually thinks of it 
    and is bowed down within me. 
21 But this I call to mind, 

    and therefore I have hope: 

22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases,[a] 

    his mercies never come to an end; 
23 they are new every morning; 
    great is your faithfulness. 
24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, 
    “therefore I will hope in him.” 

 
 

EPISTLE LESSON 2 Timothy 1:3-7    

3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my 

ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and 
day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with 

joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in 
you. 6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within 

you through the laying on of my hands; 7 for God did not give us a spirit of 
cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 

  

GOSPEL LESSON  Mark 4:26-34 

26 He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on 
the ground, 27 and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would 
sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28 The earth produces of itself, first 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations+3%3A19-24&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-20377a


the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29 But when the 
grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 

come.” 

30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable will we use for it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown 
upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is 

sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 
large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to 
hear it; 34 he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained 

everything in private to his disciples. 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

SERMON    Do What You Have the Power to Do!2

 
2 Helen Bruch Pearson, Do What You Have the Power to Do:  Studies of Six New Testament Women 
(Nashville, TN:  Upper Room Books, 1992). 
 

 Rev. Chris Blackford, H.R. 
 

 

*HYMN     God Be the Love Green Tyler 

 (see words and music in the back of the bulletin) 
 

 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY Alleluia Jan Reese 

 Janis McCollim, Tania O’Hearn, Kate Strickler - soloists 
 
  

 

 

 

 



*OFFERING RESPONSE         Come, Thou Almighty King          Italian Hymn

 

 
 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

LITANY AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE3

 
3 Adapted from Stacey Cole Wilson’s litany that was included in 21st Century Africana Worship 
Resources. 
 
 

Leader: With holy reverence, we remember irreplaceable women, O God. We honor 

those who nurtured us and taught us to honor and love you, O God. 

People: May their example of Christian faith help transform us into your image. 

Leader: We honor women who feed the hungry, clothe the unclothed, befriend the 

lonely, and comfort the comfortless. We bless them for unselfishly loving 

your people as you love us.   

People:  May you continue to meet their needs as they minister to others. 

Leader: We honor women grieving the loss of loved ones. 

People: May you, O God, continue to comfort them with your Word, spoken and 

blessed. May we learn to encourage them as they have encouraged us. 

Leader: We honor women pregnant with your unborn sons and daughters, O God. 

People: May you shelter them and the children they bear under the shadow of 

your almighty presence. 

Leader: We honor our sisters throughout the world who need your spiritual, 

economic, and physical healing. 



People: May you meet their needs, Holy One, according to your riches in glory, 

we pray. 

Leader: We honor all the women who have gone before us, named and unnamed. 

People: We give you thanks, O God. 

Leader: We bless those who wept for us, rejoiced with us, wiped our tears, prayed for 

us, and laughed with us. 

People: We give you thanks, O God. 

Leader: We bless those who undauntedly sacrificed for us. 

People: We give you thanks, O God. 

Leader: We honor all those who stand alongside and for these women. We bless those 

who encourage them to dream, who bring out the best in them, who help 

them bear their burdens, and who love them rightly, O God. 

All: May you watch over and keep all your people, these women and all who 

love them, with your care, gracious God. 

Leader: …and empowers us forever as we pray the prayer that Jesus came to teach us, 

praying like this… 

 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)   PH, pg. 16 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever.  Amen.  
 

 

*HYMN                                         For Such a Time as This            Amazing Grace, Carolyn Gillette   

                      (see words and music in the back of the bulletin)    

 

 
WE DEPART FOR SERVICE 

 

*THE CHARGE                    (Philippians 4:8, adapted) 

Now, as friends, may all that is true 

all that is noble, 

all that is just and right, 

all that is lovable and gracious 

whatever is excellent and admirable 

fill our thoughts and our hearts. 

Amen 

 



*BENEDICTION    
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE  Go Now in Peace Natalie Sleeth

 

 
  

 

POSTLUDE Allegro (from Sinfonia no. 12) Antonio Vivaldi

  
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Thank you for wearing your mask. 

Please continue to practice social distancing as you leave the service. 

At the end of the 11 a.m. service, the ushers will dismiss you by rows. 

 

LEADING WORSHIP 
 

The Rev. Chris Blackford, H.R., Guest Pastor 
Randy Yoder, Director of Music  

Readers: (9:00) Mary Boyd 
(11:00) Ann Bowman 

Ushers: (9:00) Linda Krom & Nancy Edwards 
(11:00) Jane Henty & Sandy Lewis 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, October 18, Pastor Josh’s sermon title is Living With Hope and 

the scripture text is 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. Joan Beekey will be our guest pianist/organist. 

 



GROCERY CARDS – The cards are here! We now have the Weis and Giant grocery 

cards for pick-up and payment. Forgot to order? No problem! We have ordered extra 

Weis and Giant cards for you. See you after each service today to get your cards for 

October. Miriam Circle appreciates your support -- Thank You. 

 

TOILETRY COLLECTION -- If you forgot to bring your items, the tub will be in 

the back of the church until the end of the week.  Items being collected are toilet paper, 

deodorant, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo and tampons for the young ladies at 

Harvest Transitional Living. This is a residential program for those who have aged out of 

the foster home program and are still in need of guidance and assistance as they enter 

into independent living. Providing these necessities will release funds for other critical 

needs. Thank you for your donations! 

 

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES -- There is still plenty of time to put a shoebox or 

two together! There are some items for the boxes in the Multipurpose Room. There are 

some instruction sheets in the back of the church. Boxes will be collected at the end of 

October. This is a wonderful way to introduce children to the love, mercy and grace of 

Jesus Christ! Any questions, please contact gsmazzolla@aol.com. Thank you so much! 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY -- This ministry started in 2009, and today marks 

the beginning of our twelfth year of providing beautiful Prayer Shawls, lap blankets and 

baby blankets. These offerings are just one of many Gifts of Women. We have nine (9) 

Prayer Shawls to be blessed today. This brings the total to 282 prayer shawls/lap 

blankets/baby blankets that have been made over the past 11 years. The Prayer Shawls 

provide a gift to let people in our church and the community know that WE CARE.  

Contact Jan Witzke or Beth Anne if you or someone you know would like a Prayer 

Shawl.  We also make a supply of Prayer Squares that are available during Stephen 

Ministry Sunday, Gifts of Women Sunday, and also in the church office year round.  

 

THANK OFFERING 2020 -- Please take time to read the Thank Offering insert in 

today’s bulletin.  Consider God’s love and special blessings and let your donation be a 

tangible response of thanks. If you are not prepared to donate today, that’s all right.  You 

can place your Thank Offering envelope, or a pew envelope marked “Thank Offering” in 

the offering plates during the next several weeks. Your generosity is appreciated. 

 

ATTENTION ALL LITURGISTS AND WANNA-BE LITURGISTS! -- 
We will begin using Liturgists starting November 1st. The new sign-up sheet has been 

posted in the Narthex on the Usher’s Room door. Liturgists will speak from a reading 

mailto:gsmazzolla@aol.com


stand, not the pulpit. Distancing can easily be accomplished on the chancel. New and 

inexperienced members are encouraged to volunteer.  Any questions, feel free to contact 

Kate Strickler at 717-578-5073, or 717-755-5039 . Let’s fill that sign-up sheet. It’s an 

easy way to volunteer your time & talent! 

 

 

Tree Chats 

In an effort to get to know one another better, Pastor Josh will be offering Tree Chats. 

This is an informal opportunity to chat with Pastor Josh in the outdoor worship 

center. Groups will be intentionally small -- no more than 10 people -- and will go for 

about 45 minutes. You can sign up through the church office at (717) 755-6222. Due 

to congregational response, we have added new slots. We will continue to add slots 

as needed. 

 

Sunday October 11 -- noon 

Wednesday October 14 (FULL) -- 11 a.m. 

Sunday October 18 (FULL) -- noon 

Tuesday, October 20 -- 5:30 p.m. (change from Zoom) 

Wednesday, October 28 – 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday, November 1 – noon 

 

If the weather does not permit gathering outdoors,  

the meeting will be moved to the MPR or Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
 



*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 420 God of Grace and God of Glory (vs. 1 & 4)  CWM Rhondda 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN     God Be the Love Green Tyler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN                                    For Such a Time as This                Amazing Grace, Carolyn Gillette 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please keep these people in your prayers this week: 

+All our military men and women around the world and their families back home+ 
+Eastminster Presbyterian Church – its congregation, mission, and ministry+ 

+ Stephen Ministers and their care receivers+ 
Robin Blakely 

Rev. Michael Campbell 
Ron Higgs 

Foster & Dee Hoyt 
Tom and Barbara Kosevic 

Jack Parker 
Gail Stover 
Jim Walker 

Students, teachers and school staff as the new school year begins 
Those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and all frontline workers 

EPC Shut-ins 
 

If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list, 
please first obtain that person’s permission and then drop a note in the offering plate 
or contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 717-755-6222. 



 

 

 

 
The calendar in the bulletin gives this week’s events.  Copies of our latest newsletter are 
available in the Narthex in the back of the Sanctuary.  The newsletter contains our worship 
schedule and information about the activities, events, and opportunities for ministry and 
mission offered at Eastminster. 

 

CALENDAR 
Please see our website, eastminster-york.org, for possible updates and changes. 

 

 
 
 

   

Sun Oct 11 9:00-10:00 a.m. Worship – Outdoor Worship Center (weather permitting) 

  
If the weather prevents worshiping outside, the service will 
be cancelled. 

  Children’s Sunday School (following the Children’s Moment) 

 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Worship -- Sanctuary 

 12:-12:45 p.m. Tree Chat – Outdoor Worship Center (reservation required) 

 1:00-4:30 p.m. York County Honors Choir – Sanctuary & Fellowship Hall 

 7:00-8:00 p.m. Bible Study via Go-To-Meeting 

Mon Oct 12  Church Offices & Preschool Closed 

 7:00-9:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting – Board Room 

Tues Oct 13 9:00-11:30 a.m. United Fire Company Preschool Presentation 

 10:00-11:00 a.m. Staff Meeting -- MPR 

 1:30-3:30 p.m. Advent Devotional committee -- MPR 

 7:00-8:00 p.m. Communications Committee -- MPR 

Wed Oct 14 9:00-11:30 a.m. United Fire Company Preschool Presentation 

 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship – Haines Reception Room 

 11:00-11:45 a.m. Tree Chat (FULL) – Outdoor Worship Center 

Thurs Oct 15 7:00-9:00 p.m. Preschool Board Meeting -- MPR 

Fri Oct 16  Church Offices Closed 
 
 

*MPR= Multipurpose Room 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To support Eastminster’s missions and ministries with a gift, 

 SCAN HERE, 

Or go to www.eastminster-york.org 

 
 

 


