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Josh in his own words . . .

. . . I am deeply excited to begin my journey with Eastminster. We began our 
conversation in January of this year, and I remember after I got off  my fi rst 
interview with the Pastoral Nominating Committee, I felt an immediate and 
positive connection. 

In March, I was ready to come out for a visit and then the state went on 
lockdown from the COVID-19 pandemic, throwing us all into uncharted and 
scary times. But conversations with the PNC continued in a personal and 
natural way, and I felt God continuing to clearly and calmly affi  rm the call in the 
midst of confusion and uncertainty that swirled around from the pandemic 
and subsequent shut downs.  

I am looking forward to begin my ministry with Eastminster, and I know the 
next few years will present new opportunities and challenges as we imagine 
ministry in the midst of pandemic and post-pandemic life. I trust that God will 
be ever faithful as we discover these new ministry moments together.

Joshua Gill Pastor

PEW POINTS
Look who's coming September 20th
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Worship

Session
NOTES FROM YOUR SESSION 
Administration reported it has hired a replacement for Harold Smith.  The person is Anthony Todaro, and he will start 
August 24th.  It was with sincere regret that we recognize the retirement of Harold.  

Discussion was held concerning Rally Day and the NOAH function.  It was the consensus of the Session that the two events 
be delayed until further notice.

The Pre School will start operation in mid September with strong safeguards in place.  With the corona virus still very 
prevalent, the number of students that will attend has been significantly reduced.  The Pre School Board has enacted 
several changes to adapt to the lower student level.

Session decided to continue the outdoor worship service as long as weather will permit.  When we return to having 
both worship services in the sanctuary, the sanctuary will be sanitized between services using the fogger.  Details will be 
developed between Worship and Facilities.

It was noted that the live streaming has not been as timely as it should be.  Worship will be looking into how to improve 
the internet speed so the streaming is more acceptable.  

Randy Yoder and the Honors Choir developed a compliant procedure for sanitizing the church facilities after they use it for 
practice.  With this procedure in place, the Honors Choir will start using our facilities September 6th.

Session meets the third Monday of each month.  If anyone would like to attend a Session meeting, please contact the clerk 
(Jack Hynd).  At this point, it is not known whether the next meeting will be held in person or via Zoom.  Our next meeting 
will be September 21st at 7:00PM.

EPC OFFICERS 
The following members will serve as leaders of Eastminster Presbyterian Church beginning September 2020.

ELDERS: Sue Bergeron, Beth Anne Foess, Dee Hoyt, Jack Hynd, John Ehrat, Georgia Mazzolla, Jen Sefton, Kate Strickler,  
Jan Trattner, and Dick Witzke

DEACONS: Fred Becker, Mike Bergeron, Glenn Bloss, Nancy Edwards, Deb Ehrat, Thomas Fleischer, Sally Frey, Kathy Lord, 
Tania O’Hearn, Karen Boyer, Ed Ritter, and Lee Spancake

TRUSTEES: Lee Hankey, Linda Krom, Graham MacMillian, Dan May, Linda Scamara, and Jim Tollinger

PRE SCHOOL: Denny Ashton, Elli Kauffman, Dan Mazzolla, Brett Peterson, Tara Shultz, and Linda Williams

SEPTEMBER 6th          
Rev. Guy Dunham

SEPTEMBER 13th 
Rev. Erin Cox Holmes

SEPTEMBER 20th          
Rev. Joshua Gill

SEPTEMBER 27th          
Rev. Joshua Gill

9•22•2020
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Music Ministry 
SHOUT FOR JOY TO THE LORD, ALL THE EARTH, BURST INTO JUBILANT SONG WITH MUSIC”  
PSALM 98:4

As our 9 a.m. outdoor worship services continue through at  
least the end of October, we thank our Eastminster members  
who have provided “Special Music” for both services each  
Sunday since March.  We’re looking forward to the time when  
the choir can sing together again, but until then, we’ll  
continue to depend on our volunteer musicians for their  
beautiful contributions to our services.  

Special thanks also go to Ken Kellar, Jim Tollinger and Don Wonders for setting up the sound system and piano at 
8:00 every Sunday morning.  Without their faithful assistance, our 9:00 service just wouldn’t happen outdoors.  Many 
thanks, guys.

For those of you who are viewing the live stream of our 11:00 a.m. services, thank you for your patience as we 
continue to work to improve the quality of the broadcast.  You may occasionally notice some distortion in the 
video or some brief interruptions in the audio.  This is due to insufficient internet speed in the sanctuary, so we are 
planning to upgrade the internet service . . . hopefully soon.  Also, if you are unable to watch the live stream at 11:00 
on Sunday mornings, the video of the service will continue to be available on our website at www.eastminster-york.
org that week . . . and for weeks to come.  Just click on “Broadcasts” at the top of the page, and you’ll find all of our 
recorded services all the way back to May 24.

On a completely different subject, I want to wish Harold Smith well, as he retires from his work here at Eastminster.  
It has been a pleasure to work with him for the last 14 years, and I’ll miss his company and friendship.  We’ve been 
through a lot of changes together over the years, and his knowledge of the needs of Eastminster’s physical plant and 
his concern for the welfare of the congregation have been crucial to the continued success of Eastminster’s ministry.  
Fortunately, we’re both Orioles fans, so there’s still a lot to look forward to, since the only way the Orioles can go is 
up. Best wishes, Harold!

If you have any questions about the broadcasts or if you’d like to volunteer to provide special music for the services, 
just contact me at rdy1949@gmail.com.  

Randy Yoder,  Director of Music

Deacons
AS THE SEASONS CHANGE, SO DOES THE DEACONS’ COMMITTEE LINE-UP
Farewell and a big thank you to Fran Mount and Tom Courtney for their dedication and service to Eastminster.

A warm welcome to new Deacon Tania O’Hearn and also adding “welcome back” to Lee Spancake, who previously served 
with the Deacons.

The Deacons will be calling members regarding a second contact telephone number and information for shut-ins.

As the care homes are still in lockdown, it can be difficult reaching some of our members.

If someone’s present situation changes and we are unable to contact them, Eastminster would like to have another  
contact name & number available so we may reach out and continue serving the congregation, especially during these 
difficult and challenging times.

Karen Boyer,  Deacons
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Eastminster Cares
BACKPACK PROGRAM, SUMMER AND SCHOOL YEAR 
EPC volunteers continue to pack about 240 backpacks every other week, which is the same schedule that will be used 
when school begins. This will stay in place as long as there are volunteers from other places to pack for the remaining two 
weeks of the monthly cycle. Thank you, Lee, for your work coordinating the program and for the faithful volunteers.
BROWNIES 
Collection and delivery of brownies continue to go very well. Since Our Daily Bread hands out sack lunches, brownies make 
a perfect dessert! Thank you so much for your willingness to continue baking during these unusual days. Next drop-off 
date for delivery is September 3rd, 10:00 in the Narthex.
TOILETRY COLLECTION FOR HARVEST TRANSITIONAL LIVING (HTL) 
On October 11, Gifts of Women Sunday, Presbyterian Women and the Mission Committee will join forces to provide a 
collection of toiletry items for Harvest Transitional Living (housing for young people 18 to 21 who have aged out of the 
foster program but are not yet ready to be on their own). These items will go specifically to the young women’s home 
where there are presently 4 young ladies and soon to be 6. We are asking for toothpaste, toilet paper, shampoo, bath 
soap, toothbrushes, deodorant and tampons. We will use the same tub we have used for the TPPT collection, and it will 
be in the same place at the top of the stairs. You can make your contributions at any time. Kristie Raffensberger, President 
of HTL, is ever so grateful for any and all of the things we have done to support this ministry. Thank you so much for your 
participation in this collection.
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
The collection had been delayed due to the ‘lockdown.’ This very important program of the Presbyterian Church has 
a three-pronged purpose for the donations collected: Its money is divided among Disaster Assistance (assisting those 
recovering from the effects of disasters), Hunger Program (alleviating hunger and working to overcome systemic causes of 
poverty), and Self-Development of People (working to eradicate racism, oppression, poverty and injustice, and educating 
people regarding the impact of these unresolved issues). We will be collecting donations September 13, 20 and 27. Near 
the bulletins, we will have a basket with a bulletin insert and OGHS envelopes for people to pick up. Donors may place 
the OGHS envelopes in the basket with offering envelopes. Thank you so much for your participation in this effort to be 
“Repairers of the Breach,” Isaiah 58. We also thank those who have already made contributions.
GIFT CARD DONATION 
A $50.00 gift card donated to the mission committee will be used to purchase bottled water to include with bagged 
lunches for the guests at Our Daily Bread. A huge “Thank You” to the donor!
RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
Even though we are not in a position to host the program this year, conversation continues with RAH to see if there is a way 
to assist them in their continued endeavor to feed those in need. We will keep you abreast of final decisions that are made.
REQUEST
The York Food Bank requested a $150 donation to provide nutritious meals to York County children in need. We are blessed 
to have discretionary finances to meet their need as a result of the generous donations of the congregation. Thank you!
CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX MINISTRY
Please feel free to start your shoeboxes at any time. This is such an impactful ministry that introduces young folks around 
the world to Jesus Christ. With every shoebox filled with gifts, there is information and an invitation to take classes to learn 
more about Jesus, accepting Him as Lord and Savior and becoming a disciple. Google Operation Christmas Child to find 
all the information you need regarding age ranges and what to pack (and not to pack) in the boxes in addition to many 
FAQs. The national collection dates are November 16-23; in early October they will post locations where the boxes can be 
dropped off. Feel free to fill as many as you like.

NOTES OF GRATITUDE 
 Katallasso Family Health Center: Katallasso is able to continue administering Christ-centered healthcare to the 
community because of support like ours. They tend not only to health issues but also develop friendships and surround 
people with love they may never have experienced before—ministering to the body, the mind and the spirit. Katallasso is 
grateful to be able to continue healing in His name because of people like you.
 Servant Partners, Dan and Denise Anderson: In addition to a note of thanks for the congregation’s continued 
support to aid poor urban communities through people like Dan and Denise, there is a great article about their Reignite 
Philly Welding Program in the Servant Partners Annual Report, displayed on the Mission Bulletin Board in the Narthex. 
Please take a moment to read this piece indicating that welding provides not only great jobs for its graduates but spiritual 
interest and growth as well. Praise God!
Georgia Mazzolla,  Missions
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PRAYER CHAIN         
The prayer chain at Eastminster is congregation members praying for a person or a need during 
troubled times.  It is not to ask to change a situation, but to support each other to face a situation. 
When a need arises, a request is made to the Prayer Chain Leader.  The leader links the prayer chain 
group together by email or telephone (for  those that do not have email).  
The group members take the responsibility to pray, in their own time and place for the concerns 
made known.  You do not have to call other people - just pray asking God to help those in need.
To make a prayer request, call or email the Prayer Chain Leader, Lois Moore or the office. In making 
a request for other persons, please obtain their permission, first, to do so.
“What one heart cannot bear alone, many hearts can bear together.”
How may we pray with you?  If you are not getting the prayer requests and would like to be a 
member of the prayer chain please notify Lois Moore or call the church office.

Remembered in Prayer Last Month

Eastminster Presbyterian Church –  
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry

All our Military Men and Women around the  
world and their families back home

Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Josh Gill & Family
Family & Friends of Bob Hafer & Family
Dee Hoyt
Marty Hynd
Family & Friends of Vergie Kauffman
Dave McIntosh
Laura Mook
Steve Moore

Cathy Shuler & Family
Ron Snyder
Family & Friends of Doris Ward
Those affected by COVID-19 Pandemic
Frontline workers of COVID-19 Pandemic
EPC Shut-ins
Our Country

SeptemberBIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

Date – Anniversary
  3 – Damon & Melissa Peck
  5 – Jim & Christi Tollinger
  7 – Glenn & Debra Bloss
  8 – Tom & Barbara Koscevic
  9 – Denny & Debbie Jordan
10 – Gene & Doris Jonosky
12 – Tom & Martha Fleischer
18 – Chris & Mary Woods
19 – Bob & Andrea Etzweiler
19 – Wade & Linda Pugh  50 Years
24 – Mark & Heidi Snyder

18 – Deborah Sowers
19 – Bob Smith
20 – Molly Smith
21 – Melissa Church
21 – Chloe Tollinger
23 – Carol Moss
23 – Connie Ritter
26 – Wade Pugh
26 – Sharman Thomas
29 – Barbara Blymire
29 – Gary Hoffman
30 – Cindy Peterson

Date – Birthday  

  1 – Pat Brunk
  2 – Peter Church
  3 – Dave McIntosh
  3 – Edna Lightner
  5 – Michael Watson
  7 – Cindy Folk
  9 – Dee Hoyt
11 – Debra Craft
14 – Linda Krom
15 – Barbara Simonson
16 – Grace Ailes
16 – Myla Peck

Wade & Linda Pugh  
9•19•2020   50 Years



 6 PEW POINTS

Facilities Management Committ ee 
SO HARD TO SAY GOOD-BYE  
Saying good-bye is never easy but our Facilities Manager, Harold Smith has decided to “ride off into the sunset” or 
rather head out to more corn hole competitions.  Harold has been with EPC for 14 years and his first job description 
was for custodian, but his replacement will have a multi-paged list of job responsibilities.  Our FMC volunteers will 
be here to help.  We have advertised the position and have interviewed candidates and will hopefully have someone 
in place before September 14th, Harold’s last day.  Harold has always gone above and beyond for us and has offered 
to come onto campus to assist with a smooth transition.  He and his wife Jane are awaiting the birth of a new 
granddaughter very soon.  Harold competes in many corn hole tournaments and is ranked very high in the state.  Now 
he will have the time to perfect his game and move into the champion’s circle.  We will miss him and thank him for all 
the years he was with us.  We wish him a very happy retirement. 

The few FMC volunteers that have been on campus the past month assisted Harold and Dave in preparing the 
preschool for a September opening.  Of course, landscaping was also on the “to do list.”  The Friday volunteers 
come in each week to prepare the Outdoor Worship Center for Sunday services and they will continue to do so thru 
September, as we will be worshiping outdoors for as long as the weather allows.  Three FMC volunteers spent a hot 
and humid morning completing a Handyman Project for a church family.  It makes for a total of 115 hours since the last 
newsletter article.  We anticipate that it won’t be too long before we have to break out the rakes.

We hope you managed to enjoy some kind of summer vacation with all of the COVID 19 restrictions and have some 
fun but safe plans for Labor Day weekend.  We look forward to welcoming Pastor Josh and his family and to all the 
exciting plans God has for us as Eastminster continues to further His kingdom here on earth.

Dee Hoyt,  FMC Elder

Miriam Circle  
WELCOME FALL         
And Welcome Pastor Josh, Vicki, J.D., Charlie and Sam.
It was an “interesting” summer and challenging start to the new school year but here we are   
welcoming Pastor Josh and his family into our church family.  Everyone is excited to meet 
and greet the Gill family in the next few weeks and we hope their move to York 
goes smoothly. 
Our grocery card sales have been robust, probably because of limitations with restaurant 
dining. We sold a total of $11,500.00 and that means FMC received $575.00 and P.W. 
received $57.50. We also are thankful for a $20.00 donation to FMC’s grocery card earnings. 
The last day to order the October cards will be Sunday, September 27th and pick-up will 
be after both church services on October 4th.  Keep in mind that these cards will be needed 
for all of the Halloween candy you will be handing out to the Trick-or-Treaters in October, so don’t get caught short!

SODA TAB UPDATE       
The Covid-19 pandemic has stopped us from doing a lot of activities, but it did not stop us from donating our soda tabs to 
the Ronald McDonald House in Hershey.   We have another five and a half pounds to help the families of sick children at 
Hershey Medical Center.  Good job everyone!
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Historian

T hank You

A LOOK BACK IN TIME – 10 YEARS AGO … 2010 
Barack Obama served as US President.  In January, Apple 
unveiled its iPad tablet. Also, in January, Haiti was rocked 
by a devastating earthquake. Estimates put the death toll 
at over 250,000 people. On a brighter note, 33 Chilean 
miners are successfully rescued from a gold mine after and 
cave-in accident.
The top grossing fi lms of 2010 were Avatar and Toy Story 3.  
The Oscar for Best Picture went to The Hurt Locker. The top 
television shows were American Idol, Dancing With The Stars, 
Breaking Bad and Parks and Recreation.
The New Orleans Saints defeated the Indianapolis Colts 
in Super Bowl XLIV. The Winter Olympics were held in 
Vancouver.  The US took home the most medals with 37, 
while the host country, Canada, topped all countries with 
14 gold medals.  Duke defeated Butler for the NCAA Men’s 
Basketball Championship. The San Francisco Giants defeated 
the Texas Rangers to capture Baseball’s World Series.
At Eastminster Presbyterian Church in York PA, Rev. Joseph 
Reggin was the Interim Pastor.  Staff  Members included 
Randy Yoder (Director of Music), Zoe Bordes (Offi  ce 
Manager), Harold Smith (Facilities Manager) and Joyce 
Rowles (Coordinator of Youth Activities), who was hired 
in April.
Session Members were Tana Rarick, Kathy LeBlanc, Kristin 
Witmer, Jim Woof, Bill Moore, John Ehrat, John Henty, Fran 
Mount, Kate Strickler and Jack Hynd, who served as Clerk 
of Session.
Director of Music Randy Yoder oversaw most of the music 
program, including the Chancel Choir, Festival Choir, 
Chrysalis, Calvin Choir, Good Shepherds and Sunday School 
Singers and Ringers.  Phil Rarick directed the Bells 
of Eastminster.

Christi Tollinger was the coordinator of Vacation Bible 
School whose theme was Veggie Tales: The Pirates Who 
Don’t Do Anything.  Jan Witzke and Lori Topper oversaw 
the Nativity Figurine program for the children 
at Eastminster.  
Phil Rarick and Michelle McHugh coordinated the 
volunteers who assisted with Rally Day/Church Picnic on 
September 12th.  The Deacons team defeated the Elders 
team in a game of Family Feud.    The Stephen Ministry 
coordinated the Fish Bowl Raffl  e.
In addition to the Presbyterian Denominational 
Organizations, the Missions Committee supported York 
Habitat for Humanity, Jean Webster’s Kitchen in Atlantic 
City, Brittany’s Hope, which supported a 13 year-old 
Vietnamese orphan girl, White Rose Hospice, Our Daily 
Bread Soup Kitchen, Bell Family Shelter and others.
The main facilities project of 2010 was the installation 
of a new HVAC system for the Pre-School and Christian 
Education Building.
The Board of Trustees was led by President Jack Parker.  
Dee Hoyt was the Moderator of the Board of Deacons.  
Michelle McHugh led the Presbyterian Women. Circle 
leaders were Jo Watson (Esther), Ruth Woof (Ruth), Ginny 
Freytag/Suzanne Seebald (Elizabeth) and Kay Lynne 
Koehler (Mary).  Mark Krom served as the 
church’s treasurer.  
This article highlights some of the happenings of 2010, as 
well as some of the leaders within the church.  I cannot 
stress enough the countless volunteers and others who 
assisted Eastminster in some way.  The space allowed 
does not allow me to name so many of those whose 
contributions were vital to the congregation. 
Bob Moore, Church Historian
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Dear Eastminster Church Family,  
Thank you very much for your kind and thoughtful birthday wishes.  
You contributed so much in making my special day extra special.  
It was nice to have you celebrate with me. 
In Christian Love, 
Lois Moore



CONTACT INFORMATION 
www.eastminster-york.org

Stephens Lytch, Transitional Pastor 717-755-6222 
 epcyorkpastor@gmail.com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 717-891-4536  
 randy.epcyork@gmail.com

Beth Anne Foess, Admin Assistant 717-755-6222  
 epcyorkoffice@gmail.com

Harold Smith, Facilities Manager  717-314-9281  
 harold.epcyork@gmail.com

Newsletter Info newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com

Accounting/Finance 717-757-5217  
 epcfinance@gmail.com

Carly VonStein, Pre-School Director 717-755-0543  
 eastminsterpreschool@gmail.com

 8 PEW POINTS

Financial Report
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF JULY 31, 2020

Ordinary Income Actual Budget
 *Envelope Offering 227,053.24 224,023.00
 Open Plate  1,151.12 2,791.00
 Sunday School 
  Offering 0.00 0.00
 Per Capita 4,993.12 6,710.00       
 Rental Income 19,200.00 30,601.00
 Interest Income  
  (checking) 0.00 0.00
 Misc. Income 44,987.62 5,974.00

 Total Budget 
  Income 297,385.10 270,099.00

Expenses  
 Payroll 133,770.24   146,493.41
 Accounting Services 5,714.90 6,125.00
 Per Capita Expense 6,604.50 6,604.50
 Bank Expenses 55.00 70.00 
 Moving Expenses 0.00 0.00 
  Search Expense 2,416.45 3,400.00 
  Deacons’ Open Plate 
  Communion 600.10 700.00
 Stephen Ministries 147.20 175.00 
  Education 391.28 1,290.00
 Congregational Life/
  Outreach 540.62 1,450.00
 Stewardship 496.11 1,250.00 
  Communications 917.99 289.00
 Mission 21,625.00 23,380.00
 Worship 2,592.48 4,350.00
 Administration 0.00 980.00
 Plant Expenses 40,962.75 51,431.00
 General Expenses 7,445.20 10,045.00
 Total Budget 
  Expenses 224,259.43 258,747.91

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting an article or announcement for next 

month’s “Pew Points” is the 15th of this month.   
Please email your information to:  

newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com  
Thanks!

*Includes lump sum annual contributions. 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402


