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One of the unexpected results of the pandemic has been an increase in home 
improvement activity.  People have used their extra time to improve their 
homes and tackle needed projects.  Our homes should be a place of grace that 
help us to feel safe, protected, and give us a place to build memories.  When 
we go from one place to another we long for home. When we travel for an 
extended period of time, we long for home. We become homesick. Richard 
Rohr in his book Falling Upward described this and said the desire for home 
“calls us both backward and forward, to our foundation and our future, at the 
same time. It also feels like grace from within us and at the same time beyond 
us. The soul lives in such eternally deep time. Wouldn’t it make sense that God 
would plant in us a desire for what God already wants to give us?” Richard Rohr 
goes on to say that force that is drawing and sending is the Christ. We can only 
truly satisfy that desire through a “radical union with God.” 1 In this sense we are 
born with an inner longing for God. 

The pandemic has not only changed our homes it has changed the way we 
interact with our church family, we socially distance, and wear masks. One 
of the biggest blessings for EPC has been the ability to meet in the outdoor 
worship center. Many churches have been unable to gather since March. Over 
the next month I will be working with the staff, Session, and the appropriate 
committees to plan our next step forward. The health and safety of the 
congregation remain our highest priority. The longing we will feel, isn’t just 
for a space, but for a connection, a connection to God and neighbor. My hope 
and prayer is that we will continue to find creative and meaningful ways to  
facilitate connections.

Pastor Josh 
1 Rohr, Richard, Falling Upward, pg 89 .
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Worship

Session
NOTES FROM YOUR SESSION
While our live streaming of the 11 o’clock service is proceeding fairly well, Session felt it would be an improvement 
if the internet speed were increased.  That increase will be implemented shortly.

The Pre School is up and running, following all posted guidelines as to the Corona Virus.  Currently, 97 students 
are attending with 55 students on hold.

November 8th will be Pre School Sunday.  At that time, we will recognize the staff  and teachers and the important 
role they play in the lives of these children.

The Worship Committee is working with Facilities Management to develop a procedure for sanitizing the 
sanctuary for when we return to two indoor services.  We will continue with the outdoor services as long as the 
weather permits.  If the weather does not cooperate, the 9 o’clock service will be cancelled and not moved inside.

Session wants to recognize the faithfulness of our members in their continued fi nancial support of our operations.  
Member support is remarkably close to budget.  However, due to the Corona Virus, our rental income has 
been signifi cantly lower than budget.  We anticipate struggles with this into 2021, and we ask for your 
continued faithfulness.

    Session meets the third Monday of each month.  If anyone would like to
    attend a Session meeting, please contact the clerk (Jack Hynd).   Our next
    meeting will be October 19th at 7:00PM.

OCTOBER 4th        
Communion Sunday

OCTOBER 11th
Gifts of Women Sunday

OCTOBER 18th        
Rev. Joshua Gill

OCTOBER 25th        
Rev. Joshua Gill
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WORSHIP IN THE WOODS
Although the Covid 19 virus has prevented us from doing so many things and going so many places, there is actually 
one positive thing that has come of it.  That is, we have been able to extend our 9:00 a.m. outdoor worship services 
past Labor Day for the first time (at least since I’ve been here . . .)  Our plan is to continue worshiping outside at 9:00 
a.m. all the way to the end of October.  Even if it’s chilly, we’ll plan to stay outside.  If it rains or if it’s way too cold or 
if the snow is too deep, the 9:00 a.m. service will be canceled.  If the weather is “iffy” and you are not sure whether 
the service will be held, look for an email no later than 8:00 a.m. that morning.  You can also call the church to hear 
a recorded message or check the home page of our website at www.eastminster-york.org.  If you hear nothing from 
us, it means we’re planning to have the service that morning.

HOLLY’S ADDITION
If you have attended the 9:00 a.m. service or if you have walked  
out back to the outdoor worship center, you may have noticed  
the three new figurines in the little grove of trees to the left of  
the pulpit.  Mary, Joseph and Jesus in the manger were gifts of  
Gretchen Dekker, who was the Director of Music here at Eastminster  
from 1996 to 2006.  Gretchen’s mom, Holly, loved Christmas and  
collected a variety of crèche and manger figurines.  After Holly  
passed away, Gretchen and her family found these large, sandstone  
figures and asked if we would have a place for them in our beautiful  
outdoor worship center.  We said “yes,” of course, and we are grateful  
that she thought of Eastminster as the recipient of her family’s gift.  

Randy Yoder,  Director of Music
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Deacons
HELLO TO OCTOBER
Did you know the name October is derived from “Octo” the Latin word for eight? October was the eighth month, when 
the  ten-month Roman calendar was in use.
Our Kingston Manor services are currently suspended until the COVID 19 guidelines permit care homes visitations.
The latest Upper Room publication is available. For the outside service, the booklets are located on one of the picnic 
tables, along with Pew Points. For the indoor service, the publications will be in the Narthex, although not in the usual 
spot. Please check with an usher to obtain a copy. Again, due to health & safety concerns, literature is no longer on display. 
We need to limit the handling of printed material, since we cannot sanitize paper.
The Deacons are trying to obtain family contact information for Eastminster members who are in care homes. However, 
there may be reluctance to share private information with someone you don’t know over the phone. Therefore, we are 
suggesting that the members or their families call the church office directly at 717-755-6222 with their information.
Karen Boyer,  Deacons
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Eastminster Cares
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
The donation amount will be reported next month. If you have not yet made a donation, please feel free to do so, and we 
will pass it along to presbytery. Thank you for your generous contributions. They will serve many people in a variety of 
places, in several different ways.
HARVEST TRANSITIONAL LIVING 
We are collecting toiletry donations for the six young ladies who are residents of HTL. We seek toilet paper, deodorant, 
tooth paste, tooth brushes, bath soap and tampons. The tub for these items is at the top of the stairs in the Narthex. Thank 
you for contributing these essentials so that money can be diverted to other necessities.
DONATIONS FROM MISSION GENERAL FUND 
Because of your generosity, we have been able to send an extra $150 to York County Food Bank, LifePath, Our Daily Bread, 
and York Benevolent Association to feed our neighbors in need during these challenging times. Thank You!
BROWNIE BAKERS 
Brownies are due Thursday, October 1st at 10:00 in the Narthex. Thank you for your faithful baking. Even when you are out 
of the area, we find brownies in the freezer. What a wonderful group of dedicated bakers! You are truly appreciated.
WATER DONATION 
Due to a gift card from a member of the congregation, we are still able to provide bottled water for guests at Our Daily 
Bread who are picking up take out bags for meals.
RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
Even though we are not in a position to host the program this year, conversation continues with RAH to see if there is a way 
to assist them in their continued endeavor to feed those in need. We will keep you abreast of final decisions that are made.
LOOKING AHEAD
It will soon be November and time for Thanksgiving Food Boxes. We will be in contact with Bell Family Socialization to 
determine the best way forward: actual food boxes or gift cards.
CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX MINISTRY
This is an impactful ministry that introduces young folks around the world to Jesus Christ. With every shoebox filled with 
gifts comes information and an invitation to take classes to learn more about Jesus: how to accept Him as Lord and  
Savior and how to become a disciple. For information regarding age ranges, what to pack (and not to pack) in the boxes 
and many other FAQs, I have found it easiest to google Operation Christmas Child. National collection dates are November 
16-23. In early October, they will post locations where the boxes can be dropped off. Feel free to fill as many as you like.

NOTES OF THANKS 
 Our Daily Bread: The soup kitchen continues to serve breakfast and lunch and see more people each month. They 
are grateful for the ongoing support and noted they served 77 for breakfast and 145 for lunch that day. It is a community 
effort to feed so many consistently, and we are blessed to be a part of it. Many thanks for your faithful, regular giving, and 
for going above and beyond with the extra donation we were able to send this month.
 York County Food Bank: We received a flyer from YCFB indicating how responsive the community has been during 
this pandemic to help those in need. This makes it possible for them to continue their ministry in a different, but just as an 
effective way, to serve those in need. It comes with sincere thanks.
Georgia Mazzolla,  Missions

Remembered in Prayer Last Month

Eastminster Presbyterian Church –  
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry

All our Military Men and Women around the  
world and their families back home

Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Ron Higgs
Dee Hoyt
Foster Hoyt
Family & Friends of Vergie Kauffman
Tom and Barbara Koscevic
Donald Minnich
Family & Friends off Donald Minnich
Laura Mook
Family & Friends of Laura Mook

Steve Moore
Jack Parker
Sherre Sever
Robert E. Smith  (Lois Moore’s brother)
Gail Stover
Our Shut ins
Those affected by the COVID-19 Pandemic
Front line workers of the Pandemic
Students & Educators returning to school
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Eastminster Women
THANK OFFERING 2020  
On October 11th,  during Gifts of Women Sunday, you will be asked to donate to the Presbyterian Womens’ annual 
Thank Offering.  This request, which originated over 100 years ago with a small womens’ group in Springfield, Ohio, 
asks each woman to give a separate, financial gift to express her gratitude for the many blessings in her life.  At 
Eastminister, each year we extend this opportunity to everyone. 
What is done with your donations?  They are used worldwide to fund projects which are designed to improve the lives 
of women, children and men.  At least 40% of your donations support health ministries while the remainder is used to 
fund a variety of projects.  Examples of these projects include establishing a food bank in a remote area of Colorado 
where employment opportunities are limited to a shelter for abused women in Mississippi.
Each year, grant proposals from churches, health agencies, educational institutions and community groups are 
submitted and reviewed by the Creative Ministries Offering Committee of Presbyterian Women.  Grants ranging from 
$5000 to $50,000 are awarded to projects which meet the committee’s criteria.  In 2015, twenty-two projects (fourteen 
domestic and eight international) were funded.  This number, however, depends on your generosity.

As you consider this request for a donation, review the list you created at the beginning of this article.  Let your 
donation be a tangible response to God’s love and special blessings.

Ann Bowman,  Presbyterian Women

Miriam Circle  
FIRST THINGS FIRST         
A huge thank you to all of our Giant “customers” for their patience and understanding last 
month as corporate headquarters had problems that significantly delayed the delivery of 
our September cards.   Please cross your fingers that the issues have been resolved and 
delivery will be in a timely fashion.  The last day to order your cards will be Sunday, 
October 25th and pick-up will be the following Sunday, November 1st.  Don’t forget to 
look ahead to the month of November, as delicious Thanksgiving feasts await us.  You 
need to take the extra entertaining into consideration, whether you are the host or guest.  
Do you need to purchase that turkey and all of the fixings, or do you need a bottle or two 
of wine for a hostess gift?  Cars need gas to travel over the river and thru the woods to 
grandmother’s house.  Our sales last month totaled $12,100.00 and cash back was $605.00. 
FMC received $544.50 and P.W. earned $60.50.  Thank you for your continued support of 
this fundraiser, and have a happy, but safe Halloween!

SODA TAB UPDATE       
We had another large soda tab donation; this one was the Mother Load at 57,600 tabs.  
That comes to 36 pounds to help the families with sick children at Hershey Medical Center.  
Thanks again for donating to this worthwhile mission.
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Facilities Management Committee

Preschool

ALL ABOARD!  
Getting aboard is the perfect way to welcome our new Facilities Manager, Anthony Todaro, to our church staff and 
family, as one of his interests is model railroading.  Anthony brings a wealth of experience to his new position as he 
was self employed as a remodeling carpenter.  He also served as a facilities manager for The Fountains at Pennsauken, 
NJ, an assisted living facility.  After moving from Philadelphia to York in 2005, he held the same position for the Strand 
Capital Performing Arts Center.  Anthony is a former professional guitarist and vocalist and enjoys both listening to 
and composing music.  He sounds like quite the renaissance man.
Anthony and his wife have a teenage son, Mitchell, and they live in the Eastminster Church neighborhood.  He and his 
family have joined us for Sunday worship in our Outdoor Worship Center the past few weeks.  You may reach Anthony 
by phone at the church office or email him at anthony.epcyork@gmail.com.  His office is always open to assist our 
congregation.  We look forward to getting to know him better.

Dee Hoyt,  FMC Elder

NOW OPEN  
The preschool is happy to be up and running again this fall – with half of our 
students choosing to return to school!  The hallways feel joyful again and the 
teachers were able to set up the classrooms to allow for more social-distancing.  
We look forward to the return of our students that are on hold right now.  In the 
meantime, we are busy learning and playing.  In preschool, learning and playing 
mean the same thing.  We use play to help the children learn concepts that will 
help them prepare for Kindergarten.  Below, you will see some games that our 
teachers have made in the spirit of Halloween, which is quickly approaching.

FALL FUNDRAISER  
The preschool will be teaming up with Flinchbaugh’s Farm Market to sell 
mums, pumpkins, and baked goods again this year.  Order forms will be 
available in the preschool office.  This is an excellent opportunity to support both 
the preschool and a local business.  Orders are due by September 30 and will be 
available for pick-up on October 6-7. Thank you for your support!

THE COOPERATIVE CLASSROOM  
The preschool has had some significant changes with daily routines and policies, 
due to the pandemic.  One of the biggest changes is the introduction of a new 
style of teaching.  We have several families that want to participate in preschool, 
but were not ready to join in with a full classroom.  We are excited to introduce 
The Cooperative Classroom!  Children that are enrolled in the class will receive a 
weekly kit, filled with everything they will need for their preschool lessons.   
They will also receive three recorded lessons that they  
can watch at any time during the week.  There will be  
a weekly, interactive Zoom class and students can  
even sign up for small group playtime on the  
playground once a week.  Each student received  
a Blast Off to Learning kit, filled with art and classroom  
supplies.  You can see samples of the kits.  There  
are still openings in this class – please contact the  
preschool office at 717-755-0543 if you would like  
more information.

Carly VonStein,  Preschool Director
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Historian
LYMAN BEECHER 
Lyman Beecher was born on October 12, 1775 in New Haven, 
Connecticut to David Beecher and Esther Hawley Lyman.  
Beecher graduated from Yale College in 1797 and was 
ordained as a Presbyterian minister in 1799.
After ordination, Beecher served the East Hampton 
Presbyterian Church on Long Island from 1799 to 1810.  In 
1810, Beecher moved to Litchfi eld, Connecticut to serve a 
Congregational Church.  In 1826, he moved to the Hanover 
Street (Congregational) Church in Boston.  By this time, 
his reputation had developed and began to spread across 
the country.  Beecher was known for his fi ery sermons, 
particularly against intemperance and slavery.  Beecher also 
warned against the infl uence of the Roman Catholic Church.
Beecher moved to Cincinnati in 1832 where he became 
the President of Lane Theological Seminary (1832-1850) 
and pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church (1832-1842).  
Beecher felt there was great potential in the West and 
stated, “did I perceive how God, who seeth the end from 
the beginning, had prepared the West to be mighty”.  He 
hoped his students at the seminary would “spread across 
the American West and save people from their sinful ways.”  
Beecher also believed that America had a duty to serve as a 
“light to the nations.”
Lyman Beecher was not without controversy.  He had 
disagreements with other Presbyterian ministers.  In 1835, 
he was charged with heresy and slander due to his non-
traditional methods of evangelism.  However, he was 
acquitted of all charges at both the Presbytery and 
Synod levels.
Beecher resigned his position at the seminary in 1850 and 
moved to Boston in 1851 where he published several books.  
In 1856, he moved to Brooklyn with his son.  He died in 
Brooklyn on January 10, 1863.

While Lyman Beecher was known as a “prominent 
theologian, educator, and reformer in the fi rst half of the 
19th century,” he may be most important for his role as a 
father.  Beecher had 13 children from three marriages.  All 
seven of his sons became ministers.
Catherine (1800-1878) was a leader in the women’s 
education movement.  Edward (1803-1895) was a minister, 
college president and anti-slavery writer.  Charles (1815-
1900) was the Florida Superintendent of Public Instruction.  
Isabella (1822-1907) was a proponent of legal rights for 
women.  Thomas (1824-1900) was an early advocate of 
adapting church life to modern conditions.   
Beecher’s most famous children were Henry Ward Beecher 
(1813-1887), who was a prominent minister and social 
reformer of the 19th Century and Harriet Beecher Stowe 
(1811-1896), who was an author and social activist, and 
best known for her best-selling, anti-slavery book, Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin. 
Bob Moore, Church Historian

Sources: Connecticuthistory .org
  Pbs .org
  Christianitytoday .com
  Phcmontreat .org

OctoberBIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

Date – Anniversary
  3 – Graham & Lynda MacMillian
  7 – Edward & Carolyn Dillman
  9 – Daniel & Maria May
14 – John & Andrea Rohrbaugh
19 – Todd & Kathy Lord
19 – Scott & Mary Ellen Bowman
24 – Donald & Bertha Green

22 – Ralph Matunis
22 – Jack Hynd
24 – Jan Witzke
25 – Dan Folk
25 – Molly Blakely
25 – Bob Stover
28 – Stephanie Elzinga
29 – Kathy Lord

Date – Birthday  

  1 – Chris Woods
  1 – Carl Leaman
  3 – Ellissa Kauff man
  5 – Doris Jonosky
  5 – Kenneth Kellar
  6 – Judy Smith
  9 – Mary Woods
11 – Ginny Freytag
11 – Sue Ann Randall
19 – Fred Becker
19 – Lauren Hopkins
19 – Gladys McCoy

Date – Anniversary
  3 – Graham & Lynda MacMillian
  7 – Edward & Carolyn Dillman
  9 – Daniel & Maria May
14 – John & Andrea Rohrbaugh
19 – Todd & Kathy Lord
19 – Scott & Mary Ellen Bowman
24 – Donald & Bertha Green



CONTACT INFORMATION 
www.eastminster-york.org

Josh Gill, Pastor 717-755-6222 jdgillsr@gmail .com 
 epcyorkpastor@gmail .com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 717-891-4536  
 randy .epcyork@gmail .com

Beth Anne Foess, Admin Assistant 717-755-6222  
 epcyorkoffice@gmail .com

Anthony Todaro, Facilities Manager  717-755-6222  
 anthony .epcyork@gmail .com

Newsletter Info newsletter .epcyork@gmail .com

Accounting/Finance 717-757-5217  
 epcfinance@gmail .com

Carly VonStein, Pre-School Director 717-755-0543  
 eastminsterpreschool@gmail .com
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Financial Report
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF AUGUST 31, 2020

Ordinary Income Actual Budget
 *Envelope Offering 249,358.24 253,562.00
 Open Plate  1,256.12 3,126.00
 Sunday School 
  Offering 0.00 0.00
 Per Capita 5,028.50 7,348.00       
 Rental Income 19,200.00 31,554.00
 Interest Income  
  (checking) 0.00 0.00
 Misc. Income 45,232.63 5,974.00

 Total Budget 
  Income 320,075.49 301,564.00

Expenses  
 Payroll 159,182.04   165,928.53
 Accounting Services 6,440.81 7,000.00
 Per Capita Expense 7,548.00 7,548.00
 Bank Expenses 55.00 70.00 
 Moving Expenses 0.00 10,400.00 
  Search Expense 2,515.90 3,700.00 
  Deacons’ Open Plate 
  Communion 605.10 800.00
 Stephen Ministries 147.20 200.00 
  Education 391.28 1,485.00
 Congregational Life/
  Outreach 475.72 2,599.00
 Stewardship 602.62 1,600.00 
  Communications 917.99 341.00
 Mission 24,125.00 26,680.00
 Worship 3,692.47 5,750.00
 Administration 0.00 1,120.00
 Plant Expenses 44,742.46 58,863.00
 General Expenses 8,519.56 11,480.00
 Total Budget 
  Expenses 259,983.15 305,564.53

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting an article or announcement for next 

month’s “Pew Points” is the 15th of this month.   
Please email your information to:  

newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com  
Thanks!

*Includes lump sum annual contributions. 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402


