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 Eastminster is the tenth church that I have served as a transitional pastor, and 
for 3/4 of my time here, it was one of the simplest. Greg Seckman left the church in 
good shape. Unlike some other transitions I’ve led, there were no conflicts or crises 
to resolve. It was a pivotal time in the life of the church, and you recognized that a 
generational shift would have to take place for the church to continue to thrive, so the 
Pastor Nominating Committee you elected worked hard to discern the person God 
was calling to lead that change.

 Then the coronavirus hit, and the last few months have swept us up in a 
global transition. It’s been like walking in the surf at the beach when a giant wave 
unexpectedly knocks you off your feet. You’re plunged underwater, and for a 
moment you’re disoriented and don’t know which way is up. Right now it feels like 
that moment when you finally get your head above the surface of the water and are 
sputtering, trying to clear your eyes, wary that another wave might be approaching 
to knock you back off your feet. 

 We’ve learned a lot in the last few months. Our technological capacity has 
expanded as we’ve mastered streaming worship and virtual meetings on Zoom. 
We’ve stayed connected with those who don’t have internet access through phone 
calls. Nevertheless, the future that awaits us is very different from what we anticipated 
when I arrived here. The way people congregate and interact with one another will be 
different for some time to come. The pandemic has exposed social issues of inequality 
and systemic racism that the church will have to address. And it is inevitable that what 
we have experienced will cause people who haven’t considered such things to reflect 
on the limitations of their humanity and their relationship with God.  

 I really do see the hand of Providence in bringing Josh Gill to be your next pastor. 
He is bright, creative and motivated by a deep and abiding faith. He respects the 
legacy of Eastminster and the good ministry that is going on, while at the same time 
he has the skills to lead you into new ways of looking at the community and serving 
Christ. I know that you will support him, lift him and his family in prayer, and anticipate 
the new thing that God has in store for this congregation.

Grace and peace, Steve Lytch Transitional Pastor

PEW POINTS 

Dear Friends,
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Worship

Session
NOTES FROM YOUR SESSION 
The Session continues to meet during these stressful times.  The meeting was held using ZOOM, a video 
conferencing platform.  While we can still see and hear each other, it is not the same as being together.
The congregational meeting was a success even with the minor technological issues.
Rev. Lytch announced that his last day at Eastminster will be August 9th.  

Rev. Lytch recommended that Eastminster not involve Rev. Gill in any activities until his start date.
The Communications committee did a very good job with obtaining and arranging signage for the return to in- 
person worship.

Steve understood the desire of the Church to hold a going away luncheon for him.  However, he felt the potential 
risk involved with the congregation did not warrant such a luncheon.
It is with sincere regret that we accepted the resignation of Harold Smith, our facilities manager of 14 years,  
effective September 10th.
It is unlikely there will be a Yard Sale or Chicken BBQ this year.  The One Great Hour of Sharing may be held in  
the Fall.
Through the faithfulness of the congregation, our mission contributions have continued.  
Live Streaming of the worship service is improving each week and going well overall.  Eastminster will continue 
with the outdoor service and the in-person service for the immediate future.
Session meets the third Monday of each month.  If anyone would like to attend a Session meeting, please contact 
the clerk, Jack Hynd.  At this point it is not known whether the next meeting will be held in person or via Zoom.  
Our next meeting will be August 17th at 7:00PM.

APPRECIATION 
In the life of Eastminster Church throughout the years, there have been many events the congregation has 
celebrated.  We have once again come to that time.  As many of us know, Pastor Steve has completed his tenure 
as our interim pastor and will be preaching his final sermon on Sunday, August 9th.  So many have appreciated 
his work at Eastminster over the past two years and feel we should acknowledge his service.  Our Congregational 
Life Committee, in coordination with the Worship Committee, felt a catered luncheon on the grounds would be 
a nice sendoff for Pastor Steve to express to him how much we all have enjoyed his service at Eastminster.  After 
thoughtful consideration, we felt we must consult Pastor Steve on this luncheon. He thanked us for the thought but 
felt that a luncheon during the Covid pandemic was just too risky for the congregation.  Even though we cannot 
have a celebration, we wish him well as he leaves Eastminster. He will be greatly missed. 

Jan Trattner,  Congregational Life

AUGUST 2nd          
Psalm 119:105-112 
Romans 8:1-11

AUGUST 9th 
Exodus 2:1-10 
Romans 8:28-30

AUGUST 16th          
Representative from  
Donegal Presbytery

AUGUST 23rd          
Representative from  
Donegal Presbytery

AUGUST 30th          
Guy Dunham

Congregational Life
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Music Ministry 
THANKS TO STEVE
It has been a great pleasure to work with Steve Lytch during this transitional period.   
His patience and flexibility have guided us through a particularly challenging time during  
the Covid 19 pandemic.   I am personally thankful for his support, encouragement, great  
sermons, common sense and kindness.  We send our best wishes to Carol and Steve for  
lots of great travels and hiking in years to come.

THANKS TO OUR SOLOISTS
We’re grateful for our soloists who have volunteered to provide special music for our  
worship services since March. Many thanks to Marilyn Jennerjohn, Sarah Foess, Janis  
McCollim, Tania O’Hearn, Tim Ruth and Don Wonders.

CHOIR PICNIC
We’re holding the date of Sunday, August 23, 4:00-7:00 PM at the Etzweiler’s down by the riverside.  If it 
rains that day, we’ll reschedule it for Sunday, August 30.  We’ll plan to socially distance on the lawn and 
wear masks when we’re not eating.  It’s open to anyone who participated in the music program in any way 
during the past year.  Bring your covered dish, and we’ll have hot dogs, hamburgers . . . and rolls too! 

Randy Yoder,  Director of Music

Stephen Ministry
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR STEPHEN MINISTERS         
Have you noticed, since the Coronavirus has interrupted everyone’s lives as they knew them, people now seem to better 
understand what grief is? Daily routines are different from before. Your sense of normalcy has changed.
I think the Serenity Prayer is something to consider during this Coronavirus Pandemic.  It is wise to accept what you 
cannot change but also important to determine, small though it might be, what you can control or change.

Serenity Prayer
God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; 

courage to change the things I can; and wisdom to know the difference.
Living one day at a time; enjoying one moment at a time; 

accepting hardships as the pathway to peace; 
taking, as He did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it; 

trusting that He will make all things right if I surrender to His Will; 
that I may be reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with Him

forever in the next. 
Amen.

reinhold niebuhr (1892-1971)

Jan Witzke,  Stephen Leader

FEASTING ON THE WORD 
The Adult Bible Study Class is continuing on Sunday evenings now that Worship Services have resumed at 9:00 AM 
Sunday mornings. We are meeting virtually, using GoToMeeting and meeting Sunday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 
PM.  We are using the Feasting on the Word curriculum written by John Knox Press, PCUSA and it follows weekly the 
Common Lectionary of the Church.  All interested seekers should email Brett Peterson at bpeterson@arglobal.com. 

Adult Bible Study
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Eastminster Cares
UPDATES
A few updates during these pandemic times that have required us  
to continue make adaptations:
RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
It was recommended by the Session that we not schedule the Rise Against Hunger  
event this year. Hopefully we can hold this very special event next year.
CHICKEN BBQ 
It is unlikely that we will have the Yard Sale this year, and we will not be having the  
regular Chicken BBQ fundraiser. More to come later.
SUMMER BACKPACKS 
We are grateful for a small group of volunteers who have helped out at  
York Benevolent Association filling backpacks for students. Thank you, Lee for  
organizing this outreach. If you would like to volunteer, please contact him.
BROWNIES 
aBaking and delivery is going very well. Next delivery date is August 6th. Please have those  
delicious desserts at the church by 10:00. Thank you so much for your faithfulness.
TOILET PAPER PAPER TOWEL SUNDAY 
Since our church is gathering once again, I have a call in to check if the York County Food Bank is accepting items, 
specifically TPPT. As of yet, I have not heard back. Indications seem to be that they are not taking their regular donations. I 
will let you know of any changes.
MONTHLY BUDGETED MINISTRY CONTRIBUTIONS 
We are so grateful to the congregation for faithfully continuing your financial contributions, making it possible to support 
our varied ministries without interruption. It is such a blessing to be able to do so.
LOOKING FORWARD
Because we missed the One Great Hour of Sharing offering, there will be more information coming soon in regard to this 
special collection.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES
It is wonderful to be able to report that the Shoebox ministry will go forward this year. These shoeboxes, filled with 
clothing, toys and personal hygiene items, are such a blessing for those who receive them. Even better than the gifts, it is 
an opportunity to introduce the children to Jesus Christ. Every box contains information about our Savior and an invitation 
to attend weekly classes to learn more about Him. What a wonderful way to reach out around the world! For more 
information, google Operation Christmas Child, where you will find all the information you need regarding age ranges, 
what to pack (and not to pack) in the boxes, in addition to many other FAQs. We can provide some handouts as well. The 
national collection dates are November 16-23. In early October they will post locations where the boxes can be dropped 
off. Feel free to fill as many as you like.

NOTES OF GRATITUDE 
 East York Elementary School: We received a lovely note from Denise Fuhrman, Principal, thanking the 
congregation for supporting the students and staff at EYES through the backpack program and the reading and math 
programs. She and her staff are extremely grateful and are looking forward to ways we can continue our partnership.
 Dallastown Area Middle School: Barbara Terroso, Assistant Principal, sent a very nice note thanking us for the $250 
we sent as financial support for their facial shield making project for the nursing home facilities in the York Area. These 
shields provided protection for both staff and residents. What a blessing to help people stay healthy!
 Dan, Denise and Isaiah Anderson: They sent a lovely note thanking the congregation for our continued support, 
even during these difficult days. They, like so many others, had to make adjustments in their ministry by using other means 
of staying connected while apart. They love to be supported by our prayers as well.
Please visit the Mission Bulletin Board in the back of the church to see additional letters of thanks and other ways for 
supporting some of the ministries. I know LifePath is looking for small bottles of water for their sack meals they give out, as 
well as for their residents. A quick call to 717-845-7662 will tell you where to drop it off!
Georgia Mazzolla,  Missions



Eastminster Presbyterian Church 5

Preschool
THE RETURN TO PRESCHOOL         
Who would have ever guessed on Friday March 13, 2020 that we would be saying goodbye, not for the 
weekend, but for the rest of the school year?  It has been a quiet Spring and Summer in the preschool 
hallway.  The preschool staff is eager to return for the 2020-2021 school year!  This year will bring many 
changes, as we work to keep everyone safe from the Covid-19 virus.  Many extra supplies may be needed 
to help facilitate new policies and procedures.  The preschool will have a wish list for donations for the 
start of the school year.  Please feel free to contact the preschool for an updated list at any time.
Preschool Office: 717-755-0543
Preschool Email:  eastminsterpreschool@gmail.com

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR         
We are still accepting applications for the 3’s class for the 2020-2021 school year.   
Please contact the preschool office for information on class days and times.
3 year/2 day:  Tuesday/Thursday 9:00-11:15, $145/month
3 year/3 day:  Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:00-11:15, $170/month

Remembered in Prayer Last Month

Eastminster Presbyterian Church –  
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry

All our Military Men and Women around the  
world and their families back home

Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Andrew Frey
Becky Husson and Family & Friends
Sammy (Holly Gaunt’s grandson)
Laura Mook 
Jack Parker
Friends & Family of Doris Ward

Our EPC Shut-in’s
COVID-19 Pandemic
Our country & world
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Facilities Management Committ ee 
WELCOME BACK  
When York County entered the “green phase” (hopefully we stay green), worship returned to the EPC campus and 
it was so wonderful to share Sunday morning services with you in person.  Harold and the FMC volunteers have 
facilitated the reopening of our campus.  We ask anyone coming to EPC, to please wear your mask, practice social 
distancing and use the sanitizers in the various rooms to insure we do not become a “hotspot.”

Several FMC volunteers have continued to come in during the COVID 19 pandemic, but they work safely using all of 
the CDC guidelines.  A total of 97 hours were spent, mostly on landscaping, but working to prepare the preschool 
for a September reopening.  The fogger we ordered months ago has yet to arrive but once it does, we will be able to 
sanitize rooms more efficiently, as our #1 priority is the safety of our church family and staff.

Summer is almost half over and your FMC volunteers hope you were able to enjoy some vacation get-aways, even 
though restrictions limited those options.  Looking forward to the coming of the fall season and maybe even an 
October Yard Sale.  We send our best wishes to all of the students and staff who will be returning to schools and 
colleges in the next few weeks, whether it is in the actual classroom, doing remote learning or a combination of the 
two.  Prayers for all, as we continue to navigate the challenges of this very difficult time.

Dee Hoyt,  FMC Elder

Miriam Circle  

Presbyterian Women

CAN YOU BELIEVE?         
By the time you are reading this article in the August edition of Pew Points, we will be 
half way through summer, as it has certainly been a different kind of year living with 
COVID 19.
You may not have been able to enjoy a yearly vacation due to travel restrictions, but we 
are able to be back to on campus worship.
Some things don’t change and our grocery card program is one of them.  We did have to 
arrange for drive-thru pick-ups for a few months, but none of us went hungry. Your last 
day to order cards for September will be Sunday, August 30th and pick-up will be the 
following week, September 6th.  Sign-up sheets are once again on the Ushers’ Room 
door, if you are not on the automatic ordering list that Sandy (Weis) and Dee (Giant) maintain.  
You can also call/email an order to either of us.  September 6th is on the Labor Day weekend and if you will not be in town 
that day, please consider prepaying for your cards, as EPC must send in checks that week.  Our figures for last month were 
quite good.  We had total sales of $12,100 and cash back was $605.00.  FMC received $544.50 and P.W. received $60.50.  
Thank you for your continued support of this fundraiser.  Enjoy the last full month of summer, but stay safely 6 feet apart 
and wear your masks!

SPEAKER FOR GIFTS OF WOMEN SUNDAY         
I am very happy to report that Chris Blackford has agreed to be our speaker for Gifts of Women Sunday!  Date to be 
confirmed soon. 
We will have our first meeting of officers (board) on Monday, August 3rd at 6:30pm in the Multi Purpose Room.  I’m 
hoping for good weather so we can get together outside.  We have not been together since February.
We’re not sure what this coming year holds for us (fundraisers and other gatherings). So, for now we’ll meet on August 
3rd and make some decisions based on what is happening then.
When life gets moving again, remember Presbyterian Women is for all women of the church. We’d love to have you 
join us!
Joann Hankey,  Moderator
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Historian
A LOOK BACK IN TIME – 20 YEARS AGO … 2000 
We moved into the 21st century.  The fear of Y2K computer 
issues was all for naught.  The US President was Bill Clinton.  
In November’s election, George W. Bush defeated Al Gore in 
the closest election in history.  Disputed votes in Florida kept 
the outcome in doubt for nearly a month.  
The top grossing movies of 2000 were How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas, Mission Impossible II and Gladiator.  American 
Beauty took home the Oscar for Best Picture.  The top TV 
shows were Who Wants to be a Millionaire, Survivor and 
ER.  Some of the top songs were Music by Madonna and 
Beautiful Day by U2.
The St Louis Rams defeated the Tennessee Titans in Super 
Bowl XXXIV.  Tiger Woods captured three majors on the 
PGA Golf Tour.  The Summer Olympics were held in Sydney, 
Australia.   The US team captured the most gold and overall 
medals.  The NY Yankees defeated the NY Mets in the 
World Series.
The staff  at the Eastminster Presbyterian Church was led 
by Stated Supply Pastor, The Rev. Charles Holsinger, who 
replaced Interim Pastor, Rev. John Potter late in 2000.  Other 
staff  members included Interim Lay Associate, Diane Adams, 
Director of Christian Education, Wendy Smith, Coordinator 
of Pastoral Care, Chris Blackford, and Director of Music, 
Gretchen Dekker.   
The Session members in 2000 were Barbara Blymire, Ellen 
Gibb, Dawn Trattner, Jennette Dunlap, Jim Craft, Tom Glover, 
Linda Krom, Lois Nicholas, Kate StrIckler, Craig Bremer, Hilton 
Foore, John Keagel, Doug McIntosh and Susan Ostman.  
Dawn Trattner served as Clerk of Session.

Membership by the end of 2000 stood at 1,232.  Despite 
the high number of members, the average attendance 
of the two worship services was 301.  The average 
attendance in the Christian Education program was 125. 
Vacation Bible School was held during the summer with 
the theme, “2000 Ark Avenue.  Julie and Brian Stover 
were co-directors.  During the fi nal night of VBS, over 
100 children and adults went to Sight and Sound Theatre 
to watch the production of “Noah.”  The tickets were 
subsidized by the Jack & Lois Haas Fund.
In 2000, Eastminster’s Missions supported the General 
Assembly, Synod of the Trinity, and the Presbytery of 
Donegal.  Donations were also made to missionaries, John 
and Ann Wheeler Wadell (Ethiopia) and Manueall Kauer 
(Argentina), Rock Forge (WV), Kreutz Creek Presbyterian 
Church, WJTL and other charities.  Members actively 
participated in Habitat for Humanity and Jean Webster’s 
Kitchen in Atlantic City, NJ.
Eastminster’s music program was led by Gretchen Dekker, 
who served as Organist, Chancel Choir Director and 
Director of the Good Shepherd Choir.  Other group leaders 
were Julie & Brian Stover (Cherub Choir), Jim Stine (Brass 
with Class and Bells of Eastminster) and Evan Branin (New 
Horizons).
Jan Trattner (Moderator of Presbyterian Women), Kathy 
Fox (President, Board of Deacons) and Margaret Myers 
(Historian) are few of the many other people who helped 
contribute at Eastminster in 2000.
Bob Moore, Church Historian

AugustBIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

Date – Anniversary
  3 – Ken & Kathleen Kellar
  6 – Dennis & Sandy Warner 60 Years
12 – Jack & Shirley Parker
15 – Brian & Julie Stover
15 – Jim & Ruth Woof
17 – Dick & Jan Witzke
18 – Steve & Beverly Queenan
20 – Dana & Pamela Kirkpatrick
21 – Jim & Anita Walker
23 – Gary & Barbara Hess
23 – Ed & Connie Stine
26 – Mary & Larry Boyd
29 – Gary & Sandy Hoff man 50 Years

15 – Gary Hess
16 – Carmen Doyle
20 – Mary Ellen Bowman
20 – Janet Heal
20 – Leslie Lightner
21 – Sally Glover
22 – Connie Stine
23 – Pamela Kirkpatrick
24 – Lee Hankey
30 – Robby Elzinga
30 – Sam Stover

Date – Birthday  

  1 – Phyllis Harnish
  3 – Judie Lightfoot
  3 – Liam Courtney 
  3 – Ally Rohrbaugh
  7 – Leslie Johnston
11 – Michelle McWilliams
12 – Beverly Queenan
12 – Todd Lord
12 – Brian Stover
14 – James Craft
14 – Tim Ruth

Dennis & Sandy Warner 
8•6•2020   60 Years

Gary & Sandy Hoff man
8•29•2020   50 Years



CONTACT INFORMATION 
www.eastminster-york.org

Stephens Lytch, Transitional Pastor 717-755-6222 
 epcyorkpastor@gmail .com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 717-891-4536  
 randy .epcyork@gmail .com

Beth Anne Foess, Admin Assistant 717-755-6222  
 epcyorkoffice@gmail .com

Harold Smith, Facilities Manager  717-314-9281  
 harold .epcyork@gmail .com

Newsletter Info newsletter .epcyork@gmail .com

Accounting/Finance 717-757-5217  
 epcfinance@gmail .com

Carly VonStein, Pre-School Director 717-755-0543  
 eastminsterpreschool@gmail .com
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Financial Report
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF JUNE 30, 2020

Ordinary Income Actual Budget
 *Envelope Offering 186,868.24 191,532.00
 Open Plate  921.12 2,430.00
 Sunday School 
  Offering 0.00 0.00
 Per Capita 4,993.12 6,271.00       
 Rental Income 19,200.00 29,728.00
 Interest Income  
  (checking) 0.00 0.00
 Misc. Income 41,814.13 5,974.00

 Total Budget 
  Income 253,796.61 235,935.00

Expenses  
 Payroll 115,896.60   127,058.28
 Accounting Services 5,140.28 5,250.00
 Per Capita Expense 5,661.00 5,661.00
 Bank Expenses 55.00 70.00 
 Moving Expenses 0.00 0.00 
  Search Expense 2,381.64 2,400.00 
  Deacons’ Open Plate 
  Communion 447.10 600.00
 Stephen Ministries 147.20 150.00 
  Education 391.28 1,090.00
 Congregational Life/
  Outreach 475.72 1,865.00
 Stewardship 496.11 1,250.00 
  Communications 662.85 262.00
 Mission 18,250.00 20,040.00
 Worship 2,168.45 3,825.00
 Administration 0.00 840.00
 Plant Expenses 38,331.43 44,265.00
 General Expenses 6,637.74 8,610.00
 Total Budget 
  Expenses 197,142.40 223,236.28

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting an article or announcement for next 

month’s “Pew Points” is the 15th of this month.   
Please email your information to:  

newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com  
Thanks!

*Includes lump sum annual contributions. 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402


