
July, 2020   •   Vol. 8, Number 11EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, YORK PA

Inside This Issue

Session    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2

Music Ministry   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3

Stephen Minisrty .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3

Eastminster Cares .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

Deacons .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5

FMC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6 

Eastminster women .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6

Historian  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7

 The renewed awareness of racial injustice is having an impact 
in every corner of our society. Anyone who has taken part in a 
training program in diversity and inclusion knows what a complex 
and sometimes painful process that can be. I was in my 50s 
before I realized how pervasive systemic racism is and how much 
I’ve benefited from it. That shouldn’t be a hard concept for us 
Presbyterians to grasp since we are firm believers in the reality of 
original and corporate sin. We confess it at the beginning of every 
worship service in our corporate prayer of confession. Yet we also 
have hope. We know that Christ has redeemed this fallen world 
and the Holy Spirit works through us to reconcile all people. I trust 
that, along with most of our sister churches of all denominations, 
Eastminster will build on your ministry of outreach to the poor and 
marginalized and live into our identity as people of God whom God 
has called to cast our lot with “the least of these.” 

Yours in faith, Steve Lytch Transitional Pastor

PEW POINTS 

Diversity & Inclusion

EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
will resume worship services

SUNDAY, JULY 5TH
Outdoor Worship will resume at 9am. 

Worship in the sanctuary will resume 11am using CDC recommendations. 
Outdoor services will be cancelled for inclement weather.
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Worship

Session
NOTES FROM YOUR SESSION 
Session met on June 15th with the main topic being how do we move forward now that York County has gone Green.  
Hopefully, you will have received either a blast email or hard mail copy of how we are going forward prior to this article coming 
out.  Here is what was decided.

In person worship services will start on July 5th.  That means both the outdoor and sanctuary services will be held.  However, 
there will be stipulations that come into play.  Eastminster will be issuing guidelines to be followed.  They will be detailed and 
provided to every member.  Those will be sent out electronically and by regular mail the week of June 22.  As you can expect 
social distancing and CDC guideline will be at the heart of those requirements.  Communion for July has been canceled.

At the present time we do not have the ability to sanitize the entire sanctuary between services.  If there is inclement weather 
for the 9AM service, it will be canceled and not moved inside.  Since the decision to cancel is normally made at the last minute, 
there is no way to inform the congregation of the action.  If the decision can be made Saturday night, a notice will be placed on 
the church answering machine. We will still hold the 11AM service both in person and live streamed.  

Outside groups will not be allowed to use church facilities until further notice.  The Session will review that decision at its July 
meeting.  Internal groups and committees should use their discretion as to when and how to resume in person meetings.  

The coffee hour will not resume until the Fall. 

At this point no decision has been made on whether the Yard Sale and Chicken BBQ will be held in the Fall.

The staff will resume normal working hours, onsite, during the week of July 5th.

Our Pastor Nominating Committee continues its work and is close to extending an offer.

Our members have stepped up by several accepting officer position for the coming term.  The Nominating Committee has 
filled the slate.  Good job to them.  

Session meets the third Monday of each month.  If anyone would like to attend a Session meeting, please contact the clerk 
(Jack Hynd).  The next meeting will be held at the church on July 15th at 7:00PM.

JULY 5th          
Welcome Back 
Amos 7:1-17 
1 Peter 2:9-10

JULY 12th 
Genesis 25:19-34 
Romans 9:6-18

JULY 19th          
Genesis 28:10-17 
Revelation 21:1-5

JULY 26th          
Genesis 32:22-32

Remembered in Prayer Last Month

Eastminster Presbyterian Church –  
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry

All our Military Men and Women around the  
world and their families back home

Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Benji Border 
Andrew Frey 
Lloyd Frey 
Ginny Freytag 
Sam Gregory 
The Family & Friends of Sam Gregory 

Dave McIntosh 
Laura Mook 
Jack Parker 
Our EPC Shut-in’s 
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Music Ministry 
LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!
We are looking forward to seeing you in church again on Sunday, July 5.   
For the past six weeks, we have been making video recordings during the week  
and then posting them on our website for you to see on the weekend.  Beginning,  
July 5, however, we will begin to actually broadcast the 11:00 a.m. service live . . . as  
it happens.  Many thanks to our soloists for volunteering to add beautiful music to our services and  
to Beth Anne Foess for operating the video camera.

There has been a lot of activity at the church as we prepare to welcome you back. The video has been adjusted 
week by week to improve and stabilize the picture and sound. Mark Krom donated a high-quality tripod for the 
camera. Bob Casbeer has built a platform for the video camera. Harold Smith and Foster Hoyt spent hours running 
an internet cable from the front of the sanctuary down through the floor, across the ceiling of Fellowship Hall and up 
to the soundboard at the back of the sanctuary. Glenn Bloss has provided greatly improved lighting for the front of 
the sanctuary. Members of the Worship committee are implementing a plan to hold services while maintaining safe 
social distance. And members of the Facilities Management committee have thoroughly cleaned the sanctuary and 
kept the church grounds in beautiful condition. It’s been a busy place!

Now, you’ll have three opportunities for worship each Sunday morning:  the 9:00 a.m. outdoor service (unless it 
rains, in which case the service will be canceled), the 11:00 a.m. service in the sanctuary (rain or shine) or the live-
stream of the 11:00 a.m. service on the website.  But wait, there’s more!  If you’re away or get up too late on Sunday 
morning to make it to church, you can still watch the video of the service any time after the service is finished.  

See you soon!  
Randy Yoder,  Director of Music

Stephen Ministry
GETTING TO KNOW YOUR STEPHEN MINISTERS         
Dee Hoyt wears many hats at Eastminster.  We hear her in the choir most Sundays, we see her at  
the grocery card pick-up every month, we read her articles in Pew Point on the work of the  
Building and Grounds committee which she chairs as the Elder, and you taste her goodies at  
church dinners and meetings as she is loves to cook .  She is also known as the card lady (as well  
as the cat lady) as we receive her greetings in the mail.  Although Dee is considered rather  
talkative, as a Stephen Minister, she is an attentive listener with a heart full of compassion.
Here are some things you may not know about Dee.  She was born in the Bronx in New York City  
and lived there until she was six when they moved to Bergenfield, New Jersey, just across the  
river from the city.  She stayed there until she came to York in 2003 to be near her daughter and granddaughters.  After 
high school, she attended and graduated from Montclair State College (now a university) with a B.A. degree in Home 
Economics. From the age of 14 and through college she worked as a stock girl in a fashion store.  In fact, she got her 
engagement ring from Foster in the bra and girdle department. Dee met Foster when she was 17 at a local Dunkin Donut 
when he was home on an Air Force leave shortly before being shipped overseas.  They were married when he returned 
two years later.  
Dee wanted to go into the ministry, but her church did not ordain women, even as Elder and Deacon, so she sang in the 
choir, taught Sunday School and served as Sunday School Superintendent for nine years. When the church finally allowed 
women as Deacons, Dee was the first one ordained.
Her first teaching job was in Hoboken, but after the twins were born and raised, she worked in Bergenfield until she came 
to York.  She loved the work of preparing students for life, teaching everything from balancing checkbooks to parenting.  
When they moved to York, Dee knew Eastminster was the church for her after the first visit.  Her involvement here 
includes Miriam Circle, Cool Knitters, NOAH, Deacons, Congregation Life Committee, Christian Ed committee, VBS, Share 
and Care as well as other activities mentioned earlier.  But closest to her heart is Stephen Ministry.  She states “I feel 
blessed to be part of this group.  Being there for our care receivers as well as each other puts God’s love, care, and comfort 
into this world.”  Eastminster has been so blessed by having the Hoyts in our church.
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Eastminster Cares
ADDITIONAL DONATIONS 
As indicated last month, the committee decided on your behalf, to donate an additional $400 to the four ministries we 
currently support and one additional ministry, Central Pennsylvania Food Bank—the source of much of the food that 
supports York City and County shelters and food banks. The four others were Our Daily Bread, York County Food Bank, 
LifePath and York Benevolent Association, all of which provide food for those in difficult circumstances. If it had not been 
for your generous giving to Easter Food Gift Cards, which exceeded the needed amount, and donations to the general 
mission donation fund, this would not have been possible. We thank God and are incredibly grateful for your support of 
these ministries.
DALLASTOWN AREA MIDDLE SCHOOL 
In mid-May, Jo Watson received a call from her daughter, a school employee, telling her the school had been contacted by 
local nursing homes expressing a need for face masks. The school took it upon themselves to get necessary specifications 
to make the shielded masks and began the project—constructing up to 500 at the time. When they were running low on 
financial resources, Jo asked if there was money available through missions to assist in filling the need. The committee 
decided upon a $250 donation that would help make approximately 100+ additional masks. Teachers also had their 
students write notes to the shut-ins at those homes. What a wonderful, worthwhile and thoughtful project! Thank you, 
Congregation, and congratulations, DAMS.
BROWNIE BAKERS 
We are once again in the brownie-making business for Our Daily Bread. Please have your brownies to the church by 10:00, 
Thursday, July 2nd! Thank you.
YORK BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 
YBA has been busy packing 400 backpack-like food bags a week for the York City Schools. EPC is working on getting two 
teams together, similar to what we do during the school year, on Monday mornings (except at 9:00) to pack about 200 
bags. If you are available and willing to volunteer as a regular or substitute, please contact Lee Hankey. We will be following 
CDC guidelines for safety. Thank you for your consideration.
WE RECEIVE NOTES OF GRATITUDE 
 LifePath: Its acting director sent this hand written note: “To our friends at Eastminster, In this unprecedented time, 
thank you for remembering those in the shadows of life. Too, be encouraged as you trust God in this time of human frailty. 
In Jesus, Steve Brubaker.” A letter was included thanking you for the additional $400.00 gift, making it easier to assist those 
who in need. They can feed an individual for $2.17. Imagine the number they can feed with your donation!
 York Benevolent Association: Carleen Farabaugh sent an email ‘thanking you very much for the extra $400 check 
you sent to support the student food program.” The families are very grateful for the extra support this summer!
 Our Daily Bread: Jim Koch thanks EPC for its “continued support of Our Daily Bread with your (additional) donation 
of $400 and the (quarterly donation) $500. We greatly appreciate your generosity, as together we continue to help the 
poor of York County. Together we will make this spring a bit easier for those in need.” What a blessing to know, that while 
we needed to remain at home, we still had the opportunity to support those who are providing for the least of these in our 
community. Thank you for your generous hearts for those in need! 
We are abundantly blessed and look forward to the time we can be together again—worshipping, working and 
volunteering. Hope you are all doing well. We gratefully remain in His Grip of Grace.
Georgia Mazzolla,  Missions
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Deacons

Presbytery Gathering

HELLO, AND HAPPY SUMMER EVERYONE!         
Upon resuming church services (July 15th), the Deacons are requesting that the individual(s) providing the Sunday flowers 
please take them along following the 11:00 service. We are temporarily suspending the Deacon flower deliveries due to 
the visiting restrictions in care homes and also to be mindful of visiting others while practicing best safety protocols.
If you are unable to collect the flowers, please notify the church when payment and dedication instructions are made, so 
we know to send them home with someone else.
Another reminder that the Eastminster  Deacons have a hospital equipment loaner program, to assist with mobility and 
support issues. Available items and accessories: Bed support rail, bedside commode, portable lifting cushion, shower 
chair, toilet safety frame, and elevated toilet seat. Also: Wheelchairs, walkers (incl. basket & tray) and assorted canes.
Lastly, we hope that everyone is keeping safe and staying well during these uncertain times.
If you would like to contact a deacon re any of the above - church flowers, medical equip., or care & support issues; please 
contact the church office and Beth Anne Foess will take it from there.
Tel: 717-755-6222 (Mon - Thurs)
email: epcyorkoffice@gmail.com

HIGHLIGHTS FROM MAY 19, 2020         
•  The half day gathering was held via Zoom with 104 signing on.
•  At the Pre-Gathering Workshop, considerations for resuming in-person worship and activities,  
   and thriving as a Church dispersed were discussed and led by Michael Wilson and Erin Cox-Holmes.
•  Representatives from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance presented a panel discussion on Resiliency, Care for the  
   Caregiving, and Sustaining Over the Long Haul.  The panel included Kathy Kirk, PDA Team Lead for Emotional & Spiritual 
   Care, and Jim Kirk, PDA Associate for National Disaster Response.  As our time in this period of COVID-19 continued 
   through the season of Easter and Pentecost, the panel focused on self-care and resilience for all who serve in leadership 
   roles and minister in ever-changing ways in their congregations.  They also considered the need for continued attention 
   to our own well-being amid the challenges and joys of planning for a return to face-to-face worship along with 
   providing virtual access for those who cannot attend in person.  We then broke into small (Zoom) groups to discuss how 
   we individually dealt with stress in our lives, and the leader offered tools to deal with anxiety.
•  A worship service was held with Executive Presbyter Erin Cox-Holmes preaching.
•  There was a financial update of the Presbytery 2020 Budget by the Administrative Committee.  The 2020 budget was 
   compared to the actual income statement for the same period which showed the adjustments which occurred 
   because of COVID-19.  For the first quarter of 2020, Per Capita and Mission income are on target and expenses are down.  
   Because the Admin Committee has been unable to meet, the first reading of the 2021 budget has been delayed until 
   the September 22nd Presbytery Gathering.
•  Installation of Vice-Moderator Matt Randolph and the commissioning of the General Assembly Commissioners  
   were performed.
Richard Witzke,  Donegal Commissioner Elder



 6 PEW POINTS

Facilities Management Committ ee 
KERMIT AND YORK COUNTY ARE GREEN  
The famous frog sings that “it is not easy being green” but I am sure that everyone is more than happy to be out from 
under the strict “lockdown” of the past months.  That doesn’t mean precautions are lifted.  Wear those masks, wash 
your hands and social distance so that we can keep the rate of COVID 19 infections going down.  While we are on the 
green “subject,” the EPC campus looks so beautiful with flowering gardens and its lush lawns.  The severe storms that 
blew through a few weeks ago did quite a bit of “tree trimming.”  Several of us and the FMC volunteers spent hours 
removing all of the branches that littered the property.  The FMC volunteers spent a total of 90 hours on campus doing 
the monthly security systems checks, landscaping, painting and other needed projects, which included addressing 
the broken line on our flag pole. They are following CDC guidelines when working at EPC to insure everyone stays as 
healthy as possible.

Session met on June 15th and discuss reopening our campus for both worship and limited activities.  FMC has ordered 
a “fogger” that will hopefully be delivered shortly.  This will enable us to sanitize the sanctuary, lavatories and rooms as 
needed.  The sanctuary itself was deep cleaned, which included shampooing the carpet, vacuuming pew cushions and 
sanitizing pews.  The Outdoor Worship Center has been prepared as well with landscaping (mostly weeds and poison 
ivy) and benches waterproofed.  We will begin work in the preschool this month to prepare the rooms for a 
September opening.

Our annual Yard Sale on June 13th was cancelled and we are looking into the possibility of a Fall event.  It all depends 
on COVID 19 protocols.  I know many of us have spent these past months cleaning out closets, cabinets and drawers 
and are looking to either sell items ourselves or donate to FMC to sell.

Hopefully by the time you are reading the July Pew Points, we are either back together in worship or just a Sunday or 
two away from such a “homecoming”.  We have missed each other but we thank Pastor Steve, Randy, Beth Anne and 
soloists for our video services each week.  Our two cats have even joined us at the computer for parts of the service.  
They seem to especially enjoy the music but either leave or sleep through the sermon.  Please don’t take it personally  
Pastor Steve!  Take care, stay safe and keep all those impacted by these challenging times in our thoughts and prayers.

Dee Hoyt,  FMC Elder

Miriam Circle  
SMILES BEHIND THE MASK         
Yes, York County entered the green phase of “reopening” on June 12th, five days after our 
grocery card distribution in the EPC parking lot. It was such a joy to greet so many of our 
church family as they drove up to the tables. This article’s deadline is prior to the June 
Session meeting where Elders will decide on a plan moving forward to bring us back on 
campus for worship and other activities so we may or may not continue the drive-thru 
card distribution.  The last day to order your August cards will be Sunday, July 26th, 
pick-up on Sunday, August 2nd.  If we are back to our normal Sunday worship, cards 
will be available after both services.  If we are still worshiping from home, pick-up will be 
between 9:30AM-11AM.  Sandy (Weis) and Dee (Giant) maintain a list of monthly orders so 
unless there is a change to the amounts, you do not need to contact/sign-up.  If you are not 
on these lists, we need to hear from you.  Fingers crossed that we will be back together for 
the month and you can add your name and amounts to the sign-up sheets on the Ushers’ Room door.  Otherwise, please 
phone or email us and we will add you to our order sheets.  Keep in mind that some schools and colleges will be starting 
at the end of August and you may want additional cards for all of those needed items . Our sales for last month totaled 
$11,700, with cash-back of $585,00.  FMC received $526.50 and P.W. received $58.50. Even though we are in a new 
phase of “flattening the curve,” guidelines call for masks, social distancing, sanitizing and limiting the use of cash when we 
shop.  Our grocery cards are a great way to make our purchases so we are minimizing contact with cashiers.   As always, 
we thank you for supporting this fundraising project and we continue to keep you in our thoughts and prayers during 
what has become a very challenging time.  Stay safe.
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Historian
A LOOK BACK IN TIME – 30 YEARS AGO … 1990 
The US President was George H.W. Bush.  Bob Casey was 
the Governor of PA.  Some significant events included the 
release of Nelson Mandela from a South African prison and 
the reunification of Germany. In August, Saddam Hussein 
ordered the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait.  The US and UK 
responded by sending troops to the Middle East as part of 
Operation Desert Shield. 
In the entertainment world, the top TV shows were Cheers, 
60 Minutes and Roseanne.  The top songs were Hold On 
by Wilson Phillips, It Must Have Been Love by Roxette and 
Nothing Compares 2 U by Sinead O’Connor.  The top grossing 
films were Ghost, Home Alone and Pretty Woman.  The 
1990 Academy Awards saw the Best Picture Oscar go to 
Driving Miss Daisy.  Denzell Washington captured the Best 
Supporting Actor for Glory.
The San Francisco 49ers defeated the Denver Broncos in 
Super Bowl XXIV.  The Cincinnati Reds swept the Oakland 
A’s in the World Series.  Dale Earnhart captured the NASCAR 
Winston Cup.
In York, Pennsylvania, the staff at the Eastminster 
Presbyterian Church included Rev. Raymond K. Rossnagel 
(Minister), Rev. Bruce E. Cadenhead (Associate Minister) and 
Rev. Kathryn A. Willoughby (Associate Minister).  
Session members were Chris Blackford, Bill Johnston, Bruce 
Bobb, John Henty, Marilyn Alligood, Judy Sonnenberg, Kay 
Schauer, Bob Schindo, George Myers, Stephen Gladfelter, 

Dave McIntosh, Laura Mook, Beth Markowitz and Bob 
Smith.  George Myers served as Clerk.
Church Membership by the end of 1990 stood at 1,284.  
The average attendance was 460 for Church Services and 
256 for Sunday School.
Gary Hoffman served as Sunday School Superintendent 
during the 11:00 Hour.  The duties for the 9:30 Hour were 
shared among the Elders.  Other Christian Education 
highlights included an Eastminster Camp at Camp 
Donegal in June for children in grades 3-8; Vacation Bible 
School, which was coordinated by Wendy Smith; and the 
Nativity Figurines, which were coordinated by  
Dolly Wheeler.
Congregational Life oversaw completion of a new Pictorial 
Directory and handled the social time in Fellowship Hall 
between church services, serving coffee and refreshments.  
The Church Picnic in September was forced to move into 
Fellowship Hall due to uncooperative weather.
The directors of the Music Program were Jan Kehr (Senior 
Choir), Rev. Bruce Cadenhead (Youth Choir), Elaine 
Kauffman (Junior Choir), Bonnie Lepson (Cherub Choir) 
and Jim Stine (Bells of Eastminster and Junior High Bell 
Choir).  Organist, Gene Myers, completed his 20th year of 
service in 1990.  A special service featuring his music and a 
reception was held on November 6th.
 Bob Moore, Church Historian

July BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

Date – Anniversary
  3 – Don & Julie Currie
11 – Ralph & Kay Matunis
24 – Sean & Beth Barba
28 – Mike & Sue Bergeron
31 – Ben & Sharon Musser 55 years

18 – Carl Klinedinst
18 – Steve Queenan
18 – Kristin Witmer
20 – Chuck Campbell
21 – Steve Lytch
21 – Denny Jordan
23 – Grace Tollinger
23 – Nancy Wagner
23 – Sharon Musser
24 – Shannon Kapsak
25 – Lois Moore
25 – Laura Mook
27 – Nancy Kingman
29 – Josephine Witmer
31 – Sharon Hopkins
31 – Connie Hafer

Date – Birthday  

  3 – Glenn Bloss
  4 – Roger Shultz
  6 – Sarah Blackford
  6 – Linda Pugh
  7 – Katherine Woodbury
  8 – Peggy Deming
  8 – Sylvia Arnold
  9 – Sandy Hoffman
  9 – Dottie Osborn
  9 – Julie Currie
11 – Mary Bentz
11 – Linda Williams
12 – Jared Hopkins
14 – Joanne Stover
14 – Hilton Foore
14 – Marilyn DiCola
15 – Jim Walker



CONTACT INFORMATION 
www.eastminster-york.org

Stephens Lytch, Transitional Pastor 717-755-6222 
 epcyorkpastor@gmail .com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 717-891-4536  
 randy .epcyork@gmail .com

Beth Anne Foess, Admin Assistant 717-755-6222  
 epcyorkoffice@gmail .com

Harold Smith, Facilities Manager  717-314-9281  
 harold .epcyork@gmail .com

Newsletter Info newsletter .epcyork@gmail .com

Accounting/Finance 717-757-5217  
 epcfinance@gmail .com

Carly VonStein, Pre-School Director 717-755-0543  
 eastminsterpreschool@gmail .com
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Financial Report
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF MAY 31, 2020

Ordinary Income Actual Budget
 *Envelope Offering 168,143.24 161,094.00
 Open Plate  921.12 2,112.00
 Sunday School 
  Offering 0.00 0.00
 Per Capita 4,993.12 6,103.00       
 Rental Income 19,200.00 28,892.00
 Interest Income  
  (checking) 0.00 0.00
 Misc. Income 40,904.30 3,474.00

 Total Budget 
  Income 234,161.78 201,675.00

Expenses  
 Payroll 97,396.01   107,623.16
 Accounting Services 4,539.06 4,375.00
 Per Capita Expense 4,717.50 4,717.50
 Bank Expenses 55.00 70.00 
 Moving Expenses 0.00 0.00 
  Search Expense 2,251.69 1,600.00 
  Deacons’ Open Plate 
  Communion 447.10 500.00
 Stephen Ministries 147.20 125.00 
  Education 391.28 865.00
 Congregational Life/
  Outreach 475.72 1,598.00
 Stewardship 496.11 1,050.00 
  Communications 121.35 210.00
 Mission 14,250.00 16,700.00
 Worship 1,485.65 3,275.00
 Administration 0.00 700.00
 Plant Expenses 28,600.95 37,761.00
 General Expenses 5,864.28 7,175.00
 Total Budget 
  Expenses 161,238.90 188,344.66

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting an article or announcement for next 

month’s “Pew Points” is the 15th of this month.   
Please email your information to:  

newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com  
Thanks!

*Includes lump sum annual contributions. 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402


