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3rd Sunday of Advent 
  

December 15, 2019 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

+Please silence cell phones during the worship service+ 

 
* = Please stand, if you are able.  
 

• If you would like the Pastor to announce and pray for a joy or concern during the Prayers 

of the People, please complete a gold Prayer Request form (located in the Friendship Pads) 

and place it in the offering plate when it is passed. 
 

 

 
WE GATHER BEFORE GOD  

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PASSING OF FELLOWSHIP PADS 
 

PRELUDE Christmas Dreams Overture Heather Sorenson

  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Luke 1:46-47; Philippians 4:4-5) 
 

Leader:   My soul magnifies the Lord; 

People:   my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

Leader:   Rejoice in the Lord; again, rejoice! 

People:   Be gentle to all: the Lord is near. 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 

Almighty God, you have made us and all things to serve you. Now prepare the 

world for your rule. Come quickly to save us, so that wars and violence shall end, 

and your children may live in peace, honoring one another with justice and love; 

through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

 

 

*HYMN NO.  41 O Come All Ye Faithful Adeste Fideles

  

 

 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

(The Advent candles symbolize light growing in darkness – leading up to the coming of 

Jesus Christ, the light of the world.) 

Leader:  We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ. As the Lord 

has promised, in the days to come: The nations shall beat their swords into 

plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 

People:  nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 

anymore. 

Leader:  The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

People:  the calf and the lion and the fatling will lie down together, and a little 

child shall lead them. 

Leader:  The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and 

blossom; 

People:  like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 

singing. 

Three candles are lit. 

Leader:  Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

People:  Amen. 

CALL TO CONFESSION (Matthew 3:2-3) 

Leader:  A voice is crying out in the wilderness: 

People:     Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near. 

Leader:     Confident of God’s mercy, let us confess our sin against God and neighbor. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. 

We confess that we have not expected your kingdom, for we live casual lives, 

ignoring your promised judgment. We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse 

the earth, and refuse your justice and peace. In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us 

wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek things that will endure when Christ 

comes to judge the world.  

SILENT CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE (Isaiah 12:3-4) 
 

Leader:   With joy, let us draw water from the springs of salvation. 

People:  Give thanks to the Lord; call on God’s name. 

Leader:  In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   What Star is This (vs. 4) Puer Nobis, Nascitur 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 
WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

 
CHRISTMAS DREAMS                                                      Joseph M. Martin and Heather Sorenson          

     PART 1 

     I – ADVENT DREAMS 

    II – THE PROMISE AND THE PRAYER 

  III – A NEW MORNING OF PROMISE 

 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE 
 

OFFERING    

OFFERTORY                                             Morning Song               arr. Joseph M. Martin                  

                                                                  Gretchen Dekker, piano   

 



*OFFERING RESPONSE In the Bleak Midwinter (vs. 4) Cranham 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)   PH, pg. 16 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever.  Amen.  

 

*HYMN NO. 53 What Child is This? Greensleeves 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DREAMS                                                      Joseph M. Martin and Heather Sorenson          

     PART 2 

   IV – ALL THROUGH THE NIGHT 

    V – CHRISTMAS DREAMS 

  VI – HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

 

WE DEPART FOR SERVICE 
 

 

*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    

 



*BENEDICTION RESPONSE       While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks, vs. 6 Christmas 

 
   
POSTLUDE Sing We Now of Christmas arr. Matthew McConnell

  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Green children’s worship bags are available and hanging on the wall in the Narthex at 
the rear of the church. 
Wireless personal listening devices are available in the Sanctuary by contacting an 
usher. 
 

The Presbyterian Hymnal is available in large print. 
If you would like to use one, please ask an usher. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

LEADING WORSHIP 
 

The Rev. Dr. Stephens Lytch, Transitional Pastor 
Randy Yoder, Director of Music 

Advent Candlelighter(s):  (9:00) Karen Boyer and Chuck Campbell 
(11:00) Bob and Sharon Hopkins 

Ushers:  (9:00) Mike Bergeron, Daniel May, John Ehrat, Jim May 
(11:00) Jeff Senft, Foster Hoyt, Tom Glover, Ralph Matunis 

Musicians: 
Joan Beekey, keyboard harp, tympani, percussion ~ Sarah Blackford, oboe 
Gretchen Dekker, piano ~ Noah Dekker, violin ~ Sophie Dekker, cello 

Anna Hallett, violin ~ Leah Jorgensen, French horn 
Chuck Long, trumpet ~ Hailey Paiva, flute ~ Tim Ruth ~ cello 

 



 

 

The flowers in the chancel today are given to the Glory of God  
by Bill and Lois Moore in memory of our parents and in honor of our sons, 

their wives and our grandchildren. 

 
 

 

 

What is the meaning of the blue banners in the sanctuary?   

Advent is a time of anticipation, waiting and longing for the arrival of the Messiah.  

Isaiah, the prophet spoke of the people that walked in darkness for they were longing for 

their King. Our lives can be dark and hopeless like those dark banners. But as we move 

through the weeks of Advent, we are reminded again of God’s promise fulfilled in the 

birth of Jesus. The banners become lighter as we focus on that promise of joy and peace 

and hope, and we too follow that star and walk in the light. 

 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

NEXT SUNDAY, December 22, Pastor Lytch’s sermon title is “Signs of Hope;” 

the scripture texts are Isaiah 7:10-16 and Romans 1:1-7. The Chancel Choir will sing at 

the 11 a.m. service. 

 

NATIVITY FIGURINE PROGRAM -- Today is Figurine Sunday!  The children 

will be receiving their figurines during Sunday school, according to their age or year in 

school.  We hope that they will enjoy them for many years to come.  This program has 

provided many children from Eastminster with a Nativity set to take with them to use in 

their own homes and perhaps pass down to their own children someday.  If you need a 

replacement figurine or stable, we can offer you a replacement. Questions or requests 

may be directed to Jan Witzke (717-757-3155) or Lori Topper (717-755-7617).  

 

ENVELOPES – The giving envelopes are now available to be picked up in the 

Narthex. Please wait until January 2020 to use the new envelopes! Also, any offering 

received in 2019 will be reflected on your 2019 giving statement, regardless of 

whether it is intended for 2020. 

 



REMEMBER OUR SHUT-IN MEMBERS! -- Please take a little time and send 

Christmas cards to those members of Eastminster who are confined to their homes and 

nursing facilities.  Your warm words of Christmas joy will be a blessing and comfort to 

these recipients.  There are lists of shut-in members for your use in the narthex. Please 

take one and share your holiday spirit!       

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

OUR CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: 

5 p.m. ~ Family service   

9 p.m. ~ Traditional Candlelight Service with Communion 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Please keep these people in your prayers this week: 

+All our military men and women around the world and their families back home+ 
+Eastminster Presbyterian Church – its congregation, mission, and ministry+ 

+ Stephen Ministers and their care receivers+ 
 

Marilyn DiCola 
Hilton Foore 

Ed Jung 
Nancy Kingman 

Jerry and Tania O’Hearn 
Doris Ward 

 
 

If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list, 
please first obtain that person’s permission and then drop a note in the offering plate 
or contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 717-755-6222. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
CHRISTMAS DREAMS 

 
I. Advent Dreams 

God, who made the stars of light and placed them high above, send dazzling hope to 
thrill the night.  Restore our fragile love.  O speak in silver words of grace.  Shine joy 
in every heart.  Make our world Your dwelling place, and let the healing start.  Oh, 
come to us, Emmanuel.  We lift our dreams to you.  Our hopes, our prayers, each 
need each care….Your word is ever true.  God, who placed the hope of peace in every 
human dream, come and make our struggles cease, and all our scars redeem.  Then 
send us music from the skies to teach us harmony; a word of truth, a song of life, a 
sacred symphony.  Oh, God of wonders, hear our plea…… descend to us today.  Oh, 
come, and set Your people free, and take our sins away.  Oh, come, Thou long 
expected One.  We long to be restored.  You are heaven’s Holy One, our Dream, our 
Hope, our Lord.  O, come to us, Emmanuel.  Restore and make us new.  Our joy, our 
fears, each pain, each tear……we lift our dreams to You. 
 

 
II. The Promise and the Prayer 

Hear the longing of our hearts: “Lord, restore our hope.”  Hear the music of the 
stars, words of hope from ancient bards.  People, hear the glad Noel:  “God will 
come, Emmanuel.”  Hear the longing of our hearts:  “Lord, restore our hope.”  Hear 
these words and do not fear:  “Soon a Shepherd will appear.  Lions will rest with 
gentle lambs.  Peace will rule Jerusalem.”  Hear the longing of our hearts: “Lord, 
restore our love.” Hear this message from above:  “God is lavish with His love.  He 
will give His Priceless Pearl to redeem a fallen world.”  Hear the longing of our 
hearts:  “Lord restore our joy.”  Hear this promise from the Lord:  “Soon your joy 
will be restored.  Every hill and vale will ring.  Earth will greet the King of Kings!”  
Hear the longing of our hearts:  “Come, Emmanuel.” 
 

 
III. A New Morning of Promise 

Dreamers awake!  The dawn is near.  Arise and face the day!  Make true the path till 
all is clear.  Awake!  Prepare the way!  The people who in darkness walked will see a 
wondrous light, for morning gilds the sky with gold, and shines away the night.  For 

many years, the stars were dim, the candles burning low.  See now, the time is 
drawing near, our hearts are filled with hope.  Veni, Veni, Come, O Come 

Emmanuel.  Let joyful music awake the dawn.  Let alleluias soar.  Proclaim to the 
world a joyful song, the coming of the Lord. 

 
 



IV. All Through the Night 
Sleep, my Child, and peace attend Thee, all through the night.  Guardian angels God 
will send Thee, all through the night.  Soft, the drowsy hours are creeping, hill and 
dale in slumber sleeping.  Silently, with starlight greeting, innocence the world is 
meeting.  I, my loving vigil keeping all through the night.  Shadows beckon, 
darkness threatens all through the night.  Lonely winter, burdens linger all through 
the night.  Fear creeps in, unwelcome stranger.  God will keep us safe from danger 
while you slumber in Your manger, all through the night.  Rest, my Child, in holy 
slumber, all through the night.  Shimmering dreams of heavenly wonder, all through 
the night.  Whispering nature, all adore Thee, lifting praises soft before Thee.  
Lullabies sung hushed around Thee, with our worship we have crowned Thee, and 
with gentle love surround Thee, all through the night. 
 

 
V. Christmas Dreams 

On that Christmas night when mystic stars shone bright, a wistful blind man moved 
in sleep, and dreamed that he had sight.   That night when shepherds heard an angel 
choir near, a deaf man stirred in slumber’s spell, and dreamed that he could hear.  
Child of healing, Child of hope, take the things that hurt us most, and with Your 
touch, they’ll be redeemed, Holy child of Christmas dreams.  On that night in cattle 
stall, a King slept through the cold.  A cripple turned his twisted limbs, and dreamed 
that he was whole.  That night, when o’er the Babe, young Mary rose to lean, a 
loathsome leper smiled in sleep and dreamed that he was clean.  That night in 
manger lay the Child who came to save.  A man moved in the sleep of death, and 
dreamed there was no grave.   
 

 
VI. Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Gloria in excelsis!  Hark! The herald angels sing “Glory to the newborn King!  Peace 
on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.”  Joyful all ye nations rise.  
Join the triumph of the skies.  With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in 
Bethlehem!”  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”  Christ, by 
highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord!  Late in time, behold Him come, 
offspring of the virgin’s womb.  Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate 
Deity, pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.  Hark! The herald 
angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”  Hail the heaven born Prince of Peace!  
Hail the Son of righteousness!  Light and life to all He brings, risen with healing in 
His wings.  Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die.  Born to raise 
us from the earth, born to give us second birth.  Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!”   Gloria in excelsis! 
 



 
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

Please see our website, eastminster-york.org, for possible updates and changes. 
 

 
 
 

   

Sun Dec 15 9:00-10:00 a.m. Worship – Sanctuary 

  Adult Bible Study – Library 

  Sunday School – Room 10 

 10:00-11:00 a.m. Wired Word – Haines Reception Room 

  Coffee Hour – MPR* 

 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Cantata/Worship – Sanctuary 

 4:00-6:30 p.m. New Generation Ministry Worship 

Mon Dec 16 9:30-10:00 a.m. Pastor Storytime – Sanctuary 

 7:00-9:00 p.m. Session – MPR 

Tue Dec 17 11:00-11:30 a.m. Staff Meeting – MPR 

 11:30-1:30 p.m. Staff Christmas Luncheon 

Wed Dec 18 9:00-11:00 a.m. Preschool/LIU – Room 13 & Nursery 

 10:00-11:00 a.m. East York Ministerium – MPR 

 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship – Haines Reception Room 

 7:00-8:30 p.m. New Generation Ministry Youth – F. Hall & Room 13 

 7:30-9:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal – Choir Room 

Thur Dec 19 9:30-10:00 a.m. Pastor Storytime – Sanctuary 

 10:30-11:30 a.m. Newsletter Team – MPR 

Fri Dec 20  Church Offices Closed 

 9:00-11:00 a.m. Preschool/LIU – Room 13 & Nursery 
 

MPR = Multipurpose Room 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

To support Eastminster’s missions and ministries with a gift, 

 SCAN HERE, 

Or go to www.eastminster-york.org 


