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 The Bible is full of stories of people whose lives were upended. Those stories have 
endured in scripture because they tell how God transforms us through times of crisis. 
Much of that transformation takes place while the outcome is still unknown. God 
prepares people for something new, even though they don’t know what the “new 
normal” will be.

 Think of Exodus. The Hebrews wandered 40 years in the wilderness while God 
prepared them to receive a Promised Land. They endured hardship. They questioned 
their faith. They became impatient and clamored to return to Egypt or to turn to 
false gods who promised a quick resolution to their plight. While they were in the 
wilderness, God gave them the Law, including the Ten Commandments, and shaped 
them into those who were ready to inhabit a new reality when the time came.

 Or think of Israel’s exile in Babylon. Some of the most heart-wrenching psalms, 
like Psalm 137, were written to voice the lament of a people who had been ripped 
from normalcy and waited generations to be returned. During that time of waiting, 
when their activities were constrained because they were captives in a foreign land, 
God reshaped their worship and their very identity. 

 Maybe that is what God is doing with the church now. We ache for life to return to 
normal. With the psalmist we long for that time when “in the midst of the congregation 
I will praise you…” (Psalm 22:22b) But maybe this is a time when Christ is transforming 
his church. We’ve already learned to adapt. We’ve learned how to worship online, 
which is no substitute for gathering in person but may open new opportunities for 
outreach in the future. The deacons, and your pastor, have stepped up and are in 
closer touch with church members than before. Along with our mission partners, we 
are finding creative ways to meet the needs of those in the community. Many of us 
are appreciating a slower pace of life that has more time for prayer and reflection.

 None of us knows what church life will be like six months from now, but we are 
pretty certain it will be different. Lots of people are exploring contingencies and 
making plans, but we’re holding them loosely. We want to be ready for the new reality 
where God places us, but we don’t want to presume too much. As the saying goes, 
we don’t know what the future holds, but we know who holds the future. My prayer is 
that God will use this period of waiting to prepare the church, including Eastminster, 
for what God has in store.

Yours in faith, Steve Lytch Transitional Pastor

PEW POINTS 
Who Holds the Future

TO LISTEN TO THE LATEST WORSHIP SERVICE, GO TO THE CHURCH’S WEB SITE,  
WWW.EASTMINSTER-YORK.ORG, AND CLICK THE LINK TO “A BRIEF SERVICE OF WORSHIP.”
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Worship T hank You

Session
NOTES FROM YOUR SESSION
The Session continues to meet during these stressful times.  The meeting was held using ZOOM, a video conferencing 
platform.  While we can still see and hear each other, it is not the same as being together.

Even though York County has been moved from Red to Yellow status, certain restrictions will continue to be in eff ect.  

  •  All in-person worship services will be cancelled through June.
  •  Session will review the situation again at its June meeting.
  •  If a small group must meet in-person at the church, the Offi  ce must be informed so that sanitization procedures 
     can be implemented.
  •  Unless absolutely necessary, all meeting should be conducted via ZOOM.
  •  The Offi  ce will continue to work remotely.

Randy and the Worship Committee have completed the installation of the equipment that will provide live streaming 
capabilities.  The equipment will be tested for the May 24th worship service.  Hopefully you would have been able to view the 
service at your leisure.  For the immediate future the worship service will be recorded live and then posted to the website for 
your viewing.  

We will be celebrating communion at the June7th service.  Instructions will be forthcoming so that everyone can be prepared.  

Session was pleased to learn that the Nominating Committee has received four affi  rmative acceptances from members to serve 
as leaders for the coming year.  Only one position remains open at this time.

Trustees reported that our members continue to be very faithful in supporting Eastminster with their donations.  While many 
aspects of life have changed, operating costs for our church continue.  Our members are complimented for their dedication 
and stewardship.  

The Pre School has decided to cancel its summer camp program.

The Church and the Pre School both applied for and received Paycheck Protection Program loans.  These loans will provide 
additional cash during these times.  The process of determining whether these loans will be forgiven will start at the end of 
June.  It is expected that most, if not all, of the loans will be forgiven.  

Rev. Lytch, Dick Witzke, and Jack Hynd attended the ZOOM Presbytery meeting on Tuesday, the 19th.  This may be the way of 
the future for large meetings.  

Session meets the third Monday of each month.  If anyone would like to attend a Session meeting, please contact the clerk 
(Jack Hynd).  At this point the next meeting will be held via video conferencing.  Our next meeting will be June 15th at 7:00PM.

JUNE 7th        
Genesis 1:1-2:4; 
Matthew 28:16-20

JUNE 14th
Flag Day        
Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7; 
Romans 4:13-25

JUNE 21st        
Father’s Day
Genesis 21:8-21; 
Matthew 15:21-28

JUNE 28th        
Guest preacher

GRATITUDE
I want to express my gratitude to my fellow church 
members for your outpouring of support to our family 
following Bob’s untimely death. Your cards, texts, 
phone calls and visits were deeply appreciated. Your 
prayers and your loving care help ease the pain as our 
family lives through our grief. Thank you.  
Fondly, Kate Strickler

MANY THANKS
Many thanks to all of you who sent cards of 
encouragement and comfort during the tragic loss 
of my son Bruce and my fall and hospital trip.  They 
provided comfort and the desire to move on.
Dave McIntosh
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Music Ministry 
OPEN MY EYES THAT I MAY SEE
Thank you for your many positive comments regarding our audio recordings of weekly services.  You may remember 
that a new sound system was installed in the sanctuary exactly one year ago, and that has contributed a great deal to the 
clarity and presence of the sound in our recordings.  And now, we’re adding video!

By the time you read this, we will hopefully have had several Sunday services to which video has been added. We 
actually started the process of investigating video streaming seven months ago, but we were not in a hurry because we 
weren’t sure we needed it.  Then, the virus happened.  Suddenly, just about every church on earth decided that they 
needed video streaming too, so when we made a defi nite decision to invest in a system in March, it took a long time for 
the parts to be delivered because of the great demand by so many other churches.

Now we have all the parts we need.  You will fi nd the video on the church website using the link that Beth Anne sends to 
you each week.  The sound of the service will (should) sound just as clear as the audio services you’ve been hearing, but 
now you’ll have a picture to go with it. To be clear, the videos you’ll be watching are not “live-streamed” at this time.  We 
will continue to record the services during the week and then post them on the website on Saturdays. Most likely, we’ll 
continue to do our video services this way until we can begin to have you with us in the sanctuary again . . . then, we’ll 
start to “live-stream.”

We don’t know when we’ll all be able to worship together again, but hopefully, the addition of video will make all of us 
feel a step or two closer to that goal.

During the summer months, we depend on volunteers to provide vocal or instrumental music for our Sunday services.  
Special music (vocal, instrumental, solo or in groups) is still needed for Sunday morning services throughout the summer.  
Please contact Randy at 717-891-4536 or rdy1949@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer.

Stay safe and stay well!
Randy Yoder,  Director of Music

Eastminster Cares
EASTER FOOD BOXES
This is a follow up on the generosity of this congregation. Because of you, we have $895 in excess of what was needed for the 
food boxes. When we get our fi nances confi rmed, we will have money from the general mission fund, along with the excess 
from food gift cards. That will give us over $2,000 to distribute to ministries in food related need, which will likely be 4 or 5 
diff erent places. You will have fed many more than the fourteen families from Bell Family Shelter during these challenging 
days. It is with deep gratitude that I say thank you on behalf of the organizations who will receive the money. It may not be 
until next month, but we will let you know who the recipients are.
BROWNIE DELIVERY
For May, Lee Hankey delivered both brownies and bags of store-bought cookies to Our Daily Bread. There were boxes of 
brownie mix in the pantry that had been donated before the food tags went up, and on our last food gift card payment 
Sunday, some volunteers took the brownie mixes home and baked them for ODB. Thank you, Lee, for coordinating that 
eff ort. He reports that things are going well, though diff erently, at Our Daily Bread.
NOTES OF GRATITUDE
We received a lovely note from Dan, Denise and Isaiah Anderson thanking you for your continued support of their ministry. 
They, too, have had to make some changes during this time. They are all well and now doing more things via phone and 
internet. They expressed enormous gratitude for EPC’s fi nancial support and prayers.
We also received a beautiful wood carved cross along with a note from the people at the Presbyterian Giving Catalog in 
appreciation for the Garden Water Well that was purchased on your behalf. We all know how important water is, and his was 
given in the name of Jesus Christ, the Living Water. Both are life saving!
Hunger Free York, York County Food Bank off ers a note of gratitude for the $750 for food vouchers needed now more than 
ever. Thank you all!
These notes will be posted on the Mission Bulletin Board in the Narthex.
Until next time, we remain in His Grip of Grace.
Georgia Mazzolla,  Missions
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2020 High School Graduates
CONGRATULATIONS  GRADUATES!         
With the school year ending, our congregation has the tradition of honoring our  graduates.  This year we have six fine 
young people; four high school and two college students.  Since we are still not able to meet together in the sanctuary to 
see and hear from these graduates, we will honor them in a different manner. 
The graduates have submitted a short bio along with a picture of their choosing for publication in this newsletter. On 
June 14th during the worship service Pastor Steve will recognize them as well.
Our heartiest congratulations to high school grads Sean Barba, Sarah Grace Foess, Ally Rohrbaugh and Sam Stover, and to 
college grads Katie Sefton and Joe Topper. We pray God’s blessings on the next chapter of your life.

Name - Sean Barba
High School - Central York High School
Activities in High School - 4 years of varsity ice hockey and participated in 
 AFJROTC. In addition to high school hockey I also played on a travel 
 team for 13 years.
Awards - AFJROTC honor society, Captain of the hockey team
Hobbies - Salt water, freshwater and fly fishing, ice hockey, cooking
Plans After High School - Attend York College of Pennsylvania and major in 
 Business Administration, as well as playing on their ice hockey team.

Name - Sam Stover
High School - Red Lion Area Senior High School - He was recognized with the Academic 
 Excellence Award.  He was also a member of the National Art Honor Society.
Activities in High School - Playing bass. He has studied bass since fourth grade and traveled 
 to Shenandoah Conservatory for lessons with Dr. Donovan Stokes for over 
 6 years.  Additionally, he has been a member of the Peabody Youth Orchestra 
 since seventh grade and currently sits as principal bass.  The past two summers 
 Sam has attended the world-renowned Interlochen Summer Arts Camp and 
 played with the World Youth Symphony Orchestra.
Plans After High School - Attending University of Michigan and working with Max Dimoff, 
 principal bass of the Cleveland Orchestra.

Name - Sarah Foess
High School - Red Lion Area Senior High School - She was consistently on the honor roll 
 throughout her high school years and was one of the recipients of the  
 Academic Excellence Award this year.
Activities in High School - heavily involved with all aspects of the music department,  
 performing in the Mixed Choir, Concert Choir, Show Choir and Madrigal 
 Choir. She was the choreographer for the Show Choir and Concert Choir her 
 junior and senior years. This May she received the National Choral Award, 
 voted by her peers in the Concert Choir. She performed in six high school 
 musicals, including one in elementary and one in junior high. This year she 
 played one of the leads, Clopin, in the school’s production of The Hunchback 
 of Notre Dame. She is a member of the music honor society, Tri-M (Modern 
 Music Masters).
Plans After High School - Attending The University of Alabama to study Physics with a 
 concentration in Astrophysics. She hopes to one day work for NASA and help 
 chart trajectory for the Mars missions. While at UA she hopes to continue 
 singing by joining one of the many groups available on campus.
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2020 Coll ege Graduates

Presbyterian Women

Miriam Circle  

ALL CIRCLES WELCOME NEW MEMBERS. 
Each meeting has a time of Bible Study and fellowship. 
Regular meetings are held September thru May. 
To learn more, call a circle leader.

MIRIAM CIRCLE meets on the third Thursday of the month at 
10 a.m. in the Multi- Purpose Room. Circle leaders are Sandy Hoff man 
& Judie Lightfoot.  

ESTHER CIRCLE meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 
12:30 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room. Circle leader is Nancy Edwards.

FIRST TOILET PAPER AND NOW MEAT         
Guess those vegetarians and vegans have the right idea, as the produce departments seem 
to be  well stocked but not the meat cases.  Hoping you and your loved ones are healthy and 
finding a reason to smile each day, and the highlight of your week IS NOT a trip to a 
grocery store.  We enjoyed greeting our church family members on May 3rd, when the Weis 
and Giant cards were distributed.  Masks did not impede “seeing” the smiles behind them. 
The last day to order your July cards will be Sunday, June 28th and pick-up will be on 
Sunday, July 5th.  Of course with the COVID 19 protocols in place, you will need to phone 
or call Sandy (Weis) or Dee (Giant) if you are not on their automatic order list.  Any changes 
to those orders will also need to be communicated to them as well.  Our May sales totaled 
$12,475.00 (FMC $561.38, PW $62.37). The grocery cards are an excellent way to follow the 
advice to avoid using cash, thus limiting interaction between you and cashiers.  Fingers 
crossed that we will have another beautiful Sunday on the 5th as we will still be “conducting business” in the EPC parking 
lot.  Hours remain the same: 9:30AM-11AM.  If you have not previously purchased grocery cards, please consider doing so 
now, as it gives us a chance to say hi.  We miss all of you!

Name - Katie Sefton
Hello everyone! I am Katie Sefton. I just recently graduated from Temple University 
with a bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education. I have spent my four years at 
college immersed in the city life of Philadelphia where there are endless restaurants 
with the most delicious food, historic museums, and beautiful sights. I have also 
worked in the inner-city schools teaching Kindergarten and third graders how to be 
passionate and creative learners. Thank you for acknowledging my accomplishment. 
I send my gratitude and well wishes during this trying time.

Name - Joe Topper
I am Joseph (Joe) Topper and I graduated from University of Pittsburgh with a 
B.A. in Environmental Studies with a certifi cate in GIS.  GIS stands for Geographic 
Information Systems, which is a set of tools and software used to make maps. I 
worked on campus in the library and the Carnegie Museum of Natural History. After 
completing my internship in April, I am applying for jobs in the environmental fi eld 
and will also apply to graduate school for forestry. 
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Facilities Management Committee
WHEN WILL IT END?  
It is the question we are all desperate to have answered.  Unfortunately, no one knows and all we can do is patiently 
wait until conditions give us the “all clear” signal and life returns to something resembling normal.  In this most 
challenging time, keeping each other and all those impacted by COVID 19 need to be in our thoughts and prayers.

FMC has suspended their workday meetings, but several volunteers have been on campus the past month to handle 
mostly outdoor projects.  They do practice the guidelines and even though they are not enjoying coffee breaks or lunch 
(where I insist on clean hands), they are washing them often.  A total of 80 hours were logged, and if you were at EPC 
during the past month, you will see nicely kept grounds.  Harold and Dave continue to work on campus completing 
various projects and repairs.  Even though we are officially “closed” there is still work to be done.

At the time this article is being written, York is still in the “red zone” and we are all anxiously waiting to move forward 
with less restrictions, but still moving ahead safely of course.  Session will be deciding how to proceed on the path 
back to “normal” and this will most likely come in stages.  As stated in directives from Presbytery, we will not be flicking 
a light switch but slowly moving the dimmer control.  Harold and I want to insure you that our return to worship and 
activities will happen in a safe environment and EPC will follow all recommendations to make that happen.

The FMC volunteers are all staying busy at home with their own projects and are looking forward to being back on 
campus once again, whether at worship, meetings, workdays, fellowship hours, etc.  Until then, you are all in our 
thoughts and prayers.  Stay safe and find a reason to smile each day.  See ya’ll at Sunday worship. . . not really, as we are 
online.  What a change it will be when we can be in the sanctuary!

Dee Hoyt,  FMC Elder

June

Stewardship

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

PLEASE CONTINUE

Date – Anniversary
  1 – Roger &Tara Shultz
  5 – John & Jane Henty 55 years
  5 – Warren & Beth Magid
  6 – Jim & Marilyn Sanford 50 years
  6 – John & Peggy Deming
10 – Dennis & Lonna Ashton
10 – Tom & Sally Glover
11 – Jason & Beth Anne Foess
12 – Fred & Kathy Becker

19 – Susan Bergeron
21 – Michael Crumbling
22 – Lee Spancake
25 – Melissa Peck
26 – Daniel May
26 – Andrea Rohrbaugh
28 – Carol Gongola
30 – Bob Casbeer
30 – Kathy Cassel

Date – Birthday  

  1 – Rebecca Husson
  5 – Jeff Senft
  6 – Marcy Moore
11 – Kathy Carbaugh
12 – Kathy LeBlanc
12 – Christi Tollinger
16 – Donald Green
16 – Kate Strickler
17 – Cinda Nease

14 – Bob & Kathy Gould
15 – Foster & Dee Hoyt
16 – Larry & Kathy LeBlanc
20 – Gene & Judie Lightfoot
22 – Bob & Marcy Moore
25 – Earl & Pat Brunk 65 years
27 – Jack & Martha Hynd 50 years
28 – John & Debbie Ehrat

29 – Don & Ellissa Kauffman 

John & Jane Henty  
06.05.2020 55 years

Jim & Marilyn Sanford  
06.06.2020 50 years

Earl & Pat Brunk  
06.25.2020 65 years

Jack & Martha Hynd  
06.27.2020 50 years

Through Your Bank’s Bill-Pay Program
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Historian
A LOOK BACK IN TIME – 40 YEARS AGO … 1980 
Jimmy Carter occupied the White House as US President.  In 
the November Presidential Election, Carter was defeated by 
Ronald Reagan in a landslide victory.  Significant events of 
1980 included the release of the video game, Pac-Man; the 
eruption of Mt St Helens in May; and the murder of former 
Beatle, John Lennon in December.
The Empire Strikes Back of the Star War Series was the top 
grossing film.  Kramer vs. Kramer dominated the Oscars, 
winning 5 awards.  The top TV shows were Dallas, Dukes of 
Hazzard, M*A*S*H and The Love Boat.  Top songs included 
Call Me by Blondie, Celebration by Kool and The Gang and 
Another One Bites The Dust by Queen.
The Pittsburgh Steelers defeated the LA Rams in Super 
Bowl XIV.  At the Winter Olympics in Lake Placid NY, the US 
Ice Hockey Team upset the heavily favored Soviet Union 
in the semi-finals before capturing the gold medal over 
Finland.  Eric Heiden captured 5 individual gold medals in 
speed skating.  The US boycotted the Summer Olympics in 
Moscow.  The Philadelphia Phillies defeated the Kansas City 
Royals in the World Series.
The Eastminster Presbyterian Church in York was served by 
Rev. Raymond Rossnagle, Minister, and Rev. Bruce Williams, 
Associate Minister.  The Session consisted of Bob Casbeer, 
John Deming, Nancy Kingman, Paula Wolfe, Norman Fritts, 
Kenneth Hickman, Jack Parker, Bob Strickler, Ronald Higgs, 
Peg Search, William Smith and Jo Watson.  Bob Strickler 
served as Clerk of Session.  The custodian was Ethan Wise.
The average attendance at church services was 397, while 
the average attendance of the Sunday School sessions was 
222.  Church membership stood at 1,231 at the end of 1980.
Sunday School was led by Superintendents, John Henty 
and William Smith for the 9:30 Hour and Thomas Zellers for 

the 11:00 Hour.  Christian Education/Creative Education 
highlights included Vacation Bible School in August 
(directed by Gladys Lehman and Judy Sonnenberg); 
Rally Day on September 7th; the Christmas Program on 
December 14th, which drew approximate 250 people in 
attendance; and the Christmas Figurine distribution on 
December 21st  (coordinated by Jo Watson and  
Judy Couch).  
The Music Program was led by Gene Myers, who served 
as Organist and Senior Choir Director.  He was assisted by 
Mary Heisey.  Other music leaders included Patti Williams 
and Joan Higgs (Cherub Choir), Matt McConnell (Junior 
Choir), Kate Strickler (Youth Choir) and Charles Montford 
(Bell Choir).  Beverly McCreary, Sandy Warner and Pam 
Melhorn contributed to the music programs.
Eastminster’s Missions provided funding for the 
denomination, Betty Wilmont, a missionary in  
Colombia, the York County Council of Churches and  
other local causes.  
In addition to the Board of Deacons, other active 
organizations within the church included the Women’s 
Association, Men’s Association, Couples Club, Single 
Women’s Fellowship, Youth Groups and Help Eastminster 
Love People (HELP).  Eastminster sponsored a basketball 
and softball team.
The finances of Eastminster were the oversight of the 
Trustees.  Leon Spangler was President while Charles 
Gentzler served as Business Manager/Treasurer.  The main 
project of 1980 was the replacement of the sanctuary  
roof.  Trustees oversaw income of $176,044 and expenses 
of $172,904.
 Bob Moore, Church Historian

Remembered in Prayer Last Month

Eastminster Presbyterian Church –  
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry
All our Military Men and Women around the  
world and their families back home
Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Roman Bull, fiancé Gabriel & unborn child 
Dave McIntosh 
Donald Minnich 
Laura Mook 
Brayden Smith 
Pastor Nominating Committee 
COVID-19 pandemic situation 
Those mentioned silently and in our hearts 
We pray for our congregation
The Covid - 19 Pandemic has impacted every member of our congregation, as 
well as our families and friends.  It is a very trying time that causes fear, anxiety, 
loneliness, depression, and other emotions too numerous to mention.  Please 
pray for all people and give us the strength to endure.



CONTACT INFORMATION 
www.eastminster-york.org

Stephens Lytch, Transitional Pastor 717-755-6222 
 epcyorkpastor@gmail .com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 717-891-4536  
 randy .epcyork@gmail .com

Beth Anne Foess, Admin Assistant 717-755-6222  
 epcyorkoffice@gmail .com

Harold Smith, Facilities Manager  717-314-9281  
 harold .epcyork@gmail .com

Newsletter Info newsletter .epcyork@gmail .com

Accounting/Finance 717-757-5217  
 epcfinance@gmail .com

Carly VonStein, Pre-School Director 717-755-0543  
 eastminsterpreschool@gmail .com
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Financial Report
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF APRIL 30, 2020

Ordinary Income Actual Budget
 *Envelope Offering 140,259.24 130,059.00
 Open Plate  921.12 1,783.00
 Sunday School 
  Offering 0.00 0.00
 Per Capita 4,957.74 5,976.00       
 Rental Income 19,200.00 22,239.00
 Interest Income  
  (checking) 0.00 0.00
 Misc. Income 39,652.05 2,780.00

 Total Budget 
  Income 204,990.15 162,837.00

Expenses  
 Payroll 78,567.26   88,188.04
 Accounting Services 3,654.03 3,500.00
 Per Capita Expense 3,774.00 3,774.00
 Bank Expenses 55.00 60.00 
 Moving Expenses 0.00 0.00 
  Search Expense 2,251.69 600.00 
  Deacons’ Open Plate 
  Communion 447.10 400.00
 Stephen Ministries 147.20 100.00 
  Education 391.28 550.00
 Congregational Life/
  Outreach 423.42 1,323.00
 Stewardship 496.11 950.00 
  Communications 121.35 158.00
 Mission 11,750.00 13,360.00
 Worship 1,041.63 2,775.00
 Administration 0.00 560.00
 Plant Expenses 23,446.46 31,061.00
 General Expenses 4,163.06 5,740.00
 Total Budget 
  Expenses 130,729.59 153,099.04

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting an article or announcement for next 

month’s “Pew Points” is the 15th of this month.   
Please email your information to:  

newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com  
Thanks!

*Includes lump sum annual contributions. 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402


