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Welcome to Worship 
 

 

              



 

 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
  

 March 10, 2019 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

+Please silence cell phones during the worship service+ 

 
* = Please stand, if you are able.  

 Child Care is available in the Nursery during church services and the Christian Education 
Hour in Rm. 9 on the 2nd floor of the C.E. Building, which is accessible through the right-side 

door in the front of the sanctuary. 

 If you would like the Pastor to announce and pray for a joy or concern during the Prayers of 

the People, please complete a gold Prayer Request form (located in the Friendship Pads) and 

place it in the offering plate when it is passed. 
 

 

 
WE GATHER BEFORE GOD  

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PASSING OF FELLOWSHIP PADS 
 

PRELUDE My Faith Looks Up to Thee arr. James Pethel 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

Leader: The Lord is merciful and gracious, 

People: slow to anger and abounding in love. 
Leader: The word of the Lord is near to us. 

People: Call on the Lord and you will be saved. 
 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you.  
Leader:   Lift up your hearts.  

People:   We lift them up to the Lord.  
Leader:  Let us pray.  

All:  O Lord our God, we give you thanks for the mercy you so freely offer us 

through the grace of our baptism – safe passage through the sea, justice 

rolling down like water, deliverance from sin and death forever. By the 



power of your Holy Spirit, poured out upon us in baptism, teach us to 

love and serve you faithfully and reconcile us to you and to one another 

as members of one living body; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 84          In the Cross of Christ I Glory Rathbun 
  

*CALL TO RECONCILIATION 

Leader:     This is the proof of God’s great love: 

People:     that while we were sinners, Christ died for us. 

Leader:     Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 

 

 

*THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one another, and to the whole 

communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have 

been forgiven. Restore us, O God of our salvation, and show us your steadfast love. 

Turn to us in your mercy and redeem us.  

 

*SILENT CONFESSION 

 

*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  
 

Leader: God’s love has been poured into your hearts through  

   the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Sanctuary Thompson and Scruggs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 
WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 

 

(11:00) ANTHEM Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise arr. Lloyd Larson

 Bells of Eastminster 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 (pg. 11 in pew Bibles) 
 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  Luke 13:31-35 (pg. 907 in pew Bibles) 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

SERMON          Standing in the Promises 

  

*HYMN  Standing on the Promises Promises 

 (see words & music in back of bulletin) 

 

 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE 
 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY  I Am Thine, O Lord arr. Anna Nimmity 

 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart Henry Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)   PH, pg. 16 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever.  Amen.  

 

 

*HYMN NO. 341 Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine! Assurance

  



WE DEPART FOR SERVICE 
 

*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    

 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Go Ye, Therefore Gretchen Dekker 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

POSTLUDE Voluntary in d minor Samuel Long 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please silence cell phones during the worship service. 
 

Green children’s worship bags are available and hanging on the wall in the Narthex at the rear 
of the church. 
 

Wireless personal listening devices are available in the Sanctuary by contacting an usher. 
 

The Presbyterian Hymnal is available in large print.  If you would like to use one, please ask an usher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LEADING THE SERVICE 
 

The Rev. Dr. Stephens Lytch, Transitional Pastor 
Randy Yoder, Director of Music 

Liturgist (11:00): Mary Boyd  
Ushers:  (9:00) Mike Bergeron, Daniel May, John Ehrat, Jim May 

(11:00) Jeff Senft, Foster Hoyt, Tom Glover, Ralph Matunis 
 

 
 

CHANCEL FLOWER DEDICATION 
 

The flowers in the chancel today are given to the Glory of God  
by Lori Koontz in memory of her parents Jim and Joyce Koontz. 

 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 17, Pastor Lytch’s sermon is Easter for the Earth. 

The scripture texts are Psalm 24 and Romans 8:18-25.  The Celtic Ensemble will sing 

and play at the 11 a.m. service. 

 

SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY CHOIR -- The Susquehanna University Choir 

will perform in our sanctuary here at Eastminster Presbyterian Church tomorrow, 

Monday, March 11 at 7:30 p.m.  Touring throughout southeast Pennsylvania on its 

annual spring break, the 42-member University Choir, under the direction of Amy 

Voorhees, will present a varied program of classical and contemporary music. Their 

diverse repertoire includes works by F. Melius Christiansen, William Byrd, Antonio 

Vivaldi and many more.  

Three of the members of the University Choir, Alexandra Strausbaugh, Jason Pandelidis 

and Carter Anstine, are former members of York County Honors Choirs and Concorde 

Vocal Ensemble.  Support for the concert will be provided by the Margaret Myers 

Memorial Fund and members of the church will provide a meal and overnight housing 

for the singers. The concert will be free and open to the public…… please plan to join us 

and support the choir. 

 

THE NEW MEMBER CLASS meets this morning at 10:00 in the pastor’s study in 

the Haines House. If you’re looking for a church home, please join us.  

 

WATCH YOUR STEP!!! Your Facilities Management volunteers are installing new 

flooring to replace the damaged ones in the Haines House hallway, parlor/reception area 

and Pastor's office beginning on Monday, March 11th. (The project is expected to take 

three weeks) We are asking our church family for their patience and understanding 

during this time as access to the Haines House will be impacted. We will do our very 

best to make sure that things run as smoothly as possible with as little disruption as 

necessary. 

 

NOT OLD AT HEART (NOAH) – The NOAH Luncheon is Thursday, March 14.  

Please call in your reservation to Kay Matunis (717-755-6321) by TODAY. 

 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER (RAH) -- We are again participating in RAH this year 

on Sunday, April 14th at 12:30. We need 50 volunteers and some who are willing and 

able to do some of the heavy lifting before and after the event. Please note with ** by 



your name if you are willing to do so. The sign-up sheet is located on the doors to the 

Usher’s Room in the Narthex.  

On the day of the event we will be providing bag lunches for those who so desire. We 

expect a 'full house', so sign up early to guarantee your participation! We are looking 

forward to supporting RAH again, and for those of you who are new, there will be more 

information, or contact Georgia Mazzolla, 717-793-2056 with any questions! Thank you 

for your support of this amazing organization and event!! 

  

SOUP SALE NEXT WEEK – The last soup sale of the year is next Sunday, March 

17. We are looking forward to providing you with a variety of soups for you to stock up 

and enjoy! We hope to see lots of you next week in the MPR after both services! Thank 

you for your support of PW's missions: Pappus House, Harvest Transitional Living, 

Christmas Shoeboxes and LifePath's Women and Children's Division. 

 

SPECIAL CIRCLE MEETING -- On Thursday, March 21 the Miriam Circle has 

invited Pastor Steve Lytch to come to talk to our circle.  We meet in the MPR at 10:00 

a.m.  Everyone is welcome to join us to have an informal conversation and get to know 

our transitional pastor in a casual setting.  Fellowship, friendship, and food are always 

part of circle meetings. Please feel free to come. If you have any questions call circle 

leaders Sandy Hoffman, 717-225-1331 or Judie Lightfoot, 717-244-1267.     

 

FINANCIAL WORKSHOP -- A Planned Giving and Qualified Charitable 

Distribution Workshop will be presented by Tim Ruth and Dick Witzke on Sunday 

April 7, 2019 from 12:00 to 2:00 PM in Fellowship Hall following a light lunch.  An 

RSVP by March 31st is required to rawitzke2@gmail.com.  
The Planned Giving workshop will include a description and explanation of the basic 

estate planning documents and concepts as well as the methods and techniques of 

charitable giving.  
The Qualified Charitable Distribution workshop will describe how individuals can 

take their Required Minimum Distribution for 2019, donate it to a charitable 

organization tax free, and still receive their full Standard Deduction under the new Tax 

Bill. 

 

IT'S YOUR MINISTRY -- Stephen Ministry is YOUR ministry. It is an important 

way we at Eastminster care for one another. If you are going through a difficult time, 

consider a Stephen Minister. If you know someone else who is facing difficulties, 

suggest that they request Stephen Ministry. Make use of it. Stephen Ministry belongs to 

you! Stephen Ministry Sunday is March 31. 

 

mailto:rawitzke2@gmail.com


 

 

 

“Walking Together” 

Detained Immigrant  
Visitation Program 

INFORMATION & TRAINING SESSION 
 

This past fall, the FPC Perspectives Adult Sunday School Class 
completed a course entitled “Welcoming the Stranger: A Biblical 
View of Immigrants, Refugees, and other Outsiders,” and class 
members were struck by the overwhelming Biblical witness to 
God’s heart for foreigners and strangers and by God’s repeated 
commands to welcome and care for refugees in our midst. We 
also learned that the York County Prison is one of the east coast’s 
largest detention facilities for asylum-seekers who are navigating 
the complicated legal process of requesting sanctuary.  
   

We wanted to know how we could show Christ-like love and 
friendship to these vulnerable people in our own backyard. We 
discovered a new local initiative called Walking Together, which is 
co-sponsored by Landisville Mennonite Church, the Pennsylvania 
Immigration Resource Center, and the York County YWCA. The 

Walking Together program trains and organizes volunteers to visit asylum-seekers and 
other international detainees held at the York County Prison. It’s not a group that advocates 
for any particular political policy—it’s simply a way to extend friendship and kindness to the 
stranger and the imprisoned (and, by extension, to Jesus Christ himself, as we’re told in the 
Parable of the Sheep and the Goats in Matthew 25: 36-41).  
   

Anyone who is potentially interested in volunteering—or who would simply like to learn 
more about the visitation program—is invited to attend this informational session. You’re not 
committing to anything by coming to this meeting! All members of the congregation and the 
broader community are welcome.  
  

Thursday, March 14 • 7 PM 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH • 225 EAST MARKET ST, YORK • ROOM 209 

 



*HYMN    Standing on the Promises R. Kelso Carter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Please keep these people in your prayers this week: 

+All our military men and women around the world and their families back home+ 

+Eastminster Presbyterian Church – its congregation, mission, and ministry+ 

+ Stephen Ministers and their care receivers+ 

+Kate Reed (Lori Topper’s niece), serving as a missionary in Guatemala+ 

Baby Asher  

Alyssa Border, her husband, and baby son Benjamin 

Hilton Foore 

George Myers 

Jerry and Tania O’Hearn 

Phil & Tana Rarick 

Doris Ward 

 
If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list, 

please first obtain that person’s permission and then drop a note in the offering plate 
or contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 717-755-6222. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The calendar in the bulletin gives this week’s events.  Copies of our latest newsletter are 
available in the Narthex in the back of the Sanctuary.  The newsletter contains our worship 
schedule and information about the activities, events, and opportunities for ministry and 
mission offered at Eastminster. 

 

CALENDAR 
Please see our website, eastminster-york.org, for possible updates and changes. 

 

 
 
 

   

Sun Mar 10 9:00-10:00 a.m. Worship – Sanctuary 

  Children’s Sunday School – C.E. Building 

  Adult Bible Study – Library 

 10:00-11:00 a.m. New Member’s Class – Pastor’s Office – Haines House 

  Coffee Hour – MPR* 

  Wired Word Class – Haines Reception Room 

 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Worship – Sanctuary 

 4:00-6:30 p.m. New Generation Ministry Worship – Fellowship Hall 

All week 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Haines House floor renovations 

Mon Mar 11 3:00-7:00 p.m. Susquehanna University Choir – Fellowship Hall 

 7:00-9:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting – Board Room 

 7:30-9:00 p.m. Susquehanna University Choir Concert – Sanctuary 

Tues Mar 12 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting – MPR 

 6:30-8:30 p.m. Congregational Life Meeting – MPR 

Wed Mar 13 9:00-11:00 a.m. Preschool Bottle Testing – Room 13 

 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Cool Knitting/ Warm Fellowship – Haines Reception Room 

 7:00-8:30 p.m. New Generation Ministry Youth – F. Hall & Room 13 

 7:30-8:30 p.m. Chancel Choir – Choir Room 

Thur Mar 14 9:00-11:30 a.m. Preschool Leprechaun Houses – Rooms 12 & 13 

 12:30-3:00 p.m. NOAH Luncheon – Fellowship Hall 

 6:30-9:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting – MPR 

 7:00-9:00 p.m. Missions Meeting – Haines Reception Room 

 7:00-9:00 p.m. Preschool Board – Board Room 

Fri Mar 15  Church Offices Closed 

 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Preschool Leprechaun Houses – Rooms 12 & 13 

Sat Mar 16 10:00-11:00 a.m. PW Sandwich Making – Fellowship Hall Kitchen 
 
 

*MPR = Multipurpose Room 

 


