
 
 

 
 

 
The Eastminster Presbyterian Cantata Choir 

presents 

The Winter Rose  
by Joseph Martin 



 

 

Third Sunday in Advent 
  

 December 17, 2017  11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

+Please silence cell phones during the worship service+ 

 
* = Please stand, if you are able.  

 Child Care is available in the Nursery during church services and the Christian Education 
Hour in Rm. 9 on the 2nd floor of the C.E. Building, which is accessible through the right-side 

door in the front of the sanctuary. 

 If you would like the Pastor to announce and pray for a joy or concern during the Prayers of 

the People, please complete a gold Prayer Request form (located in the Friendship Pads) and 

place it in the offering plate when it is passed. 
 

 

WE GATHER BEFORE GOD  
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PASSING OF FELLOWSHIP PADS 
 

PRELUDE Good Christians, All Rejoice arr. John Innes 
 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

 

Leader:   Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his holy name.  

People:  The Lord is our strength and our salvation. 

Leader:  Proclaim the mercy of the One who comes as one of us. 

People:  Trust and do not be afraid. 

Leader:  With joy you will draw water from the wells of peace. 

People: The Lord is our strength and our salvation.  Hallelujah!  Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE OF JOY 

 

We have lit the first two candles, one for hope and one for peace.  

Today we light the third candle, the candle of joy.  

This should be the easy one, because joy is all around us –  

in the children, the lights, the music and in gathering together.  

But how often do we let our preparations – or our memories – push joy to the side?  

Joy is like an underground spring that wells up within us, 

but joy is also a choice, an attitude.  



Like a muscle, it needs to be exercised. So today we open ourselves to joy, trusting that 

God has already planted it in us. All we need to do is give it care and offer to share it.  
 

(Three candles are lit.) 

 

Let us pray: 

 

Loving God, we open ourselves to you, trusting that this is how you made us:  you 

created us for joy-filled hearts and lives.  Show us the creative power of hope.  

Teach us that peace comes from justice.  Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be 

contained, but must be shared.  Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, so 

that we may walk in the light of Christ.  Amen. 

   
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 41  O Come All Ye Faithful Adeste Fideles 
  

*CALL TO RECONCILIATION 

Let us confess those places where we need to grow to prepare for Christ to come to our 

lives.  

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

We sing, “O come all ye faithful,” God, but we confess we are not always faithful.  

We could have shown love this week, but we kept ourselves busy with other things.  

We spoke without thinking and hurt someone.  We treated the gifts and greetings 

and meals as chores, leaving out the most important ingredient–-caring.  Forgive 

us, we pray, and accept our worship.  
 

Amid the bright colors that surround us this season--the red, the green, the gold-– 

send the light of Christ, so that all that is good may be revealed more clearly and all 

that is wrong may be changed.  
 

We pray in the name of Jesus, who was born in Bethlehem, who lived and died for 

our sins, and who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 
 

*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE 
  

This is the good news in Jesus Christ.  We can stand before God, not through our own 

goodness, but through God’s great kindness to us.  Rejoice and be glad, for God comes 

to you!  

 
   



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE             What Star is This? (vs. 4) Puer Nobis, Nascitur 
 

 

is 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 
 

THE WINTER ROSE  Joseph M. Martin 

    Part 1:   

     I – The Winter Rose 
    II – When Will He Come? 
  III – Advent Cry 
              Marilyn Jennerjohn, solo 
  IV – Every Valley 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY  Christmas Medley arr. Eugenie Rocherolle 

                                         Gretchen, Sophie and Noah Dekker 



 

*OFFERING RESPONSE In the Bleak Midwinter (vs. 4) Cranham 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional)   PH, pg. 16 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever.  Amen.  

 

 

*HYMN NO. 53 What Child is This? Greensleeves 

 

 

THE WINTER ROSE  Joseph M. Martin 

    Part 2:   

     V – Carol of Remembrance 
    VI – Dance Into the Light 
  VII – Look to the Rose 
 VIII – Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming 

 

 

 



WE DEPART FOR SERVICE 
 

*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE       While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks (vs. 6) Christmas 

 
 

  POSTLUDE Joy to the World arr. John Innes 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please silence cell phones during the worship service. 
 

Green children’s worship bags are available and hanging on the wall in the Narthex at the rear 
of the church. 
 

Wireless personal listening devices are available in the Sanctuary by contacting an usher. 
 

The Presbyterian Hymnal is available in large print.  If you would like to use one, please ask an usher. 
 
 
 
 

 

PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE 
 

Dr. Gregory Seckman, Pastor 
Randy Yoder, Director of Music 

Advent Candlelighters:  Beth Magid & Mara Novak 
Ushers: Jeff Senft, Foster Hoyt, Tom Glover, Steve Moore 

Musicians:  
Joan Beekey, keyboard harp, bells and timpani ~ Sarah Blackford, oboe ~ Gretchen 
Dekker, piano ~ Noah Dekker, violin ~ Sophie Dekker, cello ~ Anna Hallett, violin  

Leah Jorgensen, French horn ~ Hailey Paiva, flute ~ Tim Ruth, cello 
 

OUR CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: 
5 p.m. ~ Family service 

9 p.m. ~ Traditional Candlelight Service with Communion 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Next Sunday, December 24, there will be ONE service at 11:00 a.m.  
We will be celebrating with a service of Lessons and Carols. 

 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS! It’s not too late to send 

Christmas cards to those members of Eastminster who are confined to their homes and 

nursing facilities.  Your warm words of Christmas joy will be a blessing and comfort to 

these recipients.  There are lists of shut-in members for your use in the narthex. Please 

take one and share your holiday spirit!       

 

NEW WEEKLY OFFERING ENVELOPE NUMBER --  Each year we have 

members pass away or leave Eastminster, and occasionally we have to purge the 

membership rolls. As a result, last year we had about 40 Weekly Offering Boxes that 

went unused. At $2.26 per box, we decided this year to reduce the number of boxes we 

ordered by 25.  This means that you can no longer keep the same number as in the past.  

Please pick up your Offering Boxes as soon as possible. After they have been removed 

from the Sanctuary, you can pick them up in the Church Office. 

 
 
 
 

 

Please keep these people in your prayers this week: 

+All our military men and women around the world and their families back home+ 

+Eastminster Presbyterian Church – its congregation, mission, and ministry+ 

+ Stephen Ministers and their care receivers+ 

Brooks Argento 

Robin Blakely 

Hilton Foore 

The Family and friends of Jim Harnish, who passed away 12/12/17 

Jerry and Tania O’Hearn 

George & Barbara Simonson 

Nancy Wagner 

 

If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list, 
please first obtain that person’s permission and then drop a note in the offering plate 

or contact Beth Anne by e-mail at epcyorkoffice@gmail.com or phone 755-6222. 



 
 
 

CALENDAR 
Please see our website, eastminster-york.org, for possible updates and changes. 

 

 
 
 

   

Sun Dec 17 8:30-9:30 a.m. Worship – Sanctuary 

 9:30-10:30 a.m. Sunday School – Haines House and C.E. Building 

 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Cantata and Worship – Sanctuary 

 5:00-7:30 p.m. New Generation Ministry Worship – Fellowship Hall 

Mon Dec 18 7:00-8:00 p.m. Session Meeting – MPR 

Tues Dec 19 10:30-11:30 a.m. Staff Meeting – MPR 

 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Staff Luncheon – office closed 

Wed Dec 20 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Preschool Holiday programs – Sanctuary & F. Hall 

 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship – Haines Reception Room 

 7:00-8:30 p.m. New Generation Ministry Youth – F. Hall & Room 13 

Thur Dec 21 8:30-11:30 a.m. Preschool Holiday programs – Sanctuary & F. Hall 

Fri Dec 22  Church Offices Closed 

 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Preschool Holiday programs – Sanctuary & F. Hall 

Sun Dec 24 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. ONE Worship Service -- Sanctuary 

 5:00-6:00 p.m.  Family Christmas Eve Service 

 9:00-10:00 p.m. Traditional Candlelight Service with Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

(717) 755-6222 ~ www.eastminster-york.org 

311 Haines Road    York, PA 17402 
 

 


