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 Ruth Graham, wife of the famous evangelist, told the story of the time she went 
swimming in the sea at an English resort.  She did this even though she was a poor swimmer 
and described herself as the least enthusiastic of swimmers.  On this occasion she was 
severely stung by a jellyfish, which resulted in painful cramps and welts on her legs that 
lasted for six weeks.  Also stung at the same time was a sportsman, England’s most famous 
wrestler, called “Big Daddy”, three hundred pounds of him, and he was so seriously stung 
that his daughter had to pull him out of the water.  The next day “Big Daddy” saw Ruth 
Graham, small and tentative, hesitating to enter the sea again.  With genuine compassion 
and concern, he said to her, “Don’t let that jellyfish put you off; you come with me and we’ll 
go back in the water together, today.”  And they did.  

 Ruth Graham said life is a lot like that, like the sea.  There are creatures in it that put us 
down. They want to sting and stunt our spiritual growth.  They do this with harsh criticism or 
actions of betrayal. So, there are many that lose heart, afraid to venture into the deep water 
again for fear of what others might say or do.  But our heavenly Father summons us to get 
our feet wet again and not allow the world to put us down or prompt us to give in and give 
up.  God calls on us to help each other, and say to each other, “Come with me, and we’ll go 
back into the water together, today.”  

 And that is what the church is supposed to do.  We are supposed to reach out to 
one another when we feel strong and when we feel weak. That is why God on the Day of 
Pentecost sent his Holy Spirit to create the church and draw us together so that we might 
“encourage one another to love and good works.”  That’s why it’s important for us to show 
up and participate in the community of faith.  So, gather with God’s community on this 
Pentecost Sunday so that together we might enter into the deeper waters of God’s love  
and faith.

      Greg Seckman Pastor

PEW POINTS 

WHY THE CHURCH MATTERS
“Encourage one another to love and good works.”

Hebrews 10:24



 2 PEW POINTS

• WORSHIP SCHEDULE

• SESSION
MEETING NOTES 
The Session has agreed that we should recognize the 60th anniversary of the organizing service of Eastminster.  It was on 
December 8, 1957 that the first official service was held for the newly formed Eastminster.  The thought at this point is to have just 
one service starting at 10AM followed by a brunch.  If you have any suggestions as to what should be included in the celebration, 
please let Jack Hynd know.   More information will be distributed as decisions are made.    

Session has offered and the Presbytery has accepted that Eastminster host the June, 2018 Presbytery meeting.  Presbytery 
functions are an integral part of our faith and hosting the meeting of Presbytery is a good way to stay involved with  
greater church.

Session meets the third Monday of each month.  If anyone would like to attend a Session meeting,  
please contact the clerk (Jack Hynd).  

JUNE 4th     
PENTECOST SUNDAY  – SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
SUMMER OUTDOOR WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS AT THE 8:30 SERVICE   

“Life in Spirit: Communion”   1 Corinthians 12:3-13
One of the great blessings of the Church is that the Gospel can reach across borders, 
transcend racial divides, breach economic and social walls, and bring together people 
from “east and west, north and south, to form,” as the old hymn says,  “one great 
fellowship of love, throughout the whole wide earth.”  It can do that because Christ does 
that, but sometimes we fall short. This Sunday we’ll try to do better.

JUNE 11th     
TRINITY SUNDAY   

“Imagio Dei”   Matthew 28: 16-20
When Christians say, “I believe in God”, they have traditionally followed it with a 
description, “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit”.  But, what does that mean?  How does that 
impact how we feel about God and what we do as a result? Those will be the answers 
we seek. 

JUNE 18th     
FATHER’S DAY   

“Guard Your Heart”   Proverbs 4:20-27
The Bible says, “Out of the heart flows the springs of life.”  We all know the truth of that.  
But, sometimes it becomes cluttered by diversions, distractions, or temptations that are 
dangerous to the soul. Then we lose sight of the purpose for which we were created and 
love begins to cool and faith begins to fade. That’s why God calls us you to guard your 
heart.

JUNE 25th       
“Isaac and Ismael”   Genesis 21:8-21
Anyone who has ever traveled in the Middle East knows that the people in that region 
have long memories.   Events that happened a thousand years ago can stir in people the 
same passion and feeling as can stories found in the morning newspaper.  Ask many 
when the problems in Israel began and they won’t point to a recent election, or even to 
United Nations charter of 1948.  They’ll take you back to the twelfth chapter in the book 
of Genesis. They’ll talk about Isaac and Ishmael.
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• EASTMINSTER CARES

• SECOND JOURNEY

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
It is with great pleasure and gratitude  that I report the results of 
the One Great Hour of Sharing off ering this year. As of April 30, the 
congregation had given $2,422.10  while in 2016 a total of $1,467.40 
had been donated. That is an increase of $954.70 or  65%.  I  can 
personally say it has been most gratifying for me as your session 
mission representative over the last almost 3 yrs to have had 
such generous outpourings of both volunteerism and fi nancial  
generosity.  I know that the charities that have received the benefi t 
are most grateful, especially in these times of so many cutbacks.  
Thank you.  

CHICKEN BBQ FUNDRAISERS FOR CHARITY 
We decided to cancel the BBQ set for May 13th due to the bad 
weather forecast (80% chance of rain and chilly temps) The FMC’s 
decision to move the yard sale to June 10th due to poor vendor 
participation on May 13th caused Missions to decide to change 
our June BBQ to June 10th to coincide with the yard sale/bake sale 
church event. 

PENTECOST OFFERING 
This PCUSA off ering is used to help support at risk children, youth 
and young adults. 

40% stays with our congregation and can be used for programs 
supporting youth and young adults in our church and community.

 25% supports Young Adult Volunteers

 25% goes Ministries with Youth 

 10% advocates for at-risk children

We again ask for your prayerful consideration in determining 
your donation.

BROWNIE BAKER REMINDER 
Brownies (with no nuts) are due by June 1st by 10AM at the latest 
for delivery and serving to recipients at the Our Daily Bread soup 
kitchen on S. George St. in York City. Harold and Mary Bentz will 
deliver them. 

YORK BENEVOLENT ASSOC. 
EAST YORK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
BACK PACK FOOD PROGRAM 
Volunteers packed a total of 188 bags (47/wk) for EYES during the 
month of April.  Many thanks again to the volunteers who packed 
the bags and special thanks to Julie Stover and her two sons, Sam 
and Scott , for taking the packed bags and actually loading them 
into the back packs at EYES so the children can take them home 
on Fridays. 

Thank you for being so faithful in this ministry.  

John Henty,  Missions

There is a small but special group from Eastminster who joins for breakfast and fellowship the last Wednesday of each month at Village 
Green Family Restaurant in East York at 9 am.  The group was started for widows or widowers to join together,  however they  are open 
to anyone wishing to join their group.  Occasionally Pastor Seckman will join the group or another member of the church leadership.  
Doris Ward is in charge of the organization of the group, so contact Doris with any questions or if you think you might attend.

• CONGREGATIONAL LIFE COMMITTEE
YORK REVOLUTION BASEBALL NIGHT

Your Congregational Life Committee has scheduled a Revolution Baseball night on July 15th, 2017. 
Put Saturday, July 15 on your calendar for the annual trip to see the York Revolution game 
at the stadium.  This York Revolution Faith and Family Fun Night is open to all members of 
the congregation along with guests.  It promises a great night of food, fun and baseball for 
all to enjoy.  The Congregational Life committee, under the direction of Jeff  Lewis, has 
planned this special event,  Tickets will be available for purchasing during the month of 
June for the discounted price of $5.00 for the fi rst 50 folks to sign up and then $8.00 to all others.  Jeff  has even 
planned a tour of the Revolution stadium for those interested. We will have great seats and just hope as many of 
you will join us as possible. Jeff  will have tickets available on Sundays in the month of June. Please plan to attend 
this special night.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact Jeff  Lewis or any member of the committee 
concerning this event.  We hope to see all of you there. 

Jan Trattner ,  CLC

Your Congregational Life Committee has scheduled a Revolution Baseball night on July 15th, 2017. 
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Date – Birthday  

  1 – Becky Husson

  1 – Haley Egger

  2 – Brayden Egger

  5 – Jeff  Senft

  6 – Marcy Moore

  8 – Mary Smith

12 – Dick Bowen

12 – Kathy LeBlanc

12 – Christi Tollinger

14 – Nancy Bowersox

16 – Don Green

Date – Anniversary

  1 – Roger &Tara Shultz

  5 – John & Jane Henty

  5 – Warren & Beth Magid

  6 – Jim & Marilyn Sanford

  6 – John & Peggy Deming

10 – Dennis & Lonna Ashton

10 – Tom & Sally Glover

11 – Jason & Beth Anne Foess

12 – Fred & Kathy Becker

16 – Kate Strickler

17 – Cinda Nease

19 – Sue Bergeron

22 – Lee Spancake

25 – Melissa Peck

26 – Daniel May

26 –Andrea Rohrbaugh

28 – Carol Gongola

30 – Chuck Holsinger

30 – Bob Casbeer

30 – Kathy Cassel

• THOSE WE HAVE REMEMBERED IN PRAYER LAST MONTH

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

Eastminster Presbyterian Church – 
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry
All our Military Men and Women around the 
world and their families back home
Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Brooks Argento
Dick & Lou Bowen
Family & Friends of Gloria 
Hildebrand
Norman Hoyt
Linda & Jim May

Jerry & Tania O’Hearn
Phil & Tana Rarick and Family
Walter and Frann Ross
Barbara & George Simonson
Bonnie & Lee Spancake
Dick Thomas

June

• DEACONS
SERVE HIM WITH GLADNESS 

Each year during the Season of Lent it is our privilege to serve and minister to the 
Eastminster Congregation in a number of ways.

Fun Fact – Did you know that the Deacons can support your medical equipment needs?

EPC has crutches, walkers, a wheelchair and yes, even an elevated toilet seat available to 
use temporarily if you want to avoid the hassle of purchasing, storing and later disposing 
of the equipment. This equipment is available for you to borrow and use as long as you 
need it.

Contact Christy Freytag or any Deacon for the complete listing and information 
on this program.

Blessings and enjoy your day!

EPC Board of Deacons

15 – Foster & Dee Hoyt

16– Larry & Kathy LeBlanc

19 – Jim & Phyllis Harnish

20 – Gene & Judie Lightfoot

22 – Bob & Marcy Moore

25 – Earl & Pat Brunk

27 – Jack & Marty Hynd

28 – John & Debbie Ehrat

29 – Don & Ellissa Kauff man
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FMC YARD SALE   
Due to the poor response to the May 13th date of our annual Yard Sale, FMC changed the 
day to SATURDAY, JUNE 10TH. Same time, same cost for a space, but please not the same 
wet weather. Spaces are available for $15.00, payable in advance. If you do not want to sell 
your own items, FMC welcomes the donation of quality items you may no longer want. They 
can be brought to the Haines House MPR on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, June 7th-9th. 
Presbyterian women will be holding a bake and book sale. FMC will be selling hot dogs 
and Bury burgers as well as soda and bottled water. The proceeds from our previous Yard 
Sales have bought such items as the new picnic tables at the Outdoor Worship Center. We 
thank everyone for their patience and understanding when we needed to change the date 
and hope that our church family and friends will join us on June 10th whether you are a 
seller or buyer (or both). We would love to have you assist us on that day with our food and 
“treasure” sale and we ask everyone to please keep fi ngers crossed for NO RAIN . . . afraid we 
would be “pushing it” to hope for warm and sunny skies . . . just dry will do!  Please contact 
Dave Lewis to reserve your spot or to volunteer as “honorary” FMC members.

Dee Hoyt,  FMC Elder

THE RAIN CAME DOWN   
And so did the ceiling! Once again “April showers” cancelled our second Spring Clean-up date and so your FMC volunteers came out 
on Wednesday, April 26th to do a “mini” lists of tasks. Just as the guys were leaving the Haines Multi-purpose room, twelve 2’x4’ ceiling 
tiles came tumbling down from the area just inside the door! Fortunately no one was hurt and the ceiling was repaired in less than two 
hours. We thank two members of our church family, Sandy Lewis and Patrick Bishop, who joined us that day. Sandy emptied the food 
pantry closet in the Fellowship Hall kitchen, cleaned all the shelves, disposed of out dated items and reorganized the food supplies. 
Patrick brought his rake with him and worked with your FMC volunteers to clean out the fl ower beds and distribute mulch. We thank 
Dave and Jeff  Lewis, Gary Hoff man, John Deming, Bob Maxwell, Earl Brunk, Bob Casbeer, Ken Kellar, Dick Campbell, and Foster Hoyt for 
spending the somewhat damp day working on the grounds and “ducking” falling ceiling tiles! The weather had not been a friend to FMC 
the past few months and we hope that the date selected for our Fall Clean-up won’t see an early snow storm.

A total of 176 hours were logged in during the past month. Many of those hours were spent outdoors with mowing, trimming and 
mulching. Signs for church activities were placed on the lawn at the driveway and the messages on the permanent signboard changed, 
as needed. The big project was the installation of the new post lights at the side of the sanctuary and the entrance and exit driveways. 
These new fi xtures are more energy effi  cient and give more light...better sight and security. Our Facilities Manager, Harold Smith, 
coordinated and assisted with all of the day’s projects...even the unplanned ceiling repair.

FMC thanks Ruth Anne and Hilton Foore . . . they generously donated the three automatic hand sanitizers that have been installed in 
Fellowship Hall at the two entrances and outside of the lavatories. Hopefully they will lessen the chances of spreading all those fl u and 
cold germs when we gather together for various events.

Your FMC volunteers congratulate all of our EPC 2017 graduates and wish them bright futures. And to all the dads . . . Happy Father’s Day!

• FACILITIES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
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• MUSIC MINISTRY
HOW GREAT THOU ART
Church choirs are having a hard time in lots of congregations. 
Several weeks ago during our worship services, we sang 
hymn #467, “How Great Thou Art”, perhaps the best known 
of all hymns.  I wondered how this tune and text came 
together and became so familiar to all of us.  As it turns out, it 
had to travel from Sweden to Germany to Russia and then to 
England before it finally reached the United States in 1951.  

The original text of this hymn is by Carl Gustav Boberg (1859-
1940). It was written in 1885 as a result of his experience in a 
midday thunderstorm where moments of flashing lightning 
were followed by a clear brilliant sun. After the storm, he 
heard the song of birds in nearby trees. It is reported that 
Rev. Boberg fell on his knees in “humble adoration to God.’’ 
Shortly after this experience, he wrote the nine-stanza poem 
“O Store Gud.’’ Several years later, he was visiting Varmland 
and was surprised to hear the congregation singing his poem 
to an old Swedish folk melody. He later published the poem 
in Sanningsvittnet (1891).

The hymn was translated into German by Manfred von 
Glehn and then into English by Rev. E. Gustav Johnson as 
“O Mighty God, When I Behold the Wonder’’ (1925). In 1927, 
I. S. Prohanoff translated the German version into Russian. 
Keene Hine (b. 1899), the author of the most popular English 
version, was a missionary to Russia. He and his wife often 
sang the Russian text as a duet as they worked among 
the Ukrainian people. The first three stanzas of his English 
version were written prior to 1939. With the outbreak of 
World War II, Hine returned to England, where he wrote the 
fourth stanza after the war. 

The hymn in its present form was introduced to U.S. 
congregations by James Caldwell at Stony Brook Bible 
Conference Center, Long Island, New York, in 1951. But it was 
George Beverly Shea and Cliff Barrows of the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Team who popularized it during a London 
Crusade in Harringay Arena. In 1974 the hymn was picked as 
the most popular in America by the readers of Christian Herald 
magazine. The hymn has become a favorite of the Korean 
Presbyterians, hence a phonetic rendering of the Korean, by 
Myung Ja Yue, is included in The Presbyterian Hymnal (1990). 
O STORE GUD is an old Swedish melody long associated with 
both the original Swedish and the present English texts. The 
harmonization is by Stuart K. Hine (1949).

What a journey!  With so many people and languages 
involved, it’s a wonder “How Great Thou Art” survived at all.  I 
believe that the soaring melody of the chorus, coupled with 
the text “Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee,  How 
Great Thou Art!  How Great Thou Art!” is one of the most 
powerful, memorable expressions of faith found anywhere in 
music.  And the singing of this congregation is never stronger 
than with this hymn!

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 
rdy1949@gmail .com

• HISTORIAN 

A LOOK BACK IN TIME…40 Years Ago – 1977

The year 1977 began with Gerald Ford in the White House, but he was soon 
replaced by Jimmy Carter, who won the 1976 Presidential Election and was 
inaugurated on January 20th .  In January the world’s first personal computer, 
the Commodore PET was demonstrated in Chicago .  By April the Apple II went 
on sale with a minimum base price of $1,298 .  In July a devastating flood hit the 
Johnstown PA area causing billions of dollars of damage and the loss of over 80 
lives .  Elvis Presley died in August and by the end of 1977, Groucho Marx, Bing 
Crosby and Charlie Chaplin had passed .  The U .S . returned the Panama Canal back 
to Panama .  The World Trade Center was completed in New York City .  The average 
American income was $15,000 and a gallon of gas cost 65 cents . 
In entertainment, the top grossing movie of 1977 was Star Wars followed by 
Smokey and the Bandit .  The Oscar for Best Picture went to Rocky .  Some of the 
top TV shows were Happy Days, Laverne and Shirley and M*A*S*H .  The award-
winning TV miniseries Roots captivated American audiences .  The top songs were 
Tonight’s the Night by Rod Stewart, I Just Want to Be Your Everything by Andy 
Gibbs, Hotel California by The Eagles and We Will Rock You by Queen .
In the world of sports, the Oakland Raiders defeated the Minnesota Vikings in the 
Super Bowl .  The Portland Trailblazers defeated the Philadelphia 76ers for the NBA 
Championship .  Seattle Slew captured Horse Racing’s Triple Crown .  Tom Watson 
won both the Masters and British Open in golf .  In motor sports, Cale Yarborough 
won the Daytona 500 and the NASCAR Championship, while AJ Foyt won the Indy 

500 for the fourth time .  In Major League Baseball, the New York Yankees,  
led by Mr . October, Reggie Jackson, defeated the Los Angeles Dodgers in the  
World Series .
In 1977 the staff at Eastminster Presbyterian Church included Senior Minister, the 
Rev . Raymond K . Rossnagel and Associate Minister, the Rev . Bruce D . Williams .  
Steve Beach served as Clerk of Session .  Membership in 1977 stood at 1,170 
members .  The two church services averaged 409 people, while the Sunday 
School Session averaged 208 .  The highest single day of attendance was the 
Christmas Eve services with over 1,076 people attending .
Elder Margaret Myers chaired the Christian Education Committee .  The Sunday 
School Superintendents were John Demming at 9:30 and Leon Spangler at 
11:00 .  A large group of teaching staff assisted them . The “Above and Beyond” 
program was instituted .  This was a series of memorization phrases and Bible 
verses to help prepare young children in their faith journey .  Rally Day was held 
on September 11th .  Judy Couch and Jo Watson directed the Christmas Figurine 
program .
The Adult Work Committee was led by Elder Dele Wollum .  This committee served 
as liaison between Session and the Men’s Association, Women’s Association, 
Single Women’s Fellowship and Couples Club . This group also oversaw the Church 
Picnic, which was held in June along with an evening music program presented 
by Louis Velez and friends .                                                               (continues on page 7)
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• HISTORIAN 

(continues from page 6)         Some of the special programs of the Women’s Association 
included:  a Salad Luncheon with a program on “Grief” presented by Chaplain James 
Murr of York Hospital (January 17th); program on “Our Capitol” presented by Louis 
Skeparnias from Congressman William Goodling’s office (October 10th); Christmas 
program organized by Shirley Parker with organ selections by Gene Myers and vocals by 
David Rogers .  Helen Rossnagel was presented an Honorary Membership for her service .  
This included a certificate, silver pin and letter of commendation (December 12th) .  The 
Women’s Association also handled responsibility for Blanket Sunday (May 8th) and the 
Church Bazaar (November 12th) .
The Men’s Association held a Mother-Daughter Banquet, Palm Sunday Breakfast and 
BBQ (June) . The group constructed a sign for use by church groups to notify others 
about activities .  The Men’s Association considered disbanding over the summer 
of 1977, but a decision was made to hold a reorganizational meeting along with a 
spaghetti dinner and football film presentation .  Gary German was elected President . 
The group also decided to continue financial support of seminary student,  
Greg Seckman .  
The Couples Club coordinators were John and Suzanne Seebold, Cecil and Sandy 
Wristen, and Harold and Kitty Manifold .  Some 1977 activities included a square dance 
(February), bowling (March), Car Rally (May), apple butter making (October) and a 
Progressive Dinner (December) .
Ruth Zelinski led the Single Women’s Fellowship .  Some of the group’s activities 
included a Valentine’s Day Covered Dish at the home of Vergie Kauffman (February); Kay 
Ammerman presented a slide show of her Ireland trip (March); bus trip to Washington 
DC for the cherry blossoms and to visit the Smithsonian Institute (April); Dinner Theatre 
at Limestone (August); and Christmas Party at Lincoln Woods (December) .
Elder William Kirk was the chair of the Youth Work Committee .  The Junior High Youth 
Fellowship was led by Jack and Shirley Parker, who held programs on Sunday evenings .  
This group held the annual Easter Egg Hunt, decorated vases for the Deacons, who used 
to take flowers to hospitals, and placed wreaths in the classrooms at Christmas .  The 
Niners Youth Fellowship was led by Bill and Jeannette Dunlap (to May) and Gail Dunphy 
(starting in Fall) .  They held meetings on Sunday evenings and decorated the outside 
of the church with lights for Christmas . The Senior High Youth Fellowship leaders were 
Gordon and Paula Wolfe, Kerry and Wendy Smith and Gail Dunphy (until moving to 
the Niners) .  The group raised funds and prepared for their July trip to Buckhorn, which 
included several break downs by their bus .  In November the group presented a slide 
show program on the experiences of their trip .  Youth Sunday raised proceeds for the 
Johnstown Flood victims .  The “Post Highs” held a dessert and coffee program, plus a 
Communion Service during the Christmas Holiday .  This was led by Rev . Rossnagel and 
Bill Kirk .
The Creative Education Committee was led  by Elder Kathy Bateman .  A Communicant 
Class was held from January through May on Sunday evenings .  Rev . Rossnagel and Lay 
Leaders, Nancy Carr Peter Piepmeier, Debbie MacDerment and Martha Schaffstall, ran 
the program .  On May 22 a total of 27 young people were received into membership .  
Vacation Bible School was held for six days in August .  Faye Tull was the director with 
assistance from Kathy Bateman and roughly 50 members of the congregation, who 
taught approximately 150 students .  A Children’s Christmas Celebration was held on 
December 11th .
Elder Rod Russell was the chairman of the Worship Committee .  Organist Eugene 
Myers recommended replacement of the aging and deteriorating Baldwin electronic 
organ .  An Organ Selection Committee formed and researched replacement options .  
It was decided to purchase an Allen Digital Computer Organ .  An Organ Fund Raising 
Committee was formed and led by Jim Walker .  The entire funding was raised by June .  
The organ was ordered and installed in July .  It was dedicated at a special recital in 
September with Eugene Myers performing .  
In addition to Organist Eugene Myers, several others assisted in leading the music 
programs at Eastminster .  Harry Kehler was the Senior Choir director until he resigned 
in August .  His replacement was David Rogers .  The Junior Choir was led by Director 
Kathy Bateman and Accompanist Joan Stearns in the first half of the year and Director 
Kate Strickler and Accompanist Sandy Warner in the second half .  Director Mary 

DeVerter and Accompanist Sandy Warner led the Youth Choir in the first half of the 
year and Director Kathy Bateman and Accompanist Susan Hinkle in the second half .  
Lois Klinedinst directed the Bell Ringers until December .  Co-Directors Peg Rush 
and Nancy Yonker led this group during December .
Peg Search served the Worship Committee as the chairperson of the flowers .  
Some special worship programs of 1977 included the Children’s Choir Program, 
“100% Chance of Rain” in February; a “Night of Music” where the Eastminster 
Senior Choir merged with the choir of First Church of the Brethren for a special 
program in May; and an observance of Eastminster’s 20th Anniversary at a service 
in December .
The Congregational Life Committee was led by Elder Ruth Stoeckle .  The group’s 
projects included the production of the 20th Anniversary Pictorial Church  
Directory and providing refreshments and baby sitting services for most 
Congregational meetings .
Elder James Green served as chairman of the Evangelism Committee .  This group 
was responsible for calls and letters to church visitors .  They also conducted five 
new members classes .
The Stewardship Committee leader was Elder Chester Robak .  The committee 
conducted a letter campaign that generated commitments of $147,000 .  The 
response rate of members was 78 .4% .
Elder Judy Couch was the chairperson of the Church & Society Committee .  She  
and her group organized volunteers for community projects, was involved with 
the York County Council of Churches and HOPE, Home Opportunities by the People 
of Eastminster .
A special “Johnstown Flood-Eastminster Cares” project was established during 
1977 .  The project aided 10 families from the First Presbyterian Church of 
Johnstown, who were affected by the flooding .  On October 2, 1977, Chet Robak 
presented the families and their stories .  Proceeds from various fund raising 
events, such as a Doughnut Sale and Senior High Youth Group Breakfast were 
used .  Gifts, ornaments and cookies were collected at the December 11th Creative 
Education Family Night Program .  On December 13th the Rev . Bruce Williams and 
several volunteers from the congregation made the trip to Johnstown to donate 
the gifts and ten checks for $100 .  The items were delivered to the Rev . James 
Cuppett of the First Presbyterian Church of Johnstown, who distributed the gifts .
Elder Barbera Holleran was the chairperson of the Missions Committee .  The 
committee adopted and supported Betty Wilmot, a missionary to Colombia .  The 
committee created the Johnstown Flood-Eastminster Cares project, as well as 
oversight of One Great Hour of Sharing and the Christmas Offering .  Nearly $28,500 
in disbursements were made to local missions, emergency missions funds and 
denominational causes .    
Joan Stearns served as President of the Board of Deacons .  Their projects included 
distribution of flowers, tape recording of sermons for shut ins and preparation 
of Communion .  The Deacons distributed 10 food baskets at Thanksgiving and 
contributed to the assistance of the Johnstown Flood victims .
President David Baum led the Board of Trustees .  Subcommittees under the Board 
of Trustees included, Legal, Auditing, Renovations, Snow Removal and Gardens .  
Several of the 1977 building projects involved renovation to the Haines House .  
These included painting of the exterior, correction of a water seepage issue into 
the south wall and elimination of a bee problem on the front porch .  The Trustees 
scheduled use of the facilities by outside organizations and administered the 
church budget .  The 1977 church budget operated on income of $138,129 with 
expenses of $129,934 .  Liabilities on the books included a mortgage to York Federal 
and a loan to the Board of National Missions .
  
Bob Moore, Church Historian



All circles WELCOME new members.
Each meeting has a time of Bible Study and fellowship.
Regular meetings are held September thru May.
To learn more, call a circle leader.

• MIRIAM CIRCLE
SCHOOLS OUT  

And the kids are home! That means you are going to need to order more Giant, Weis and Jerry cards 
to get through the month.  No more school lunches and your college students will now be doing their 
laundry at home. The arrival of summer means pools are open, barbeques and picnics, local fresh fruits 
and vegetables, mosquitoes and assorted bugs, and need for sunscreen. Your grocery gift cards will 
make shopping so much easier. The shelves at Giant, Weis and Jerry’s have everything you need for 
summer food and fun. You are even able to purchase gas for your day trips or vacation travel. 

The June cards will be available for pick-up on Sunday, June 4th.  Sunday, June 25th will be the last day 
to order your July cards. Make sure you have planned your July 4th menu so you will know the extra 
amount of cards you will need. As always, we will have additional cards if you need more or just forgot 
to order. Sandy and Dee maintain a list of “standing” monthly orders so you do not have to use the 
sign-up sheets on the Usher’s Room doors. You can always change your order if you need to. If you 
know that you will not be in church on the fi rst Sunday of the month, prepayment for your cards would 
be greatly appreciated as EPC must send payment in that week. 

Our May sales totaled: $13,050.00, cash back: $652.50. And you will certainly be able to see what the 
card monies bought when you drive past the church at night . . . the new post lights at the driveways.  
Miriam Circle thanks you for your continued support of the FMC fundraiser that allows the purchase of 
items outside of their budget. 

PRE-ORDER FOR THE HOLIDAYS

In the past, the knitters held a Christmas Knitters Shoppe in the month 
of November.  This year we are going to operate it diff erently.  Instead 
of guessing what you want and making it ahead, we are making 
samples of what we have to off er and let you place a pre-order.  We 
started the pre-orders in May at the Grocery Card pick-up on May 
7th and NOAH on May 11th.  We will continue to have the samples 
available at Grocery Card delivery and any opportunity we have.  You 
may contact one of the knitters at anytime for pre-orders.  We will ask 
your color preferences but for certain items we are limited to the yarn 
that we know is available.  Here is a list of our samples:  Dishcloths, 
Scrubbies, Hot pads (2 styles), small Christmas stocking, Hats, Fingerless 
gloves, Cowl scarf, Infi nity scarf, other scarves, small Decorative 
snowman, Christmas hot pad, small bear mittens and other unique 
items we may create. 

MIRIAM CIRCLE meets on the third Thursday of the month at
10 a.m. in the Multi- Purpose Room. Circle leader is Cindy Peterson.  

ESTHER CIRCLE meets on the third Tuesday of the month at
12:30 in the Multi-Purpose Room. Circle leader is Fran Mount .

RUTH CIRCLE meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month at
1 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room. Circle leader is Pat Brunk.

• PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

• KNITTERS OF EASTMINSTER

 8 PEW POINTS





 10 PEW POINTS

THURSDAY, JUNE 1 
10:00am Brownies (no nuts) for soup kitchen due 

on table in Narthex 

FRIDAY, JUNE 2 
HAC CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED 

SUNDAY, JUNE 4 
Grocery Card payment & pickup is TODAY after services. 
8:30am Worship/Communion / Outdoor Service Begins 
11:00am Worship/communion 
5:00pm Rental: New Generation Ministry Worship Service 

MONDAY, JUNE 5 
9:30am Stephen Ministers 
6:30pm Worship Ministry   

TUESDAY, JUNE 6 
12:30pm FMC Meeting 
6:00pm Preschool Meeting 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7 
Set-up for Yard Sale 
9:00am Afghan Group 
10:00am Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship 
7:00pm New Generation Ministry Youth Group

THURSDAY, JUNE 8 
Set-up for Yard Sale 
3:00pm Admin. & Personnel meeting 
6:30pm Deacons Meeting 
7:00pm Mission Committee 
7:00pm Pre-School Board

FRIDAY, JUNE 9 
HAC CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED 
Set-up for Yard Sale

SATURDAY, JUNE 10 
8:00am Yard Sale & Chicken BBQ  

SUNDAY, JUNE 11 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
5:00pm Rental: New Generation Ministry Worship

MONDAY, JUNE 12 
Summer Camp 9-2 
6:30pm Congregational Life 
7:00pm Trustees Meeting

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER LIST INFO, NOTE 
CHANGE WITH WHERE TO SEND – Please change your 

records to reflect the new e-mail address to which bulletin 
announcements and Prayer List additions and changes  

should be sent. That address is now  
epcyorkoffice@gmail.com.

EASTMINSTER CALENDAR

TUESDAY, JUNE 13 
Summer Camp 9-2 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14 
Summer Camp 9-2  
10:00am Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship 
7:00pm New Generation Ministry Youth Group 

THURSDAY, JUNE 15 
Summer Camp 9-2  
Newsletter info due – e-mail to:  
        newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com  
7:00pm Preschool Board meeting  

FRIDAY, JUNE 16 
HAC CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED 
Summer Camp 9-2   

SUNDAY, JUNE 18 
Father’s Day  
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
5:00pm Rental: New Generation Ministry Worship Service

MONDAY, JUNE 19  
Summer Camp 9-2  
9:30am Stephen Ministers 
7:00pm Session   

TUESDAY, JUNE 20 
Summer Camp 9-2 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21 
Summer Camp 9-2  
10:00am Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship 
6:00pm Newsletter Team 
7:00pm New Generation Ministry Youth Group

THURSDAY, JUNE 22 
Summer Camp 9-2 

FRIDAY, JUNE 23 
HAC CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED 
Summer Camp 9-2
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FINANCIAL REPORT
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF APRIL 30, 2017

Ordinary Income Actual Budget
Envelope Offering 125,992.30 117,978.00
Open Plate  1,610.93 1,729.00
Sunday School 

  Offering 46.28 83.00
Per Capita 5,441.83 5,484.00           
Rental Income 24,620.00 23,107.00
Interest Income 

  (checking) 3.83 0.00
Misc. Income 3,064.00 3,571.44

Total Budget 
  Income 160,779.17 151,952.44 

Expenses
Payroll 75,132.74    85,206.12
Accounting Services 3,652.93 4,150.00
Per Capita Expense 3,955.68 3,955.68
Bank Expenses 55.00 22.00 
Line of Credit Int. Exp. 0.00 465.68
Deacons’ Open Plate 

  Communion 319.56 333.32
 Education 502.90 1,700.00

Congregational Life/
  Outreach 1,268.03 925.00
 Stewardship 601.04 1,450.00 
  Communications 433.53 633.28
 Mission 10,375.00 11,041.64
 Worship 1,613.29 2,625.00
 Administration 678.09 666.64

Plant Expenses 26,454.69 27,148.00
General Expenses 6,298.20 5,640.00

Total Budget 
  Expenses 131,340.68 145,962.36

*HAC – Haines Administration Center 
Please see the eastminster-york.org website  
for possible updates and changes to the calendar.

CALENDAR CON’T

SUNDAY, JUNE 25  
TODAY is the cut off date for ordering Weis or Giant Grocery 
Cards. (Pickup & payment will be next Sunday.)  
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
5:00pm Rental: New Generation Ministry Worship Service   

MONDAY, JUNE 26 
Summer Camp 9-2    

TUESDAY, JUNE 27 
Summer Camp 9-2 
5:30pm Bair Foundation Support Group 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28 
Summer Camp 9-2  
9:00am Second Journey Breakfast 
10:00am Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship 
6:00pm Christian Education Meeting 
7:00pm New Generation Ministry Youth Group

THURSDAY, JUNE 29 
Summer Camp 9-2 

FRIDAY, JUNE 30 
HAC CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED 
Summer Camp 9-2

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for submitting an article or 

announcement for next month’s “Pew Points” is the 
15th of this month.  Please email your information to:  

newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com  
or leave it in the “Pew Points” mail box in the copier room 

of the Haines Administration Center.  
Thanks!



Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402

CONTACT INFORMATION
www.eastminster-york.org

NAME PHONE EMAIL

Pastor Greg Seckman Cell: 818-0813 greg .epcyork@gmail .com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 891-4536 randy .epcyork@gmail .com

Beth Anne Foess, Administrative Assistant 755-6222 epcyorkoffice@gmail .com

Harold Smith, Facilities Manager  717-314-9281 harold .epcyork@gmail .com

Newsletter Info newsletter .epcyork@gmail .com  

Accounting/Finance 757-5217 epcfinance@gmail .com

Carly VonStein, Pre-School Director 755-0543 eastminsterpreschool@gmail .com

Pre-School 755-0543 eastminsterpreschool@gmail .com

Please Note: Church Office hours are daily, Monday through Thursday. 
The Church Office is closed on Fridays.

JUNE 4th    
PENTECOST SUNDAY  –  
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
SUMMER OUTDOOR WORSHIP 
8:30 SERVICE   

“Life in Spirit: Communion”   
1 Corinthians 12:3-13

JUNE 11th    
TRINITY SUNDAY  

“Imagio Dei”  
  Matthew 28: 16-20

JUNE 18th    
FATHER’S DAY   

“Guard Your Heart”   
Proverbs 4:20-27

JUNE 25th    
“Isaac and Ismael”   
Genesis 21:8-21




