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PEW POINTS 

 Sometime back, the columnist Erma Bombeck, toward the end of her life wrote, “If I  
had my life to live over again, I would have waxed the floor less and listened more.  I would 
have taken more time to listen to my grandfather ramble about his youth.  I would have 
gone to bed when I was sick instead of pretending the earth would go into a holding  
pattern if I weren’t there for a day.  There would have been more I love you, more I’m sorry, 
more I’m listening; but mostly, given another shot at life, I would seize every minute of it, 
look at it and really see it – try it on- live it- and never give that minute back until there was 
nothing left of it.” 

 God gave us a gift called time.  How we use it is up to us.  We can squander it, invest it, 
give it, or lose it.  But we can never hoard it and save it up for later.  There is no instant replay.

 William James once said, “The great use of time is to spend it for something that will 
outlast it.” So, God’s gift of time is not primarily for the sake of doing more - it is for doing 
what matters more.  Convert your time into something of value.  Use it wisely and make the 
most of it.

 If like most people, you worry because you think time is running short, remember the 
good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ and perhaps the only verse you’ve committed to 
memory, “For God so loved the world he gave his only begotten son, that whosever believes 
in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  So, there’s more time than you think if you 
take the time to receive by faith this gift God has given through his son. That’s kairos – God’s 
time, and that will never end.

 The old hymn sums this up:

Our God, our help in ages past,

Our hope for years to come,

Be thou our guard while life shall last,

And our eternal home.

      Greg Seckman Pastor

“For everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under heaven.”
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
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• WORSHIP SCHEDULE

• BLANKET SUNDAY – JANUARY 15th
BURR!
When the weather outside is cold and snow is deep, we burrow under warm 
blankets every night to stay warm as we fall fast asleep. Now imagine a man 
on a cold bench or a family standing outside of their home, looking at the 
devastation caused by a natural disaster…How will they find warmth? For many, 
a simple blanket given when they most need it is a loving way to offer warmth, 
to offer hope. Many people without homes have a daily challenge of fighting the 
bitter cold. Around the world, disasters force people from their homes, sending 
them to shelters and refugee camps where a blanket can make a big difference.

For declining neighborhoods, outside of major cities in the U.S., families struggle 
to make ends meet. For example, in Detroit, the Brightmoor neighborhood has 
seen decline in the last years.  When 80 Church World Sunday blankets were 
delivered to a local shelter, it boosted the morale of the community – a small 
gesture, to show that they mattered and others were thinking of them.

The CWS Blanket program provides warmth, hope and care during cold and 
trying times.  A gift of just $10 provides a sturdy, comforting blanket to children, 
men and women who struggle against the cold. (The message above is from a 
CWS Minutes for Missions.)

Last year, the members of Eastminster donated funds to purchase about 70 
blankets.  This year on January 15th we celebrate Blanket Sunday.  I encourage 
you to give as generously as possible so that even more people will know not 
only warmth but the possibilities of hope.

Ann Bowman ,  Eastminster PW

JANUARY 1st     
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION    
11:00AM SERVICE: “The Other Wise Man” ~ Matthew 2:1-12

JANUARY 8th 
TIME FOR REMEMBRANCE OF THOSE WHO PASSED AWAY DURING 2016 

 
“Bruised Reeds – Flickering Candles” ~ Isaiah 42: 1-9  
JANUARY 15th    
“Finding Something that Lasts in a Throw-Away World” ~ Isaiah 40:1-11   

JANUARY 22nd    

“Gone Fishin’” ~ Matthew 4:12-23  
JANUARY 29th       

“What Does the Lord Require?” ~ Micah 6:1-8 

• DEACONS
SERVING OTHERS
Four times a year, the Board of Deacons conduct a Sunday afternoon worship service for the residents of Kingston Manor.  Dan Folk is in 
charge of the planning and welcomes the 15 – 20 residents that join us for worship.  They enjoy a service just for them.  Special music is 
provided by Don Wonders, a scripture reading by one of our Deacons and Pastor Greg delivers the message.  Sally Frey plays the piano  
and we all enjoy singing the old favorite, familiar hymns.
The Congregation is invited and welcome and to join us for these services.  Helpers are always needed and occasionally we need a sub  
for someone.  Additional voices to help sing those old favorite hymns would be terrific!  
Please consider joining us at the next service scheduled for March 19, 2017.  If you have questions or would like to participate in this special 
ministry please contact one of the Deacons.
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• EASTMINSTER CARES
CHRISTMAS FOOD BOXES FOR  
BELL FAMILY RECIPIENTS    
We packed  enough food for 12 Bell Family Shelter Bridge families 
to last 7 or more days, providing a smoked ham as the meat for the 
holiday. We also provided food boxes for a needy EPC Preschool 
family with 8 children, and another family that we have been giving 
to for several years.  Thank you to all who helped in one or more 
ways by donating food or  money and helping with the packing. 
Also a special thank you to Glenn Bloss who has provided us with 
good sized sturdy boxes for the food. He put the boxes together so 
we are ready to fill them on Sat. before the holiday.  

EASTMINSTER CARES EYES  
BACK PACK FOOD PROGRAM
Eastminster continues to provide 2 teams of people (about 10 
people) plus substitutes that alternate working on Monday 
mornings to provide food for those students that would in all 
likelihood not have adequate food for the weekend. Our EPC 
youth have also gotten involved at East York Elementary School 
(EYES) to place the bags into back packs for the students to take 
home on Friday for the weekend. This has become a major source 
of fellowship and service for our church. 

PLEASANT ACRES NURSING AND REHAB    
Your mission committee responded to a plea from Pleasant Acres 
Nursing and Rehab for gifts for patients in their care.  We set 
aside $1,000 for our committee representatives Leslie Atkins and 
Georgia Mazzolla to purchase needed items from a list provided 
by staff at the county home.  We received the following letter from 
the Community Services Coordinator, Mary Snyder

“Dear members of Eastminster Presbyterian,

Thank you all so very much for your generous donation to our resident 
gift giving program. It is thanks to kind, caring and thoughtful 
people like you, that we are able to provide gifts for our residents at 
Christmas. Every item donated is very much appreciated and will be 
used by our residents.

 Have a blessed Christmas and a very happy New Year!

     Sincerely,  
     Mary Snyder

 The mission outreach of Eastminster Presbyterian 
reached a new level in 2015, thanks to the generosity of our 
congregation and the careful stewardship of church funds 
by Trustees and Session and their respective committees.  
I feel personally blessed to have had a fine hard working 
committee to work with over the last 2 years of my 
chairmanship. The annual report will give all of you a better 
insight as where the money  came from and where it went 
and highlight the primary activities of those charities we 
helped support. 

 We have been exploring alternate and /or additional 
ways to involve the congregation in raising funds to expand 
our work in the community and country. As a part of that, 
we discussed some possibilities of using our kitchen and 
fellowship hall as an outreach to the community for a  
pancake breakfast and/or spaghetti supper. 

  We had asked the trustees to possibly raise our 
budgeted money to $40,000 , they decided that a more 
prudent amount would be an increase of $5,000 to a total 
of $35,000. We are grateful for that amount and I  believe 
that with the continued use of the quarterly mission giving 
envelopes, we will be able to accomplish all of our goals  
for 2017.

John Henty,  Missions

ANGEL TREE    
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Angel Tree/Christmas 
Giving program. This year we provided Christmas joy to 83 children. 
Gifts were delivered the week before Christmas to Bell Family Shelter 
and the staff was amazed at our congregation’s generosity. Thank 
you for being the Light for those less fortunate this Christmas season. 
~Beth Anne Foess 

• CONGREGATIONAL LIFE COMMITTEE
THANK YOU!

On behalf of the Congregational Life Committee, I would like to thank all who attended 
our Thanksgiving Dinner on November 20 in Fellowship Hall. We served turkey, stuffing, 
mashed potatoes and gravy.  The committee appreciated all the delicious sides and 
desserts, those who attended, provided to accompany our meal. A note of thanks to the 
committee members Jane Henty, Sandy and Jeff Lewis, Barb Blymire and Sandy Hoffman 
who worked very hard to make our dinner a success.  In addition we appreciated the help 
of Shirley and Jack Parker along with Gary Hoffman and Dave Lewis.  Under the direction 
of John Henty, the Mission Committee set up the tables and chairs for the dinner and we 
thank them for their hard work.  

If anyone has any suggestions for future events you would like to see us plan as a 
congregation, please feel free to contact me or any member of our committee. These 
gatherings are fun and a great way to get to know members of our church family.  We are 
here to serve you and are open to your suggestions. We look forward to hearing from you.

Jan Trattner ,  CLC
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Date – Birthday  

1 – Kathleen Kellar

4 – Craig Baker

4 – Donna Chaney

5 – Ronald Bowersox

6 – Art McAlister

6 – Arvida Wanner

11 – Beth Anne Foess

13 – Jason Foess

13 – Jim Woof

13 – Hudson Nazario

16 – Jan Trattner

Date – Anniversary

20 – Mark & Linda Krom

21 – Dave & Sandy Lewis

24 – Bill & Lois Moore   

January  

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY  
CELEBRATIONS

17 – Nancy Schindo

17 – Greg Seckman

18 – Dick Thomas

18 – Joan Vange

20 – Bob Gould

22 – Linda Scamara

23 – Andrea Etzweiler

23 – William Haddad

23 – Foster Hoyt

23 – Jim Sanford

24 – Kay Matunis

25 – Amy DeGrange

The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything, by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.          Philippians 4:5-7 (RSV)

• THOSE WE HAVE REMEMBERED IN PRAYER LAST MONTH

Eastminster Presbyterian Church –  
Our Congregation, Mission, and Ministry
All our Military Men and Women around the  
world and their families back home
Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers

Family of Caroline Anderson
Brooks Argento
Kaeden Babcock

Dick & Lou Bowen
Dave Bryson

Dallas Chaney
Gladys Conard
Marilyn DiCola

Glenda Fleshman
David Foore

Ruth Anne Foore
Carol Gongola
Sam Gregory
Tessa Hullfish

JoAnn Irvine
Theresa Kahn

Vergie Kauffman
Bob Lerman

Todd & Kathy Lord and Family
Linda & Jim May

Family of Ross Jonathan Michaels
Bettie Murphy

Sean O’Hearn and Family
Claude Price
Melissa Pugh

Warren M . Raab
Ryan Ream

Ann Marie Reddington

Jon Reichard
Walter & Fran Ross

Pastor Greg Seckman
Barbara & George Simonson

Charles Smith
Robert E . Smith

Bonnie Spancake
Lee Spancake

Dottie Szymanski
Dick Thomas
Connie Trone

Sheree & Chuck Van Natter
Arvida Wanner

Family of Barbara Weigle
Phyllis Wise
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!   
Your FMC volunteers join me in hoping your  
Christmas was merry and your New Year’s  
celebration happy!  Now it is time to take  
down the trees, lights and decorations and  
get back to “normal”.  The month of December  
saw warm temperatures and wind chills in the  
single digits!  That meant leaves were still  
being raked, but the salt bins and snow shovels  
were in place too.  The routine monthly inspections were conducted, as well as maintenance, repairs and event preparations.   We 
assisted your Worship Committee, as they decorated our sanctuary so beautifully.   Issues with the WIFI in Fellowship Hall are being 
addressed.  In total, 111 hours of labor were logged in by the FMC volunteers in the past month.  Our Facilities Manager and I will sit 
down shortly to compile a list of projects for 2017.  This list will include items that can be tackled by your FMC and contractor items that 
are above our level of expertise.  There are several capital projects that will need our attention as well.  The tiles under the pews are 
chipping and coming loose.  The doors into the preschool (bridge windows) are rusting through and will need to be repaired if possible, 
or they may need to be replaced.  

We once again request your assistance.  Please contact the church office to schedule your meetings and events, as this will help avoid 
conflicts.  For security reasons, we are asking all boards and committees to plan on using the Haines Administrative Center, (the Haines 
House) for your meetings.  When the sanctuary doors are kept unlocked for meetings that take place in the Library or other rooms, 
there is an opportunity for someone with less than “admirable” intentions to enter our building.  The choir rehearsals cannot be moved 
elsewhere and we are looking into security measures for them.  Please make sure all the lights and the heat/AC are turned off when your 
meeting is finished.  If you are the last one to leave, check that the door is locked.  FMC volunteers are scheduled for Sunday Lock-up 
each month, but they do not do security checks on other days.  If you need assistance with set-up or equipment, forms are in the Copy 
Room for you to complete and submit to FMC. Be aware that we have limited “manpower”, so we appreciate you doing as much as you 
can yourself.  All boards and committees are responsible for cleaning up the rooms they have used.  This includes taking trash that has 
filled the garbage pails in Fellowship Hall out to the dumpster and cleaning the floors in Fellowship Hall, if necessary.  We are purchasing 
new cleaning items for your use.  Our custodial staff does not work over the weekend, so make sure the area is clean and ready for the 
next group.   We thank you for your continued help, as we work together to keep our EPC campus a beautiful place for all of us to enjoy.

Dee Hoyt,  FMC Elder

• FACILITIES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

• PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been in existence for 6 years.  Many 
people have enjoyed receiving a Prayer Shawl.  Every so often, you touch 
someone’s life and all of your efforts are rewarded.  One of those special 
moments occurred recently.  This is the letter we received, addressed to 
the Knitters of Eastminster.

“My name is Charlene and I’m at the Cumberland County Prison, and I’ve seen your Prayer Shawls.  I 
would very much appreciate if someone would tell me how I could have one sent to my sister.  Please 
allow me to explain, she’s been battling cancer now for over a year, it was in remission until a year now, 
which she lost her spleen, pancreas and ovaries.  Now it has returned on the right side of her liver and she 
lost 80 pounds in under a month.

I love my sister and I can’t be there for her or with her. I’m learning to pray-and I continue to ask God to 
keep her until I can make it home.  But I truly believe that God has the last say.

Anyway would you please send my sister a prayer shawl, I’m pretty sure she will wear it, she stays cold, 
so please someone tell me what I need to do.  I don’t have much money yet, but I do have a job.   
Thank you. Please write me and let me know rather or not you can do this.”

She supplied us with her sister’s name, her Mother’s address and phone 
number. On November 30th, I mailed her sister a Prayer Shawl.  I also  
wrote to Charlene to tell her what I had done.  I included a Prayer Square  
in the letter.

On December 4th, Charlene wrote- “God bless you all, I really do appreciate you all.  My mom told me 
that she received the shawl for my sister, and she’s going to mail it.  My sister was put in the hospital, so 
please, please keep her in prayer. I also appreciate my shawl.  I will hold it dear to my heart. You don’t 
realize how much you’ve touched me and my family.  I will forever pray for yall.  Forever, Charlene”

Special Reward #2

On December 7th, several knitters delivered 
15 Afghans and each recipient had a very 
special story:

 • Red Cross – 6

 • Lehman Center – 1

 • Big Brothers, Big Sisters – 2

 • Bell Shelter – 2

 • VA Medical Center - 4

On December 9th, we received a call from 
Robert, a 90 yr old veteran, who had a 
Doctor’s appointment at the VA Clinic 
sometime after December 7th.  He wanted 
to let us know how much he appreciated the 
“cover” and that he is using it all the time and 
it is keeping him warm.  These are the stories 
that keep us “knitting”!

Jan Witzke
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• MUSIC MINISTRY

• PRE-SCHOOL

IS IT REALLY 2017 ALREADY?  

We made it through another busy holiday season filled with the joy of  
our faith and fond memories of our celebrations of Jesus’ birth.  The  
Cantata Choir worked hard to prepare and perform the cantata  
“Lord of Glory” and the Bells of Eastminster, Good Shepherd Ringers and  
Singers, and the Sunday School Ringers all added to the beauty and joy of our Advent and Christmas Eve services.  Our heartfelt 
thanks also go to the members of the instrumental ensemble for their wonderful music for the cantata.

We’d love to have you join us for choir rehearsals on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m! The Chancel Choir will participate in worship 
on January 8 and 15.  The Chrysalis Women’s Choir will sing on January 22 and the Calvin Men’s Choir will sing on January 29 – and 
there’s always room for more!

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at rdy1949@gmail.com or 717-891-4536.

Best wishes for a healthy and happy New Year!   Randy Yoder, Director of Music

NEW YEAR…NEW MISSION STATEMENT
The preschool is proud to share our newly adopted Mission Statement.

EASTMINSTER PRESCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

Eastminster Preschool, together with Eastminster Presbyterian Church, strives to foster a life-long love of learning in children.  
Partnering with the teaching staff, preschool families, and the local community, Eastminster Preschool provides a safe and nurturing 
environment where learning is a hands-on experience, and creativity is encouraged.  This developmental approach, through 
student-directed activities and programs, allows for the education of the whole child: socially, emotionally, physically, intellectually, 
and spiritually.  Eastminster Preschool has a professionally trained and motivated staff to work closely with you to provide a strong 
foundation for the building blocks of your child’s education.

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2017-2018 SCHOOL BEGINS THIS MONTH! 
Eastminster Preschool will begin accepting applications for the 2017-2018 school year 
during the month of January.  For more information or to schedule a tour, please contact 
the preschool office at 755-0543.  Don’t delay, as spaces fill up quickly!

Terrific Toddlers Tuesday/Thursday 9:00-11:15   $140/month

3 year/2 day Tuesday/Thursday 9:00-11:15   $140/month

3 year/3 day Monday/Wednesday/Friday  9:00-11:15  $160/month

3 year/3 day PM Monday/Wednesday/Friday  11:45-2:00  $160/month

4 year/3 day Monday/Wednesday/Friday  9:00-11:15  $160/month

4 year/3 day PM Monday/Wednesday/Friday  11:45-2:00  $160/month

4 year/5 day Monday-Friday  9:00-11:15    $190/month

• NOAH LUNCHEON

Welcome – All retirees are invited to attend the monthly luncheon at 12:30, January 12th, 2017 in the Fellowship Hall. 
Enjoy a “home cooked” meal and entertaining program for the bargain price of $5.00.  It is important to make reservations by 
January 8th, by calling Donna Becker at 767-5173. 

Program:  Reader’s Theatre Troup – Back by popular demand!  The Belmont Theatre Reader’s Troup will be here to entertain us. 
This will be a brand new show which will have some new sketches and some old favorites, guaranteed to make you laugh. The 
Reader’s Group has 10 professional performers who entertain you by reading from humorous scripts..many of them old radio 
scripts. Their theatrical techniques of using voice, facial expressions and gestures give the audience the feel of seeing a live play. 

Menu:   Pork, Sauerkraut, Mashed potatoes, Rolls, Fruit cobbler
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• HISTORIAN 

LOUISA WOOSLEY – PRESBYTERIAN PIONEER

Does the name Louisa Woosley ring a bill?  Probably not to most of us.  
She was the first woman ordained as a minister in any branch of the 
Presbyterian Church.  

Louisa Mariah Layman was born on March 24, 1862 in Grayson County, 
Kentucky to Anthony and Rachel Layman.  She was brought up in a Baptist 
household.  At the age of twelve, she committed her life to Christ.  

In 1879, Louisa married Curtis Woosley, a farmer.  Louisa had hoped 
her husband would develop an interest in preaching, but this never 
materialized.  Louisa read the Bible from cover to cover and began to study 
and mark places where women were mentioned.  

A biographer, Dr. Mary Lin Hudson, noted: “at the end of study, she 
(Woosley) was convinced that God … had not overlooked the women, but 
that He had a great work for them to do.”  At this time in late 19th Century 
America, women were not involved in church leadership as pastors or lay 
persons.  Woosley struggled internally with a calling to preach and the lack 
of acceptance she feared.

Curtis and Louisa Woosley had two children, a daughter, Alice, and a son, 
Jasper.  Her daughter became critically ill and according to Hudson, Louisa 
Woosley “desperately prayed for God to heal her daughter with the promise 
that she would respond to God’s will.” 

Her daughter recovered, but Woosley again waivered in her commitment.  
She fell into depression and her health suffered.  Eventually, she came  
to terms with her calling, resolved the matter internally and waited for  
an opportunity.

In January 1887 the elders of her home church, Macedonia Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church invited Woosley to preach for an absent pastor.  She 
felt tremendous joy and noted, “My sky was without a cloud, so happy was I 
in the discharge of duty.  I felt that the days of darkness were past, and that 
God’s approval rested upon my labors.”

The opposition Woosley feared from her family, friends and community 
became a reality.  She preached in school houses or fields until some  
other churches offered her the opportunity to preach. She proved to be  
an able evangelist and eventually the support from her family and 
community returned.

Later in 1887 at the meeting of the Nolin Presbytery, Woosley presented 
herself as a candidate for the ministry along with five others.  In 1888, she 
delivered her doctrinal discourse and withstood examination by  
the Committee on Literature and Theology.  Louisa Woosley was licensed 
to preach.

Nolin Presbytery appointed Woosley , a Presbyterial Missionary, in  
1889 and ordered her to be ordained as a minister of the Gospel and Word  
and Sacrament.

During the latter part of 1889 and 1890, the Kentucky Synod reviewed the 
minutes of the Nolin Presbytery and questioned the action of ordaining 
Woosley.  The Synod ruled that the presbytery did not have the authority 
to ordain her from the Confession of Faith or the scriptures.  A motion to 
instruct the presbytery to revoke her ordination failed to have a second, so 
the presbytery was free to carry her on its rolls as a minister.

After this ordeal, Woosley began to write a defense of the ordination of 
women.  Her book, Shall Woman Preach (1891), according to the biographer 
Hudson, “exposed the faulty logic of her opponents, while using scripture 
to support the right of women to claim a divine call to ministry.  After 
writing this book, she seemed content to let the published pages speak in 
her defense, as is suggested by her silence during the debates on the issue 
following thebook’s publication.”

In 1893 the Kentucky Synod again issued an order to remove 
Woosley from the ministerial roll.  Woosley and the Nolin Presbytery 
appealed to the General Assembly in 1894, but the decision was 
upheld by a narrow margin.

Nolin Presbytery refused to comply, believing the authority to ordain 
ministers rested with the presbytery.  Instead of removing her name 
from the roll, they granted a letter of dismissal and granted her the 
status of minister in transitu.  This allowed Woosley to retain her 
ministerial standing while complying by dropping her name from 
the roll of the presbytery.

Woosley continued to function as minister in transitu within the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. In 1911, she was received as a 
member of the Leitchfield Presbytery.  Her name was added to the 
General Assembly roll of ordained ministers in 1913.  In 1916, Woosely 
was elected the Stated Clerk of Leichtfield Presbytery and held the 
position for 25 years.  Three times Woosley was a commissioner 
to General Assembly.  She was elected Moderator of the Kentucky 
Synod in 1938.

Throughout Woosley’s ministerial career she held hundreds of 
revivals in the central United States and as far west of Oregon and 
Washington.  Woosley was a small woman in stature, but possessed 
charm and prolific knowledge of the Bible.  Although she faced 
criticism and prejudice, her faith and ability were able overcome the 
stereotypes of her generation.  

In her later years, Woosley’s eyesight failed and she spent her final 
year bed ridden after breaking her hip.  Woosley died at the age of 90 
in Lexington, Kentucky on July 30, 1952.  She was truly a pioneer of 
the Presbyterian Church.

In closing, I leave you with the words of Louisa Woosley: “good men 
and women will soon stand side by side in the defense of the gospel, 
and of everything that is pure, good and holy. The walls that divide 
Christian men and women in their work will soon crumble in the 
dust; for God’s people are one people .... Then let America’s women 
press forward to higher attainments; for, if Christ is ever proclaimed 
universal King, it must be done by the united voices of men  
and women.”

Bob Moore, Church Historian
Primary Source Credit:  The Cumberland Presbyterian Church website



All circles WELCOME new members. 
Each meeting has a time of Bible Study and fellowship. Regular meetings are held September thru May.  
To learn more, call a circle leader.

• MIRIAM CIRCLE  

• ESTHER CIRCLE  

GROCERY CARD FUND   

WOW! Our Eastminster family and friends went all out in celebrating the holidays in a delicious way! 
The total sales of Giant, Weis and Jerry’s gift cards was $15,725.00 with $786.25 going to our Facilities 
Management Committee for items not in their operating budget. We hope that Santa got his share 
of your freshly baked cookies and that Rudolph and his fellow reindeer enjoyed munching on their 
carrots! You won’t be able to use these gift cards for your gym membership, but all that fresh fruit and 
vegetables will be easily purchased with your Giant, Weis and Jerry’s cards. 

Remember that the January cards will be available for pick-up on Sunday, January 8th, in the 
Multipurpose Room, after both church services. Yes, this is the second Sunday rather than the first,  
but some of you may have extended your New Year’s Eve celebration well into morning. With 
Christmas and New Year’s falling on a Sunday, making Monday the legal holiday, our cards might not 
arrive in time for the first Sunday. Sandy and Dee have lists of “standing orders”, folks who no longer 
have to sign-up each month as we automatically order their amount for them. You may want to 
consider this option knowing that you can discontinue or change the amounts if you wish to do so. 
Payments can also be made in advance, especially if you know that you will not be able to be in church 
on that Sunday. 

Miriam Circle thanks all of you for your continued support!

READING READY PROGRAM    

Eastminster began to support the United Way in the Reading Ready Program in May of 2015.  It 
is a proven fact that if children are encouraged to read at an early age and are able to read by 
third grade they will become better students. Esther Circle provided a collection box for new 
or gently used books for infant to age 12 in the MPR. These books were taken to United Way for 
distribution to 6 sites in York County, two Family First Health clinics, three New Hope Ministries 
sites and one location at Hannah Penn School. Children were given a book to keep each time they 
showed an interest in reading.

By April of 2016 we had given 822 books to the United Way for distribution.  This September 
we set a goal of 1000 books by December of 1016.  On December 7th we delivered 183 books, 
making our grand total 1005. Many thanks to all who so generously gave, making this possible.

MIRIAM CIRCLE meets on the third Thursday of the month at 
10 a.m. in the Multi- Purpose Room. Circle leader is Cindy Peterson.  

ESTHER CIRCLE meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 
12:30 in the Multi-Purpose Room. Circle leader is Ginny Wonders.

RUTH CIRCLE meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month at  
1 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room. Circle leader is Pat Brunk.

• PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
 8 PEW POINTS
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• SOUP AND SANDWICH SUNDAY
PW will once again sponsor the soup and sandwich sale on 
the third Sundays of February and March, February 19 and 
March 19, 2017. We welcome all soup makers. Containers will 
be available in the MPR after January 1. The sandwiches for this 
sale will be subs by Jeff since they were a huge success last year. 
The soup will sell for $8.00 per quart and the 8 inch subs will sell 
for $5.00. We scaled back this year due to other commitments 
such as the Book Sale in March. 

We look forward to our second year selling soup and sandwich 
Sunday and hope you do as well!

• PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN - BOOK SALE   
MARCH 24 – 25TH, 2017  •  FELLOWSHIP HALL
Please start saving your books, puzzles, DVDs and games for 
this sale.  All categories of books are welcome – children, young 
adult, adult fiction, “how to books” (cooking, knitting, car repair), 
history, non-fiction, hard backs and paper backs.  

No Reader’s Digest, Text Books, Encyclopedias or magazines.  

We would like your donations no later than March 22, 2017.

Drop off locations – Larger quantities of books, in sturdy 
packing boxes, should be taken to the Fellowship hall storage 
area behind the stage.  Use the door across from the elevette; the 
light switch is on the left.

If you only have a few items or are unable to carry your donations 
to Fellowship Hall, please leave them in boxes in the Narthex. 
Small quantities of items may be left in the Narthex.

PW Book Sale committee,   
Jane Henty, Georgia Mazzolla, Jo Watson, Jan Witzke

DO YOU HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT FALLING? 

The Stephen Ministers are sponsoring  
– A MATTER OF BALANCE –  
an award-winning program designed to manage 
falls and increase activity levels. The class is 
taught by trainers from the York County Area  
on Aging.

You will learn to:

• View falls as controllable

• Set goals for increasing activity

• Make changes to reduce fall risks at home

• Exercise to increase strength and balance

Classes are held twice a week for  
4 weeks for 2 hours each. Program is FREE!

For more information and to pre-register, 

please call Judie Lightfeet @ 717-244-1267

Register early – class is open to the public

Dates:

Mondays & Wednesdays 
March 6 – April 3, 2017 (no class March 22)

Time:

1PM – 3PM 

Location

Eastminster Presbyterian Church – Fellowship Hall

• STEPHEN MINISTRY
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 1  
11:00am Worship / Communion 

MONDAY, JANUARY 2 
NEW YEAR’S DAY OBSERVATION 
Pre-School Closed

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3 
10:30pm Staff Meeting 
12:30pm FMC 
6:30pm Worship Ministry

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4 
Bulletin info due. Send to epcyorkoffice@gmail.com  
9:00am Afghan Group 
10:00am Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship 
7:00pm New Generation Ministry Youth Group  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5 
10:00am Brownies (no nuts) for soup kitchen due  
                  on table in Narthex  

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6 
HAC CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED  
9:00am Preschool/LIU 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7 
9:00am Honors Choir 
4:00pm Recital – Brady Bennet

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 
Grocery Card payment & pickup is TODAY after services. 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
5:00pm Rental: New Generation Ministry Worship Service  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9 
9:00am Preschool/LIU 
10:00am Pre-School Storytime with Pastor Greg 
12:00pm Pre-School Storytime with Pastor Greg 
7:00pm Congregational Life 
7:00pm Trustees Meeting  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10 
10:30am Staff Meeting  

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11 
Bulletin info due. Send to epcyorkoffice@gmail.com   
10:00am Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship 
7:00pm New Generation Ministry Youth Group 

*HAC – Haines Administration Center 
Please see the eastminster-york.org website  
for possible updates and changes to the calendar.

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER LIST INFO, NOTE 
CHANGE WITH WHERE TO SEND – Please change your 

records to reflect the new e-mail address to which bulletin 
announcements and Prayer List additions and changes  

should be sent. That address is now  
epcyorkoffice@gmail.com.

EASTMINSTER                        CALENDAR

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12 
10:00am Pre-School Storytime with Pastor Greg 
12:30pm NOAH luncheon 
3:00pm Admin. & Personnel meeting 
6:30pm Deacons Meeting 
7:00pm Mission Committee 
7:00pm Pre-School Board

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13 
HAC CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED  
9:00am Preschool/LIU  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15 
Newsletter info due – e-mail to:  
        newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com 
8:30am Worship 
11:00am Worship 
1:00pm Honors Choir 
5:00pm Rental: New Generation Ministry Worship Service 

MONDAY, JANUARY 16 
Pre-School Closed – Martin Luther King Day 
9:30am Stephen Ministers 
7:00pm Session   

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
12:30pm Esther Circle Meeting 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18 
Bulletin info due. Send to epcyorkoffice@gmail.com   
10:00am Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship 
7:00pm New Generation Ministry Youth Group  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 
10:00am Miriam Circle 
7:00pm Pre-School Board Meeting  

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 
HAC CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED  
9:00am Preschool/LIU  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
1:00pm Honors Choir 
5:00pm Rental: New Generation Ministry Worship Service  

January January
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FINANCIAL REPORT
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

YTD PROFIT/LOSS AS OF NOVEMBER 30, 2016

Ordinary Income Actual Budget
 Envelope Offering 322,024.81 314,824.00
 Open Plate  4,303.07 4,386.00
 Sunday School 
  Offering 111.81 1,382.00
 Per Capita 6,084.09 5,735.00
 Rental Income 48,830.00 42,342.00
 Interest Income  
  (checking) 10.38 0.00
 Misc. Income 8,362.00 11,846.30

 Total Budget 
  Income 389,726.16 380,515.30 

Expenses  
 Payroll 220,665.86    227,480.75
 Accounting Services 5,566.11 2,735.00
 Per Capita Expense 10,797.41 10,797.38
 Bank Expenses 55.00 55.00 
 Line of Credit Int. Exp. 0.00 2,772.88
 Deacons’ Open Plate 
  Communion 1,084.62 700.00
 Education 3,102.39 4,750.00
 Congregational Life/
  Outreach 2,851.47 5,521.00
 Stewardship 2,253.34 3,200.00
 Mission 27,045.00 27,436.30
 Worship 5,673.65 5,950.00
 Administration 2,235.09 1,910.00
 Plant Expenses 56,075.56 77,819.26
 General Expenses 11,534.39 19,016.56
 Total Budget 
  Expenses 348,939.89 390,144.13 

CALENDAR CON’T

MONDAY, JANUARY 23 
9:00am Preschool/LIU

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
1:00pm Ruth Circle 
5:30pm Bair Foundation Support Group

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25 
Bulletin info due. Send to epcyorkoffice@gmail.com   
9:00am Second Journey Breakfast 
10:00am Cool Knitting/Warm Fellowship 
6:00pm Christian Education Meeting 
6:30pm Newsletter Team 
7:00pm New Generation Ministry Youth Group

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27 
HAC CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED  
9:00am Preschool/LIU   

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29 
TODAY is the cut off date for ordering Weis or Giant Grocery 
Cards. (Pickup & payment will be next Sunday.)  
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
1:00pm Honors Choir 
5:00pm Rental: New Generation Ministry Worship Service   

MONDAY, JANUARY 30 
9:00am Preschool/LIU

TUESDAY, JANUARY 31 
10:30am Staff Meeting

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
  The deadline for submitting an article or 

announcement for next month’s “Pew Points” is the 
15th of this month.  Please email your information to:  

newsletter.epcyork@gmail.com  
or leave it in the “Pew Points” mail box in the copier room 

of the Haines Administration Center.  
Thanks!

Jim Tollinger   
717-968-4766 (Cell Phone) No home phone 

Dave Topper    
324 S. Pitt St., Carlisle PA 17013    
 

• CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATES

January



Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road
York, PA 17402

CONTACT INFORMATION
www.eastminster-york.org

NAME PHONE EMAIL

Pastor Greg Seckman Cell: 818-0813 greg .epcyork@gmail .com

Randy Yoder, Director of Music 891-4536 randy .epcyork@gmail .com

Beth Anne Foess, Administrative Assistant 755-6222 epcyorkoffice@gmail .com

Harold Smith, Facilities Manager  717-314-9281 harold .epcyork@gmail .com

Newsletter Info  newsletter .epcyork@gmail .com  

Accounting/Finance 757-5217 epcfinance@gmail .com

Carly VonStein, Pre-School Director 755-0543 eastminsterpreschool@gmail .com

Pre-School 755-0543 eastminsterpreschool@gmail .com

Please Note: Church Office hours are daily, Monday through Thursday. 
The Church Office is closed on Fridays.

JANUARY 1ST     
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION    
11:00AM SERVICE 

“The Other Wise Man”  
Matthew 2:1-12 
JANUARY 8th    
TIME FOR REMEMBRANCE OF THOSE 
WHO PASSED AWAY IN 2016 
 “Bruised Reeds- 
  Flickering Candles”  
Isaiah 42:1-9 

JANUARY 15th    
“Finding Something that Lasts in 
 a Throw-Away World”  
 Isaiah 40:1-11  

JANUARY 22nd    
“Gone Fishin’”  
Matthew 4:12-23   
JANUARY 29th    
“What Does the Lord Require?”  
Micah 6:1-8


